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Chapter  I 

DU  PONT  DOMAIN 
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Chapter  I 

DU  PONT  DOMAIN 

My  foot  is  on  my  native  heath . 

Sir  Walter  Scott. 

☆ 

THE  MAP 

In  preparing  the  map  (circa  1850)  which  appears  in  the  first 
part  of  this  volume,  the  roads  and  streams  were  located  from 
the  Geological  Atlas  of  the  United  States.  While  this  required 
great  enlargement,  the  work  was  done  with  accurate  instruments 
and  it  should  be  sufficiently  reliable  to  measure  distances  by  the 
use  of  the  scale. 

Maps  of  the  properties  in  New  Castle  County  were  consulted  at 
the  Delaware  Historical  Society,  dated  1849,  1868  and  1885;  also 
Fairlamb’s  Survey  of  1826  in  the  Du  Pont  Company’s  records. 
In  some  cases  these  confirmed  traditions  as  to  when  certain  build¬ 
ings  were  constructed.  The  map  dated  1849  shows  the  Cooper  Shop 
and  Barley  Mill  with  their  dams  in  Squirrel  Run.  Although  they 
appear  a  bit  sketchy,  this  was  used  as  no  other  map  could  be 
found,  nor  any  record  consulted  which  would  more  accurately 
locate  them. 

It  was  from  this  map  that  the  existence  of  a  cotton  mill  at  F-7 
was  first  brought  to  the  writer’s  attention.  The  Cannon  House  at 
D-5  does  not  appear  on  this  map,  but  does  show  on  the  one  dated 
1868,  confirming  the  idea  that  it  was  built  between  those  dates. 
The  Blacksmith  Shop  and  Millwright  Shop  are  on  the  map  of  1849, 
thus  confirming  the  fact  that  they  were  built  at  or  before  that 
time.  This  map  includes  a  very  large  number  of  workmen’s  houses 
much  to  the  surprise  of  anyone  whose  memory  does  not  go  back 
further  than  1890.  Many  of  these  must  have  been  torn  down  in 
the  fifties  and  sixties. 
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According  to  Henry  Seidel  Canby,  the  Brandywine  is  most 
likely  to  have  derived  its  name  from  one  Brantwyn,  a  Swede,  who 
settled  near  its  mouth,  than  because  of  the  more  romantic  story  of 
a  shipload  of  Brandewijn  (by  which  name  a  kind  of  Dutch  Gin  was 
known)  said  to  have  been  sunk  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek  after 
being  caught  in  the  ice  in  Swedish  Colonial  times.  At  any  rate, 
the  name  goes  back  to  the  first  settlers  as  would  be  natural  in  the 
case  of  so  important  a  geographical  feature. 

Squirrel  Run  and  Crawfish  Run  are  so-named  on  the  oldest 
maps  examined,  but  Dauphins  Run  appears  on  none.  Both 
Dauphins  and  Dolphins  were  used  by  members  of  the  Du  Pont 
family  in  the  nineties,  but  few  of  the  workmen  knew  these  names. 
Evidently,  therefore,  the  Du  Ponts  named  it.  The  map  dated  1 849 
shows  it  as  Husband's  Run,  from  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the 
land  through  which  it  flows. 

Land  Purchases 

The  first  purchase  of  land  on  the  Brandywine  was  from  a  point 
on  the  creek  at  the  Old  Dam  (D-i)  whence  a  line  ran  about  to  the 
cemetery,  down  the  lane  to  Thomas  Mackie  Smith's  house  and 
from  a  little  below  that  point,  to  the  creek  again  somewhat  below 
where  the  Iron  Bridge  now  stands.  Peter  Bauduy  bought  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  creek,  but  E.  I.  du  Pont,  fearing  that  he  was 
attempting  to  get  the  upper  hand,  had  already  bought  the  water 
rights.  Later  Bauduy  was  in  partnership  with  Victor  du  Pont  in 
the  Louviers  venture,  and  so  an  owner  of  that  part.  The  piece  of 
land  on  which  are  the  Henry  Clay  Factory  and  the  Cooper  Shop 
(C-7)  was  acquired  from  Rumford  Dawes,  who  had  a  Slitting 
Mill  on  it  about  1800,  this  being  a  mill  in  which  iron  plates  were 
cut  into  strips  for  making  nails.  Following  the  creek  upstream 
from  this  point  a  tract  in  the  big  bend  of  the  creek  (E-5)  was 
bought  from  Thomas  Lea,  who  had  in  turn  bought  it  from  Dawes. 
The  house  spoken  of  below  as  the  Hagley  Office  (F-7)  was  named 
by  Dawes  “Hagley"  from  an  estate  in  England  on  which  he  was 
born.  This  was  the  estate  of  Sir  Thomas  Littleton.  Thus  tradition 
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has  fallen  into  an  error  that  the  frame  house  known  as  “Hagley” 
by  the  Du  Ponts  was  the  home  of  Rumford  Dawes.  This  was  not 
so,  as  Hagley  House  (E-6)  was  built  by  E.  I.  du  Pont  in  1814. 
Rumford  Dawes’  summer  home  was  the  Hagley  Office  (F-7). 

Downstream  from  the  Dawes  tract  was  land  bought  from  Louis 
McLane  while  opposite,  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Brandywine  Hun¬ 
dred  side  of  the  creek,  including  water  rights  to  the  other  side  of 
the  Brandywine  at  lower  Hagley  Dam,  was  acquired.  When 
Hagley  Y ard  was  built,  in  1 8 1 2-1 814,  this  and  other  land  had  been 
bought,  including  that  tract  upon  which  Thomas  Mackie  Smith’s 
house  was  located.  This  house  was  the  home  of  Jacob  Broom  from 
whom  the  original  purchase  was  made.  Jacob  Broom,  a  signer  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  had  built  in  1795,  on  the 
land  where  E.  I.  du  Pont  built  the  Upper  Yard  in  1802,  the  first 
cotton  mill  in  i\merica.  The  old  dam  (D-2)  was  no  doubt  to  supply 
the  power.  The  mill  was  burned  in  1797  before  it  actually  proved 
itself. 

On  the  land  bought  from  Louis  McLane  were  Rokeby  Mill 
(Brecks  Mill),  the  Barley  Mill  and  the  “Squirrel  Run  Mill.”  The 
Squirrel  Run  Mill  afterward  became  the  Cooper  Shop  (C-7).  This 
latter,  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  was  operated  by  one  Phillips,  the  dam 
for  it  being  known  as  Phillips  Dam  long  after  the  mill  had  become 
the  Cooper  Shop.  The  land  owned  by  the  Du  Pont  family  and 
Powder  Mills  was  bounded  by  Kennett  Pike,  Center  Road,  a  line 
crossing  the  creek  nearly  at  Rockland,  Rockland  Road  and  the 
Lower  Yard  tract,  which  extended  even  beyond  Rockland  Road, 
and  on  the  West  Bank  as  far  as  Bancroft’s,  thence  by  Rising  Sun 
Lane  to  the  Kennett  Pike — all  purchased  by  the  time  Alexis  I. 
du  Pont  was  working  in  the  powder. 

Proper  Names  of  Houses 

Besides  the  buildings  already  mentioned  as  being  on  the  proper¬ 
ties  when  bought,  were  some  of  the  workmen’s  houses,  which 
cannot  be  identified  with  certainty,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
some  opposite  the  Blacksmith  Shop  (E-6).  Also  the  J.  White  house 
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(D-i)  and  the  Kemether  farm  house  (F-i),  some  of  the  workmen’s 
houses  in  Squirrel  Run  Village  (C-7)  and  others  on  the  road  to  the 
Cotton  Mill  at  F-7  were  probably  on  the  land  when  purchased. 
The  “house  up  the  hill”  (F-3)  was  a  small  farm  house  characteris¬ 
tic  of  the  period.  E.  I.  du  Pont  at  first  decided  to  name  the  Upper 
Yard  Lavoisier  Mills,  after  the  great  French  scientist  and  chemist, 
Antoine  Laurent  Lavoisier  under  whom  he  pursued  his  studies 
before  coming  to  America.  At  his  father’s  suggestion  he  changed 
the  title  to  Eleutherian  Mills.1  This  gave  the  name  to  the  mills  and 
his  own  house  (Henry  du  Pont’s  Ho.  D-4).  Hagley  was  a  name 
given  to  the  place  by  Rumford  Dawes,  as  already  mentioned.  Here 
again  the  name  was  applied  to  the  place,  so  that  in  the  nineties 
Francis  G.  du  Pont  referred  to  going  home  as  “going  back  to 
Hagley,”  although  he  lived  in  the  Thomas  Mackie  Smith  house. 
He  would  refer  to  his  father’s  house  as  “Hagley  House”  as  if  he 
considered  the  name  applied  especially  to  that  house. 

Louviers,  the  name  given  to  Victor  du  Pont’s  mill  and  home, 
also  included  the  “house  up  the  hill”  (noted  above),  occupied  in 
Alexis  I.  du  Pont’s  time  by  Samuel  Francis  du  Pont. 

In  the  same  manner,  the  village  from  the  lower  Hagley  Gate  to 
New  Bridge  was  called  Henry  Clay  Factory,  which  name  was 
given  to  a  postoffice  and  so  will  be  found  on  many  maps  of  Dela¬ 
ware  while  Hagley  and  Louviers  and  Eleutherian  Mills  are  not 
there  designated. 

Roads 

The  road  from  Center  Road  at  Flemings  (A-5)  to  Eleutherian 
Mills  (D-4)  and  the  one  to  the  north  of  it  which  entered  the  upper 
yard,  and  the  road  connecting  the  two  at  right  angles  to  them, 
show  on  the  map  of  the  original  purchase  by  E.  I.  du  Pont  from 
Jacob  Broom  in  1802,  and  the  one  branching  from  this  and  going 
past  Thomas  Mackie  Smith’s  house  to  Hagley  Yard  is  mentioned 

1  “At  the  suggestion  of  Du  Pont  pere ,  the  plant  on  the  Brandywine  was  named  ‘Eleu¬ 
therian  Mills’  which  might  be  translated  ‘Mills  of  Liberty.’  Irenee  would  have  preferred  the 
name  ‘Lavoisier  Mills’  because  they  ‘would  never  have  been  started  but  for  his  (Lavoisier’s) 
kindness  to  me.’” — Du  Pont  One  Hundred  and  Forty  Years — William  S.  Dutton. 
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as  a  boundary.  This  is  called,  in  the  deed,  the  Lane  to  Rumford 
Dawes  Slitting  Mill.  During  the  operation  of  the  mills,  wagons 
frequently  passed  on  this  road  going  back  and  forth  to  Hagley 
Yard  or  to  the  Blacksmith  or  Millwright  Shop.  As  that  part  of  the 
road  from  Thomas  Mackie  Smith’s  house  to  the  Hagley  gate,  or 
even  all  the  way  to  the  Millwright  Shop  was  ideal  for  sledding,  this 
wagon  traffic  was  both  an  element  of  danger  and  a  great  con¬ 
venience  for  “getting  a  hitch”  to  the  top  again.  In  the  nineties, 
when  the  powder  yard  workmen’s  families  still  lived  on  the  banks, 
the  number  of  sleds  on  this  road  in  good  sledding  weather  was 
prodigious.  These  roads  had  various  names  at  different  times.  In 
Thomas  Mackie  Smith’s  time  this  was  called  Smith’s  Lane,  while 
that  part  of  it  to  the  north  of  his  house  was  called  the  Cannon 
House  Road  in  the  nineties.  The  road  from  Henry  du  Pont’s  house 
to  Hagley  was  built  probably  at  the  time  Hagley  House  was  built 
(1814).  The  road  from  Christ  Church  (D-6)  to  the  Cannon  House 
Road  (D-5)  was  built  in  1894,  a  footpath  having  been  there  long 
before.  The  road  shown  on  this  map  at  Henry  du  Pont’s  house  was 
taken  away  in  1923  and  the  lanes  to  this  house  and  Nemours  took 
their  places,  and  the  gate  at  E-4  was  built.  The  road  from  Squirrel 
Run  Village  to  Christ  Church  had  disappeared  by  1895.  Mrs. 
Irenee  du  Pont  remembers  it  in  her  childhood  as  very  stony  and 
steep  and  scarcely  passable,  even  on  horseback.  It  is  shown  on  the 
map  dated  1849  but  not  on  the  Fairlamb  Survey  (1826).  The 
names  of  Barley  Mill  Lane  and  Rising  Sun  Lane  are  well  known. 

Jacob  Broom  was  at  one  time  County  Surveyor  for  Newcastle 
County  and  he  prepared  a  map  for  General  Washington  in  1777 
on  which  appears  Center  Road,  so  named.  In  the  nineties  there 
was  a  finger  post  pointing  northward  where  this  road  begins  at  the 
Kennett  Pike,  which  read  “West  Chester  15  Mi.”  Because  of  this 
it  was  generally  known  as  West  Chester  Road  at  that  time,  while 
as  this  is  written,  one  most  frequently  hears  it  referred  to  as  the 
Montchanin  Road  or  Route  100. 

The  main  entrance  road  into  the  Brandywine  Mills,  on  which 
both  the  old  (1802)  and  the  new  (1890)  offices  were  located  seems 
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never  to  have  had  a  name.  The  hill  on  it  from  Squirrel  Run  to  the 
Cemetery  (C-4)  was  called  Squirrel  Run  Hill  in  the  nineties. 
Bicycle  riders  found  it  a  topic  for  much  conversation  and  a  cause 
of  hard  muscular  effort. 

A  survey  of  the  Brandywine  (without  title)  from  Rockland  to 
Wilmington  came  to  light  just  before  going  to  press.  This  was 
prepared  about  1816  and  shows  Center  Road,  from  Flemings  to 
the  Kennett  Pike,  as  a  “Proposed  Road,”  likewise  Rising  Sun 
Lane.  Brecks  Lane  is  on  this  map  but  Barley  Mill  Lane  does  not 
appear. 

Bridges 

New  Bridge  (D-10)  was  referred  to  as  Buffington’s  Bridge  in  a 
letter  from  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont  in  1839,  where  it  was  remarked 
that  fortunately  it  withstood  a  freshet  in  February  of  that  year. 
It  was  built  in  1833.  The  Iron  Bridge  (E-4)  was  built  in  1877. 
A  wooden  bridge  spanned  the  creek  which  the  Iron  Bridge  re¬ 
placed  as  it  had  become  unsafe.  It  was  built  subsequent  to  Febru¬ 
ary,  1839  or  ^  would  surely  have  been  mentioned  by  Alfred 
Victor  du  Pont  in  his  account  of  the  freshet.  The  late  Peter  J. 
Ford  told  the  writer  that  he  remembered  using  the  ferry  at  this 
point  when  he  was  a  child  living  at  Charles’  Banks.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  in  1933  whereby  it  appears  that  there  was  no 
bridge  in  Alexis  I.  du  Pont’s  time.  Much  of  the  willow  wood  came 
to  the  mills  via  the  bridge  here  which  was  an  important  entrance 
to  the  Powder  Yards. 

Before  the  construction  of  the  wooden  bridge  a  boat  was  kept 
here  which  was  pulled  back  and  forth  by  a  rope  between  pulleys 
on  either  side  of  the  creek.  Whether  E.  I.  du  Pont  arranged  this 
when  he  built  Louviers,  or  whether  it  was  a  later  contrivance  is 
not  known,  but  a  boat  was  used  here  from  the  first,  and  the  com¬ 
mon  way  to  reach  Louviers  from  town  was  by  the  roads  in 
Christiana  Hundred  and  this  ferry.  During  a  Christmas  Holiday 
season  Du  Pont  de  Nemours,  wishing  to  surprise  his  children, 
undertook  to  cross  unannounced.  Fortunately,  he  allowed  a  boy 
to  help  him,  for,  by  some  mischance,  he  overturned  the  boat  and 
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fell  into  the  cold  water.  With  the  boy’s  assistance,  however,  he  got 
to  the  house  where  the  incident  caused  his  son  much  concern. 

Footpaths 

Many  footpaths  were  built  and  maintained  as  part  of  the 
Brandywine  properties.  One,  running  from  Eleutherian  Mills  to 
the  Iron  Bridge,  was  originally  the  wagon  road  to  Hagley  Yard  and 
appears  on  an  1826  survey.  It  had  stone  retaining  walls  and  culverts 
and  was  quite  elaborately  made  and  is  a  passable  footpath  today. 

On  the  Brandywine  Hundred  side  a  footpath  runs  up  the  hill  to 
Louviers  Lower  House.  During  the  visit  of  Lafayette  in  1824  it  is 
recorded  that  he  walked  with  Victor  du  Pont  from  the  ferry 
crossing  to  the  house  and  that  Victor  was  seen  to  become  out  of 
breath  from  the  ascent.  The  Marquis  remarked  that  the  path  was 
too  steep  to  which  Victor  replied  “Yes,  but  it  is  the  shortest 
route.”  Lafayette  then  said  “If  the  ascent  were  more  gentle  you 
would  not  puff  so  ”  and  offered  to  have  an  engineer  who  was  one  of 
his  party,  lay  out  a  more  even  though  longer  slope.  W.  W.  Laird, 
Jr.  rebuilt  it  in  1937  on  the  route  so  laid  out. 

Another  path  from  the  upper  yard  and  Barn  at  D-4  ran  across 
the  field  by  the  Cannon  House,  on  past  Christ  Church  and  through 
Squirrel  Run  Village  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill  at  Barley  Mill  Lane. 
This  had  wooden  steps  at  the  steep  descent  into  Squirrel  Run  Val¬ 
ley.  Two  stone  steps  on  the  side  of  Cannon  House  Road  led  to  a 
turnstile  in  the  fence1  near  the  Cannon  House,  and  can  be  seen 
today  opposite  the  Church  road  at  D-5. 

footpath  led  from  Christ  Church  over  Keyes  Hill  to  the  top 
of  the  hill  on  Barley  Mill  Lane.  This  had  a  most  picturesque  foot¬ 
bridge  over  Squirrel  Run  near  the  Cooper  Shop.  A  large  log,  at 
least  thirty  feet  long,  spanned  the  run,  of  which  the  top  had  been 
hewn  level  with  an  adze.  There  were  wooden  handrails  mounted 
on  posts  morticed  into  the  log,  which  slanted  outward  to  make 
them  wide  enough  at  the  top  to  enable  two  people  to  pass,  even 

1  Post  and  rail  fences  lined  all  these  roads  until  the  Osage  orange  hedges  replaced  them 
about  1898. 
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though  the  log  itself  was  narrow.  Where  these  paths  crossed  the 
fields  they  were  merely  trodden  paths  on  the  soil,  but  they  were 
never  ploughed  so  that  they  were  hard  from  many  feet  and  re¬ 
mained  passable  in  all  weathers,  albeit  a  bit  muddy  in  the  spring. 

In  some  places  these  paths  were  covered  with  yellow  gravel 
from  the  sand  hole  (C-4).  This  gravel  also  surfaced  the  drives  and 
garden  paths  inside  the  enclosure  of  all  the  family  houses,  even 
the  long  lane  to  Rokeby  having  been  covered  with  it.  When  first 
applied  it  was  a  reddish  orange  color  and  often  quite  muddy  and 
sticky.  After  a  few  rains  and  weathering,  the  clay  would  wash  off 
and  the  color  became  a  pale  yellow,  giving  a  very  attractive  effect. 
Francis  G.  du  Pont’s  eight-year-old  son,  in  1895,  told  him  if  they 
kept  on  digging  out  gravel  the  cemetery  wall  would  tumble  in. 
Next  day  the  gate  was  nailed  up  and  yellow  gravel  was  used  no 
more  on  the  Brandywine  properties. 

Parks  and  Picnics 

In  the  woods  to  the  north  of  the  cemetery,  there  were  left  a  few 
wooden  benches  still  extant  in  the  eighties.  Here  the  people  used 
to  gather  for  picnics  and  the  like,  no  doubt  in  Alexis  I.  du  Pont’s 
time.  This  was  known  as  Pastime  Park.  Nothing  is  placed  on  the 
map  to  show  this  but  the  location  was  C-4.  Afterwards  the  meeting 
place  shifted  to  Keyes  Hill  (A-8)  which  was  used  for  the  annual 
picnic  of  powder  men  of  the  old  regime,  prior  to  1902,  when  the 
Du  Ponts  who  ran  the  Brandywine  Mills  and  knew  almost  every 
workman  by  his  first  name,  used  always  to  attend. 

Woods  and  a  Hill 

There  were  place  names  in  the  nineties  that  no  doubt  were  used 
earlier.  As  names  stick  for  years  it  is  strange  that  so  many  of  the 
roads  and  small  streams  have  none.  Some  of  the  places  still  carry 
their  original  titles.  For  example,  the  woods  near  the  cemetery  (C-4) 
was  called  the  Sand  Hole  Woods;  the  woods  near  Hagley  House  at 
E-6,  and  a  rock  in  it  which  has  by  this  time  settled  so  as  scarcely 
to  be  recognizable  as  the  Cave  Rock,  were  called  Big  Monday 
woods  and  Big  Monday  Rock.  The  hill  near  the  yellow  school 
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house  or  to  the  east  of  the  St.  Joseph’s  Church  burial  ground,  was 
called  Keyes  Hill  from  “Daddy  Keyes”  who  lived  in  a  house 
nearby.  The  writer  has  been  unable  to  learn  more  concerning  this 
character  than  that  he  lived  here  and  his  name  became  a  place  name. 

Inns 

Inns  in  the  neighborhood  as  of  1849  are  Flemings  and  the  one  on 
Rising  Sun  Lane,  which  is  said  to  have  given  that  name  to  the 
place,  while  the  Inn  at  A-8  near  St.  Joseph’s  Church  is  not  in¬ 
dicated  until  the  map  dated  1868,  at  which  time  it  was  called 
Dougherty’s  Hotel,  Lawless’s  Tavern  in  the  nineties. 

Churches 

Christ  Church  (D-6)  was  built  in  1856.  The  parish  house  near 
it  was  built  in  1898.  The  church  was  remodeled  in  1915  and  the 
present  rectory  was  built  in  1939. 

Saint  Joseph’s  Church  (A-9)  was  completed  in  1841.  It  was 
built  by  the  stone  masons  of  the  Du  Pont  Company,  part  of  the 
donations  of  the  Company  being  in  that  form.  Charles  I.  du  Pont 
gave  the  land. 

E.  I.  du  Pont’s  First  Home  in  America 

In  1802,  E.  I.  du  Pont  bought  the  No.  1  Tract  and  built  a 
dwelling  into  which  he  moved  as  soon  as  possible.  This,  according 
to  tradition,  is  the  building  designated  as  E.  I.  du  Pont’s  first 
house  (D-3).  The  writer,  having  gone  over  the  ground  carefully, 
submits  the  following  for  consideration:  Let  us  call  the  house  so 
marked  X,  then,  going  up  the  hill  to  the  west,  on  the  same  side  of 
the  east-west  road  but  crossing  the  north-south  one,  call  the  next 
house  you  come  to  Y.  The  writer  has  stood  on  a  spot  on  the 
opposite  bank  as  close  as  possible,  at  the  spot  upon  which  Charles 
Dalmas  stood  when  he  drew  his  picture  of  the  powder  mills  in 
1806.  These  buildings  can  only  be  seen  clearly  now  in  the  winter 
when  the  leaves  are  off  the  trees,  and  in  the  morning  when  the  sun 
is  favorable,  so  many  trees  have  grown  between  the  houses  and 
the  creek.  Now,  standing  where  Dalmas  was  when  he  drew  the 
picture,  it  would  appear  that  house  X  was  not  there  at  all,  while 
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house  Y  was.  There  is  only  one  other  alternative — Charles 
Dalmas  was  so  poor  an  artist  that  he  showed  house  X,  further  to 
the  background,  nearly  twice  the  size  of  house  Y  which  is  further 
to  the  foreground,  whereas  in  actuality  they  are  approximately 
the  same  size.  It  is  the  conclusion  of  the  writer  that  the  building 
in  the  Dalmas  picture,  which  is  unquestionably  E.  I.  du  Pont’s 
first  house,  is  building  Y  and  not  building  X,  as  tradition  has  it 
and  furthermore,  that  building  X  was  not  built  until  after  the 
picture  was  made.  Building  Y,  by  the  angle  of  the  roof,  the  chim¬ 
ney  and  the  extension  at  the  back,  is  positively  identifiable  as  the 
one  in  the  picture,  so  tradition  must  have  erred  somewhere.1 
Pierre  du  Pont  states  that  Francis  G.  du  Pont  informed  him,  and 
Henry  A.  du  Pont  stated  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Louise  Crownin- 
shield,  that  E.  I.  du  Pont’s  first  house  was  X  house.  Let  anybody 
who  doubts  the  conclusions  arrived  at  in  this  discussion,  take  the 
Dalmas  picture  as  it  appears  in  the  frontispiece  to  Vol.  7  of  the 
Life  of  E.  I.  du  Pont  by  B.  G.  du  Pont,  onto  the  ground,  and  see 
for  himself.  He  will  probably  agree  with  the  writer. 

In  1802  were  built  the  Refinery  (D-4),  E.  I.  du  Pont’s  house 
(later  Henry  du  Pont’s),  possibly  the  company  office  and  part  of 
the  barn,  together  with  various  buildings  in  the  Upper  Yard.  The 
Upper  Yard  Dam  was  built  by  1806  as  shown  in  the  Dalmas  pic¬ 
ture,  as  was  the  barn  and  the  office  and  the  Spring  House  (D-4). 

Springs 

Every  group  of  workmen’s  houses  had  a  spring.  These  were 
nicely  cemented  and  built  up  so  that  there  was  a  wooden  door  on 
the  front.  A  basin  about  two  feet  square  was  at  the  bottom  with 
clean  gravel  on  its  floor;  this  was  walled  up  on  either  side  and  at 
the  back,  having  a  stone  slab  at  the  top,  and  an  oaken  frame, 
dowelled  at  the  corners,  built  well  into  the  masonry.  A  tight  door 
was  provided  on  each  to  keep  out  leaves,  frogs,  lizards  and  dirt. 
In  the  powder  yard  were  many  springs  often  piped  from  further  up 
the  hill.  Each  was  provided  with  something  to  catch  the  water  so 

1  The  Fairlamb  Survey  of  1826  and  the  Dalmas  picture  agree  in  showing  a  smaller  house 
at  X,  used  as  a  gate  house,  part  inside  and  part  outside  of  the  powder  yard  fence. 
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that  horses  could  drink,  often  an  iron  kettle  or  pan  from  the  re¬ 
finery.  A  tin  cup  or  an  iron  ladle  was  attached  by  a  chain  and 
provided  with  a  hook  on  which  it  was  to  hang. 

“Eleutherian  Mills” 

E.  I.  du  Pont  built  the  house  known  as  Eleutherian  Mills  (D-4) 
in  1802,  and  moved  into  it  in  the  Spring  of  1803.  He  lived  there 
until  his  death  in  1834,  (bis  wife,  Sophie  Madeleine  Dalmas 
du  Pont  having  died  in  1828)  after  which  Henry  du  Pont,  who 
married  in  1837,  made  it  his  home  until  his  death  in  1889.  Henry 
built  wings  at  either  end  of  the  original  house  in  1850,  at  which 
time  he  also  added  a  porch  with  grapevine  pattern  in  cast  iron 
posts  so  characteristic  of  the  times.  Francis  G.  du  Pont  made  it  a 
clubhouse  for  the  workmen  about  1890,  which  continued  until 
1910.  A  wooden  addition  was  built  on  the  south  end — really  a 
separate  building  connected  to  the  ground  floor  by  a  passage.  By 
the  ground  floor  is  meant  the  basement  which  is  at  ground  level 
at  the  back.  This  addition,  equipped  for  gymnastics,  was  also  used 
for  dances  and  parties  for  the  workmen.  The  house  was  used  as 
guards  barracks  during  World  War  I.  Henry  A.  du  Pont  bought 
the  house  and  altered  it  in  1923  since  which  it  has  been  the  home 
of  his  daughter,  Louise  Evelina  du  Pont  Crowninshield  and  her 
husband,  Francis  B.  Crowninshield. 

At  the  time  of  this  last  alteration,  the  road  as  shown  in  the 
dotted  lines  replaced  the  old  straight  one.  There  used  to  be  a 
white  paling  fence  which  curved  inward  in  a  semi-circle  from  the 
road  in  which  space  were  two  hitching  posts.  A  gate  was  at  the 
middle  part  of  this  semi-circumference  from  which  a  path  led  to 
the  front  door.  The  garden  was  across  the  road  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  two  roads.  In  the  nineties,  although  it  had  been 
neglected  for  years,  it  was  still  a  charming  spot.  A  semi-circular 
curve  in  a  retaining  wall  at  the  east  end  of  this  garden,  where  the 
road  used  to  run  is  still  there.  It  is  said  that  this  was  built,  and 
enclosed  by  a  fence,  to  provide  a  place  to  keep  live  terrapin 
destined  for  the  table  at  Eleutherian  Mills.  Whether  it  was  built 
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by  E.  I.  du  Pont  or  Henry  du  Pont  is  not  recorded,  but  the  former 
is  the  more  likely. 

Louviers 

Louviers  (E-3)  “Lower  House ”  was  built  for  Victor  Marie 
du  Pont  in  1811.  It  was  named  after  a  town  between  Rouen  and 
Paris,  a  center  of  wool  yarn  and  cloth  manufacture,  and  the  name 
applied  not  to  the  house  alone  but  to  the  mill  and  the  locality. 
Letters  and  papers  are  extant,  written  from  both  Louviers  houses 
and  from  the  mill  office  dated  “Louviers.”  Thus  both  houses  bore 
the  same  name. 

Victor  du  Pont  lived  in  Louviers  “Lower  House”  until  his 
death  in  1827,  following  which,  his  family  continued  there  until 
1833.  When  Victor's  youngest  son,  Samuel  Francis,  married 
his  cousin,  Sophie  du  Pont,  his  mother,  with  her  daughter  and 
granddaughter,  moved  to  the  Upper  House. 

In  1837  Samuel  Francis  du  Pont,  after  his  mother's  death, 
moved  to  the  Louviers  Upper  House  and  “Lower  House”  then 
became  the  home  of  Charles  du  Pont,  who  lived  there  with  his 
family  until  his  death  in  1869.  Eugene  du  Pont  married  Charles 
du  Pont's  daughter,  Amelia  Elizabeth  in  1866  and  they  made  the 
Lower  House  their  home  until  they  moved  to  Nemours  in  1882. 
The  next  resident  was  Henry  Belin  du  Pont,  who  lived  there  with 
his  wife,  Eleuthera  Paulina  (Bradford)  du  Pont  from  the  time  of 
their  marriage  in  1897  until  they  went  to  live  near  Phoenix, 
Arizona  in  1900.  The  house  remained  unoccupied  after  that  until 
William  Winder  Laird,  Jr.  married  Winifred  Moreton  in  1935,  and 
having  repaired  the  house  and  somewhat  remade  the  grounds, 
made  it  his  residence. 

Louviers  Upper  House  (F-3)  was  a  small  farm  house  on  the 
property  when  it  was  bought  by  Peter  Bauduy  in  1802.  The  first 
record  we  have  of  any  of  the  Du  Pont  family  making  it  a  home  was 
at  the  time  Samuel  Francis  du  Pont  married,  when  his  mother, 
Gabrielle  Josephine  de  La  Fite  de  Pelleport  du  Pont  moved 
there  with  her  daughter,  Amelia,  and  granddaughter,  Gabrielle 
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Josephine.  The  latter  was  married  in  1836  and  when  the  mother 
died  in  1837,  Amelia  moved  out  and  the  house  became  the  home 
of  Samuel  Francis  du  Pont,  as  noted  in  the  foregoing,  who  altered 
it  to  its  present  architecture,  though  it  bears  every  evidence  of 
more  than  one  enlargement.  He  lived  there  till  his  death  in  1865, 
and  his  widow,  Sophie  Madeleine  du  Pont,  last  surviving  of  the 
children  of  E.  I.  du  Pont,  died  there  in  1888.  In  1893,  Captain 
Sidney  Stuart,  army  Inspector  for  government  contracts  of  pow¬ 
der,  moved  to  this  house  and  lived  there  until  1899  when  he  met 
his  death  in  an  explosion  at  Carneys  Point,  the  tragic  result  of 
experimenting  on  an  idea  of  his  own.  In  1903,  Mary  Alicia  Hey¬ 
ward  Bradford  married  George  Amory  Maddox  and  lived  there 
for  a  few  years.  In  1919  Francis  I.  du  Pont,  his  wife,  Marianna 
Rhett  du  Pont  and  their  family  moved  from  their  house  in 
Wilmington  to  Louviers  Upper  House,  and  Francis  I.  du  Pont 
having  died  in  1942,  his  family  have  continued  residence  there 
to  this  day. 


Hagley 

Hagley  House  (E-6)  was  built  in  1814  and  appears  on  a  Du  Pont 
Company  inventory  of  that  year  as  a  wood  frame  house,  partly 
finished,  for  the  director  of  the  mills.  A  little  later  E.  I.  du  Pont 
stated,  in  regard  to  the  transaction  whereby  he  bought  out  Peter 
Bauduy,  “The  Dalmas  house  was  included  in  the  1814  inventory.” 
From  this  it  follows  that  it  was  first  occupied  by  Charles  Dalmas. 
After  him,  Antoine  Bidermann  lived  there  but  he  resigned  from  the 
partnership  in  1837  and  Alexis  I.  du  Pont  came  into  residence  with 
his  wife,  Joanna  Smith  du  Pont,  whom  he  married  in  December, 
1 836.  During  the  period  from  1 852  to  1854,  Alexis  I.  du  Pont  added 
the  western  end,  the  third  story  and  the  porches  to  the  house; 
again  there  were  grapevine  pattern  cast  iron  grilled  porch  pillars 
such  as  Henry  du  Pont  put  on  “Eleutherian  Mills.”  After  Alexis’ 
death  in  1857,  his  widow  lived  there  until  her  demise  in  1876.  In 
1879  it  became  the  home  of  Robert  Frazer,  one  of  the  Du  Pont 
Company’s  engineers,  whose  daughter,  Margaret,  was  born  there. 
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He  was  employed  from  July  1st  of  that  year  until  May  31,  1881 
and  lived  at  Hagley  during  most  of  that  period.  A  few  years  after 
he  left  Mrs.  Lammot  du  Pont  and  family  (in  1885  f°r  that  summer 
only)  succeeded  him,  and  shortly  thereafter,  Alexis  I.  du  Pont,  Jr. 
took  over.  Finally  Joanna's  daughter,  Eleuthera  Paulina  du  Pont 
Bradford,  with  her  husband,  Hon.  Edward  Green  Bradford  and 
family  moved  from  a  house  in  Wilmington  to  Hagley  where  Mrs. 
Bradford  died  in  1906.  Judge  Bradford  and  his  son  Edward  con¬ 
tinued  there  until  an  explosion  in  January,  1915  broke  out  the 
window  glass  and  shook  loose  the  plaster,  whereupon  they  moved 
into  the  “Crooked  Billet"1  a  famous  old  house  on  the  south  side 
of  the  road  which  coincides  with  Barley  Mill  Lane  to  the  west  of 
Kennett  Pike.  Hagley  remained  empty  after  the  Bradfords  left 
and  is  going  to  ruin  as  this  is  written. 

Nemours 

Nemours  (E -5)  was  built  for  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont  in  1824,  at 
the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Margaretta  Elizabeth  Lammot.  He 
occupied  it  until  his  death  in  1856,  and  his  widow  continued  to 
live  there  until  the  marriage  of  her  son,  Lammot,  to  Mary  Belin 
in  1865,  at  which  time  she  moved  to  Goodstay,  a  house  to  the  west 
of  the  Kennett  Pike,  south  of  Rising  Sun  Lane.  Lammot  du  Pont 
lived  at  Nemours  until  he  moved  to  Philadelphia  in  1881. 

Eugene  du  Pont  with  his  family  next  occupied  Nemours  in  1881, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1902  when  his  wife  and  family 
moved  to  Pelleport  on  the  west  side  of  Kennett  Pike  between 
Center  Road  and  Buck  Road  where  Mrs.  Du  Pont  lived  with  her 
daughter  Amy  Elizabeth  du  Pont  and  her  sons,  Alexis  Irenee  and 
Eugene.  She  died  in  1917. 

Frank  Connable,  a  Du  Pont  official,  occupied  Nemours  from 
1904  until  1912  after  which  it  was  vacant  until  1923  when  the 
Du  Pont  Powder  Mill  properties  were  sold  to  members  of  the 

1  The  “Crooked  Billet”  was  a  well  known  Inn  in  the  Eighteenth  Century.  Edward 
Bradford  was  an  enthusiastic  amateur  wine  maker  who  found  the  wine  cellar  of  the  old 
inn  much  to  his  liking. 
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family  and  the  house  taken  over  by  J.  Simpson  Dean  and  his  wife, 
Paulina  du  Pont  Dean. 

Nemours  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  back  wing,  and  the 
circular  stairway  was  built  in  1844  by  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont.  In 
1923  the  north  and  south  ends  were  extended  and  the  interior 
somewhat  remodeled.  The  road  running  along  the  front  gave  place 
to  the  present  lane  at  the  same  time.  When  the  old  road  was  there 
the  fence  was  of  slanted  palings,  crossed  so  as  to  produce  a  dia¬ 
mond  pattern,  and  a  small  circle  drive  occupied  the  space  between 
the  gate  at  the  road  and  the  front  porch.  The  fence  was  painted 
a  soft  green  in  the  nineties. 

The  Smith  Home 

Thomas  Mackie  Smith’s  house  (D-6)  was  bought  in  1803  and 
had  been  the  residence  of  Jacob  Broom.  It  was  built  about  1790. 
When  the  land  on  which  it  stands  was  bought,  Du  Pont  de  Nemours 
hoped  that  it  would  be  his  home  but  this  did  not  come  about  as 
his  wife  never  crossed  the  ocean  and  he  lived  the  rest  of  his  life  at 
“Eleutherian  Mills.”  There  seems  to  be  no  record  of  its  occupancy 
from  the  time  of  the  purchase  in  1803  until  the  marriage  of 
Eleuthera  du  Pont  to  Thomas  Mackie  Smith,  M.D.  in  1834.  ^r* 
Smith  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1852  and  his  widow  made  it 
her  home  until  1871  when  Francis  G.  du  Pont  married  Elise 
Wigfall  Simons1  and  took  over  after  Eleuthera  transferred  her 
residence  to  the  house  on  the  south  side  of  Barley  Mill  Lane  (C-8). 

Francis  G.  du  Pont  added  to  the  east  end  of  the  house  in  1879- 
80  and  the  west  end  in  1889.  In  1893  the  front  porch  was  enlarged 
and  the  front  door  and  hall  re-built.  In  1891  he  changed  the  green 
house  into  a  billiard  room  and  the  Granary2  into  a  chemical 
laboratory  which  he  connected  to  the  house  by  passages.  He  also 
had  an  astronomical  observatory  which  was  moved  at  this  time 
to  become  an  addition  to  the  laboratory.  This  laboratory  was  built 

1  They  were  married  from  the  Gilpin  residence  on  Market  St.,  Wilmington,  where 
Miss  Simons  was  living  at  the  time. 

2  This  was  a  farm  building  used  as  the  name  implies,  for  the  storage  of  grain  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  manufacture  of  black  powder. 
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and  equipped  because  he  had  been  selected  at  a  meeting  of  the 
partners  to  develop  smokeless  powder. 

Francis  G.  du  Pont  died  in  this  house  in  1904  and  his  widow 
in  1919.  After  1919,  his  coachman,  James  Horty,  beloved  and 
trusted  by  all  the  family,  lived  there  as  caretaker  until  he  died  in 
1920.  In  1936-37  the  additions  were  torn  down,  a  smaller  one  built 
on  the  west  end,  the  laboratory  and  observatory  razed  and  the 
billiard  room  moved.  The  original  front  porch,  front  door  and 
dormer  windows  were  restored,  the  actual  porch  posts  having  been 
preserved  and  the  limestone  threshold  also;  since  when  it  has  been 
the  home  of  Henry  Silliman  and  his  wife,  Marianna  du  Pont 
Silliman. 


Rokeby 

Rokeby  (C-9)  was  built  for  Gabrielle  Josephine  du  Pont  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  to  William  Breck,  in  1836.  It  was  her  wish 
that  the  plan  be  copied  from  Louviers  Upper  House.  This  was 
done,  except  that  through  some  misunderstanding,  the  Louviers 
house  was  measured  inside  and  the  resulting  measurements  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  outside  of  Rokeby.  The  result  was,  of  course,  that 
Rokeby  turned  out  somewhat  smaller  than  expected,  and,  so  it  is 
reported,  the  stairway  is  very  crowded  on  account  of  the  fact  that, 
in  the  building,  this  feature  absorbed  more  than  its  share  of  the 
discrepancy.  William  Breck  and  his  family  lived  there  until  1859 
when  they  moved  to  Scranton,  Pa. 

Charles  I.  du  Pont,  Jr.,  who  had  been  at  Louisville,  Ky.  where, 
with  his  cousin,  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont,  he  had  established  a  paper 
business,  sold  his  interest,  returned  to  the  Brandywine,  and  pur¬ 
chased  Rokeby.  This  must  have  been  about  the  time  of  his  mar¬ 
riage  in  1862.  He  lived  at  Rokeby  until  his  death  in  1873.  The 
house  was  at  first  built  with  but  two  rooms  on  a  floor,  and  with 
the  dining  room,  therefore,  in  the  basement.  When  the  addi¬ 
tion  was  built  is  not  recorded.  After  his  death,  his  brother,  Victor 
(1828-1888)  lived  there  for  a  short  time.  In  this  year  Victor  put 
in  the  lane  to  Center  Road;  before  that  the  entrance  was  through 


DU  PONT  DOMAIN 


17 


a  gate  on  Barley  Mill  Lane.  It  is  said  the  boys  in  the  neighborhood 
used  to  run  to  open  this  gate  when  Charles  I.  du  Pont  approached 
it  in  his  buggy  because  he  always  threw  them  some  pennies  for  this 
service.  Victor  du  Pont,  Jr.  (1852-1911)  planted  the  trees  along 
the  drive  on  June  30,  1873,  his  twenty-first  birthday.  Victor 
du  Pont  died  in  1888.  From  then  until  her  death  in  1909,  Mary 
Van  Dyke  du  Pont  lived  at  Rokeby  with  her  nephew  Charles  I, 
until  his  death  in  1902.  Upon  the  death  of  Mary  Van  Dyke 
du  Pont  in  1909,  T.  Coleman  du  Pont  bought  Rokeby.  E.  Paul 
du  Pont,  having  married  Jean  Kane  Foulke,  rented  the  house  and 
lived  there  the  first  year  of  their  marriage,  after  which  they  moved 
to  City  Point,  Virginia.  Rokeby  was  again  occupied  by  a  member 
of  the  Du  Pont  family  in  1912  when  Alice  Hounsfield  du  Pont 
married  Paul  E.  Wilson.  Her  husband  died  in  1916  and  she  con¬ 
tinued  in  residence  there  until,  in  1921,  she  married  C.  Douglass 
Buck  and  moved  to  “Buena  Vista,”  near  New  Castle,  Del.  Henry 
Belin  du  Pont  moved  into  Rokeby  with  his  bride,  in  February, 
1929,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  he  built  his  house  near 
Hockessin  which  was  completed  in  July,  1935.  Next  came  Dorcas 
Van  Dyke  Buck  (daughter  of  Hon.  and  Mrs.  C.  Douglass  Buck 
and  granddaughter  of  Hon.  T.  Coleman  du  Pont)  who  has  been 
the  mistress  of  Rokeby  since  1943  in  which  year  she  married 
Captain  Donald  K.  Farquhar.  During  the  interval  between  1921 
and  1943  the  house  was  leased  to  outsiders  but  remained  in  Du  Pont 
family  ownership. 


Henry  Belin’s  House 

There  seems  to  be  no  record  of  the  building  of  Henry  Belin’s 
house  (E-6).  Its  architecture  may,  however,  be  significant,  for  it 
exhibits  the  same  utilization  of  jigsaw  work  as  did  the  Cannon 
House.  The  latter  seems  to  have  been  built  between  1850  and 
i860.  The  old  carpenter  shop  (F-6)  evidently  had  no  power  ma¬ 
chinery,  as  it  was  not  near  water  power,  but  in  1 848  the  carpenter 
shop  was  moved  to  a  mill  on  Squirrel  Run  (Cooper  Shop  C-7) 
where  power  machinery  could  be  installed,  in  fact  which  was 
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already  a  saw  mill.  It  seems  likely  that  any  building  showing 
lavish  use  of  scroll  saw  work  would  date  from  after  this  move. 
Hence,  Henry  Belin’s  house  was  probably  new  in  Alexis  I.  du  Pont’s 
time  and  in  all  likelihood  were  this  the  case,  it  was  built  for  Henry 
Belin.  In  Fairlambs  survey,  1826,  a  building  shows  at  this  point 
from  which  it  is  to  be  concluded  that  the  above  remarks  refer  to 
its  alteration  rather  than  building.  This  house  was  occupied  by 
the  Company’s  Bookkeepers  (or  Chief  Clerks)  until  1892.  These 
with  dates  of  employment  were:  Charles  Augustus  Belin,  1823- 
1844;  Henry  Belin,  Sr.,  1845-1865;  Henry  Belin,  Jr.,  1866-1870; 
Edward  Collison,  1870-1892;  David  B.  Curlett,  1892-1902.1  The 
exact  dates  of  occupancy  cannot  be  ascertained  and  there  is  no 
definite  information  in  regard  to  Augustus  Belin’s  residence  here. 


The  Banks,  Villages  and  Homes 

Any  group  of  workmen’s  houses  were  known  as  “Banks”  al¬ 
though  they  might  have  had  other  specific  names  also.  Those  near 
the  Upper  Yard  were  called  the  Upper  Banks  (D-3).  Here  the 
house  of  the  head  farmer  was  located  and  hereabout  also  most  of 
the  willow  peeling2  went  on.  These  houses  were  quite  close  to  the 
powder  yard  fence  and  gates,  but  except  during  their  duties  as 
employees,  none  might  enter. 

Charles’  Banks  (F-4)  were  originally  built  to  house  the  Louviers 
Mill  workmen,  as  was  also  Duck  Street  and  Chicken  Alley  (E-3). 
The  people  who  lived  in  Charles’  Banks  were  practically  in  the 
woods.  As  a  large  number  of  the  people  were  well  versed  in  nature 
lore  and  fishing,  this  must  have  been  a  pleasant  spot  for  them.  The 
men  and  boys  used  to  swim  in  Upper  Yard  dam  in  great  numbers. 
Except  for  Duck  Street,  which  has  since  taken  the  name  of 
Chicken  Alley,  the  houses  were  torn  down  about  1900;  Chicken 

1  John  W.  Macklem  became  the  tenant  in  1892.  He  succeeded  Curlett  as  Accountant 
who  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Bookkeeper  upon  Collison’s  death  and  lived  in  a  house 
situated  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  Montchanin  (Center)  Road,  a  short  distance  north  of 
the  Buck  Road.  Macklem  occupied  the  Belin  house  until  April,  1899. 

2  Willow  peeling:  stripping  bark  from  willow  boughs  which  were  used  to  make  charcoal. 
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Alley  going  first,  then  Charles'  Banks.  The  spring  for  Charles’ 
Banks  was  at  the  south  end  of  the  houses,  just  off  the  end  of  the 
road  in  the  woods.  The  store  at  E-4  was  there  in  the  early  nineties, 
and  then  about  1893,  it  was  moved  to  Flemings.  Wagoners’  Row 
(A-6)  had  about  six  houses  which  were  occupied  by  the  men  who 
worked  at  Flemings  barn.  A  footpath  crossed  Squirrel  Run  on  a 
plank  bridge  and  led  to  a  turnstile  in  the  fence  at  B-5  on  Squirrel 
Run  Hill,  as  many  of  the  teamsters  had  to  go  to  the  barn  at  D-4 
as  their  teams  happened  to  be  disposed. 

Free  Park  (D-6)  was  so  named  because  the  houses  were  free. 
However,  as  all  the  other  workmen  houses  were  also  free,  it  was 
probably  a  euphemism,  as  the  name  Flea  Park  was  used  more  than 
the  more  euphemistic  “Free.”  It  is  said  that  Dr.  Thomas  Mackie 
Smith  originated  the  name  from  the  fleas  which  seemed  to  espe¬ 
cially  infest  the  pigs  which  the  people  there  kept  in  his  time,  till 
the  building  of  Christ  Church  put  an  end  to  the  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere  by  these  animals.  Or  maybe  the  ban  was  not  put  on 
pigs  till  much  later;  it  is  not  recorded.  Squirrel  Run  Village  (C-7) 
had  a  large  population  in  the  nineties  and  was  very  picturesque, 
with  the  wooden  steps,  the  “Diamond”  bridge,  a  road  bridge  over 
the  run  where  the  road  crossed  at  an  angle,  so  that  the  wooden 
bridge  platform  was  diamond  shape,  and  the  log  footbridge.  There 
were  several  springs.  Henry  Clay  Factory,  as  the  postoffice  and  the 
entire  village  along  the  Brandywine  at  D-10  was  called,  was  also 
populous.  There  was  a  store  and  a  saloon,  and  a  postofffce  and  even 
a  railroad  station  here,  although  this  writer  never  heard  of  pas¬ 
sengers  boarding  any  trains.  This  station  bore  a  sign  “New 
Bridge”  and  was  located  just  where  the  track  crossed  Rising  Sun 
Lane.  Walker’s  Banks  (D-9)  had  numerous  houses,  including 
apartments  in  the  cotton  mill  at  E-8,  one  of  the  first  cotton  mills 
to  be  abandoned. 

The  J.  White  house  (D-i)  was  on  the  property  when  purchased. 
During  the  operations  of  the  powder  mill  it  was  occupied  by  a 
tenant  farmer,  at  least  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  time,  and  the 
same  can  be  said  of  the  Kemether  Farm.  These  were  purchased  by 
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Lammot  du  Pont  in  1923  and  remodeled  by  him.  The  J.  White 
house  became  the  home  of  Esther  du  Pont  Weir  and  her  husband, 
Campbell  Weir. 


The  “Yards” — Mills  and  Machinery 

The  Upper  Yard  was  built  in  1802,  the  first  of  the  powder  mills 
on  the  Brandywine.  The  first  buildings  were  many  of  them  either 
torn  down  or  wrecked  in  the  explosions.  The  Refinery  (D-4)  was 
one  of  the  first  constructed,  and  it  was  added  to  many  times.  At 
first,  there  was  no  need  for  power  in  it,  but  a  time  came  when  this 
was  desirable.  The  first  application  of  power  was  by  a  cable  belt 
which  ran  from  a  water  wheel.  In  1854  a  steam  engine  was  in¬ 
stalled  and  a  brick  stack  built  for  its  boiler.  About  1885-1890  a 
turbine  wheel  took  the  place  of  the  water  wheel  and  the  power 
was  transmitted  by  shafting  running  part  of  the  way  in  a  tunnel. 
The  water  power  and  the  steam  engine  supplemented  each  other. 
The  refinery  burned  in  1889,  endangering  some  of  the  powder 
mills,  so  that  there  was  a  time  of  great  excitement  in  saving  them. 
It  was  partly  torn  down  in  1923,  and  the  ruins  with  alterations  and 
additions  became  Mr.  Frank  Crowninshield’s  garden,  much  of  the 
transformation  having  been  made  by  him  with  his  own  hands.  The 
little  coal  house  and  another  building  near  it  appear  in  the  Dalmas 
picture,  and  are  still  standing.  The  Eagle  Mill  was  not  built  at  the 
time  Charles  Dalmas  drew  the  picture  (1806)  but  a  building  of 
different  appearance  is  shown  on  its  site.  It  is  said  that  the  Eagle 
Mill  operated  to  make  powder  for  the  war  of  1812,  and  it  also 
produced  powder  for  the  Spanish-American  war.  The  machinery 
had  the  appearance  of  having  been  the  same — the  glazing  barrels 
were  smaller  than  those  known  to  be  of  later  construction,  and 
were  hooped  with  split  saplings.  The  power  shaft  extended  through 
the  wall  toward  the  race,  evidently  having  at  first  carried  a  water 
wheel,  which  had  been  replaced  with  a  turbine  and  the  necessary 
gearing  to  turn  the  shaft  as  designed  for  the  original  water  wheel. 
These  early  water  wheels  as  remembered  by  Francis  G.  du  Pont, 
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were  of  the  type  known  as  Breast  Wheels  and  not  the  overshot 
wheels.  The  Breast  Wheel  operates  on  the  following  principle.  The 
water  comes  against  the  rim  of  the  wheel  which  has  paddles  more 
like  a  steamboat  paddle  wheel  and  follows  down  in  a  trough  that 
fits  closely  around  the  wheel  to  the  bottom,  where  it  flows  free 
from  the  end  of  the  trough  into  the  tail  race.  In  the  overshot 
wheel  the  circumference  carries  water  tight  buckets  into  which  the 
water  falls  at  the  top.  As  it  is  impossible  to  so  shape  these  buckets 
that  the  water  will  remain  in  them  to  the  very  bottom,  some  of  the 
fall  of  the  water  is  lost.  The  Breast  Wheel  must  be  much  larger,  as 
the  water  enters  the  wheel  at  the  half  way  point.  These  very  large 
wheels  must  have  been  picturesque  indeed.  An  engraving  of  the 
Eagle  Mill  has  decorated  the  stock  certificates  of  the  E.  I.  du  Pont 
de  Nemours  &  Co.  for  many  years.  This  mill  was  destroyed  by  an 
explosion  during  World  War  I,  at  which  time  the  old  machinery 
had  been  removed  and  it  had  become  a  graining  mill. 

The  company  office  (D-4)  was  built  prior  to  1806  as  it  is  in  the 
Dalmas  picture.  It  would  be  natural  to  build  it  at  the  very  first, 
and  no  doubt  that  was  done.  It  has  been  added  to,  probably  twice, 
since  the  picture  was  drawn  (1806).  The  additions  were  later  than 
1840  as  the  Bass  Otis  painting  clearly  shows.  It  continued  to  serve 
as  an  office  until  1890  when  the  “New  Office”  was  opened.  The 
files  in  the  old  company  office  contained  voluminous  personal  and 
business  correspondence,  including  a  great  many  letters,  some 
written  while  the  family  were  in  France,  and  these  valuable 
records  of  the  Du  Pont  family  history  and  genealogy,  were  pre¬ 
served  to  be  ably  translated  by  Mrs.  B.  G.  du  Pont  and  published 
by  Pierre  S.  du  Pont  in  1925.  A  story  concerning  the  old  office  is 
that  Henry  du  Pont  used  to  tip  his  chair  upon  one  leg  and  turn  it 
around  to  face  visitors,  until  it  finally  wore  a  hole  in  the  flooring 
so  that  the  chair  leg  went  through. 

The  Blacksmith  Shop  (E-6)  shows  on  the  map  dated  1849  as 
does  also  the  Millwright  Shop  (F-6).  F.  G.  du  Pont’s  Explosion 
Record  mentions  both  of  these  buildings  in  connection  with  Alexis 
I.  du  Pont. 
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The  Hagley  Yard  was  built  in  1812-14  and  extended  to  include 
the  Henry  Clay  Factory  about  1885.  It  is  called  the  Lower  Yard 
on  the  Fairlamb  Survey. 

The  Lower  Yard  is  mentioned  in  a  letter  written  by  Alfred 
Victor  du  Pont  in  1839  as  “our  new  yard.”  In  a  letter  written  by 
Henry  du  Pont  to  Amos  C.  Brinton  dated  January  7,  1884,1  is  the 
statement  “The  Lower  Powder  Works  in  Brandywine  Hundred 
were  built  on  our  unoccupied  water  power  in  1847” — evidently  an 
error  as  the  date  was  probably  1837,  thus  making  it  “new”  in 
i839. 

There  was  a  powder  yard  opposite  the  Upper  Yard  which  was 
built  in  1890  after  the  big  explosion  and  expanded  from  time  to 
time.  During  World  War  I  it  grew  until  Louviers  Lower  House 
was  inside  its  enclosure.  It  produced  brown  prismatic  powder  for 
the  Spanish-American  War,  and  Eagle  powder,  or  sporting  powder 
later.  After  the  explosion  of  1890  some  of  the  Upper  Yard  proc¬ 
esses  were  moved  across  the  creek  to  it,  on  account  of  crowded 
conditions  in  the  Upper  Yard.  Steam  was  carried  across  the  creek 
in  a  pipe  on  a  suspension  bridge  which  was  located  about  a 
hundred  yards  above  the  Upper  Yard  dam.  Track  was  laid  across 
the  Iron  Bridge  for  “powder  cars”  to  serve  this  Yard. 

Of  the  gate  houses  (H-2)  on  the  Brandywine  Hundred  entrance 
to  Louviers  no  record  can  be  found,  but  from  the  similarity  of  the 
architecture  to  the  Lower  Louviers  house,  the  inference  is  strong 
that  they  were  built  about  the  same  time.  They  would  not  have 
been  built  when  the  Louviers  Mill  had  become  a  financial  burden, 
which  consideration  gives  strength  to  the  inference  though  this 
mill  had  many  prosperous  years  later.  They  have  been  known  as 
the  White  Gates  and  the  Black  Gates,  as  the  stonework  was 
white-washed  and  the  gate  painted  black. 

The  Hagley  Office  (F-7)  was  the  summer  home  of  Rumford 
Dawes  according  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Montgomery,  who  says  it  was 
the  oldest  house  on  the  Brandywine.  It  had  a  garden  on  the  side 
toward  the  river  in  which  stood  two  cypress  trees  which  are  thriv- 

1  Appendix  F.  “E.  I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  &  Co.,  1802-1902.”  By  B.  G.  du  Pont. 
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ing  at  this  writing.  When  Thomas  Mackie  Smith,  M.D.  lived  on 
the  Brandywine,  the  Hagley  powder  yard  did  not  include  this 
building,  and  he  used  it  for  an  office.  He  had  a  mounted  human 
skeleton  there  which  remained  in  the  building  all  the  time  that  it 
was  used  as  a  powder  mill  office.  The  building  was  razed  in  the 
early  1930’s  and  there  was  talk  among  the  boys  in  the  neighborhood 
of  finding  a  human  skeleton  in  it.  This  was  the  office  of  F.  G. 
du  Pont  when  he  first  went  into  the  powder  work. 

The  Cooper  Shop  (C-7)  was  originally  a  grist  mill  and  saw  mill. 
It  was  on  the  property  when  the  purchase  was  made.  It  was  leased 
to  tenants,  the  last  to  operate  it  being  named  Phillips,  and  the 
dam  in  Squirrel  Run  being  known  as  Phillips  Dam  as  previously 
noted.  An  entry  in  F.  G.  du  Pont’s  Explosion  Record,  states  that 
the  carpenter  shop  moved  to  this  building  in  1848.  This  was  a  con¬ 
cession  to  Victor  Stirling  who  also  made  some  of  the  wooden  kegs 
here.  Francis  G.  du  Pont  described  the  water  wheel  to  the  writer 
as  follows:  The  wheel  was  enormous,  thirty  or  forty  feet  in  diam¬ 
eter.  As  a  boy  he  remembered  standing  on  the  stone  work,  near 
the  shaft  support  as  he  watched  the  wheel  turn.  The  wheel  turned 
so  slowly  that  the  motion  had  to  be  multiplied  many  times  for  the 
high  speed  woodworking  machinery  inside.  This  was  accomplished 
by  making  the  water  wheel  itself  into  the  first  gear  wheel.  Curved 
sections  of  iron  were  bolted  to  the  side  of  its  rim,  having  teeth  on 
the  inside  of  the  curve  so  that  a  continuous  gear  wheel  was  formed. 
These  teeth  engaged  those  of  a  comparatively  small  wheel  on  a 
shaft  protruding  through  the  mill  wall.  The  big  water  wheel  was 
covered  with  slime  and  had  a  dank  smell.  Water  dripped  from  the 
top  and  ran  in  a  continuous  rivulet  on  the  inside  of  the  rim  be¬ 
tween  the  spokes  as  the  wheel  turned.  The  teeth  of  the  gear  were 
covered  with  grease  squeezed  out  at  the  edges  and  frothy  brown 
where  the  water  had  mixed  into  it  from  the  working  of  the  wheels. 
Way  up  toward  the  sky  the  top  appeared,  moving  majestically 
overhead  as  the  water  dripped  down  the  paddles  and  rim.  The 
gears  gave  off  a  grinding  and  ringing  noise,  the  water  rushed 
against  the  paddles  as  they  struck  into  it,  pit-pat,  while  intermit- 
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tently  from  inside  was  heard  the  high  pitched  whine  of  a  circular 
saw  biting  into  a  plank.  No  wonder  he  had  a  vivid  recollection  of 
it.  What  a  thrill  such  a  sight  would  be  to  any  boy! 

In  1885  Francis  G.  du  Pont  established  a  carpenter  shop  in  the 
Dye  House  of  the  Henry  Clay  Factory  and  the  building  became 
workmen’s  homes.  S.  Hallock  du  Pont  razed  the  building  and  used 
the  stone  in  building  his  house  in  1927. 

The  Wooden  Keg  Mill  (F-7)  was  started  in  1838  but  a  freshet  in 
February  1839  threw  down  the  walls  “as  there  was  no  roof  to  sup¬ 
port  them”  according  to  the  letter  of  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont, 
written  at  that  time.  No  doubt  it  was  erected  shortly  after  that. 
Even  after  metal  kegs  had  been  introduced,  the  government  orders 
for  Army  and  Navy  powder,  specified  wooden  kegs.  This  mill  ran 
from  about  1839-40  to  December  28,  1883  when  it  burned  and 
was  not  rebuilt.  It  was  connected  to  the  Hagley  Office  by  a  taut 
wire  telephone,  a  device  sometimes  seen  now  as  a  toy.  When  this 
was  installed  is  not  recorded.  Near  this,  was  a  cotton  mill,  shown 
on  the  maps  of  1848  and  1868.  It  was  probably  on  the  property 
when  purchased  or  was  built  by  outside  capital  on  ground  leased 
from  E.  I.  du  Pont.  It  was  rented  to  various  tenants,  the  last 
being  Carlin  Brothers.  After  1883  it  was  converted  into  workmen’s 
apartments,  the  walls  only  being  used,  as  the  cotton  mill  was  also 
burned  with  the  keg  mill. 

Rolling  Mills,  1  and  2  (F-5)  were  built  in  1822-24  and  were  the 
first  rolling  mills  on  the  Brandywine  or  in  America.  The  machinery 
was  still  standing  in  the  nineties  and  the  arrangement  was  interest¬ 
ing.  A  wooden  shaft  extended  upwards  from  each  mill  on  which 
was  mounted  a  wheel  of  wood  and  iron.  The  spokes  were  morticed 
into  the  shaft  and  supported  a  cast  iron  rim — a  skeleton  affair  with 
slots  into  which  wooden  cogs  were  fitted,  and  held  in  place  by 
wedges.  Above  this  on  a  cross  beam  was  a  wooden  shaft,  horizon¬ 
tal,  which  was  turned  by  the  water  wheel.  This  was  hewn  out  in 
hexagonal  form  and  carried  a  wheel  similar  to  the  one  just  de¬ 
scribed.  An  iron  pin  was  driven  into  the  end  of  this  shaft,  and  an 
iron  band  fitted  over  the  wood  to  prevent  its  splitting  from  driving 
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in  the  iron  pin.  This  is  one  of  the  skills  that  the  millwright  had 
to  learn,  the  fitting  of  a  gudgeon.  After  laying  out  the  work 
with  dividers  and  square  he  would  bore  a  hole  in  the  end  of  the 
wooden  shaft  with  his  augur  by  hand,  hew  the  end  to  fit  the  iron 
band,  then  drive  on  the  band  and  drive  in  the  pin.  Then  he  would 
take  a  great  number  of  hardwood  wedges,  of  a  wood  harder  than 
the  shaft,  placing  a  chisel  against  the  end  of  the  shaft  he  would  hit 
it  a  sharp  blow  and  in  the  crack  this  started,  drive  in  a  wedge.  A 
row  of  these  just  inside  the  ring  and  another  near  the  pin  so 
tightened  the  structure  that  it  was  set  to  stay.  This  digression 
having  been  indulged  in  to  make  clear  the  skill  of  the  millwright 
in  the  construction  of  wooden  machinery,  we  return  to  Rolling 
Mills,  1  and  2.  The  wooden  shafts  and  colossal  wheels  were  so 
ponderous  that  they  merely  rested,  as  it  were,  in  notches,  nice 
brass  ones  it  is  true,  called  boxes,  in  which  they  revolved.  The 
water  wheel  was  between  the  two  mills,  enormous,  slow  moving,  as 
were  all  the  breast  wheels.  The  mills  did  not  run  in  the  nineties 
nor  is  any  record  available  of  when  they  last  did  run. 

The  Louviers  Mill  (E-4)  has  a  history  much  of  which  is  known 
and  much  of  which  eludes  discovery.  The  building  of  the  race  was 
started  in  1808,  and  the  factory  was  ready  to  start  in  1810.  The 
plan  as  laid  out  at  the  beginning,  was  that  there  were  to  be  five 
shares,  divided  equally  between  Victor  du  Pont,  Duplanty,  Du- 
rufle,  Bauduy  and  E.  I.  du  Pont.  The  name  was  Du  Pont,  Bauduy 
&  Co.1  The  first  conception  was  the  manufacture  of  woolen  cloth  of 
good  but  not  superfine  quality.  The  first  manager  recommended  by 
Girard  of  New  York,  was  William  Clifford.  He  changed  the  ma¬ 
chinery  to  make  only  the  finest  grade  of  cloth,  turned  out  to  be 
unsatisfactory  in  many  ways  and  left.2  Thomas  Jefferson  wrote  to 
E.  I.  du  Pont,  December  2.5, 1812  “For  the  cloth  be  pleased  to  accept 
my  thanks,  its  quality  is  certainly  superior  to  anything  we  have 
seen  done  in  America.”  Clifford  had  succeeded  in  getting  Duplanty 

1  The  relationship  between  this  Company  and  Bauduy,  Garesche  &  Co.  is  not  clear. 
Consult  “Life  of  E.  I.  du  Pont,”  by  B.  G.  du  Pont.,  Vols.  8,  9  and  10. 

2  See  “Lives  of  Victor  and  Josephine  du  Pont,”  by  B.  G.  du  Pont. 
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“out”  during  his  short  stay  and  the  operation  was  not  profitable. 
In  1812  articles  were  signed  in  which  the  shares  were  as  follows: 
Peter  Bauduy  4  shares,  E.  I.  du  Pont  4  shares,  V.  M.  Garesche 
3  shares,  Ferdinand  Bauduy  3  shares,  J.  R.  Garesche  2  shares  and 
Peter  Bauduy  for  Bernard  Sassenay  4  shares.  The  shares  were 
$2,000  each.  The  money  so  furnished  covered  the  mill  and  operat¬ 
ing  losses  to  that  date.  Ferdinand  Bauduy  and  V.  M.  Garesche 
were  to  devote  their  entire  time  to  the  operation.  The  great 
demand  for  cloth  for  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  stopping  of  imports 
from  England,  made  profit  for  the  next  few  years.  There  is 
evidence  in  some  of  the  published  letters  that  they  were  making 
woolen  cloth  in  1824.  After  the  break  with  Bauduy  in  1824  the 
firm  became  Victor  and  Charles  Du  Pont  &  Co.  and  they  seem  to 
have  operated  also  the  mill  at  F-7.  There  were  two  main  buildings 
to  the  Louviers  Mill,  one  to  the  north  of  where  the  Iron  Bridge 
now  stands  and  one  to  the  south.  That  the  north  building  was  the 
mill  and  the  south  one  the  dye  house  is  not  known  definitely  but 
most  of  the  evidence  points  that  way.  By  1842  the  factory  was 
spinning  and  weaving  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  at  which  time 
Thomas  Stirling  was  employed  at  $1.75  per  day  and  wrote  to  his 
family  that  “a  man  could  not  want  anything  better.”  It  was 
operating  in  the  i85o’s  as  a  cotton  mill.  In  1864,  Green  and  Wilson 
began  making  metal  kegs  in  the  south  building,  and  they  were 
stored  in  the  north  one.  This  was  continued  until  1885  when  the 
metal  keg  business  was  taken  over  by  the  company.  The  explosion 
of  1890  so  wrecked  the  buildings  that  they  were  razed. 

The  Henry  Clay  Factory  (D-8)  was  built  in  1815  and  started 
operation  as  a  cotton  mill  in  1816.  Its  building  came  about  in  this 
wise.  Raphael  DuPlanty,  a  refugee  from  the  French  West  Indies 
slave  insurrection  had  been  employed  as  early  as  1803  by  Du  Pont 
de  Nemours  Pere  et  Fils  et  Compagnie.  He  came  to  the  Brandy¬ 
wine  and  so  impressed  E.  I.  du  Pont  with  his  loyalty  and  energy 
that  he  became  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  firm,  as  much  as 
the  loose  organization  of  the  day  allowed  the  application  of  that 
term.  He  was  one  of  those  people  who  value  their  own  services 
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lower  than  does  the  employer  and  E.  I.  du  Pont  felt  uncomfortable 
about  him,  a  condition  that  was  made  the  more  acute  because  he 
was  an  unsuccessful  suitor  of  Victorine.  One  of  the  letters  states  “I 
gave  some  kegs  of  powder  to  DuPlanty  but  he  sold  them  and 
credited  the  Company’s  account.”  E.  I.  du  Pont  arranged  a 
partnership  with  Archibald  McCall  of  Philadelphia,  and  put  in 
some  money  himself,  and  the  Henry  Clay  Factory  was  erected.  It 
made  cotton  and  operated  for  years,  but  the  partnership  was 
described  by  Gabrielle  Josephine  du  Pont  as  “The  unfortunate  ar¬ 
rangement — that  partnership  with  McCall.”  On  July  12,  1820 
E.  I.  du  Pont  wrote  a  complaining  letter  in  which  the  losses  which 
he  paid  are  the  chief  topic,  and  in  which  the  renting  of  the  factory 
is  mentioned.  Evidently,  DuPlanty  and  McCall  were  in  difficulties 
and  E.  I.  du  Pont  took  a  hand.1  There  is  every  evidence  of  the 
factory  having  been  operated  up  to  Alexis  I.  du  Pont’s  time.  In 
February,  1839,  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont  refers  to  it  as  “our  cotton 
factory.” 

In  1884  it  became  the  keg  factory,  at  the  time  the  Green  and 
Wilson  metal  keg  mill  was  bought  by  the  Du  Pont  Co.  There  were 
several  buildings,  one,  the  original  factory  with  its  tower  and  bell, 
and  other  surrounding  buildings.  The  dyeing  house  became  the 
“new  carpenter  shop”  in  1885  when  Victor  Stirling’s  arrangement 
at  the  Cooper  Shop  terminated.  Along  writh  the  new  metal  keg 
factory  there  was  also  required  a  machine  shop  where  dies  for 
pressing  the  metal  keg  parts  could  be  made  and  lighter  work  done 
in  connection  with  the  generation  and  transmission  of  electricity, 
and  experimental  machinery  for  smokeless  powder  which  began 
soon  after.  There  were  buildings  available  at  the  Henry  Clay 
Factory  for  all  these  matters,  and  it  was  out  of  it  there  grew  the 
Brandywine  Shops.  It  was  in  1885  that  the  Hagley  Yard  enclosure 
was  altered  to  embrace  this  group  of  buildings. 

1  As  to  the  name — Henry  Clay,  speaker  of  the  house,  was  instrumental  in  the  adoption 
of  the  first  protective  tariff  about  this  time.  E.  I.  du  Pont  evidently  took  over  the  DuPlanty 
Mill  for  the  debt  to  him  and  operated  it  himself.  Inasmuch  as  the  better  prices  for  cotton 
due  to  the  tariff  must  have  helped  him  recoup  his  earlier  losses,  he  no  doubt  called  it  the 
Henry  Clay  Factory. 
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Old  Carpenter  Shop  (F-6)  may  have  been  the  building  erected  in 
1 8 1 6  as  a  tannery  and  morocco  factory,  on  land  rented  to  them  by 
Alexandre  Cardon  de  Sandrans,  Charles  Dalmas,  Auguste  Dautre- 
mont  and  Jacques  Antoine  Bidermann.  The  survey  of  1 8 1 6  shows 
a  building  in  this  locality  and  it  is  designated  “  Cardon’s  Tannery.” 

Brecks  Mill 

Louis  McLane  built  Brecks  Mill  (D-io)  in  1813,  on  property  he 
bought  from  the  heirs  of  Vincent  Gilpin.  There  was  an  old  frame 
grist  mill  on  the  site  in  which  some  five  hundred  spindles  aug¬ 
mented  the  thousand  in  the  new  mill.  McLane  named  the  place 
Rokeby,  and  the  cotton  mill  was  in  his  time,  referred  to  as  the 
Rokeby  mill.  In  1823  McLane  advertised  in  the  Delaware  Gazette, 
from  which  we  learn  that  one  John  D.  Carter  had  been  operating 
the  mill  under  a  lease,  that  he  was  giving  it  up  and  that  a  new 
tenant  was  sought.  In  1832  Congress  called  for  a  report  on  manu¬ 
facturing,  which  was  made  by  Breck1  and  Swift  who  stated  that 
they  operated  1 500  spindles  (cotton)  in  a  factory  that  they  rented 
from  E.  I.  du  Pont.  Scharf’s  History  of  Delaware  (p.  680)  records 
that  the  Rokeby  factory,  owned  by  Charles  I.  du  Pont  burned 
in  1846  and  was  rebuilt  in  six  weeks.  After  the  civil  war,  small 
cotton  mills  became  less  profitable  and  at  some  time  not  long  after 
that  the  wheels  turned  for  the  last  time.  In  the  nineties  it  was 
fixed  up  for  a  hall  where  the  writer  remembers  fairs,  dances  and 
such  activities  being  held.  The  Du  Pont  Company's  experimental 
station  was  started  in  Brecks  Mill  in  1903  but  soon  outgrew  it  and 
moved  to  the  Lower  Yard.  When  the  Brandywine  Mills  were 
finally  sold  in  1923,  W.  W.  Laird,  Jr.,  purchased  it  and  it  again 
became  a  recreational  centre. 

Walkers  Mill 

Walkers  Mill  (D-8)  was  built  in  1814  by  John  Siddall  and  Co.  on 
land  and  water  power  leased  from  E.  I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  &  Co. 

1  William  Breck  (1813-1870). 


Testing  explosives  in  1843,  showing  the  Eprouvette  with  movable  cover — the  smaller 
structure  of  the  two  in  top  sketch.  Larger  building  in  background  was  used  for 
storage  purposes  and  was  the  predecessor  of  the  Cannon  House ,  described  on  pages 
30  and 31.  The  cut  in  the  middle  represents  the  Eprouvette  as  it  is  today. 

Robert  S.  Griffitts  in  The  Du  Pont  Magazine ,  July-August,  1922 — top  and  bottom  illustrations. 
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It  was  here  that  E.  I.  du  Pont  first  became  interested  in  the  Sunday- 
School,  observing  it  in  operation  in  Siddall’s  mill.  It  was  sold  in 
1823  to  John  Torbert  and  Cyrus  Lamborn;  Joseph  B.  Simms  pur¬ 
chased  it  in  1824.  Simms  named  the  place  Simsville  and  ran  the 
mill  for  several  years.  Joseph  Walker  bought  it  and  operated  it 
longer  than  any  predecessor,  and  in  1881,  Barlow  and  Thatcher 
took  it  over,  and  remodeled  the  machinery  to  make  fine  yarns.  Of 
all  the  Brandywine  Manufacturers  on  the  Du  Pont  properties  this 
one  ran  longest.  It  was  in  operation  as  late  as  1938.  Hodgson 
Bros,  were  the  operating  tenants  for  a  period  of  30  years,  1904- 
1934* 


The  Cannon  House 

The  Cannon  House  (D-5)  was  built  as  a  laboratory  for  testing 
powder  and  for  carrying  on  research  in  powder.  There  was  in  the 
Cannon  House,  in  the  nineties,  at  which  time  it  was  not  used  but 
was  kept  in  order,  apparatus  that  made  this  latter  fact  defy  chal¬ 
lenge.  There  was  a  frictional  static  electric  machine  which  must 
have  been  circa  1848.  This  machine  might  date  the  building  as 
before  the  Civil  War,  and  that  at  least  is  known,  but  not  many 
years  previous.  A  chromolithograph  dated  September,  1862  shows 
the  encampment  of  the  3rd  Regiment  Reserve  Brigade,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  encamped  near  the  Cannon  House,  the  flag  pole  only  show¬ 
ing  but  the  words  “Du  Pont  Cannon  House”  are  printed  below.  It 
does  not  show  on  the  New  Castle  County  map  of  1849,  and  of 
course  the  electric  machine  may  have  first  been  housed  elsewhere. 
The  Eprouvettes  were  unquestionably  installed  at  that  spot  and  a 
small  building  erected  there  very  early.  As  the  small  building  was 
of  plainer  architecture  and  looked  older,  no  doubt  it  was.  There 
were  samples  of  powder  in  it  dated  1827.  As  E.  I.  du  Pont  used  the 
Eprouvettes  at  an  early  date,  they  were  located  here  no  doubt 
from  the  very  first  as  this  one  location  was  the  only  logical  one  for 
Eleutherian  Mills.  The  building  was  of  frame,  having  a  brick 
chimney  at  one  end  and  a  dummy  wooden  chimney  at  the  other  to 
“balance”  it.  There  was  wooden  scroll  work  around  the  eaves 
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which  followed  up  the  eaves  of  small  dormer  roofs  over  the  win¬ 
dows.  Heavy  stones  formed  a  pavement  all  about,  several  trees 
shaded  the  immediate  vicinity,  one  a  sassafras.  The  mast  from 
Admiral  du  Pont’s  flagship  was  planted  as  a  flag  pole  there  and  the 
Eprouvettes  pointed  westward  across  the  road  to  the  adjoining 
field  where  a  series  of  flags  or  markers  enabled  the  distance  the  ball 
carried  to  be  easily  measured.  Also  among  other  apparatus  there 
was  a  very  strong  iron  affair  inside  of  which  powder  could  be 
exploded  and  the  gases  tested,  the  pressure  measured  and  the 
residue  recovered.  Copper  vessels  to  refine  saltpetre,  measures,  a 
table  for  scales,  cabinets  for  apparatus  and  racks  for  guns  gave 
evidence  of  its  use  for  testing  and  research.  It  was  torn  down  in 
1921. 

The  Sunday  School 

This  (D-8)  was  completed  in  1823,  in  which  year,  E.  I.  du  Pont 
finding  the  original  subscription  to  be  insufficient,  had  the  build¬ 
ing  finished  at  his  own  expense.  After  the  building  of  ChristChurch, 
it  was  the  parish  house  until  the  present  building  was  erected  near 
the  Church  in  1899  for  that  purpose.  It  became  the  Hagley  Office 
in  1902  and,  after  the  mills  were  abandoned,  was  changed  to  a 
dwelling. 


Later  Buildings 

The  writing  of  this  account  of  the  Brandywine  properties  was  at 
first  undertaken  to  provide  notes  on  the  map  of  these  properties  as 
of  1850.  The  notes  soon  grew  to  be  an  historical  sketch,  and  as 
more  and  more  material  came  to  hand,  it  became  evident  that  to 
stop  the  history  at  the  date  of  the  map,  when  nearly  a  century 
more  was  to  be  recorded,  would  be  a  great  pity.  Already  those 
members  of  an  older  generation  of  the  Du  Pont  family  who  had 
told  the  writer  so  much  of  the  history  of  the  neighborhood  had 
died.  In  order  to  fill  in  all  the  facts  to  make  a  complete  story,  it 
was  necessary  to  resort  to  much  historical  research.  Fortunately,  a 
number  of  documents  were  available  from  which  a  little  here  and 
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a  little  there  could  be  pieced  together  to  get  a  story.  For  instance, 
the  writer  could  find  nobody  now  living  who  could  say  whether  the 
building  known  as  the  Henry  Clay  Factory  was  the  same  as 
DuPlanty's  Cotton  Mill,  the  history  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
life  of  E.  I.  du  Pont  from  his  letters  as  translated  by  B.  G.  du  Pont. 
There  could  be  no  joining  of  the  two  as  the  history  of  one  building 
were  it  not  for  a  “History  of  the  B-M.  Sunday  School,”  written 
on  a  few  pages  of  foolscap  by  Sophie  Madeleine  du  Pont  in  1887. 
Here  she  merely  mentions  the  building  as  “Mr.  DuPlanty's  fac¬ 
tory,  now  known  as  the  Henry  Clay  Factory” — and  there  was  the 
history  of  that  building  from  its  erection  in  1816  to  the  present 
time! 

But  to  return  to  the  main  theme,  it  was  brought  strongly  to  the 
writer's  notice,  on  trying  to  ascertain  facts  concerning  the  houses, 
that  already  much  of  this  knowledge  had  been  lost.  Therefore  the 
account  has  been  extended  to  cover  the  period  of  nearly  a  century 
that  has  elapsed  since  the  time  of  Alexis  I.  du  Pont  on  account  of 
its  value  as  a  narrative  which  might  otherwise  be  buried  with  those 
whose  memory  carries  back  through  many  decades. 

Until  1900  or  thereabouts,  the  Brandywine  houses  were  owned 
by  the  Company  and  not  by  the  family  which  occupied  them.  At 
about  that  time,  they  began  to  be  sold,  in  some  cases,  if  not  too 
close  to  the  mills.  “Eleutherian  Mills,”  Nemours,  Hagley  and  Lou- 
viers  Lower  House  were  right  up  “on  top”  of  the  mills,  as  the 
occupants  used  to  say,  and  were  too  close.  Some  of  the  other 
houses  were  sold  to  members  of  the  family  only  and  all  the  deeds 
contained  the  “explosion  clause.”1 

Were  the  map  drawn  as  of  today  it  would  show,  in  addition  to 
the  buildings  here  charted,  (1)  R.R.  M.  Carpenter's  house,  built 
by  him  in  1907,  located  at  B-3;  (2)  S.  Hallock  du  Pont's  house 
built  in  1927  by  him  at  B-8  and  (3)  P.  S.  du  Pont  3rd's  house, 
built  by  him  in  1933  at  F-3.  These  are  occupied  by  their  owners 
today. 

1A  clause  relieving  the  Company  of  all  liability  from  property  damage  or  personal 
injury  caused  by  explosions. 
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During  the  period  1850  to  1902  some  buildings  were  erected  in 
connection  with  the  powder  mills  or  the  family  which  worked  them 
appearing  with  the  date  in  each  case.  They  are  as  follows: 

E.  I.  du  Pont  2nd’s  House 

This  house,  at  D-9  was  on  the  property  when  bought,  as  it 
appears  in  the  1816  survey.  In  all  likelihood  it  was  either  a  farm¬ 
house  or  built  by  Louis  McLane  for  himself  or  the  manager  of  the 
Rokeby  Mill.  At  any  rate  E.  I.  du  Pont  2nd,  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  in  1858,  enlarged  and  moved  into  a  house  which  was 
located  here.  The  writer  remembers  it  as  part  of  stone  and  part  of 
wood,  the  addition  having  been  frame.  E.  I.  2nd  lived  there  until 
his  death  in  1877.  His  wife  having  died  the  same  year,  the  children 
continued  there  although  the  eldest  was  but  seventeen.  Alfred  I. 
du  Pont  married  in  1887  and  made  it  his  home.  It  was  razed 
in  1913. 

The  Electric  Light  Plant 

In  the  1880’s  Francis  G.  du  Pont  and  Alfred  I.  du  Pont  became 
interested  in  electricity  and  had  electric  light  in  their  homes. 
Having  thus  learned  what  it  was,  they  planned  to  go  into  the 
electric  light  business  and  even  bought  dynamos  with  the  intention 
of  generating  and  selling  electricity  for  lighting  the  mills  and  homes 
on  the  Brandywine.  Their  plans  received  “offhand  assent”  at  first 
by  the  other  partners  until  the  actual  dynamos  arrived  and  it 
became  evident  that  the  scheme  would  require  extensive  plants  to 
supply  what  demand  already  existed.  Then  the  other  partners 
looked  over  the  plans  and  the  electric  generating  plant  was  built 
as  part  of  the  powder  mills.  A  steam  plant  was  erected  in  lower 
Hagley  Yard  at  E-7  on  the  hill  where  no  buildings  stood  on  account 
of  the  lack  of  water  power,  but  not  too  inconvenient  for  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  coal;  the  steam  power  was  made  sufficient  to  turn  a 
number  of  rolling  mills  at  times  of  low  water  in  the  creek.  Francis 
G.  du  Pont  was  planning  auxiliary  steam  power  for  the  mills,  the 
engines  to  be  housed  in  the  Hagley  Office,  and  the  plan  was 


34 


THE  LIFE  OF  ALEXIS  IRENEE  DU  PONT 


evidently  combined  with  the  generation  of  electricity.  To  this  end 
there  was  shafting  running  down  the  hill  to  transmit  the  power,  as 
electric  motors  were  not  yet  well  enough  developed  for  this 
service.  A  distribution  system  was  built  which  gave  electric  light 
at  the  corner  of  Rising  Sun  Lane  on  the  south,  St.  Joseph's  Church 
on  the  west,  Winterthur  to  the  north  and  the  Brandywine  on  the 
east.  About  1898  an  additional  plant  was  erected  at  the  creek,  so 
that  when  the  demand  was  low  and  the  water  plentiful,  the  power 
of  the  creek  could  be  used.  In  1912  the  power  house  was  abandoned 
and  the  power  lines  sold  to  the  electric  company  in  Wilmington. 
As  this  is  written,  the  walls  of  the  steam  plant  still  stand  but  the 
hydro  plant  is  so  completely  obliterated  that  it  is  hard  to  find  the 
site. 

Company  Offices 

The  New  Office  (C-5)  was  built  in  1890  and  immediately  became 
the  main  office  of  the  Du  Pont  Powder  Mills  on  the  Brandywine 
and  at  other  points  as  well.  In  1902  the  offices  were  moved  to 
Wilmington  and  William  K.  du  Pont  made  the  building  his  home. 
He  adapted  the  inside  by  alterations,  but  left  the  external  architec¬ 
ture  unchanged.  He  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1907.  After  this, 
it  was  rented  to  various  tenants  until,  in  1914,  E.  Paul  du  Pont 
completely  remodeled  it  outside  and  in  and  made  it  his  home, 
he  having  bought  it  in  1911  with  that  thought  in  mind. 
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Lead  thou  me  on! 

Keep  thou  my  feet:  I  do  not  ask  to  see 
The  distant  scene ;  one  step  enough  for  me. 

John  Henry  Newman. 

PREFACE 

The  seeds  of  Christian  faith  were  implanted  early  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  by  some  of  those  residing  in  the  Brandywine  Mills 
District  near  Wilmington,  Delaware.  As  time  went  on  and  the  re¬ 
ligious  movement  there  throve  and  grew  (albeit  somewhat  slowly) 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Alfred  Lee,  D.D.,  first  Protestant  Episcopal  Bishop  of 
Delaware,  looking  for  new  fields  to  conquer,  cast  his  eyes  thither 
and  visualizing  an  opportunity  of  sorts  sent  forth  his  emissary  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Crawford  Brinckle,  as  a  laborer  in  the  harvest  of  the 
Lord.  From  the  time  when  he  first  preached  by  appointment  of  the 
Bishop  at  the  little  home  of  The  Brandywine  Manufacturer’s 
Sunday  School  on  May  28,  1848,  until  a  few  days  before  his  death 
on  March  12,  1863,  this  devoted  man  strove  mightily,  incessantly 
and  successfully,  giving  his  “all”  to  the  furtherance  of  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  in  the  Parish  of  Christ  Church,  Christi¬ 
ana  Hundred,  Delaware. 

Previous  to  his  “mission”  on  the  Brandywine  which  developed 
into  the  rectorship  of  Christ  Church,  he  had  been  the  pastor  of 
St.  David’s,  Radnor,  Pennsylvania,  for  fourteen  years — until 
December,  1832.  This  was  his  first  regular  charge  and  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  incumbencies  at  Grace  Church,  Philadelphia,  and  St. 
James,  Kingsessing,  69th  Street  and  Woodland  Avenue,  Philadel¬ 
phia.  As  head  of  Grace  Church  (1833-1834)  he  showed  great  con¬ 
structive  ability  in  its  development  and  from  1834  to  was 
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Assistant  Minister  of  the  United  Swedish  Churches  with  St.  James 
under  his  immediate  care.  The  latter  church  became  definitely 
affiliated  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Faith  during  his  pastorate. 

From  Kingsessing  he  gravitated  to  Delaware,  the  home  of  his 
ancestors,  where  he  soon  assumed  outstanding  leadership  in  the 
formation  of  the  parish  of  Christ  Church  an  important  cure  in  the 
Diocese  of  Delaware. 

He  was  born  on  January  1 6,  1796,  near  Dover,  Delaware,  the 
third  son  of  Dr.  John  Brinckle  and  Elizabeth  Gordon,  a  niece  of 
Caesar  Rodney.  Graduated  from  Princeton  in  1815,  he  enrolled  as 
a  divinity  student  in  Philadelphia  under  Bishop  William  White  of 
Pennsylvania,  became  a  Deacon  in  St.  James  Church,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  May  6,  1818,  and  was  ordained  priest  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  St.  Peter’s  in  the  same  city  on  June  28,  1820. 

The  ancestral  background  of  the  Brinckle  family  is  distinctly 
Delawarean.  The  first  Brinckloe  (as  the  name  was  originally 
spelled)  was  “Captain”  John  who  settled  in  Kent  County  previous 
to  1680.  He  was  a  member  of  William  Penn’s  first  Assembly  in 
1683  and  held  numerous  positions  of  trust  and  importance  under 
the  Colonial  Government.  His  kinsman,  also  named  John,  was 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1715,  and  his  son  and  grandson 
(both  with  the  family  name,  John)  were  respectively  Lt.  Colonel 
and  Captain  in  the  Kent  County  Regiment  in  the  French  and 
Indian  War. 

The  fourth  John  Brinckle  in  this  line  of  descent  studied  medicine 
in  Philadelphia  and  practiced  his  profession  in  Kent  County  and, 
from  1807  to  1830,  in  Wilmington.  This  Dr.  John  Brinckle  (who 
adopted  the  present  spelling  of  the  name)  was,  as  previously 
stated,  the  father  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Crawford  Brinckle,  author 
of  The  Diary  which  we  are  permitted  to  publish  for  the  first  time. 
His  mother,  Elizabeth  Gordon,  was  a  direct  descendant  of  the 
first  “Captain”  John  Brinckloe,  whose  granddaughter  married  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Crawford,  the  first  missionary  sent  to  Kent  County 
in  1705  by  the  British  “Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts,”  who  aided  in  organizing  the  “  Church  at  Dover” 
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now  known  as  Christ  Church.  Their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Crawford 
married  Caesar  Rodney  the  Elder  and  their  granddaughter  was 
the  mother  of  Samuel  Crawford  Brinckle. 

The  Brinckle’s  pre-American  origin  was  in  England  and  they 
were  living  examples  of  the  traits,  habits,  and  even  idiosyncracies 
of  the  people  of  this  great  country. 

The  Diary  brings  into  definite  and  almost  startling  relief,  the 
names  of  important  characters  of  the  period  covered.  Alexis, 
impetuous,  high-tempered,  impulsive,  enthusiastic,  intensely  re¬ 
ligious.  Captain  Du  Pont,  rough  and  ready  sea  dog,  blunt,  direct 
in  thought  and  judgment,  straightforward  in  speech  and  action. 
Word  comes  down  through  the  years  that  he  chewed  tobacco  and 
walked  with  a  rolling  gait.  Henry,  Charles  I.,  Alfred  Victor, 
Lammot,  Joanna,  wife  of  Alexis,  Henry  Belin,  Eleuthere  Irenee’s 
three  daughters,  Victorine,  Eleuthera  and  Sophie  and  others  seem 
to  come  to  life  once  more  as  one  reads  the  homely,  familiar  and 
intimate  chronicle  of  their  revered  rector.  There  are  passages-at- 
arms  with  regard  to  the  “Tractarian”  Van  Deusen  which  will  no 
doubt  evoke  quiet  and  yet  understanding  smiles;  competition  here 
and  there  for  parishioners  who  are  undecided  in  their  choice  of 
the  church  they  will  attend;  claims  that  seem  a  bit  far-fetched 
generally  speaking;  a  naive  desire  for  kudos  in  matters  social;  but 
withal  a  wonderfully  steadfast  spirit  of  dedication  to  our  Lord 
manifested  throughout,  in  spite  of  many  discouragements  and 
failures,  which  finally  won  through. 

As  an  historical  document,  The  Diary  is  of  great  value,  from 
the  religious  point  of  view,  illustrating  forcibly  the  uncompromis¬ 
ing  attitude  of  the  low  church  clergyman,  which,  incidentally,  had 
the  full  support  of  Bishop  Lee,  Mr.  Brinckle’s  close  friend.  There 
is  also  what  might  be  termed  “inside  information”  about  many  of 
the  prominent  people  of  that  day,  especially  as  regards  their 
attitude  with  respect  to  sectarian  Christianity. 

The  personal  characteristics  and  habits  of  Samuel  Brinckle  are 
well  worthy  of  note  en  passant.  They  are  easily  deducible  from  the 
type  of  expression  and  many  direct  statements  in  The  Diary.  First 
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and  foremost  his  deep  sincerity  and  complete  devotion  to  The 
Cause  is  most  apparent.  His  sayings  and  actions  ring  true  through¬ 
out  the  record;  there  was  never  shown  therein  any  tendency 
towards  worldly  or  hypocritical  motives.  Then,  too,  he  was  a 
prodigious  worker  in  his  parish,  as  indication  of  which,  reference 
is  made  to  entries  on  December  9,  1851,  when  he  paid  nine 
visits  in  the  morning,  and  on  May  2,  1855.  During  the  latter 
day  he  visited  twenty  parishioners,  holding  prayers  at  ten  of  their 
homes  and  did  not  stop  for  the  midday  meal !  These  were  not  at  all 
unusual  occurrences.  Moreover,  we  do  not  read  of  holidays  for  him 
of  long  duration  such  as  are  enjoyed  by  many  of  our  modern 
Episcopal  clergymen,  who  are  regarded  as  preferred  risks  by  life 
insurance  companies,  an  attitude  or  policy  of  some  significance, 
and  his  annual  salary  for  a  number  of  years  was  $300  which  was 
doubled  in  May,  1856!  His  own  words  at  this  “windfall”  are 
worthy  of  repetition:  “Informed  today  that  my  salary  is  raised  to 
$ 600 .  Since  our  organization  until  now  it  has  been  $300.  I  came 
here  at  first  without  salary  or  promise  of  one,  receiving  voluntary 
offerings  amounting  in  all,  up  to  the  time  of  organization  to  $383 
in  a  period  of  three  years.  The  present  increase  is  a  Godsend.  May 
I  spend  and  be  spent  in  the  service  of  the  God  of  all  my  mercies.” 
This  pious  wish  or  prayer,  seems  to  have  been  granted  as  witness 
the  following  passage  in  his  chronicle  on  January  22,  i860: 
“Prevented  by  a  bad  cold  and  loss  of  voice  from  pulpit  duties. 
Never  but  once  before  in  a  ministry  of  nearly  forty- two  years, 
have  I  had  to  give  up  an  appointment  on  account  of  indisposi¬ 
tion.”  Undoubtedly  he  was  “spent”  as  he  desired. 

Random  notes  of  casual  interest  inform  us  that  he  voted  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  on  November  5,  i860;  frowned  on  card  play¬ 
ing  and  was  a  teetotaler  in  theory  and  in  practice.  Giving  due 
weight  to  Horace's  famous  saying  “Tempora  mutantur  et  nos 
mutamur  in  illis,”  it  seems  quite  apparent  that  Mr.  Brinckle  was 
an  unworldly  man  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  judged  by  the 
standards  of  any  age  or  era,  and  one  whose  dedication  of  himself 
to  his  high  calling  shone  like  the  light  that  “shineth  in  darkness.” 
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It  is  almost  always  assumed  that  fanatically  religious  individuals 
in  the  Episcopal  Church  must  invariably  and  properly  be  classified 
in  the  so-called  “High”  category,  whereas  this  is  by  no  means  the 
case.  Mr.  Brinckle,  for  example,  was  quite  as  prejudiced  and 
intolerant  in  his  ideas  and  opinions  as  the  most  ardent  Anglo- 
Catholic  could  ever  be.  There  are  so  many  instances  in  his  entries 
to  confirm  that  view  that  it  is  almost  superfluous  to  quote  them. 
However,  brief  allusions  to  his  hard  and  fast  rules  in  the  conduct  of 
the  services  are  interesting  and  revealing  such  as  informal  (ir¬ 
reverent  to  many)  consumption  of  the  elements  after  communion, 
disapproval  of  the  practice  of  kneeling  while  receiving  the  bread 
and  wine  and  his  refusal  to  use  the  cross  as  a  symbol  on  anything 
within  the  church,  even  the  altar.  His  objections  were  voiced  in  no 
uncertain  terms  and,  once  stated,  became  insurmountable.  “Come 
one,  come  all!  This  rock  shall  fly,  From  its  firm  base  as  soon  as  I,” 
could  very  aptly  have  been  his  motto  in  relation  to  the  Church 
ritual  or  to  his  interpretation  of  it,  more  properly  speaking.  The 
Diary  tells  of  only  one  instance  of  the  slightest  tendency  to  com¬ 
promise  when  he  agreed  to  give  up  the  practice  of  sending  around 
to  the  congregation  the  unconsumed  elements  in  consideration  of 
Alexis  refraining  from  assuming  the  kneeling  posture  when  receiv¬ 
ing  them.  Throughout  the  entire  Diary  there  is  no  approach  to 
levity  except  in  the  passage  where  Mr.  Brinckle  quotes  Alexis  as 
saying  that  Henry  could  have  the  Church  in  his  own  garden  if 
every  other  place  failed,  on  which  the  Rector  commented,  “not  a 
bad  situation  by  the  way.” 

He  was  not  alone  in  his  apparent  lack  of  a  sense  of  humor.  The 
people  with  whom  he  associated  certainly  did  not  excel  in  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  lighter  side  of  life.  All  seemed  to  take  themselves 
seriously  to  say  the  least,  and  with  them,  “Life  was  real,  life  was 
earnest,”  to  paraphrase  the  words  of  the  poet.  The  Du  Ponts  and 
their  connections  and  adherents  seldom,  if  ever,  found  time  for 
relaxation.  Wild  life  abounded  on  their  properties  and  in  the 
adjacent  territory,  virtually  unmolested  by  any  but  natural 
enemies — seldom  if  ever  by  the  Du  Ponts.  The  possession  of  single 
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barreled  fowling  pieces  by  Monsieur  and  Madam  E.  I.  du  Pont  and 
James  Bidermann  seems  to  furnish  an  interesting  commentary  on 
this  remark,  but  it  is  quite  unlikely  that  the  game  were  ever  dis¬ 
turbed  to  any  marked  extent  by  the  sound  of  Du  Pont  powder 
exploding  in  shotguns. 

Out  of  none  too  abundant  means  Mr.  Brinckle  subscribed  $100 
towards  the  fund  for  the  construction  of  Christ  Church,  an  act 
which  tends  to  emphasize  his  sincerity  and  unselfishness. 

A  few  years  after  his  brother  John  built  the  imposing  mansion, 
“Gibraltar”  (in  1844),  the  Rev.  Samuel  C.  and  his  entire  family 
came  to  live  with  him.  At  that  time  John  Brinckle  was  involved  in 
business  difficulties  so  that  the  $10,000  which  the  Reverend 
brother  then  turned  over  to  him  (all  or  most  of  his  fortune)  was  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  family  exchequer. 

It  is  well  to  note  here  all  of  these  matters  concerning  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Brinckle,  principally  because  his  life  was  so  inter-related 
to  the  religious  activities  of  Alexis  Irenee  du  Pont. 

In  justice  to  the  author  of  the  Journal  it  should  be  remarked 
that  many  of  those  pronouncements  and  opinions  which  perhaps 
seem  trivial  or  amusing,  may  be  heard  or  seen  even  today  within 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Communion.  There  is  still  a  Crom¬ 
wellian  tendency  here  and  there,  although  undoubtedly  the  present 
church,  Anno  Domini,  1945,  is  becoming  more  and  more  ritualistic 
and  observant  of  her  historical  functions  and  legacies. 

The  pages  following  contain  practically  a  verbatim  copy  of  The 
Diary  as  recorded  in  the  middle  part  of  the  19th  century.  There 
are,  of  necessity,  some  editing  and  occasional  changes  of  minor 
importance  but  these  have  been  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The  reader 
may  regard  himself  as  sharing  the  innermost  thoughts  of  the 
annalist  whose  close  attention  to  details  has  been  the  main  factor 
in  making  his  faithfully-kept  memoranda  of  great  interest  and 
importance. 

Mr.  Brinckle  might  well  be  termed  the  Samuel  Pepys  of  the 
Brandywine  in  respect  to  the  Churchology  (to  coin  a  word) 
within  his  spiritual  jurisdiction. 
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The  letters  of  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont  to  his  brothers  and  sisters 
are  copied  in  Appendix  A  where  they  have  been  placed  on  account 
of  their  relation  to  and  direct  bearing  on  the  history  of  Christ 
Church,  and,  consequently,  The  Diary  itself.  The  Preface  to  the 
Chapter  on  Letters  in  Volume  I  contains  comments  thereon. 

Appendix  B  consists  of  a  short  historical  sketch  entitled 
“Du  Pont  Affiliation  with  the  Huguenot  Church”  which  is 
illuminating  with  respect  to  the  religious  background  of  those  who 
were  pro  or  con  as  regards  the  foundation  of  Christ  Church. 

Appendix  C  gives  the  names  of  those  members  of  the  Du  Pont 
family  who  were  associated  with  or  mentioned  in  The  Diary,  with 
birth  and  death  dates  and  other  pertinent  genealogical  information. 

In  Appendix  D  there  will  be  found  several  letters  representing 
an  interchange  of  ideas  as  to  the  chancel  of  the  new  Christ 
Church,  Alexis  and  Mr.  Brinckle  evidently  differing  as  to  the  form 
it  should  take.  These  seem  to  constitute  a  logical  addition  to 
The  Diary  although  not  actually  part  of  it. 

The  Rev.  Nelson  W.  Rightmyer’s  contribution  (Appendix  E) 
describes  briefly  the  historical  background  of  The  Episcopal 
Church  in  America  with  particular  reference  to  the  concepts  of 
“High  Church”  and  “Low  Church.”  This  article  is  supplementary 
in  a  sense  to  Dr.  Lewis’s  “Critique”  at  the  end  of  The  Brinckle 
Diary. 

The  distribution  of  the  Estate  of  Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont  is 
reproduced  (as  i\ppendix  F),  by  permission  of  Pierre  S.  du  Pont, 
from  a  financial  record  prepared  for  him  by  William  F.  Raskob. 
The  balance  sheet  of  the  Du  Pont  Company  as  of  today  affords 
a  comparison  here  which  is  almost  unbelievable.  America’s  indus¬ 
trial  growth  is  sharply  emphasized  by  this  company’s  history. 
The  amazing  result  was  due  unquestionably  to  the  indefatigable 
labours  and  devotion  to  duty  of  the  DuPonts  of  the  1800’s  who  for 
the  most  part  regarded  their  organization  more  as  an  heirloom 
than  a  money-making  establishment. 
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May  28th.  Bishop  Lee1  made  an  appointment  for  me  to  preach 
at  Du  Pont’s  school  house2  this  afternoon  at  2A  o'clock.  So  ac¬ 
cordingly  I  preached  for  the  first  time  to  a  tolerable  Congregation. 
House  large.  Much  pleased  with  what  I  saw.  Trust  that  God  may 
make  me  the  instrument  of  good  here. 

September  3rd.  Counted  the  congregation  for  the  first  time — 
numbered  80.  Mr.  Love  (Presbyterian  Clergyman)  preaches  every 
fourth  Sunday,  the  rest  of  the  time  I  have. 

September  23th.  Bp.  Lee  called  today  with  joy  depicted  on  his 
face  to  tell  me  they  were  ready  at  Du  Pont’s  to  build  a  Church  if 
my  brother  John3  would  give  up  his  plan  and  cooperate  with  them. 
I  told  him  I  thought  I  cd  guarantee  this.  The  Bp.  said  it  was  con¬ 
templated  to  organize  a  Church  first,  of  which  he  had  no  doubt 
I  wd  be  elected  Rector.  I  told  him  how  much  encouraged  I  was  in 
my  work. 

Dr.  Smith4  who  is  much  interested,  says  they  can  put  one  up  for 
$3000.  The  Bp.  said  he  was  glad  to  tell  me  how  much  satisfaction 
my  services  (poor  as  they  are)  gave  out  there.  It  was  but  this 
morning  that  I  wrote  to  a  Rev.  Brother  who  sounded  me  with 

1  Rt.  Rev.  Alfred  Lee  (1807-1887)  first  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
Diocese  of  Delaware. 

2  The  Brandywine  Manufacturer’s  Sunday  School. 

3  John  Rodney  Brinckle  (1794-1875)  brother  of  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle.  He  built 
“Gibraltar”  now  the  residence  of  H.  Rodney  Sharp  of  Wilmington. 

4  Dr.  Thomas  Mackie  Smith  (1809-1852)  son  of  Francis  Gurney  Smith  of  Philadelphia 
and  husband  of  Eleuthera  du  Pont  Smith  (1806-1876)  resided  in  the  house  afterwards 
occupied  by  Francis  G.  du  Pont  (1850-1904)  now  restored  to  approximately  the  outer 
appearance  when  used  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  and  now  occupied  by  Marianna  (Great- 
grand-daughter  of  Alexis  I.  du  Pont)  and  her  husband  Henry  H.  Silliman. 
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regard  to  St.  Peter's,  Gt.  Valley,  that  I  was  so  much  pleased 
with  my  work  &  its  prospects  here  that  nothing  in  the  world 
wd  induce  me  to  leave.  “The  Lord  He  will  help  us,  therefore  we 
his  servants  will  arise  &  build.”  May  God  bless  the  Bp!  He  is  one 
of  a  thousand. 

September  27th.  Dr.  Smith  called  in  by  Dr.  R.  to  visit  M.  Found 
he  had  a  site  for  our  Church  in  his  eye  on  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Dunnin1  (Caesar  Rodney  Tavern). 

October  6th.  Met  Mrs.  Rauduy2  in  Chestnut  St.  Philad.  to-day. 
She  immediately  introduced  the  subject  of  the  new  church,  ex¬ 
pressing  her  great  satisfaction.  I  spoke  of  my  favorite  site,  con¬ 
tiguous  to  their  family  burial  ground — of  its  picturesque  beauty, 
convenient  location  (&  as  an  argument  to  them)  that  it  would 
forever  preserve  their  ground  from  desecration.  This  seemed  to 
strike  her — thinking  probably  that  it  might  influence  her  brothers, 
who  are  understood  to  be  opposed  to  having  the  ch.  on  their  land 
at  all.  Should  Providence  favor  me  in  this  point,  &  induce  the 
hearts  of  the  male  members  of  that  family  to  the  measure  I  shall 
esteem  it  an  evident  token  for  good.  Prevailing  with  Him,  I  may 
prevail  with  them. 

November  1st.  Dr.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Bauduy  called.  Dr.  S.  says 

/ 

the  Du  Ponts  will  not  let  us  locate  our  new  church  on  their  prop¬ 
erty.  He  seems  very  much  discouraged  &  well  nigh  at  a  stand. 
I  told  him  I  hoped  we  should  not  be  discouraged.  “The  Lord,  He 
will  help  us.” 

1  This  name  is  practically  illegible  in  the  original  manuscript  but  is  probably  intended 
for  Dunnin  as  indicated  in  Fairlamb’s  Survey,  1826.  William  S.  Dunning  built  the  house 
which  subsequently  became  known  as  Flemings  Tavern,  after  its  Proprietor,  and  still 
later  was  converted  into  and  operated  as  a  general  store  by  Victor  Stirling.  It  seems  to  be 
a  fair  assumption  that  the  building  was  once  known  as  the  Caesar  Rodney  Tavern. 

2  Vic  tori  ne  Elizabeth  du  Pont  Bauduy  (1792-1861)  oldest  child  of  Eleuthere  Irenee 
du  Pont  (1771-1834).  Married  Ferdinand  Bauduy  (1791-1814).  A  widow  six  weeks  after 
her  marriage,  lived  with  her  brother  and  father  at  “Eleutherian  Mills,”  Christiana  Hun¬ 
dred,  Delaware. 


REV.  SAMUEL  CRAWFORD  BRINCKL^,  1796-1863 
First  Rector  of  Christ  Church ,  Christiana  Hundred,  Delaware ,  1851-1863 
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December  1st.  Mrs.  Bauduy  called.  Said  she  had  on  their  sub¬ 
scription  paper  (started  before  I  came)  $115  which  she  wished  to 
collect  for  me.  I  declined  it  &  told  her  I  should  prefer  its  going 
towards  a  new  church. 

1849 

February  26th.  Dr.  Smith  called.  Says  there  is  some  hope  now  of 
getting  a  site.  Mr.  Fleming  is  going  to  remove  to  the  West,  &  asks 
§200  for  the  ground,  but  will  let  us  have  it  for  $100,  making  a 
donation  of  $100.  Dr.  S.  offered  to  go  “cap  in  hand”  to  Philad. 
to  collect.  Said  he  could  count  on  20  families  who  would  connect 
themselves  with  us.  On  my  asking  if  the  Messr’s  D.  P.  would 
assist,  he  replied  that  they  would  do  nothing,  &  that  if  they  did 
not  oppose  us  it  wd  be  as  much  as  we  could  expect.  I  referred  to 
Dr.  Smith's  brothers-in-law,  &  not  to  Capt.  D.  P.  who  some  time 
since  expressed  himself  favorably  to  me. 

March  4th.  Dr.  Smith  told  me  to-day  that  Mrs.  Dunnin1  had 
changed  her  mind  and  wd  not  let  us  have  the  site.  Thus  we  are 
again  thrown  on  the  world,  but  as  it  has  happened  through  no 
negligence  of  ours  I  am  encouraged  to  hope  it  is  all  for  the  best, 
Providence  intending  some  better  thing  for  us. 

June  gth.  Had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Belin2  in  relation  to  our 
new  church.  He  said  Dr.  Smith  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
Henry  D.  P.3  interfered  to  prevent  Mrs.  Dunnin  from  letting  us 
have  the  lot  as  she  had  promised.  I  have  thought  it  best  for  some 
time  not  to  say  anything  on  the  subject  of  a  new  church,  but  I 
am  far  from  giving  it  up.  May  God  move  the  hearts  of  the  people 
to  it! 

1  Dunning. 

2  Henry  Hedrick  Belin  (1804-1891)  who  resided  in  a  frame  house  opposite  the  “Du 
Pont’s  School  House”  (Brandywine  Manufacturer’s  Sunday  School  mentioned  on  the  first 
page  of  this  Diary.) 

3  Henry  du  Pont  (1812-1889)  second  son  of  Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont. 
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Called  at  Mr.  W.  Breck’s,1  my  first  visit.  Mrs.  B.  spoke  of  the 
project  of  a  new  church  here,  expressing  her  interest  in  it  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  neighborhood,  &  her  children  going  to  S.  school; 
though  at  the  same  time  she  said  they  probably  sd  never  leave 
Trinity  Ch. 

July  1 6th.  Called  at  Mrs.  Bauduy’s.  She  mentioned  in  the 
course  of  conversation  that  some  of  Dr.  Van  Deusen’s2  friends 
wished  him  to  preach  here  some  Sunday  afternoon,  if  it  would  be 
agreeable,  &  asking  me  how  next  Sunday  would  suit.  I  told  her. 
Very  well,  as  on  that  day  I  should  preach  in  the  morning  at 
Stanton,  &  hence  need  not  come  back.  She  said  she  wd  mention  it 
to  Dr.  Smith.  I  believe  it  was  V.D.  himself  who  planned  it  with 
a  view  of  keeping  up  an  interest  in  this  quarter — for  the  friends 
in  this  quarter  who  may  wish  to  hear  him.  They  do  hear 
him  how  ever  every  Sunday  at  Trinity.  I  acceded  to  it,  very 
civilly  though  I  confess  it  would  have  been  more  gentlemanly 
for  Mr.  V.  D.  to  have  made  the  proposition  to  me  himself  when 
he  saw  me  yesterday  afternoon  in  his  own  church  where  I  read  the 
service  for  him. 

July  18th.  Baptized  5  of  Henry  du  Pont’s  children.  Felt  the 
solemnity  of  the  occasion  peculiarly,  and  trust  it  may  be  blessed. 
Father  present  and  standing  up  though  the  mother  and  Mrs. 
Bauduy  acted  as  sponsors.  Mrs.  B.  regretted  very  much  that  the 
education  of  her  brother  had  been  at  West  Point  at  a  time  when 
the  religious  influence  was  of  the  worst  kind,  and  that  it  was  really 
ignorance  in  him.  I  told  her  there  was  great  ground  of  hope  in  the 

1  William  Breck  (1813-1870)  who  owned  and  operated  a  woolen  mill  on  the  right  bank 
of  Brandywine  Creek,  known  as  Breck’s  Mill,  still  (1945)  standing  at  foot  of  Breck’s  Lane, 
Christiana  Hundred,  Delaware.  William  Breck  married  Gabrielle  Josephine  du  Pont  (1813- 
1891)  daughter  of  Amelia  Elizabeth  du  Pont  Clifford  (1796-1869)  and  William  H.  Clifford 
(1785-?).  Amelia  E.  du  Pont  Clifford,  was  the  oldest  child  of  Victor  Marie  du  Pont  (1767- 
1827). 

2  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Van  Deusen,  Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Wilmington,  1847-1852. 
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examples  he  had  about  him.  .  .  .  She  took  my  hand,  &  expressed 
the  satisfaction  I  had  given  them.  Her  eyes  filled  with  tears. 
I  cannot  but  think  that  God  will  bless  my  labors  here,  tho’  as  yet 
there  are  no  visible  fruits.  O  if  He  wd  but  give  me  souls  for  my 
hire! 

Struck  with  the  following  sentence  in  Sir  T.  F.  Buxton’s 
memoirs:  “The  longer  I  live,  the  more  I  am  certain  that  the  great 
difference  between  the  feeble  &  the  powerful,  the  great  &  the  in¬ 
significant  is  energy — invincible  determination — a  purpose  once 
fixed,  then  death  or  victory.” 

July  22d.  Mr.  V.  D.  preached.  Our  family  attended,  Sermon  the 
same  I  heard  him  preach  last  Sunday  afternoon,  wh  tho’  not  as 
objectionable  as  some,  was  characterized  by  his  peculiar  views,  & 
based  on  the  Tractarian  theory  of  baptism.  I  see  a  necessity 
greater  &  greater  of  “speaking  the  truth  in  love.” 

August  yd.  National  Fast  recommended  by  Gen.  Taylor  on  acct 
of  Asiatic  Cholera.  Preached  at  Du  Pont’s  to  the  largest  congrega¬ 
tion  I  have  ever  seen  here.  First  time  it  has  ever  been  open  for 
morning  service.  Capt.  D.  P.1 2  reached  home  from  Annapolis  in 
time  for  service.  Mrs.  Bauduy  seemed  much  pleased  with  the 
demonstration  this  m’g.  Indeed  I  know  not  when  I  have  felt  more 
encouraged.  I  am  convinced,  if  our  services  were  in  the  m’g  instead 
of  afternoon  they  wd  be  much  better  attended.  There  are  some 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  at  present,  wh  in  His  own  good  time 
I  trust  God  will  remove.  The  chief  is  Mrs.  B.’s  S.  S.*  wh  has  been 
conducted  about  30  years,  occupying  all  the  forenoon.  Out  of  this 
school  has  grown  the  present  effort.  I  have  a  firm  confidence  that 
whatever  hindrance  there  may  be  will  in  the  end  be  removed,  & 
that  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  quietly  wait. 

1  Samuel  Francis  du  Font  (1803-1865)  later  Admiral  du  Pont,  son  of  Victor  Marie 
du  Pont. 

2  The  Brandywine  Manufacturer’s  Sunday  School. 
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September  2d.  My  engagement  at  Stanton  being  ended,  &  Bp. 
Lee’s  church  shut,  I  this  morning  for  the  first  time  paid  a  visit  to 
Mrs.  Bauduy’s  S.  school.  Mrs.  B.  consulted  me  in  reference  to 
service  in  the  morning,  wh  has  heretofore  been  thought  incom¬ 
patible  with  her  school.  She  also  spoke  of  organizing  a  church — 
suggested  whether  it  wd  not  be  best  to  do  it  at  once  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  a  building  other  than  the  one  we  have.  I  told  her  the  Lord’s 
presence  was  not  restricted  to  buildings  specially  set  apart,  how¬ 
ever  desirable  they  might  be.  His  true  residence  was  in  the  heart 
that  humbly  looked  to  him.  She  said  she  wd  speak  to  Dr.  Smith 
on  the  subject.  The  Dr.  is  a  vestryman  of  Mr.  V.  D.’s  church, 
elected  this  year  &  I  think  his  Tractarian  tendency,  of  wh  the  Bp. 
spoke  to  me,  is  increased  by  these  “evil  communications.”  Miss 
Clementina  Smith1  said  to  Mrs.  Brinckle2  this  afternoon  that  our 
prospects  were  very  favorable,  &  urged  that  we  shd  go  on  with  the 
building  we  have,  giving  up  for  the  present  the  idea  of  another,  & 
adapt  this  to  the  purpose,  enlarging  it  if  necessary.  This  entirely 
accords  with  my  views. 

One  hundred  persons  at  Church  in  afternoon. 

September  20th.  Called  at  Mrs.  Bauduy’s.  Met  Capt.  D.  P. 
there.  Found  him  decidedly  evangelical  in  his  views.  He  spoke  in 
strong  terms  of  regret  of  the  injury  done  to  our  Church  by  Trac¬ 
tarian  notions. 

November  16th .  Mrs.  Bauduy,  Mrs.  Henry  D.  P.  &  two  little 
children  called.  Mrs.  B.  spoke  of  a  plan  she  had  in  view  of  altering 
the  interior  arrangements  of  our  present  building  &  adding  a 

1  Joanna  du  Pont’s  (Mrs.  Alexis  I.  du  Pont’s)  first  cousin,  daughter  of  Richard  Somers 
Smith,  Philadelphia  (1789-1884).  A  lifetime  friend  of  Sophie  Madeleine  du  Pont  (1810- 
1888),  wife  of  Admiral  Samuel  Francis  du  Pont. 

2  This  is  one  of  two  occasions  when  the  Diary  makes  direct  mention  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Brinckle’s  wife  whose  maiden  name  was  Julia  Rumsey  (1798-1878).  Evidently  domes¬ 
tic  duties  and  the  cares  incidental  to  the  upbringing  of  eight  children  occupied  her  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  outside  interests.  Other  correspondence  shows  that  the  relations  between 
herself  and  her  husband  were  close  and  affectionate.  Of  the  children  Anna,  the  Brinckle’s 
oldest  child,  was  the  most  prominent  in  the  Parish  affairs  of  Christ  Church. 
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vestry-room,  but  that  Dr.  Smith  had  said  to  her,  “Well,  you  may 
do  as  you  please,  but  I  can  tell  you  the  ordinances  cannot  be  ad¬ 
ministered.”  The  very  advantage  Mrs.  B.  contemplated — she 
remarked  to  me,  “He  is  a  very  high  churchman.”  I  remarked  that 
Dr.  S.  must  be  mistaken,  if  the  difficulty  were  its  want  of  consecra¬ 
tion,  as  several  of  our  churches  in  Phila.  were  unconsecrated 
(owing  to  the  rule  of  Bp.  Potter  that  they  must  be  out  of  debt)  — 
&  were  likely  to  remain  so  for  some  time  to  come.  I  instanced 
“St.  James  the  Less.”  I  told  her  she  cd  enquire  of  the  Bp.  She  said 
it  was  not  necessary — that  she  only  wished  to  ask  me.  It  has  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  since  that  the  Dr.  might  have  meant  that  without 
organization  the  ordinances  cd  not  be  administered  tho’  I  can 
scarcely  think  this  cd  be  his  meaning,  as  he  has  said  all  along  that 
this  was  the  preliminary  step,  as  has  also  Mrs.  Bauduy.  I  am 
constrained  to  fear  his  interest  has  very  much  declined — that  being 
now  warden  of  Trinity  Ch.  &  in  communication  with  Mr.  V.  D. 
he  has  been  brought  up  to  a  pitch  of  churchmanship  not  favorable 
to  our  interests  here.  I  regret  it  much  as  it  affects  his  influence 
with  his  family  connexions  here,  &  deprives  me  of  his  hearty  co¬ 
operation.  God’s  will  be  done.  He  has  many  ways  of  working  be¬ 
sides  those  that  are  obvious  to  our  sight.  Mrs.  Bauduy’s  few  words 
to-day  have  much  encouraged  me. 

1850 

January  ijth.  At  St.  Andrew’s1  morning  &  afternoon  assisting 
Bp.  L.  Mr.  Van  D.  preached  at  Du  Pont’s  in  the  afternoon,  &  not 
liking  the  way  in  wh  it  was  done,  I  chose  not  to  go. 

April  17th.  Mrs.  Bauduy  called.  Spoke  to  her  of  Mrs.  Brindley’s2 
expression  in  relation  to  a  church  on  their  land.  Mrs.  Bauduy  said 

1  St.  Andrew’s  Church  at  Eighth  and  Shipley  Streets,  Wilmington. 

2  Mrs.  (James  J.)  Brindley  lived  on  a  farm  near  the  Du  Pont  properties.  Her  sons  John 
and  Richard  Brindley  were  friends  of  the  children  of  Henry  Belin  and  the  Du  Ponts  of 
corresponding  age.  Richard  was  killed  during  an  engagement  in  the  Civil  War.  Mrs. 
Brindley’s  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Rebecca,  lived  to  old  age  and  were  friends  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Belin  du  Pont  (1839-1913).  Miss  Rebecca  died  of  small  pox  in  1902  and  was 
interred  in  her  family’s  plot  in  the  cemetery  of  Red  Clay  Creek  Presbyterian  Church 
north  of  Marshallton,  Delaware. 
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she  wd  consult  her  friends,  remarking  at  the  same  time  that  it  wd 
seem  but  reasonable,  as  they  could  not  furnish  a  site  that  it  should 
be  where  it  could  be  got.  She  admired  the  location,  &  said  that  in 
fact  it  was  more  central  than  theirs.  Remarked  that  there  should 
be  ground  enough  for  burying,  wh  there  could  not  be  on  the  spot 
first  talked  of,  on  account  of  its  rockiness  (opposite  Flemings).1 
Said  that  if  such  an  arrangement  should  take  place,  she  hoped 
I  would  sometimes  preach  for  them  in  the  afternoon  at  the  school 
house.  Now  if  the  Du  Ponts  should  come  into  this,  heart  &  hand 
what  a  happiness  it  wd  be !  May  God  order  this  as  may  best  pro¬ 
mote  His  glory. 

November  10th.  There  being  no  Presbyterian  service  at  the 
Lyceum  this  afternoon,  our  congregation  unusually  large.  Mr. 
Gaily,  having  had  some  difference  with  them,  has  ceased  to  preach, 
&  they  are  now  dependent  on  such  supplies  as  they  can  get.  About 
two  years  ago  they  commenced  a  new  church  near  this,  &  having 
run  up  the  walls  &  roofed  it  in,  stopped,  and  so  it  has  stood  ever 
since.  It  is  not  unlikely  it  will  have  to  be  sold,  as  James  Conly2 
holds  their  note  to  a  large  amount  for  his  work.  Should  this  occur, 
it  will  be  a  question  whether  it  would  do  for  us  to  purchase  it.  The 
only  difficulty  is  its  distance  from  Du  Pont’s.  The  situation  is 
beautiful  &  there  is  a  cemetery  attached  which  is  called  “Green 
Hill.”3 


1  Flemings  was  formerly  a  tavern,  afterwards  a  store,  and  stood  at  the  corner  now  be¬ 
longing  to  J.  Thompson  Brown,  facing  Squirrel  Run.  See  footnote  under  date  of  September 
27th,  1848. 

2  Old  time  Master  Mason  on  the  Brandywine.  He  occupied  a  position  more  like  that 
of  a  modern  contractor  for  construction  work.  His  sons  John  and  Neil  followed  in 
their  father’s  footsteps.  John  lived  in  the  old  Rising  Sun  Tavern  building  now  owned 
by  Lammot  du  Pont  Copeland  at  the  foot  of  his  garden.  He  was  greatly  interested 
in  the  Du  Pont  School,  now  Alexis  I.  du  Pont  School  on  Kennett  Pike  and  Reading 
Railroad. 

3  The  property  described  above  is  situated  on  the  southwest  side  of  the  Kennett  Pike, 
adjoining  the  Wilmington  Country  Club,  beyond  Rising  Sun  Lane. 
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March  2d.  “The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson !”  Had  an 
application  this  afternoon  through  Mrs.  Dr.  Smith1  from  Mr.  Van 
Deusen  to  preach  in  our  school-house  this  day  two  weeks,  to 
which,  of  course,  I  gave  assent,  not  very  willingly,  however,  after 
his  shabby  treatment  of  me  in  the  matter.  If  this  is  a  cross  laid 
upon  me  by  my  Heavenly  Father,  I  hope  I  may  have  grace  to 
bear  it.  Heretofore  Mrs.  Bauduy  has  had  it  to  do,  but  not  finding 
it  pleasant,  I  presume  she  has  declined.  Mr.  V.D.  in  doing  this 
over  my  head,  wishes  to  establish  the  principle  practically  wh  he 
advanced  at  the  last  Convention — that  I  had  no  rights  here,  or 
that  his  were  equal. 

May  1850 — [Omitted  in  its  place.]  “28th  Convention  at  Lewes. 

.  .  .  Mr.  Van  Deusen  denied  that  I  had  any  Missionary  station. 
Said  I  was  preaching  in  parts  of  two  parishes,  his  own  &  the  Bps. 
The  Bp.  remarked  to  the  Convention  that  while  one  or  two  of  his 
members  lived  at  Du  Pont’s,  he  by  no  means  claimed  it  as  a  part 
of  his  parish.  It  deserves  to  be  mentioned  that  Du  Pont’s  is  4 
miles  from  Wilmington,  thus  his  parish  is  a  pretty  large  one. 
I  imagine  he  &  his  friends  wish  they  had  not  stirred  that  matter. 
I  was  glad  Capt.  D.P.  was  present.  The  Bp.  spoke  of  me  in  his 
address  (wh  was  read  after  the  discussion)  very  kindly.” 

March  2jd.  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.2  put  into  Anna’s3  hands  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  paper,  with  the  request  that  she  would  show  it  to  my  brother 
John  for  a  melodeon,  to  be  used  in  our  School  house  at  worship. 
The  cost  of  the  instrument  wd  be  $50  she  said.  I  was  glad  of  this 
movement  as  it  is  in  itself  an  improvement,  &  as  it  may  lead  to 
something  more. 

March  25th.  Mrs.  Bauduy  said  she  thought  by  next  Winter  she 
would  have  the  school-house  warmed  from  below,  if  it  could  be. 
I  suggested  to  Mr.  Belin  another  improvement  I  should  like,  if 
consistent  with  their  school — the  removal  of  the  pulpit  to  the  end 

1  Eleuthera  du  Pont  Smith,  daughter  of  Eleuthere  Iren6e  du  Pont. 

2  Joanna  (Smith)  du  Pont  (1815-1876). 

3  Anna  Brinckle  (1822-1886).  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle’s  oldest  child. 
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of  the  room,  &  the  removal  of  the  desks  from  the  house.  That  how¬ 
ever  well  it  might  have  been  some  30  years  ago,  when  the  school 
originated,  to  have  had  them,  the  present  multiplication  of  schools 
made  it  seem  to  me  scarcely  necessary.  Another  improvement  I 
suggested  was  something  in  the  shape  of  a  vestry-room,  so  that 
I  might  wear  the  gown.  The  Bp.  to  whom  I  mentioned  these 
showings  of  improvement,  asked  whether  a  new  church  was 
spoken  of.  I  answered  that  I  had  heard  nothing  lately,  &  that 
while  I  should  follow  any  leadings  that  way,  I  should,  under 
present  circumstances,  be  cautious  of  any  movement  in  advance. 

April  1st .  Went  with  the  girls  to  practice  with  the  Melodeon  at 
Alexis  du  Pont’s.1  He  seems  much  interested  in  this  improvement, 
and  had  been  bespeaking  some  male  singers  for  our  choir.  Should 
this  be  the  means  of  leading  him  to  attend  church,  and  to  such  a 
knowledge  of  the  truth  as  may  lead  him  to  the  Saviour,  it  will 
indeed  be  a  matter  of  heartfelt  joy. 

Heard  indirectly,  in  some  of  my  calls  this  afternoon  that  some 
6  or  7  of  Mrs.  Capt.  D.P.’s2  Bible  class  are  to  be  confirmed 
shortly— all  of  them  but  one  at  Trinity  Church,  &  one  of  them  too 
is  Williamina  Cavender  whom  I  baptized  with  her  sister  (since 
deceased)  and  she  not  the  one  excepted.  I  confess  I  heard  it  with 
concern,  knowing  the  doctrinal  teaching  at  Trinity,3  &  also  that 
it  will  give  Mr.  V.D.  still  greater  pretensions  out  here.  Let  me 
trust  in  God,  who  will  order  all  things  aright  to  them  that  love 
Him. 

April  pth.  The  Bishop  called  this  afternoon  to  tell  me  that  our 
friends  on  Brandywine  (mentioning  particularly  Capt.  &  Mrs.  du 
Pont  &  Mrs.  Bauduy)  are  beginning  to  see  Mr.  Van  D/s  maneu- 

1  Alexis  Ir6nee  du  Pont  (1816-1857)  youngest  child  of  Eleuthere  Iren6e  du  Pont. 
Resided  in  the  old  frame  house  known  as  Hagley. 

2  Sophie  Madeleine  du  Pont,  youngest  daughter  of  Eleuthere  Ir6n6e  du  Pont.  Resided 
in  the  house  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Brandywine  Creek,  known  as  “Louviers,”  later  occupied 
by  the  late  Francis  I.  du  Pont  (1873-1942). 

3  Trinity  Church,  then  at  Fifth  and  King  Streets,  Wilmington. 


THE  DIARY 


57 


1851 

vering  here,  that  by  the  aid  of  his  warden  he  was  visiting  round 
&  round,  &  that  almost  everyone  who  became  serious  was 
brought  to  Trinity  Ch. — that  the  object  was  to  make  this  place  an 
appendage  to  Trinity — so  Dr.  Smith  said  &  acted,  moved  by 
Mr.  V.D.  and  that  our  friends  are  brought  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  is  but  one  remedy  for  it — the  organization  of  a  church,  & 
this  at  once  would  stop  it.  This  the  Bp.  said,  cannot  be  unless 
proper  men  can  be  found  who  shall  fairly  represent  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  with  the  understanding  that  I  am  to  be  the  Minister.  That 
Dr.  Smith  wd,  of  course  expect  to  be  in  the  Vestry,  then  there  was 
Capt.  D.  P.,  Mr.  Belin  &  my  brother  John,  “and  now”  said  the 
Bp.,  “Capt.  D.  P.  wishes  you  to  name  some.”  I  told  him  I  pre¬ 
ferred  to  trust  the  matter  to  himself  &  the  Capt.,  not  wishing  at 
all  to  move  except  as  I  could  discern  the  pillar  moving  before — 
willing  to  follow,  but  not  to  lead;  that  I  had  seen  the  working  of 
the  thing  long  ago,  &  had  felt  my  way  closing  up  before  me,  but 
hertofore  cd  do  nothing  save  commit  myself  to  God,  &  go  on  in 
simplicity  of  heart,  preaching  the  Word.  That  I  had  found  great 
comfort  in  this  resolve,  but  that  I  was  truly  rejoiced  now  to  find 
that  my  friends,  without  any  thing  from  me,  had  now  got  their 
eyes  open  &  were  devising  a  remedy.  But  that  never  before  would 
such  an  organization  have  been  safe — that  when  it  was  proposed 
shortly  after  my  coming  here,  I  had  advocated  it,  tho’  far  from 
seeing  the  way  clear,  but  that  when  we  were  brought  to  a  stand 
for  want  of  a  site — the  owner  of  the  land  refusing  to  sell,  I  thought 
it  an  interposition  of  Providence.  That  Dr.  Smith  was  exceedingly 
disappointed,  but  that  shortly  after,  Mr.  V.  D.  re-attached  him 
to  Trinity  by  putting  him  again  in  the  Vestry,  &  that  this  was  the 
last  of  the  Dr.’s  zeal  on  this  behalf — he  had  worked  much  here 
since,  but  all  to  advance  the  Rector  of  Trinity  &  to  procure  any 
accessions  he  could  from  this  quarter  to  Trinity,  permitting  none 
to  go  to  St.  Andrew’s.  In  this  connection  I  may  mention  that  more 
than  a  year  ago  Mrs.  Bauduy  told  me  she  wished  to  make  some 
improvements  in  the  room  where  we  worship,  but  that  the  Dr.  had 
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opposed  it,  saying  in  a  petulant  way,  “Very  well,  but  you  can’t 
have  the  ordinances.”  She  asked  me  whether  this  were  so,  and  I, 
supposing  organization  was  contemplated,  said  the  Dr.  must  be 
mistaken,  but  she  had  better  ask  the  Bishop.  I  heard  no  more  of 
it,  but  presumed  she  found  it  wd  not  do  at  that  time.  Here,  then 
I  raise  my  Ebenezer1  .  .  .  Dr.  S.  I  presume,  thinks  no  movement 
of  this  kind  can  take  place  till  he  gives  the  word.  I  am  thankful 
that  since  I  came  here,  Providence  has  raised  up  to  us  in  the 
person  of  his  brother-in-law  Capt.  D.  P.  one  who  has  every 
requisite. 

April  13th.  Heard  today  that  Mr.  Love,  the  Presbyterian 
clergyman  who  has  preached  once  a  month  at  Du  Pont’s  for  25  or 
30  years,  was  about  to  give  up  the  “Log  Church,”2  which  will 
break  up  his  appointment  here.  This  will  obviate  a  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  our  making  a  church  of  this  place.  Thus  Providence 
seems  to  be  gradually  preparing  the  way  for  us. 

Heard  from  Mrs.  Bauduy  that  Mr.  Van  D.  is  shortly  to  baptize 
Mr.  Wilson,  one  of  our  most  constant  attendants,  who  I  venture 
to  say  was  never  at  Trinity  church  in  his  life.  This  Mrs.  B. 
attributed  to  Dr.  S.  The  excuse  is  that  we  are  not  a  church  &c.  wh 
however  is  no  excuse  at  all.  It  is  remarkable  that  we  should  have 
thought  of  Wilson  for  our  proposed  vestry,  as  not  likely  to  be  under 
Trinity  influence.  All  things,  however  will,  I  trust,  be  found  to  be 
for  us,  instead  of  against,  in  the  end. 

April  18th.  The  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  men  to  act  as 
vestrymen  still  presents  itself,  and  without  more  energetic  action 
than  seems  the  order  of  the  day,  I  fear  it  will  continue.  Saw  Mr. 
V.  D.  riding  out  this  way.  He  is  not  inactive.  Of  the  14  confirmed 
in  his  church  last  Sunday,  more  than  half  were  persons  living  out 
here.  In  relation  to  his  claims,  I  learn  that  prior  to  my  coming,  he 

1 A  memorial  stone;  also  any  commemoration  of  divine  assistance.  Among  dissenters, 
frequently,  a  house  of  worship.  Webster. 

2  Lower  Brandywine  Presbyterian  Church.  Situated  at  junction  of  Old  Kennett  Road 
and  present  Kennett  Pike. 
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had  preached  but  once  in  our  school-house,  &  that  he  objected  to 
the  position  of  the  pulpit,  saying  he  would  never  preach  there 
again  till  its  position  was  changed.  Mrs.  Bauduy  took  him  at  his 
word,  &  never  asked  him  again.  At  that  time  he  thought  great 
things  could  be  done  with  Old  Trinity,  proposing  to  employ  his 
Sunday  afternoons  there  &  to  have  an  assistant.  But  the  whole 
thing  broke  up;  a  congregation  being  not  easily  collected  under 
Tractarian  auspices.  The  Methodists  &  R.  C.s  stepped  in,  and  now 
he  has  no  service  there  from  one  year’s  end  to  another. 

April  27th.  Had  a  short  conversation  with  Capt.  D.  P.  in  walk¬ 
ing  up  the  hill.  He  introduced  the  subject  of  the  “Trinity  Claim,” 
saying  he  wished  to  be  posted  up  on  the  matter.  Said  he  had  ex¬ 
amined  the  Convention  journals  &  found  nothing  to  justify  it. 
I  referred  him  to  the  canon  of  1832  wh  limited  a  parish  to  the 
borough,  town  or  township  in  wh  the  church  was.  There  was  that 
in  his  manner  wh  indicated  a  settled  purpose  to  resist  these  claims, 
though  they  are  backed  by  his  own  relatives,  Dr.  Smith  &  wife, 
&  it  is  a  question  of  some  delicacy.  May  the  Lord  guide  us  &  bring 
us  to  the  haven  where  we  wd  be !  The  people  seemed  very  attentive 
this  afternoon.  Held  up  Christ  to  them  as  the  end  of  the  law  for 
righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth.  O  that  some  wd  take 
refuge  there!  To  this  end,  may  I  be  more  faithful  &  prayerful. 

May  4th.  Melodeon  used  for  the  first  time,  &  quite  a  respectable 
choir.  Alexis  du  Pont  at  church,  attracted  by  the  music.  I  pray 
that  his  heart  may  be  interested. 

May  nth.  Mrs.  Bauduy  called  &  showed  me  yesterday  a  paper 
wh  Capt.  D.  P.  had  drawn  up  (mentioned  to  me  by  the  Bp.)  with 
two  or  three  names  appended,  wh  is  intended  to  lead  the  way  to 
organization.  Mrs.  B.  expressed  herself  very  warmly,  &  told  also 
how  much  Miss  Mary  D.  P.1  was  interested.  I  have  also  to  men¬ 
tion  another  encouraging  circumstance — walking  up  the  hill  from 
church  this  afternoon  with  Capt.  D.  P.  &  talking  of  the  action  of 

1  Mary  Van  Dyke  du  Pont  (1826-1909),  daughter  of  Charles  I.  du  Pont,  (1797-1869). 
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the  Standing  Com.  yesterday,  he  interrupted  me,  &  said,  “Let  us 
come  to  matters  nearer  home.”  I  was  delighted  to  hear  him  speak 
of  organization  at  once,  in  time  for  our  admission  to  Convention. 
He  said  there  was  no  time  like  the  present,  when  all  were  excited 
by  the  improvements,  &  that  it  wd  be  much  more  difficult  here¬ 
after.  The  Capt.  asked  what  was  the  proper  course,  wh  I  promised 
to  let  him  know.  Mrs.  Bauduy  remarked  yesterday  that  our 
present  place  was  merely  temporary.  This  I  was  glad  to  hear. 

May  14th.  Found  the  Capt.  in  very  high  spirits  with  regard  to 
our  proposed  organization.  Said  it  had  found  unexpected  favor, 
&  some  who  wd  not  unite  in  it,  wd  still  not  oppose — for  example 
Dr.  Smith  &  Mr.  Breck.  He  said  Dr.  S.  had  declined  a  place  in  the 
vestry  here.  Showed  the  Capt.  the  form  of  articles  of  association  I 
had  drawn  up.  The  names  for  Vestrymen  are  Mr.  Belin,  Andrew 
Armstrong,  Mr.  Brindley,  Mr.  Prior,  Mr.  Lodge,  Capt.  D.  P.  &  my 
brother  John.  The  two  first  to  be  Wardens.  The  Capt.  said  he 
thought  we  should  bring  in  after  a  while  a  large  body  of  people, 
farmers  &  others,  and  that  ultimately  we  sd  have  a  place  for  a  new 
church.  I  am  ready  to  say,  “What  hath  God  wrought.” 

May  1 6th.  Wrote  to  Capt.  D.  P.  in  regard  to  organization  .  .  . 
Suggested  that  the  three  sisters,  Mrs.  Bauduy,  Mrs.  Smith  &  Mrs. 
Capt.  D.  P.  should  give  it  a  name. 

May  1 8th.  Capt.  D.  P.  suggested  that  in  our  present  circum¬ 
stances  it  wd  be  best  not  to  send  delegates  to  this  Convention,  as 
the  other  side  out  here  had  behaved  so  well — to  avoid  unpleasant 
feeling  at  this  time.  To  wh  I  assented.  He  said  that  in  place  of  Mr. 
Lodge,  James  Conly  had  been  suggested.  Thomas  Kellam’s  name 
is  down  as  one  of  our  vestry.  The  Capt.  remarked  on  my  having 
pressed  for  7  vestrymen,  he  &  Mr.  Belin  having  proposed  five  lest 
we  should  have  more  officers  than  crew,  that  he  now  thought  it 
best  to  have  the  former  number.  To  avoid  a  public  meeting  (incon¬ 
venient  on  several  accounts)  they  took  the  names  of  the  proposed 
vestry  round  to  the  persons  who  had  signed  the  first  paper,  for 


RT.  REV.  ALFRED  LEE,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  1807-1887 
First  Bishop  of  Delaware,  1841-1887 
Rector  of  St.  Andrew's  Church ,  Wilmington ,  1842-1887 
Presiding  Bishop ,  1884-1887 
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their  approbation.  The  name  fixed  upon  is  Christ  Church.  Capt. 
D.  P.  said  it  was  desirable  to  avoid  a  Saint's  name.  The  Capt's 
wife,  who  is  so  much  an  invalid  as  to  be  scarcely  ever  able  to  be  out, 
first  proposed  this  name.  Certainly  if  the  matter  had  been  left  to 
me,  no  name  wd  so  much  have  commended  itself  as  that  of  our 
blessed  Redeemer.  I  trust  it  may  indeed  be  a  Ch.  in  wh  His  pure 
doctrine  will  ever  be  taught,  &  where  many  souls  will  be  gathered 
into  His  fold.  Alexis  D.  P.  had  suggested  Grace  Church — the  objec¬ 
tion  to  wh  was  that  there  was  another  not  far  off  with  that  name.1 
Until  very  recently  he  has  taken  no  interest  in  church  matters. 
Oh!  could  he  &  his  brothers  be  induced  to  choose  that  good  part, 
what  a  blessing  it  wd  be  to  all  about  them! 

May  26th.  Mr.  F.  G.  Smith,2  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.'s  father  has  given 
us  a  surplice  &  scarf  wh  will  be  used  when  the  vestry-room  is 
finished. 

The  adjunct  of  this  church  is  ccChristiana  Hundred.”  I  am  glad 
it  is  thus  comprehensive,  giving  us  “room  &  verge  enough” — “No 
pent  up  Utica.”  Mr.  Belin  said  he  had  filled  up  the  blank  in  this 
way  without  consultation. 

May  29th .  Convention  at  Newark  .  .  .  .The  great  battle  of 
this  Conv.  was  over  the  admission  of  our  church  into  Convention. 
Capt.  D.P.  was  detained  in  Washington  by  official  duties,  &  Mr. 
V.D.3  thought  it  a  fine  time  to  open  his  batteries.  When  Christ 
Ch.  was  announced  as  applying  for  admission  (wh  the  Bp.  did 
himself  by  laying  the  papers  on  the  Secy's  table  with  a  remark  or 
two),  he  rose  &  moved  their  reference  to  a  committee,  thinking,  no 
doubt,  that  he  wd  be  on  that  committee.  But  the  Bp.  did  not 
appoint  him.  The  Com.  soon  reported  favorably,  with  a  unanimous 
resolution,  proposing  our  admission.  Mr.  V.D.  then  said  that 
facts  had  come  to  his  knowledge  showing  that  the  church  ought 
not  be  be  admitted — there  had  been  no  public  meeting,  no  Easter 

1  Grace  Church,  Talley ville,  Delaware,  consecrated  June  n,  1836. 

2  Francis  Gurney  Smith  (1784-1873). 

3  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Van  Deusen,  Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Wilmington. 
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Monday  elections — that  some  of  his  vestry  had  been  placed  on 
ours  without  his  knowledge.  These  things  he  went  over  &  over 
again  in  speech  after  speech,  being  replied  to  by  Judge  Layton  & 
others,  but  still  looking  defiance  at  me,  &  finally  calling  upon  me 
to  deny  what  his  respectable  lay  delegate  (Dr.  Smith)  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  avouch.  I  said  that  being  thus  called  upon,  I  wd  answer, 
which  I  did  by  admitting  the  facts  &  asking  for  the  law  wh  was 
violated.  With  regard  to  his  renewed  claim  that  it  was  within  the 
bounds  of  other  parishes  (wh  the  Bp.  disclaimed)  I  remarked  that 
there  was  a  canon  (xxxi  of  1832)  with  which  one  might  expect  a 
clergyman  to  be  acquainted.  What  was  the  object  of  that  canon? 
Plainly  to  prevent  collisions  &  to  clear  up  all  uncertainty  as  to 
the  term  'parish.  Clergymen  cd  not  interfere  with  each  other,  but 
this  did  not  apply  to  the  people  who  are  sovereign  in  this  republic 
— they  cd  form  churches  when  &  where  they  pleased.  This  silenced 
him  pretty  well.  After  a  great  deal  of  discussion,  it  was  re-com¬ 
mitted  to  the  same  com.  who  soon  reported  that  having  examined 
the  subject,  they  adhered  to  their  first  conclusion.  This  was  signed 
by  a  majority  of  the  Com.  Mr.  V.D.  rose  &  asked  for  the  names  to 
be  read,  when  it  was  found  that  Dr.  Smith  was  the  one  whose 
name  had  been  withdrawn.  And  yet  no  new  facts  had  come  to 
light — only  those  wh  he  himself  had  told  Mr.  V.D.  I  really  pitied 
him  in  thus  allowing  himself  to  be  stultified.  Rev.  Mr.  M’Kim 
immediately  moved  to  lay  the  Report  upon  the  table.  I  objected, 
&  hoped  the  question  wd  be  fairly  met.  It  was  then  put,  &  decided 
in  accordance  with  Report  of  Com.  that  the  Church  should 
be  received.  Bp.  Lee  remarked  to  me  afterwards  that  all  this 
opposition  would  only  help  on  the  work.  They  had  intended 
contesting  my  right  to  a  seat  again,  as  I  have  understood  from 
one  or  two  sources,  but  they  have  been  discreet  enough  finally 
not  to  attempt  it. 

June  1st.  Capt.  D.P.  expressed  himself  indignantly  at  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Mr.  V.D.  in  relation  to  our  church,  &  said  if  we  had 
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telegraphed  him  of  the  matter,  not  all  the  Commanders  in  the 
Navy  should  have  kept  him  in  Washington. 

June  20th.  Mr.  Belin  came  to  speak  of  the  collection  to  be  taken 
up  next  Sunday — suggesting  that  as  there  was  a  peculiar  sensitive¬ 
ness  here,  from  the  Roman  Catholics  having  practiced  it  so  much, 
that  it  should  be  done  in  some  way  to  give  as  little  alarm  as  possi¬ 
ble,  &  proposing  that  instead  of  taking  round  the  boxes,  something 
sd  be  placed  at  the  door  for  each  one  to  put  in  their  contribution. 
He  also  proposed  another  substitute  wh  I  have  forgotten.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  the  difficulty  was  to  get  any  one  to  go  round. 
I  said  they  cd  manage  any  way  they  pleased.  Another  thing  seemed 
to  have  perplexed  him — a  plan  for  the  chancel.  Dr.  Smith  had 
drawn  a  plan  (Bp.  Onderdonk’s  of  the  lectern  &c)  which  was  not 
satisfactory  to  the  ladies,  (alarming,  I  presume,  their  Protestant 
feelings)  and  that  the  Dr.  had  been  rather  displeased.  Mr.  B.  (not 
knowing  the  position  of  matters  here,  no  one  having  told  him  of 
Mr.  V.  D/s  machinations)  was  rather  worried  at  what  he  thought 
was  the  interference  of  the  ladies.  He  seemed  only  anxious,  how¬ 
ever,  to  oblige  me  in  the  matter,  &  arrange  it  as  I  tho’t  best.  I  told 
him  there  was  no  immediate  hurry,  &  spoke  of  the  importance  in 
these  chancel  arrangements,  of  avoiding  every  thing  that  wd  give 
the  least  countenance  to  Romanizing  tendencies. 

June  22d.  Jubilee  celebration  of  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
Propagation  Society  wh  is  observed  in  America  at  the  request  of 
the  Archbp’  of  Canterbury.  First  collection  in  Christ  Church.  By 
personal  application  I  induced  Mr.  Belin  to  take  it  up.  At  the 
suggestion  of  the  Bp.  the  collection  was  for  Christ  Church  Dover 
wh  1 50  years  ago  had  been  the  first  mission  in  Del.  I  might  have 
added  that  I  was  the  great  great  grandson  of  the  founder  of  that 
church  (Rev.  Thomas  Crawford,  first  missionary  appointed  on  the 
formation  of  the  S.  P.  G.  in  1701).1  Collection  $23.31,  the  largest 

1  The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  (S.P.G.)  was  a  branch 
of  The  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge  founded  in  1698.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
Crawford  came  to  America  as  Missionary  at  Dover  in  the  year  1705,  which  is  noted  in  the 
Preface  to  The  Diary. 
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piece  put  in  being  a  $5.  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  afterwards  sent  her  con¬ 
tribution,  $10,  making  it  $ 33.31 . 

June  24th.  Mrs.  Capt.  du  Pont  alluded  to  Dr.  S.’  plan  for  the 
chancel,  but  said  the  whole  had  been  settled  by  the  adoption  of 
St.  Andrew’s  as  the  model.  This  was  what  I  had  suggested  to 
Mr.  Belin. 

July  6th.  Mr.  F.  G.  Smith,  who  had  obtained  50  prayer-books 
for  us,  said  he  could  get  more  from  the  Prayer-book  Society,  if  we 
wanted  them.  He  has  given  us  some  silk  velvet,  once  used  in  St. 
Peter’s,  Philad,  for  our  pulpit  &  desk. 

August  yd.  A  very  good  congregation.  Used  the  gown  &  surplice 
for  the  first  time,  not  having  any  place  to  put  them  on.  Bp.  Lee, 
whom  I  consulted  when  I  first  came,  said  he  did  not  use  them 
when  he  preached  here.  Mr.  V.D.  has  always  worn  it  when  he 
came.  I  expressed  to  Alexis  D.P.  the  satisfaction  I  had  in  seeing 
him  there,  &  our  obligation  to  him  for  his  exertions  in  the  improve¬ 
ments,  &  my  hope  that  we  wd  add  the  further  favor  of  coming  to 
church.  Not  long  since  they  wanted  no  churches  among  them. 
And  now,  to  be  a  worker !  Lord,  carry  on  this  work  until  his  body, 
soul  &  spirit  are  consecrated  to  Thee! 

August  1 oth.  Preached  in  the  morning  at  Christ  Ch.  A  very 
good  congregation.  Mrs.  Capt.  du  Pont  out,  which  owing  to  her 
health,  is  a  rare  thing.  Our  first  vestry  meeting  takes  place  to¬ 
morrow,  wh  however,  I  shall  not  attend. 

August  ijth.  Christ  Ch.  P.  M.  Congregation  very  good.  Pulpit  & 
desk  finished.  Chancel  carpeted.  Two  mahogany  chairs  brought 
by  old  Mrs.  du  Pont 1  from  France  covered  with  the  same  velvet 
as  the  pulpit.  The  services  today  a  sort  of  quasi-consecration. 
Mr.  V.D.  came,  notwithstanding  his  opposition.  The  Bp.  preached 
for  me,  &  after  sermon  had  appropriate  prayers,  not  found  in  the 
Prayer  book.  Bp’s  text,  “Forsake  not  the  assembling  of  your- 

1  Probably  Madam  Sophie  Madeleine  Dalmas  du  Pont  (1775-1828)  wife  of  Eleuthere 
Ir6nee  du  Pont. 
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selves  together.”  Called  at  Dr.  Smith’s  on  the  way  home.  Down 
stairs  for  the  first  time  since  his  illness. 

August  23d.  Capt.  D.P.  called  to  tell  me  the  proceedings  for  the 
vestry  meeting.  They  had  given  me  a  call  at  a  salary  of  $300 — 
that  Mr.  Belin  had  said  he  thought  that  sum  cd  be  made  up. 

August  24th.  Mrs.  B.1  &  myself  in  walking  from  church,  called  at 
Mr.  Wilson’s  as  he  had  not  been  well.  I  had  heard  of  a  plan  of 
getting  him  baptized  at  Trinity  church,  just  before  our  church 
was  organized,  but  did  not  know  all  until  to-day.  I  observed  that 
I  supposed  his  youngest  child  had  not  been  baptized.  He  said 
none  of  his  family  had  been  except  himself  &  it  had  been  arranged 
that  he  &  his  wife  &  five  children,  two  of  them  grown,  should  go 
with  Dr.  Smith  on  some  Prayer-day  and  have  it  done,  the  difficulty 
of  having  it  in  our  church  being  that  it  wd  have  to  be  on  Sunday, 
&  before  the  congregation,  to  wh  his  wife  &  daughter  objected,  I 
remarked  that  in  the  case  of  adults  faith  &  repentance  were  pre¬ 
requisites — that  having  these  we  should  delight  to  confess  our 
Saviour  before  men,  &  that  without  them  it  wd  be  highly  improper 
to  have  it  done  at  all.  I  pressed  the  subject  of  heart  religion  home 
upon  them  individually  &  had  prayer  with  them.  I  pray  God  to 
over-rule  this  for  good.  Here  then  were  these  people  about  to  be 
hauled  up  to  the  ordinance  with  very  little  idea  of  its  real  nature, 
because  they  could  have  it  done  on  a  Prayer-day  so  privately!  I 
thought  to  myself,  surely  those  who  believe  in  baptismal  regenera¬ 
tion  cannot  believe  in  the  necessity  of  any  spiritual  change.  Com¬ 
plying  with  the  ordinances,  that  is  the  righteousness  by  wh  they 
are  to  stand  accepted. 

Alexis  D.  P.  at  church.  I  trust  the  Lord  is  leading  him  by  a  way 
he  knows  not.  Mrs.  Bauduy  expressed  her  satisfaction  at  it  and 
said  “O  if  my  brother  Henry  could  only  be  brought  to  do  so!”  I 
said  more  unlikely  things  than  that  had  come  to  pass,  and  then 
referred  to  a  classmate  of  mine  whose  father  had  been  an  Infidel, 

1  Mrs.  Samuel  C.  Brinckl6.  Second  and  last  (direct)  mention  of  her  in  The  Diary. 
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made  so  by  Thomas  Jefferson  whose  relative  he  was,  &  who  in 
turn  had  indoctrinated  his  whole  family  including  this  son,  a 
young  man  of  fine  talents  &  lovely  disposition.  He  became  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  revival  in  college  &  was  made  a  blessing  to  his  family, 
who  also  turned  to  the  Lord.  She  said  she  hoped  so, — that  she 
could  see  some  change  in  him.  O  Lord,  revive  Thy  work! 

August 31st.  Preached  at  Christ  Ch.  P.M.  having  assisted  the 
Bp.  as  usual  in  the  morning.  Never  saw  our  congregation  larger. 
Baptized  three  children  of  J.  Wilson.  Stayed  some  time  after 
church  to  the  practising  of  the  choir  &  had  much  conversation  with 
Capt.  D.  P.  He  &  his  wife  &  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  had  been  in  Philad. 
to  purchase  a  communion  set.  Finding  they  had  so  much  to  do  with 
their  money,  they  had  finally  made  up  their  minds  to  a  plated  set. 
Purchased  it  for  $30  of  Baily  &  Kitchen.1 

September  9th.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  called.  Said  the  sentence 
had  been  put  up  in  the  church,  &  that  it  was  presented  by  Gibson 
of  Philad.  It  is,  “Remember  now  thy  Creator  &c”.  Mrs.  Alexis 
D.  P/s  father,  Mr.  F.  G.  Smith  chose  it. 

September  14th.  Congregation  affected  to-day  by  the  opening  of 
the  new  Presbyterian  church. 

October  2d.  Engaged  in  parochial  visiting  all  day.  Called  to  see 
Miss  Mary  D.  P.2 — confined  to  her  room.  She  asked  me  to  come 
&  see  her  as  often  as  I  could,  as  she  anticipated  a  long  confinement. 
Delighted  to  find  Mrs.  Charles  D.  P.3  ready  to  come  out  on  the 
Lord’s  side.  She  said,  “If  I  wait  I  shall  be  no  better,  &  shall  then 
have  to  come  as  now,  looking  to  the  Saviour  for  fitness.”  But  a 
moment  before  she  came  into  the  room  I  said,  “Oh!  Miss  Mary, 

1  Now  Bailey,  Banks  &  Biddle  Co.  of  Philadelphia.  This  set  was  stolen.  See  entry  of 
May  20th,  i860. 

2  Mary  Van  Dyke  du  Pont,  daughter  of  Charles  I.  du  Pont  and  Dorcas  Montgomery 
Van  Dyke  du  Pont  (1806-1838)  his  first  wife. 

3  Ann  Ridgely  du  Pont  (1815-1898)  second  wife  of  Charles  I.  du  Pont,  son  of  Victor 
Marie  du  Pont  and  Gabrielle  Josephine  de  la  Fite  de  Pelleport  du  Pont  (1770-1837). 
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if  your  mother  would  only  choose  that  good  part!”  She  said, 
“Oh!  our  whole  family!”  May  this  indeed  prove  as  the  dropping 
that  precedes  the  shower.  Found  Mrs.  Brattan  in  an  interesting 
state  of  mind,  awakened  by  attendance  at  our  services. 

October  5th.  Christ  Church  in  the  morning.  Communion  for  the 
first  time.  26  at  the  table.  They  stand,  10  from  St.  Andrew’s,  6  from 
Trinity,  8  heretofore  communicants,  but  without  connection  with 
any  adjacent  church,  and  2  communing  for  the  first  time — Mrs. 
Charles  D.  P.  and  Joseph  Simpson.  Of  those  hailing  from  Trinity 
four  joined  there  before  we  organized;  &  of  those  from  St.  Andrew’s 
3.  Alexis  at  church  &  very  attentive.  Took  up  a  collection  for 
missions  within  the  diocese  $18.18. 

October  10th.  The  interior  of  our  little  church  is  to  be  re-arranged, 
the  old  school  desks  to  be  thrown  out,  &  new  ones  made  with  a 
swing  back  which  can  be  converted  into  a  desk  at  pleasure.  This 
will  enable  us  to  seat  two  hundred  persons.  So  far,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  communion  table,  for  wh  Mrs.  B.  told  me  a  little  sub¬ 
scription  was  got  up,  the  expense  was  sustained  by  a  reserve  fund 
of  the  S.  school  wh  had  been  accumulating  for  years — arising,  I 
suppose  from  the  State  allowance  of  so  much  a  head  for  every 
scholar — a  happy  peculiarity  of  our  little  State.  This  amounted, 
I  understood,  to  $300.  Mrs.  Bauduy  had  a  charge  against  it  of 
$196  wh  she  generously  forgave. 

November  2d.  Christ  Ch.  A.  M.  Catechised  the  children  at 
o’clock.  18  at  the  Communion,  one  for  the  first  time. 

November  jd.  Called  at  Capt.  D.  P.’s  who  went  with  me  to  see 
James  Green  for  whom  we  had  prayer  in  church  yesterday.  The 
Capt.  consulted  me  in  regard  to  a  religious  paper.  Glad  to  find 
he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  take  one  .  .  .  He  is  evidently  pre¬ 
paring  for  great  usefulness  in  the  Church.  May  God  make  him 
“a  burning  &  shining  light.” 
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November 30th.  Christ  Ch.  A.  M.  17  at  the  Communion.  Mrs. 
Breck1  &  Mr.  Belin  for  the  first  time.  Collection  $20.60. 

December  9th.  Paid  9  visits  this  morning.  When  leaving  Mrs. 
Henry  D.P.’s2  she  asked  me  to  remain  a  while,  and  then  told  me 
of  her  desire  to  come  forward  to  the  Communion.  It  is  remarkable 
that  I  had  been  intending  to  speak  of  Mrs.  D.  whose  exercise  of 
mind  I  was  confident  of,  and  had  once  gone  there  for  that 
purpose,  but  did  not  see  her,  and  now  it  comes  from  herself. 
O  may  God  make  her  a  blessing  &  blessed — especially  to  her 
husband!  What  good  news  will  this  be  to  Mrs.  Bauduy  who  is 
now  in  Philad. 

December  nth.  Called  at  Alexis  D.  P.'s.  Mrs.  D.  spoke  of  her 
husband  .  .  .  Said  that  on  the  last  occasion  of  Communion  the 
sermon  had  more  affected  him  than  any  he  had  ever  heard.  I  told 
her  I  confidently  trusted  to  see  him  yet  brought  in,  &  that  once 
thus  reached,  he  wd  with  his  indomitable  energy  of  character, 
make  a  noble  Xn.  She  remarked  that  the  cases  of  Mrs.  Chas.  & 
Mrs.  H.  D.  P.  showed  the  importance  of  our  organization,  that 
but  for  this,  it  might  have  been  a  long  time  before  they  had  come 
forward.  She  seemed  scarcely  able  to  express  her  thankfulness  for 
the  movement  in  this  matter — said  it  had  interested  her  husband 
as  he  never  cd  have  been  interested  otherwise. 

Christmas  eve.  Night  service  for  the  first  time.  Congregation 
very  good.  The  Bishop  preached  for  me  from  the  text  “Let  the 
children  of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their  King.”  Church  dressed  with 
evergreens. 

December  25th.  Administered  the  Com.  to  25  persons,  two  for 
the  first  time — Mrs.  Charles  &  Mrs.  H.  D.  P.  Capt.  D.  P.  absent. 
His  wife  with  us  last  night  &  this  morning.  Dr.  S.  took  two  of  our 
choir  to  Trinity  Ch. 

1  Gabrielle  Josephine  du  Pont,  daughter  of  Amelia  Elizabeth  du  Pont  Clifford,  married 
William  Breck. 

2  Louisa  Gerhard  du  Pont  (1816-1900). 
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December  28th.  Dr.  Smith  sick.  O  that  this  dispensation  might 
be  sanctified  to  him,  leading  him  to  look  more  to  Christ  &  less  to 
mere  external  order. 

1852  ☆  1854 

1852 

January  nth.  Preached  P.  M.  to  a  good  congregation,  &  exceed¬ 
ingly  attentive.  Much  encouraged  to  declare  the  truth.  O  that 
God  may  bless  His  Word!  My  brother  expressed  a  hope  that  Dr. 
Smith  even  would  give  in  his  adhesion  to  Evangelical  principles, 
and  give  up  Trinity  &  its  Romanizing  rector, — so  attentive  did  he 
seem  to-day. 

January  20th.  Reed,  the  sad  news  of  Dr.  T.  M.  K.  Smith’s 
death1 — most  unexpected,  for  I  had  only  two  hours  before,  a  note 
from  Mrs.  Bauduy  in  reply  to  my  enquiries,  giving  reason  to  hope 
he  was  better,  and  mentioning  that  she  had  read  (to  his  wife 
probably)  that  part  of  my  note  referring  to  his  illness,  by  wh  she 
had  been  much  touched.  Though  a  parishioner  of  Mr.V.  D.  he  was 
a  constant  hearer  of  mine.  We  differed  on  church  principles  but 
differed  kindly,  though  the  Rector  of  Trinity  at  the  time  of  our 
organization  had  sought  to  make  an  issue  between  us.  His  last 
attendance  on  public  worship  was  in  our  church.  And  we  trust  he 
is  now  of  the  holy  Catholic  church,  the  communion  of  saints, 
living  &  dead. 

January  22d.  Was  pleased  to  hear  Mr.  H.  du  Pont  allude  to  the 
circumstance  of  his  preparation  for  a  death  so  sudden  &  mysterious 
as  a  consolation. 

January  24th.  Funeral.  Alexis  D.  P.  seemed  much  affected  & 
asked  me  to  come  &  see  his  wife.  He  said  as  if  grieved,  “Why  have 
you  not  been  to  see  us?”  The  Lord  knows  I  wd  have  flown  there 
if  I  had  known  a  visit  wd  be  acceptable. 

1  Dr.  (Thomas  Mackie)  Smith  died  from  the  accidental  administration  of  poison, 
(aconite)  by  his  wife.  He  recognized  immediately  that  the  dose  was  probably  fatal.  Emetics 
were  used  at  his  direction,  but  without  avail. 
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January  22d  continued.  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  God  is  going  to  bring  some  great  good  out  of  this  sad,  sad 
dispensation.  O  may  He  do  it! 

January  25th.  Preached  in  the  morning  at  Christ  Church.  Col¬ 
lection  for  foreign  Missions  $13.41.  Called  before  church,  accord¬ 
ing  to  promise,  to  see  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  She  much  regretted  the 
absence  of  her  husband,  who  being  informed  by  Mr.  V.  D.  that 
he  was  going  to  preach  a  funeral  sermon,  very  reluctantly  went, — 
wishing  much  to  see  me.  She  said  that  as  soon  as  Dr.  S.  breathed 
his  last,  her  husband,  taking  her  into  another  room,  asked  her  to 
kneel  down  &  pray  for  him,  &  she  saying  she  could  not,  he  said, 
“O  Yes.  You  must  call  on  the  Lord  Jesus !”  Wrote  a  note  to  Mr. 
D.  P.  after  dinner,  &  sent  him  some  suitable  books. 

January  26th.  Went  to  see  our  dear  afflicted  friend  Mrs.  Smith. 
I  told  her  God  was  preparing  her  by  this  deep  trial,  for  greater 
things  than  she  had  yet  accomplished.  She  spoke  of  her  brothers, 
how  she  had  pressed  Henry  to  attend  to  this  subject,  &  come  to 
church,  &  that  if  anything  cd  comfort  her  under  her  affliction  it 
wd  be  that  it  might  be  blessed  for  their  good.  H.  said,  “We  shall 
see  about  it.”  I  pray  that  his  heart  may  be  touched.  Spoke  to  her 
of  my  wish  that  Alexis  should  read  Doddridge's  “Rise  &  Progress,” 
&  she  said  she  wd  give  it  to  him  with  her  own  hands. 

January  30th.  Wrote  to  Alexis  D.  P.  pressing  home  the  lesson  of 
the  late  affliction.  This  letter  I  enclosed  in  a  note  to  his  wife, 
apprehending  that  if  directed  to  himself,  it  might  be  opened  in  the 
office,  in  the  midst  of  business,  and  might  not  do  the  same  good.  O 
that  God  may  bless  my  poor  efforts!  O  Holy  Spirit!  be  not  wanting 
here,  but  send  the  word  of  truth  to  his  heart!  Jesus,  Master,  have 
mercy  on  him,  and  on  all  whom  this  Providence  may  concern! 

February  1st.  Christ  Ch.  P.M.  Some  of  our  afflicted  friends  out 
for  the  first  time,  among  them,  Alexis  D.  P.  My  text  was,  “He 
could  there  do  no  mighty  works  because  of  their  unbelief.” 
Alluded  towards  the  close,  to  the  late  dispensation,  in  which  the 
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Lord  had  come  to  us,  &  earnestly  entreated  that  coming  thus  to 
do  a  mighty  work  of  grace.  He  might  not  be  allowed  to  depart 
with  but  a  small  blessing  to  our  souls.  There  seemed  an  air  of 
solemnity  over  the  house,  &  I  felt  my  heart  much  moved.  Mr. 
Henry  D.  P.  came  to  meet  his  wife  on  her  way  from  church,  which 
he  did  last  Sunday.  O  when  will  he  get  altogether  there!  I  love  to 
think  he  will.  God  speed  it!  Walked  some  distance  with  them  on 
my  way  to  baptize  a  sick  child,  &  returning  met  with  Charles 
D.  P.1  with  whom  I  walked.  Pressed  him  much  on  the  subject  of 
the  late  event,  urging  him  to  follow  his  wife’s  example,  &  that  of 
his  daughter.  O  can  it  be  that  thru  such  examples,  one  of  them,  his 
first  wife,  now  a  blessed  spirit  beside  the  throne,  should  all  be  in 
vain!  Let  me  rouse  myself,  &  feel  the  weight  of  souls  more  than 
I  have  ever  done  before. 

February  15th.  Congregation  very  good.  Sermon  to  young  men. 

February  16th.  Parochial  visiting  this  morning.  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P. 
said  my  letter  to  her  husband  had  touched  him  much — that  he 
had  said  no  one  ever  took  such  an  interest  in  his  welfare. 

March  yth.  The  Bp.  preached  for  me  to  an  excellent  congrega¬ 
tion.  Gave  notice  of  his  intended  visitation  the  1st  Sunday  in  May. 

March  26th.  Heard  from  Mr.  Alexis  D.  P.  that  there  is  some 
talk  of  the  Presbyterians  selling  their  church,2  &  it  was  thought  a 
number  of  them  might  join  our  church.  What  a  pity  we  cd  not 
purchase  it!  It  is  60  by  40  in  the  clear,  &  cost  $9000  including  the 
cemetery  of  3  acres. 

April  yd.  Heard  that  there  was  quite  a  contest  on  Brandywine 
at  the  school  election,  the  Priests  being  dissatisfied  &  desiring  to 
have  all  in  their  own  hands — this  too,  when  two  of  their  own  per- 
suasian  are  employed  as  teachers.  It  seems  however,  they  are 

1  Charles  Irenee  du  Pont,  oldest  son  of  Victor  Marie  du  Pont  and  Gabrielle  Josephine 
de  la  Fite  de  Pelleport  du  Pont.  Married  (1)  Dorcas  Montgomery  Van  Dyke,  (2)  Ann 
Ridgely. 

2  Green  Hill  Church.  See  reference  under  date  of  November  io,  1850. 
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regarded  as  but  half-hearted,  the  Priest  having  attacked  them 
from  the  altar  last  Sunday.  I  was  glad  to  learn  that  Alexis  D.P. 
was  strongly  arrayed  on  the  Protestant  side.  I  recollect  when  he 
was  said  to  be  the  other  way.  The  time  I  trust  is  not  far  distant 
when  we  shall  see  a  great  change  in  him.  The  Protestant  party  was 
victorious  by  a  small  majority.  I  hear  Alexis  is  in  favor  of  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  Bible. 

April  4th.  Noticed  to-day  that  Alexis  knelt  in  church.  In  some 
states  of  mind  even  so  small  a  thing  as  this  indicates  a  great 
change  within.  Mrs.  Bauduy  observed  to-day  that  she  had  told  the 
Bp.  three  years  ago  that  her  brother  wd  never  be  a  half-way  Xn, 
but  when  once  converted  he  wd  give  heart  &  soul  to  the  work. 
O  that  God  wd  make  him  such! 

April  yth.  Capt.  D.P.  spoke  to  me  on  the  subject  of  having 
Alexis  in  our  vestry  in  place  of  Mr.  Belin,  who  declines  reelection 
(wh  I  had  proffered  him)  said  he  had  mentioned  it  to  his  wife 
who  thought  his  being  unbaptized  an  insuperable  difficulty, — and 
that  he  was  sorry  they  had  not  elected  him  without  saying  any¬ 
thing  about  it.  I  said  that  however  desirable  that  vestrymen 
should  be  baptized,  there  was  no  stern  rule  that  they  should  be, 
&  plenty  of  precedents  to  the  contrary, — one  of  wh  was  Gen. 
Gurney,1  the  intimate  friend  of  Bp.  White,  who  was  not  baptized 
till  his  last  illness.  Mrs.  D.  P.'s  father,  F.  G.  Smith  was  named  for 
him.  The  Capt.  said  he  wd  not  tell  her  what  I  said,  lest  it  should 
alarm  her  high  Ch.  prejudices.  In  the  midst  of  this  conversation, 
the  Bp.  came  up,  who  confirmed  my  statement  &  remarked  that 
this  wd  apply  equally  to  the  other  sacrament,  baptism  being  lost 
without  it — that  it  wd  be  desirable  indeed  that  they  sd  be  really 
religious,  but  that  we  had  to  be  contented  with  lower  qualifica¬ 
tions.  I  shall  see  Mrs.  A.  D.  P.  myself  about  it.  A  short  time  since 
she  spoke  to  me  of  her  husband,  &  wished  so  much  he  cd  be  bap- 

1  Francis  Gurney,  distinguished  soldier  and  citizen  of  Philadelphia  who  formed  the  firm 
of  Gurney  and  Smith,  Philadelphia,  with  Daniel  Smith  (1755-1836)  father  of  Francis 
Gurney  Smith,  as  partner. 
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tized.  To  wh  I  replied  that  I  trusted  it  wd  not  be  long  before  he 
viewed  it  in  a  proper  light,  &  coming  with  right  qualification,  wd 
find  it  a  blessing  indeed,  for  wh  we  must  earnestly  pray  &  strive. 
I  have  thought  possibly  she  might  think  this  a  fair  occasion  for 
pressing  the  matter  upon  him  &  she  may  be  in  too  great  haste, 
though  I  think  him  in  a  most  hopeful  state  of  mind. 

April  10th.  Saw  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  &  overcame  her  objection.  She 
says  her  husband  now  speaks  of  “  our  church,”  wh  he  never  used  to 
do.  Remarked  on  the  late  contest  about  the  schools,  that  Alexis  had 
said  he  helped  to  build  the  R.  C.  Church  &  that  he  was  well  chas¬ 
tised  for  it.  It  seems  that  the  parts  of  the  reading  book  wh  the 
Priest  cut  out  were  the  life  of  Luther  &  that  of  Samuel  Adams. 

April  1 8th.  26  at  the  Communion.  Alexis  D.  P.  commenced  his 
functions  as  a  vestryman  by  handing  round  the  plate.  Collection 
for  Missions  within  the  diocese  #18.43.  Catechised  the  children  as 
usual  on  the  days  we  have  morning  service. 

April  25th.  A  couple  of  young  men  spoke  to  me  after  church  on 
the  Confirmation,  with  whom  I  was  much  pleased.  Called  after¬ 
wards  to  see  if  Joseph  Wilson’s  wife  &  daughters  were  ready  to 
give  up  their  halting.  Found  them  wishing  to  be  baptized,  but  not 
disposed  to  go  further — not  thinking  themselves  fit  to  make  a 
profession  of  religion, — as  if  this  were  not  a  profession.  I  trust  they 
may  yet  see  the  matter  in  a  proper  light. 

April  27th.  Had  an  evening  service  preparatory  to  Confirma¬ 
tion.  Very  good  turnout  of  women,  but  few  men,  as  they  work  so 
late.  Mrs.  Smith  at  church  first  time  since  the  death  of  her 
husband. 

May  2d.  The  Bishop  preached  in  our  church  &  confirmed  seven, 
viz.  Mrs.  Charles  I.  du  Pont,  Mrs.  Henry  du  P.  Mrs.  Mullin, 
Jane  Mullin,  Louisa  Belin,1  Robert  Greer,  James  Brown.2  The 

1  Oldest  daughter  (1836-1859)  of  Henry  H.  Belin — married  Dr.  Joseph  P.  Wales. 

2  Mullin  (husband  of  Mrs.  Mullin),  Greer  and  Brown  were  Du  Pont  Company  em¬ 
ployees. 
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house  crowded  to  the  utmost.  Mr.  Van  Deusen  at  church.  It 
should  be  mentioned  that  some  admitted  to  the  communion  here 
had  been  confirmed  before,  some  in  Ireland,  &  some  at  St.  A/s  & 
Trinity — this  place  having  constantly  furnished  persons  for  con¬ 
firmation  to  those  two  churches  before  its  organization.  We  were 
in  great  hopes  that  Mr.  H.  D.  P.  wd  have  come  to  church  this 
afternoon,  his  sister  Mrs.  Smith  having  written  to  him  on  the 
subject,  but  he  did  not,  though  I  suspect  he  was  very  near  it.  He 
did  come  part  of  the  way  down.  Let  us  trust  that  God  may  yet 
move  him. 

May  15th.  Morning  at  Christ  Ch.  25  at  communion — 5  of  them 
new.  James  Brown  the  only  one  confirmed  who  did  not  commune. 

May  26th . — Diocesan  Convention.  In  the  election  of  officers  we 
carried  everything,  voting  a  clean  ticket  except  in  one  instance, 
that  of  Mr.  V.  D. — put  on  the  Standing  Committee.  All  but  one 
had  been  elected  when  the  Bp.  rose  &  moved  the  indulgence  of  the 
house,  to  be  allowed  to  nominate  Mr.  V.  D.  Another  ballot  took 
place  without  effect.  Then  another,  after  which  I  changed  my 
vote  to  him,  which  just  took  him  in  by  a  majority  of  one.  Thus  is 
our  church,  so  far  as  Convention  is  concerned,  completely  dis¬ 
enthralled  from  Tractarian  rule.  Before  adjourning  in  the  after¬ 
noon  Judge  Layton  brought  up  a  resolution  endorsing  the  Bp’s 
Pastoral  Letter  (relating  to  the  Billop  case)1  wh  was  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

May  2jth.  Discussion  lasted  till  12  o’clk.  Speakers  on  our  side, 
Dr.  Pralek,  Mr.  Ridgely,  &  Judge  Layton — on  the  other  Messrs. 
Franklin,  Van  Deusen,  Harrold  of  the  clergy,  W.  T.  Read  &  H. 
Naff  of  the  laity.  .  .  .  The  Pastoral  was  triumphantly  sustained, 
only  two  of  the  opposers,  (V.  D.  &  Harrold)  voting  negative — the 

1  Mr.  Brinckle  has  reference  here  to  a  controversy  between  Bishop  Lee  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  F.  Billop,  rector  of  Immanuel  Church,  Newcastle,  regarding  the  ritual  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and,  more  particularly,  involving  the  historic  difference  of  opinion  in  matters 
“High”  and  “Low”  in  the  Church.  For  detailed  information  consult  the  records  of  the 
Diocese  of  Delaware. 
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others  wishing  to  be  excused.  Of  the  churches  only  one  voted  in 
the  negative, — (New  Castle,  Mr.  Billop’s  own).  It  is  significant 
that  these  five  gentlemen  who  endorsed  the  sermon  are  all  re¬ 
pudiated  by  the  vote  of  their  parishes.  Thus  after  ten  or  eleven 
years  of  Tractarian  misrule,  has  the  church  been  restored.  It  sd  be 
mentioned  that  while  great  plainness  of  speech  was  used,  nothing 
occurred  to  leave  a  sore,  behind. 

June  yth.  Parochial  visiting.  Gave  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  “James' 
Anxious  Inquirer"  for  her  husband,  she  having  asked  me  for  a 
book  for  him.  God  give  me  favor  with  that  family, — not  for 
theirs,  but  them. 

June  13th.  32  at  the  Communion — Largest  number  we  have 
had — 3  for  the  first  time.  In  inviting  to  the  communion,  I  asked 
all  who  wished,  to  remain  &  witness  it;  accordingly  several  did 
so, — among  them,  Alexis  D.  P.  who  seemed  much  impressed. 
After  church,  spoke  to  him,  &  found  him  in  a  most  tender  frame 
of  mind,  &  ready  to  give  himself  to  the  Saviour.  Says  he  intends  to 
come  &  see  me  on  the  subject.  Had  read  the  book  I  sent  him,  & 
was  much  pleased  with  it.  “Laus  Deo."  His  wife  shed  tears  of  joy. 

June  20th.  Called  at  Alexis  D.  P.'s  after  church,  at  his  request. 
Found  him  deeply  affected  &  determined  to  make  the  Lord  his 
portion.  How  shall  I  sufficiently  laud  &  magnify  the  grace  of  God! 
Is  to  be  baptized  the  4th  of  July  wh  fails  on  Sunday,  having 
selected  this  day  for  his  dedication  of  himself  to  Christ,  because 
on  that  day  for  so  many  years,  he  had  committed  so  much  sin. 
Referring  to  his  having  been  accustomed  to  go  with  some  young 
men  on  excursions  of  pleasure.  He  mentioned  that  about  14  years 
ago  they  had  a  little  meeting  in  the  school-house,  our  present 
church,  about  calling  a  clergyman,  (Rev.  Mr.  Grigg), — seven 
persons  attending,  one  of  whom  he  was,  but  how  he  came  there  he 
cd  not  tell,  except  that  it  might  have  been  to  please  his  wife.  That 
on  his  return  from  the  meeting  he  wrote  his  Will,  making  on  the 
back  of  it  a  memorandum  of  the  meeting  &  those  who  were  at  it. 
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Of  the  7  only  3  now  living.  Three  were  blown  up  in  the  powder 
mills,  &  the  other  was  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Smith,  whose  death 
was  so  mysterious.  Why  he  should  have  been  spared,  he  said  was 
a  mystery  to  him; — wh  I  told  him  he  was  now  beginning  to  know, 
&  would  know  more  &  more  hereafter.  Grigg's  connection  here, 
I  had  never  heard  of  before.  It  lasted  not  more  than  6  months,  if 
so  long,  &  Dr.  M'Cullough  was  afterwards  engaged. 

June  21  st.  Parochial  visiting.  Had  prayer  in  a  number  of  places, 
wh  I  always  like  to  do,  finding  it  very  acceptable,  &  in  my  favored 
moments  having  a  delightful  liberty.  Called  at  Capt.  D.  P/s  to 
mingle  congratulations  with  Mrs.  D. — (her  husband  being  absent), 
over  her  brother's  happy  case.  Told  her  of  his  particular  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  indebtedness  to  her.  .  .  .  She  spoke  of  a  sermon  I  had 
preached  some  time  ago  from  Isa  lxiv-i,  “O  that  Thou  wdst 
bow  the  heavens  &  come  down” — wh  text  had  mingled  with  her 
prayers  ever  since,  connected  with  the  third  verse  “When  thou 
didst  terrible  things  that  we  looked  not  for,”  &c.  This  sermon, 
I  find,  was  preached  the  Sunday  after  Dr.  Smith's  death. 

July  4th.  P.M.  Baptized  Alexis  du  Pont  in  Christ  Church — his 
wife,  her  father,  Mr.  F.  G.  Smith,  &  Capt.  D.  P.  his  witnesses. 
Congregation  very  large. 

July  nth.  Christ  Church  A.  M.  27  at  the  Communion,  one  of 
them  first  time — Alexis  D.  P. 

July  14th.  Alexis  D.  P.  called.  Mentioned  that  he  had  told 
Mr.  V.  D.  of  his  intention  to  be  baptized,  &  that  being  a  vestryman 
of  my  church,  he  thought  proper  that  his  rector  should  baptize 
him.  Mr.  V.  D.  asked  if  he  wished  his  wife  to  be  transferred  here. 
He  said,  no,  that  her  brother  (Dr.  Smith)  had  belonged  there, 
&  she  wd  wish  her  name  to  remain  on  their  list. 

His  frame  seemed  delightfully  spiritual.  He  said  Sunday  was  so 
delightful  to  him  that  he  counted  the  days  till  it  came.  What  hath 
God  wrought!  Mentioned  to  him  that  his  brother  Henry  had  in¬ 
tended  going  to  church  with  Mr.  Caldwell  the  day  he  was  bap- 
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tized,  but  prevented  by  Dr.  Grimshaw.  He  seemed  struck  with 
this,  &  said,  “That  makes  it  so  much  worse  for  Dr.  G. — one  of 
whose  excuses  was  that  I  had  not  asked  him,  &  another  that  it  wd 
seem  like  making  a  spectacle  of  it.” 

July  1 8th.  Christ  Church  P.  M.  Congregation  so  large  that  they 
had  to  put  seats  in  the  aisles. 

July  19th.  It  is  said  Mr.  Van  D.  has  resigned  his  charge  &  ac¬ 
cepted  a  call  to  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  V.  D.  complains  of  the  last 
Convention,  &  of  the  opposition  he  meets  with  from  the  Bp.  in 
observing  holy  days — all  the  opposition  however,  being  that  the 
Bp.  does  not  follow  his  example  in  keeping  them.  A  meeting  this 
afternoon  at  Trinity  Church,  after  wh  Alexis  D.  P.  paid  me  a 
visit  of  painful  character.  He  now  avows  himself  a  high  church¬ 
man, — having  determined,  he  says,  to  search  the  whole  subject 
to  the  bottom.  He  has  ordered  some  Tractarian  publications  from 
the  book-seller.  Said  he  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with  Dr.  Bedell's 
explanation  of  the  VI.  chapter  of  St.  John — that  he  believed  in 
the  reality ,  not  the  symbol .  .  .  .  Told  him  I  feared  he  was  going 
on  the  wrong  track,  where  he  might  lose  the  substance  for  the 
shadow — that  I  should  not  cease  to  pray  for  him,  &  trusted  he  wd 
for  himself — that  the  Bible  wd  be  a  much  better  book  for  him  than 
some  he  had  mentioned.  This  is  to  teach  me  a  lesson  to  depend 
less  on  man,  &  more  on  God.  But  what  shall  I  say  of  the  man  who 
has  thus  perverted  him?  The  Lord  show  him  his  error!  Alexis  pre¬ 
dicted  that  I  wd  be  left  ere  long  with  empty  benches,  or  only  a  few 
Presbyterians  to  hear  me.  I  was  enabled  to  take  it  all  in  humble¬ 
ness  of  mind,  far  more,  I  think  I  can  say,  in  sorrow  than  in  anger. 

July  19th  continued.  But  how  must  this  thing  pain  his  pious 
friends  &  relatives !  And  what  a  stumbling-block  to  those  to  whom 
I  trusted  his  example  wd  be  such  a  benefit.  O  may  God  be  with  us 
in  this  trial  &  avert  the  evil  consequences!  Glory  to  God  for  peace 
still — not  in  the  world,  nor  in  the  church,  but  in  Christ.  May  this 
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storm  drive  me  to  Him  as  my  only  refuge.  I  know  that  these  are 
but  the  trials  of  faith  &  patience  wh  I  need. 

July  20th.  This  morning  Capt.  D.  P.  called,  &  sat  2  hours  with 
me.  His  visit  was  a  cordial.  He  had  seen  Alexis  yesterday,  &  had 
very  much  the  same  conversation  that  he  had  with  me.  The  Capt. 
says  his  wife’s  relatives  had  much  to  do  with  this.  He  says,  let 
him  go,  if  he  will,  to  Trinity,  the  church  here  will  still  go  forward. 
His  eyes  filled  with  tears,  &  his  voice  choked  with  emotion  in  re¬ 
peating  what  he  had  said  to  Alexis  concerning  their  indebtedness 
to  me.  “But,”  said  he,  “We  have  been  too  much  influenced  by 
delicacy,  &  not  sufficiently  straight-forward.  We  must  take  care  of 
this  hereafter.” 

July  2 1st.  The  Bishop  seemed  much  pained  by  the  sudden  high 
church  phase  of  Alexis  D.  P.  but  said  he  relied  very  much  on  the 
real  change  of  heart  he  had  experienced,  which  would  in  the  end, 
bring  him  right. 

July  25th.  Sunday.  Assisted  Bp.  Lee  at  St.  A.’s  in  the  morning. 
Preached  at  Christ  Church  P.M.  The  Bp’s  text  was  from  2  K. 
xix.  14,  “And  Hezekiah  went  up  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  & 
spread  the  letter  before  the  Lord.”  But  for  this,  /  had  often 
fainted.  Glory  be  to  God!  “His  statutes”  have  often  been  “my 
songs  in  the  house  of  my  pilgrimage.” 

July  27th.  Called  at  Charles  D.  P.’s.  Pressed  him  much  to  give 
his  heart  to  the  Saviour — which  he  tried  to  evade  by  affecting  to 
understand  me  in  a  denominational  way,  wh  however,  I  wd  not 
permit.  Had  an  interesting  conversation  with  James  Brattan,  of 
whom  I  have  great  hope.  Left  with  him  James’  “Anxious  In¬ 
quirer.”  Found  that  Alexis  had  been  urging  Holland1  on  the  great 

1  Henry  Holland  married  Miss  Martha  Stirling,  sister  of  Victor  Stirling,  who  was  father 
of  James  S.  Stirling,  now  of  Wilmington.  The  Hollands  lived  in  the  general  store  (E-4  on 
The  Map)  that  stood  at  the  top  of  the  hill  road  from  the  Iron  Bridge  to  the  Nemours  resi¬ 
dence  now  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Simpson  Dean. 
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subject.  I  am  impressed  with  the  genuineness  of  the  work  in  A.1 
O  that  God  may  not  suffer  him  to  go  astray  with  Tractarian  error! 

August  1st.  P.M.  The  Bp.  preached  for  me,  &  I  took  Dr.  Balch’s 
place  at  the  Church  of  the  Ascension. 

August  7th.  The  Capt.  mentioned  a  curious  circumstance — that 
last  Sunday  Alexis  had  said  the  Bp/s  sermon  was  levelled  at  him, 
— that  I  had  preached  at  him  the  Sunday  before,  &  had  now 
brought  the  Bp.  to  do  it.  He  had  proclaimed  the  truth  plainly, 
from  the  text,  “The  Km.  of  heaven  is  not  meat  &  drink,”  &c  but 
there  was  nothing  personal,  &  for  my  part,  I  have  been  studious 
of  giving  no  occasion  of  offence. 

September  41k.  Christ  Ch.  A.M.  Communion.  Alexis  D.  P.  went 
to  Trinity  Ch.  to-day.  The  reason  given  was  that  it  might  be  the 
last  time  of  Mr.  V.  D/s  administering  it,  as  he  is  going  to  leave 
Wilmington. 

September  22d.  Note  from  Mrs.  Bauduy,  asking  me  to  invite 
Rev.  Mr.  V.  D.  to  preach  for  me,  not  that  she  wished  it,  but,  I 
presume,  as  Alexis  wished  it.  To  dispose  of  the  matter  at  once, 
therefore,  I  called  on  the  gentleman  that  afternoon  &  he  is  to 
preach  for  me  next  Sunday. 

October  3d.  Communion.  Alexis  D.  P.  with  Mrs.  Smith  at 
Trinity. 

October  31st.  Number  at  the  Communion  unusually  large, 
though  several  were  kept  away  by  sickness.  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P. 
enabled  to  get  to  church,  first  time  for  a  great  while.  Trust  her 
spirit  was  refreshed  by  it.  Three  new  communicants,  one  by  letter 
from  St.  Paul’s  Philad.  &  two  for  the  first  time.  Richard  Moore, 
a  lad  confirmed  in  Ireland,  and  R.  P.  Williamson,  tutor  in  the 
D.  P.  family.  Thus  God  has  graciously  heard  the  prayers  of  his 
friends.  I  have  strong  hopes  he  will  prove  an  earnest  Xn — if  God 

1  Alexis  I.  du  Pont. 
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please,  a  herald  of  the  cross,  too.  This  will  be  joyful  news  to  his 
family  in  Va.,  as  also  to  Rev.  T.  G.  Allen  who  wrote  me  of  him.  He 
is  a  relative  of  Rp.  Meade. 

(Williamson  returned  to  his  home  in  Va.  and  died  one  year 
after  rejoicing  in  Christ.  His  father  died  of  typhoid  fever  a  few 
weeks  before,  and  he  took  the  disease  while  nursing  him.) 

December  ijth .  Alexis  D.  P.  called.  Was  very  pleasant.  Spoke  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  here,  &  their  complete  subjection  to  the 
Priests,  &  opposition  to  the  Public  schools.  Said  it  had  taught  him 
one  thing,  which  was,  when  vacancies  occurred  among  the  work¬ 
people,  to  give  preference  to  Protestants. 

December  30th.  Mrs.  Bauduy  having  asked  A.1  in  my  absence 
yesterday,  how  many  communicants  we  had  on  the  Register, 
I  was  induced  to  look  over  some  statistics.  There  have  been  15 
additions  since  last  Convention,  making  the  present  no.  39.  Nor 
does  this  exactly  represent  our  strength,  as  I  have  not  included 
7  more  who  constantly  worship  &  commune  with  us,  but  whose 
names  are  in  the  books  of  the  2  town  churches — 4  at  St.  Andrew’s 
&  3  at  Trinity.  This  wd  make  us  rank  as  the  fourth,  if  not  the  3d 
church  in  the  diocese.  For  a  church  whose  existence  dates  only 
from  May  1851,  this  is  encouraging.  Mr.  Elliott  who  sometimes 
comes  to  our  church,  asked  me  if  we  did  not  contemplate  a  new 
church— remarking  that  from  the  numbers  attending,  he  thought 
we  soon  sd.  This  matter,  however,  I  shall  not  be  the  first  to  move 
in — leaving  it  to  the  People  &  such  indications  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  as  will  make  it  only  necessary  for  me  to  follow. 

1853 

January  19th.  Called  at  Alexis  D.  P.’s.  He  spoke  of  the  increase 
of  our  church,  &  said  if  it  continued,  we  should  have  to  build  a 
new  church. — He  said,  “We  are  not  quite  ready  yet,  but  I  hope 
will  be,  before  long.” 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 
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January  29th.  Was  told  at  a  house  I  visited  that  Christ  church 
was  fast  becoming  high  church — that  there  was  an  under  current 
that  wd  prove  too  strong  for  me.  One  thing  which  may  have  given 
this  impression  was  that  in  the  distribution  of  the  bread  after 
Communion  last  Sunday,  Alexis  D.  P.  &  wife,  Mrs.  Smith  “follow¬ 
ing  suit,”  took  it  as  if  receiving  the  Com.  a  second  time. 

February  27th.  The  Bishop’s  visitation  to  be  April  24th.  Mrs. 
Bauduy  proposed  my  having  a  Bible  class  on  Saturday  afternoons 
in  the  mean  time. 

March  12th.  Commenced  Bible  class.  About  30  attended. 
Propose  taking  up  a  series  of  Scripture  Characters,  as  illustrative 
of  certain  doctrinal  truths.  To-day  took  the  first  Adam.  Alexis 
D.  P.  present. 

March  16th.  Heard  to-day  that  Alexis  had  been  elected  Warden 
of  Trinity  Church  in  place  of  Dr.  Heywood,  gone  to  St.  Andrew’s 
since  the  call  of  Mr.  Breck  to  the  Rectorship.  Mr.  W.  Breck  re¬ 
signed  that  A.  might  be  put  in.  We  shall  see  whether  he  will 
continue  to  hold  the  same  dignity  out  here,  or  resign.  Let  me 
“be  careful  for  nothing.” 

March  24th.  Capt.  D.  P.  said  Alexis  seemed  very  happy,  & 
intent  on  doing  good.  He  knew  but  one  thing  to  mar  it — that 
Mr.  V.  D.  had  entered  into  correspondence  with  him. 

March  29th.  Election  for  vestry  yesterday.  Mr.  Lodge  put  in 
place  of  my  brother1  (removed  to  N.  Jersey).  Alexis  spoke  of 
enlarging  the  church,  but  the  Capt.  replied  he  hoped  we  should 
build  before  long.  Am  glad  Mr.  L.  was  elected.  Mrs.  Lodge  in  a 
very  interesting  state  of  mind,  not  far  from  the  Kingdom.  O  that 
God  would  make  them  His ! 

April  6th.  Mrs.  Lee  told  us  of  a  visit  Alexis  D.  P.  had  paid  them. 
The  Bp.  not  at  home;  he  conversed  with  her  in  a  way  to  impress 


1  John  Rodney  Brinckle. 
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her  with  his  earnest  piety.  Spoke  of  a  new  church  here  as  the  only 
relief  from  the  unpleasantness  of  a  Presbyterian  clergyman 
preaching  once  a  month  in  the  house,  &  the  Presbyterian  Cate¬ 
chism  taught  in  S.  school.  Mrs.  Bauduy  teaches  it  to  the  children 
of  that  church.  Mr.  D.P.  remarked  moreover,  that  his  sister  had 
taught  the  Romish  catechism  once,  &  he  presumed  wd  have 
taught  it  still,  if  the  Priest  had  not  taken  away  the  R.  C.  children. 
Mrs.  Bauduy’s  excuse  is  that  the  school  is  an  incorporated  Union 
one,  &  that  the  house  where  we  hold  service  belongs  to  it,  &  that 
the  Presbyterian  clergyman  preached  here  before  any  others  & 
has  done  so  for  30  years.  I  should  say,  too,  that  when  I  came  here, 
Bp.  Lee  advised  me  not  to  interfere  with  him. 

April  Jth.  I  hear  Alexis  has  decided  to  be  confirmed  at  Trinity 
Ch.  His  wife  belongs  to  Trinity,  &  this  is  no  more  than  might  have 
been  expected.  He  is  a  truly  converted  man — his  only  fault  a  too 
great  impulsiveness,  making  him  a  prey  to  designing  persons.  He 
is  very  attentive  in  Church,  &  always  in  his  place,  but  fancying 
my  churchmanship  not  of  the  right  stamp,  we  cannot  walk  to¬ 
gether  perfectly.  At  the  time  of  his  conversion,  when  I  was  the 
only  clergyman  he  saw  or  heard,  I  calculated  on  him  largely. 
This  hope,  God  has  seen  fit  to  disappoint,  doubtless  for  my  good. 

April  gth.  Alexis’  youngest  child  very  ill  with  scarlet  fever. 
Thus  man  proposes,  but  God  disposes.  Mrs.  D.P.  had  expressed 
her  extreme  anxiety  to  be  at  Trinity  church  on  Sunday  next, 
without  mentioning  the  reason — that  her  husband  was  going  to 
be  confirmed. 

April  12th.  Spent  the  entire  day  in  parochial  visiting,  &  dined 
at  Capt.  D.  P.’s.  Much  encouraged  about  the  coming  confirma¬ 
tion.  Conversed  with  the  Capt.  about  his  brother-in-law,  Alexis. 
Many  things  make  us  think  him  right-minded,  with  no  intention 
of  advancing  high-Ch-principles, — seeming  to  be  engaged  heart 
&  soul  in  the  great  work,  yet  there  is  danger  of  his  being  under 
foreign  influence ,  almost  unconsciously.  Heard  a  characteristic 
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anecdote — Roberts,  a  man  of  skeptical  views,  asked  him  “  What’s 
the  best  news?”  He  replied  “That  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the 
world  to  save  sinners.”  It  seems  he  did  not  go  forward  to  Con¬ 
firmation  on  Sunday.  There  were  three  persons  confirmed,  2  of 
them  attend  Bp.  Lee’s  Sunday  school,  their  parents  belonging  to 
Trinity,  and  the  third  is  in  his  Bible  Class. 

April  16th.  Good  attendance  at  Bible  class.  Requested  the 
candidates  for  Confirmation  who  might  be  present  to  remain, 
when  8  remained. 

April  iyth.  27  at  the  Communion — 2  for  the  first  time,  Charles 
Green  &  Mrs.  Lodge.  Made  an  appointment  for  service  next 
Friday  night. 

April  1 8th.  Parochial  visiting.  Had  a  conversation  with  Mrs. 
Bauduy  in  regard  to  the  wine  after  Communion,  her  brother  & 
his  wife  disliking  my  practice  of  not  consuming  it.  Told  her  I 
never  wd  alter  it,  nor  wd  I  invite  persons  up  to  the  chancel, 
thereby  sanctioning  their  practice  of  kneeling — that  I  would  send 
the  plate  round  as  Bp.  Lee  did.  She  spoke  of  her  brother’s  anxiety 
to  harmonize — (in  other  words  to  compromise  high  &  low  church). 
I  told  her  that  so  far  as  principles  were  concerned  duty  was  the 
consideration,  not  policy.  That  I  expected  yet  to  stand  with  her 
brother,  but  not  by  going  over  to  him — that  his  heart  was  right, 
&  that  concessions  wd  throw  him  further  back. 

April  24th.  A  day  to  be  remembered.  31  confirmed  at  St. 
Andrew’s  in  the  morning,  &  14  at  our  church  in  the  afternoon. 
Our  dear  son  Samuel  one  of  them.  How  shall  I  sufficiently  magnify 
the  grace  of  God!  And  for  this  child,  now  in  his  17th  year,  may 
God  keep  him  through  faith  unto  salvation,  &  if  it  please  him, 
make  him  a  Minister  of  Christ.  One  of  the  persons  confirmed  was 
a  colored  man,  Mrs.  Smith’s  coachman.  Alexis  du  Pont  one — 
Through  the  persuasions  of  his  wife  &  her  family  he  had  intended 
going  forward  last  Sunday  at  Trinity,  but  by  a  providential  occur- 
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rence,  the  illness  of  his  child,  he  was  shut  up  to  us  here,  where  he 
was  baptized,  &  where  his  chief  interests  lie.  Capt.  D.  P.  came 
from  N.  Y.  travelling  all  night  to  get  here,  &  arriving  at  4  this 
morning. 

Note  from  Mrs.  D.  P.  soliciting  that  I  should  continue  the 
Bible  class  to  wh  I  acceded. 

April  26th.  Capt.  D.  P.  called.  Spoke  of  a  movement  Alexis  had 
made  in  the  vestry  respecting  the  Parish  Records — that  Alexis 
was  appointed  to  wait  on  me  on  the  subject.  The  purpose  of  it 
seems  to  be  that  A.1  wanted  to  get  the  Register.  The  Capt.  told 
him  he  presumed  it  was  to  be  in  my  charge.  I  asked  the  Capt.  to 
furnish  me  with  a  book  for  the  purpose — that  ruled  &  prepared 
by  Stanford  &  Swords — that  so  far  I  had  the  records  in  my  own 
private  register,  &  had  forborne  to  ask  for  a  book,  as  we  were  in 
our  infancy  &  had  so  many  expenses.  He  said  he  thought  the  time 
had  come  to  take  a  stand  wh  should  separate  us  from  Trinity 
influence.  This  must  be  by  becoming  more  distinctive,  more  an 
independent  church.  I  told  him  this  was  my  view,  but  I  could  see 
no  way  but  by  the  substitution  of  a  morning  service  for  the  after¬ 
noon,  &  that  there  seemed  a  difficulty,  Mrs.  Bauduy’s  S.  school 
being  held  at  that  time.  He  said  he  sd  not  consider  that  a  serious 
difficulty;  that  she  wd  still  have  the  ordinary  time  of  other  S. 
schools,  as  she  did  already,  once  a  month,  and  that  the  school  had 
much  increased.  Said  he  had  done  for  St.  Andrew’s  nearly  all  he 
could  do,  having  seen  it  now  out  of  debt,  he  thought  he  cd  be 
spared  from  there,  to  give  his  whole  strength  here,  but  that  this 
would  constrain  a  similar  movement  all  round,  those  who  really 
belonged  here,  joining  us,  &  others  leaving.  I  told  him  I  should 
regret  its  taking  me  away  from  the  Bishop,  but  I  had  long  seen 
that  without  such  a  movement  we  cd  never  be  fully  a  church,  for 
if  we  had  St.  Andrew’s  people  in  our  vestry,  we  must  have  Trinity, 
hence  the  necessity  of  cutting  loose  altogether.  He  said  St.  A.’s  cd 
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now  afford  to  pay  an  assistant  to  the  Bishop,  &  that  we  were  amid 
shoals  &  breakers,  wh  required  great  skill  in  navigation  to  keep 
clear  of  them.  While  we  use  every  prudent  means,  let  us  remember 
that  God  only  can  give  us  true  success. 

May  1st.  Baptized  three  children,  making  28  since  last  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  2  adults,  Alexis  D.  P.  &  Mrs.  Lodge. 

May  15th.  28  at  the  Communion.  All  who  were  confirmed  came 
forward  but  Mrs.  Smith’s  poor  colored  man,  whose  heart  failed 
him.  Missed  many  to-day,  among  them  Alexis  D.  P.  and  wife, 
who  went  to  Trinity.  25  additions  to  our  Com.  this  year. 

May  25th.  Alexis  du  Pont  &  Richard  Brindley1  were  my  dele¬ 
gates  to  Convention — the  latter  in  place  of  Capt.  D.  P.  Every¬ 
thing  passed  off  well — nothing  to  call  forth  their  party  feeling, 
&  the  impressions  made  on  them  both  were  good,  no  doubt. 

June  yth.  Congregation  very  good.  Alexis  said  we  should  have 
to  enlarge  our  church.  The  Bp.  told  me  this  morning  of  a  conversa¬ 
tion  he  had  with  Alexis  on  the  consumption  of  the  elements  after 
Communion.  Mr.  D.  P.  referred  to  my  mode  of  sending  the  bread 
round  by  a  lay  person,  &  quoted  a  layman  from  Newark  who  said 
he  had  never  seen  such  a  thing.  To  wh.  the  Bp.  replied  that  he 
had,  many  a  time,  &  that  if  uniformity  were  desirable,  it  cd  be 
best  accomplished  by  compliance  with  the  practice  of  their 
Diocesan — that  it  was  a  point  of  principle  with  him  that  there 
should  be  a  difference  between  this  &  the  partaking  at  the  table. 
To  me  the  Bp.  said,  that  he  thought  it  likely  I  would  have  no 
objection  to  calling  the  persons  up  &  distributing  it  myself,  pro¬ 
vided  there  was  an  understanding  that  they  should  not  receive  it 
kneeling.  The  Bp.  said  Alexis  was  particularly  shocked  at  his  sis¬ 
ter’s  (Mrs.  Bauduy)  having  handed  it  to  some  persons  on  one 
occasion,  talking  at  the  same  time.  This  was  some  time  ago  when 

1  A  friend  of  the  Belin  family. 
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we  had  only  one  or  two  male  communicants,  but  now  we  have  no 
such  difficulty.  The  Bp.  said  he  spoke  very  respectfully  of  me. 

June  6th.  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  spoke  of  a  new  church;  not  imme¬ 
diately,  but  prospectively,  &  that  the  place  for  it  was  the  hill 
adjoining  the  family  burial  ground — that  the  only  person  now 
who  wd  object  to  it  was  Henry  D.  P.  and  that  he  might  be  brought 
around.  Said  her  husband  said  wherever  they  did  build,  it  should 
be  a  church. 

June  12th.  Morning  at  Christ  Church.  Catechized — Forty  at 
the  Communion,  two  for  the  first  time,  Mrs.  Alexander  Burns,1 
&  Isaac  Harman  (colored).  In  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Clement  (?)  yester¬ 
day,  she  told  me  that  the  late  incumbent  of  Trinity,  in  all  his  visits 
to  a  poor  sick  man  at  her  house,  in  a  very  distressed  state,  had 
never  once  had  prayer  with  him — that  she  had  told  the  man  she  wd 
like  to  be  present  with  her  family  at  prayer,  but  that  he  said  “You 
need  not  be  afraid  he  will  ever  have  anything  of  that  kind.”  She 
contrasted  this  conduct  with  that  of  the  present  Rector,  (Mr. 
Breck)  who  in  visiting  there,  had  made  an  excellent  extemporane¬ 
ous  prayer. 

September  nth.  Rec’d  a  Parish  Register,  purchased  in  N.  Y.  by 
Capt.  D.  P. 

September  25th.  Baptized  Mrs.  Joseph  Wilson  &  daughter. 
A  Baptist  Minister  had  an  appointment  on  Brandywine  at  yi  past 
1,  &  was  still  preaching  as  I  went  by  to  church.  Two  men  spoke  to 
me  about  coming  to  the  Communion — John  Benson  &  James 
Brown. 

October  2d.  45  at  the  Communion,  8  of  them  new.  A  note  from 
Alexis  D.  P.  saying  the  extreme  illness  of  his  child  wd  prevent  his 
being  at  ch.  &  asking  the  prayers  of  the  congregation.  Suspended 
my  appointments  at  Oak  Hill.  Have  had  them  every  4th  Sunday 
afternoon  since  June  1850. 

1  Wife  of  Aleck  Burns,  coachman  in  the  Alexis  I.  du  Pont  family. 


THE  DIARY 


87 


1853 

October  30th.  Preached  at  Christ  Ch.  A.  M.  &  administered  the 
com.  to  30  persons.  Had  been  about  3  Sundays  at  Gen.  Conven¬ 
tion.  Rejoiced  once  more  to  proclaim  here  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ. 

November  14th.  Conversation  with  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  in  relation 
to  a  new  church.  Said  her  husband  had  some  hope  that  his  brother 
Plenry,  having  gotten  a  fine  house  for  himself,  wd  be  more  dis¬ 
posed  to  withdraw  his  objections  to  granting  the  site  we  wish. 
Said  her  husband  contemplated  doing  something  in  the  Spring. 

December  28th.  Alexis  much  discouraged  by  the  continued  op¬ 
position  of  his  brother  to  the  proposed  site — he  now  begins  to 
think  we  must  content  ourselves  with  the  enlargement  of  the 
house  where  we  are  now.  Be  it  so  if  such  seem  good  to  God,  after 
we  have  done  all  we  can t  Let  me  go  on  in  my  work,  “publicly  & 
from  house  to  house.”  This  last,  I  am  convinced  more  &  more,  is 
not  the  least  part  of  that  work.  I  refer  not  now  to  mere  social 
visiting,  but  to  a  real  Parochial  visit,  where  the  great  object  shall 
be  to  attract  to  Xt — not  expressed  always,  but  like  the  key-note, 
pervading  the  whole.  Without  this  in  our  week-day  walk,  what 
wd  our  Sunday  ministrations  be? 

1854 

January  16th.  Alexis  D.  P.  called.  Said  there  ought  to  be  a 
monthly  meeting  of  the  vestry  to  agitate  the  subject  of  a  new 
church.  Alluded  to  some  complaints  that  Mrs.  Bauduy,  &  not  the 
vestry  had  authority  here.  I  told  him  that  as  she  had  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  sole  authority  before  the  church  was  organized,  she  cd 
scarcely  forego  it  now.  He  spoke  of  his  movement  in  the  Temper¬ 
ance  cause,  &  said  he  had  presented  a  house  to-day  in  wh  100  men 
were  assembled  for  drinking  &  gambling  last  Sunday  night. 

Joseph  Shaw  stopped  me  in  the  road  to  tell  me  he  was  desirous 
of  coming  to  the  communion  on  Sunday  next.  He  lost  a  brother 
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a  year  ago,  whom  I  requested  to  speak  to  him  on  this  great  sub¬ 
ject.  This  voice  from  the  grave  has  had  its  effect,  I  trust,  tho'  not 
at  once  visible.  To  see  sinners  coming  to  Christ  is  my  chief  joy. 
Called  afterwards  to  see  Mrs.  Shaw  &  pressed  home  upon  her  the 
example  of  her  husband. 

January  29th.  Seconded  in  the  pulpit  Alexis'  temperance  move¬ 
ment.  Several  present  who  much  needed  the  admonition. 

February  12th.  Alexis  asked  the  Capt.  &  myself  to  come  over  to 
his  house  after  church,  where  we  discussed  the  matter  of  a  new 
church,  &  resolved  to  have  a  meeting  of  the  vestry  next  week. 
The  indications  seem  favorable  to  H.  D.  P.'s  giving  in — Capt. 
D.P.  seemed  to  think  he  had  great  influence  with  Henry.  Alexis' 
spirit  seemed  delightful.  He  observed  that  this  was  the  best  invest¬ 
ment  of  a  thousand  dollars  that  you  could  make  for  your  children 
— that  the  church  wd  have  to  be  built  by  6  or  7  persons,  but  he  did 
not  wish  it  called  “Du  Pont's  church,"  but  “Christ  Church 
Christiana  Hd."  Told  him  I  wd  answer  for  the  Capt.  that  he  wd  go 
with  him  pari  passu. 

February  16th.  Conversed  with  Mrs.  Bauduy  &  Mrs.  Smith 
about  a  new  Church.  They  seemed  heartily  to  respond  to  the  move¬ 
ment,  only  Mrs.  B.  pleaded  that  it  sd  not  be  an  expensive  one, 
leading  to  debt.  Seemed  delighted  with  her  brother  Alexis  now — 
spoke  of  his  moderation  compared  with  his  former  views,  his 
mind  filled  with  the  great  work  of  trying  to  do  good  to  souls.  His 
wife  told  them  that  he  regretted  he  was  too  old  to  think  of  the 
Ministry.  We  all  said  he  could  not  do  more  good  thus  than  in  his 
present  position. 

March  26th.  Sent  for  to  Charles  D.  P.'s  this  morning.  Left 
Mr.  Lyle  to  go  to  St.  Andrew's  ch.  by  himself.  Five  physicians 
there.  So  extremely  ill  that  I  cd  only  be  with  him  a  few  minutes. 
Seemed  in  a  softened  state,  responding  with  earnestness  in  prayer. 
His  excellent  daughter  had  to  communicate  to  him  last  night  his 
critical  situation.  What  a  duty  for  one  so  weak  in  body!  But  she  is 
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strong  in  spirit.  The  scene  was  a  solemn  one  in  that  chamber 
during  prayer  this  morning.  The  Capt.  &  Alexis  much  overcome., 
especially  on  leaving  the  room.  They  had  feared  he  might  die  & 
give  no  sign.  Romish  influences  had  had  an  injurious  effect  on  him, 
not  to  make  him  such,  but  to  keep  him  back  from  anything  better. 
He  asked  his  wife  last  night  to  kneel  down  &  pray  for  him.  O  that 
God  wd  interpose  by  His  Spirit,  &  make  him  a  Xn,  so  that  if 
spared,  he  might  be  zealous  for  souls,  like  his  cousin.  Went  home 
with  Mrs.  Bauduy  to  see  her  old  housekeeper,  Mrs.  Waterman, 
lying  very  low,  but  sustained  by  a  glorious  hope.  What  a  contrast 
that  chamber  to  the  one  I  visited  in  the  morning.  Rev.  Mr.  Lyle 
preached  for  me  in  the  afternoon.  Full  house,  though  none  of  the 
D.  P.  family  were  there. 

March  28th.  (?)  Note  from  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  in  wh  she  speaks 
of  their  brother  Charles’1  wonderful  recovery  as  an  answer  to 
prayer.  May  he  be  further  given  to  those  prayers. 

April  1st.  Saw  Alexis  D.  P.  He  thinks  the  site  near  Philips’  mill 
better  than  the  one  first  thought  of;  but  that  his  brother  H.  would 
have  the  same  objection — that  this  had  once  been  his  stand,  & 
now  how  different! — giving  hope  that  it  might  be  so  with  H.  Said 
his  sisters  wd  hear  of  no  place  but  the  Cemetery,  wishing  their 
family  burial  ground  embraced  within  the  church  enclosure. 
Alexis  said  he  intended  to  tell  Henry  that  if  every  other  place 
failed,  he  could  have  the  church  in  his  own  garden  (not  a  bad 
situation,  by  the  way).  This  shows  earnestness  certainly. 

April  2d.  Announced  some  extra  services  for  this  week.  Pleased 
to  see  young  Charles  D.  P.2  at  church. 

1  Charles  Iren6e  du  Pont,  brother  of  Capt.  S.  F.  du  Pont,  and  oldest  son  of  Victor  Marie 
du  Pont. 

2  Charles  Iren6e  du  Pont,  Jr.  (1830-1873),  son  of  Charles  I.  du  Pont  and  Dorcas  Mont¬ 
gomery  Van  Dyke  du  Pont.  Married  Mary  Sophie  du  Pont  (1834-1869),  daughter  of 
Alfred  Victor  du  Pont  (1798-1856)  and  Margaretta  Elizabeth  Lammot  du  Pont  (1807- 
1898).  They  lived  at  Rokeby. 
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April  3d.  Long  conversation  with  Capt.  D.  P.  He  seemed  not  to 
like  the  place  near  Philips’  mill.  Had  a  compromise,  as  he  called 
it — site  near  our  present  church — a  piece  of  woods  just  in  front  of 
it — the  very  place  Anna1  remarked  last  Sunday,  (without  knowing 
it  was  thought  of)  she  wd  prefer  to  any  other. 

April  6th.  Visited  8  families.  Much  encouraged  by  what  I  have 
seen  in  regard  to  the  Bp’s  visitation  next  Sunday.  Our  extra 
services  are  now  going  on.  May  God  give  His  blessing.  Bp.  Lee 
preached  for  us  to-night.  Very  good  congregation.  His  text  was, 
“He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me” — a  most  forcible  appeal 
to  those  on  the  imaginary  neutral  ground  to  come  over  to  the 
Lord’s  side.  May  it  decide  some  halters. 

April  8th.  Fourth  &  last  of  our  evening  services.  Mr.  Breck 
preached  from  “Almost  thou  persuadest  me”  &c.  House  full,  this 
being  Saturday,  &  the  men  released  earlier  from  their  work. 
Asked  any  who  wished  to  converse  with  me  on  the  subject  of 
devoting  themselves  to  Christ  to  remain  after  church.  Several 
did  so. 

April  gth.  Visitation  of  the  Bp.  19  confirmed,  5  of  whom  were 
communicants  before.  Every  part  of  the  house  full,  even  the  vestry 
room.  Services  exceedingly  solemn.  The  Bp.’s  text,  “They  were 
called  Xns  first  at  Antioch.” 

April  14th.  Good  Friday.  Evening  service  at  Christ  Ch.,  only 
25  out,  in  consequence  of  the  storm.  Capt.  D.  P.  &  Alexis  among 
them. 

April  16th.  Easter  day.  Snowing  &  blowing  furiously.  Only  one 
day  like  it  last  winter.  Administered  the  communion  to  32  persons. 
Collection  for  China  $52.30.  Not  more  than  60  persons  at  church. 
No  choir  &  no  organ  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Belin’s 
mother2— had  to  raise  the  tunes  myself.  Proceeded  immediately 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 

2  Mary  Alletta  Hedrick  Belin  (1778-1854),  wife  of  Charles  Augustus  Belin. 
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from  church  to  Mr.  Banney’s  (Banning’s?)  funeral.  Buried  at  Old 
Trinity,  first  taken  into  church.  Went  immediately  from  thence  to 
Mr.  Belin’s.  Corpse  taken  into  our  church  &  then  proceeded  to 
Green  Hill,1  leaving  at  5^2  o’clock.  Reached  home  at  half  past  6, 
having  eaten  nothing  since  breakfast.  Alexis  D.P.  rode  with  me 
from  town.  Delighted  with  his  Christian  spirit.  Said  the  Romish 
Priests  had  written  letter  after  letter  to  his  cousin  Charles2  since 
his  recovery,  trying  all  they  could  to  efface  any  impressions  made 
during  his  illness,  in  which  they  are  but  too  successful.  O,  how  do 
such  things  throw  a  doubt  on  cases  of  late  repentance,  of  wh  we  sd 
like  to  indulge  a  hope!  Said  the  Capt.  had  spoken  to  Henry  about 
a  site  for  the  church,  &  H.  had  said  he  wd  talk  with  him  again  on 
the  subject. 

April  19th.  Called  at  Alexis  D.  P.’s.  His  wife  said  he  wanted 
something  very  elegant  as  a  church.  I  discovered  too,  wh  alarmed 
me,  that  he  proposed  to  create  stock  in  part; — in  other  words,  to 
leave  a  debt.  He  will  stand  alone  in  such  an  idea. 

(While  on  church  matters,  I  wd  mention  that  Mr.  Clemson 
told  me  he  saw  Bp.  J.  H.  Hopkins,  after  Communion,  send  round 
the  bread  &  wine  by  some  of  the  laity,  the  people  remaining  in 
their  seats.  This  is  Bp.  Lee’s  practice,  &  mine  formerly,  until  by 
a  sort  of  tacit  compromise,  I  gave  it  up  in  consideration  of  Alexis 
giving  up  the  kneeling  posture.  This  he  did  once,  &  I  never  would 
hand  the  plate  to  him  again  till  he  gave  it  up.  I  regarded  it  as  in¬ 
volving  a  principle.  Both  the  Bp.  &  myself,  pour  back  the  remain¬ 
ing  wine  for  the  next  communion.  This  practice  is  becoming  more 
&  more  prevalent,  Bp.  Wainwright  following  it,  as  he  told  Bp.  Lee. 
I  recollect  when  I  stood  almost  alone  in  it.) 

April  23rd.  Capt.  D.P.  told  me  that  Henry  was  exceedingly 
unwilling  to  give  us  either  of  the  two  sites  proposed,  &  that  he  had 

1  Green  Hill,  now  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  cemetery  west  of  Wilmington.  See 
previous  references  under  dates  of  November  io,  1850  and  March  26,  1852. 

2  Charles  Irenee  du  Pont,  son  of  Victor  Marie  du  Pont. 
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said  we  ought  to  tear  down  the  school-house  &  build  there.  The 
Capt.  said  that  belonged  to  the  Directress  in  right  of  more  than 
21  years'  possession,  &  that  besides,  we  were  not  going  to  put  our 
church  in  a  hole.  Another  site  has  been  talked  of — the  hill  behind 
our  present  building.  The  Capt.  told  me  with  great  satisfaction 
of  Mr.  Belin's  great  interest  in  the  project,  &  that  he  wd  give  $100. 
He  has  suggested  Upjohn  to  give  them  a  plan.  This  had  the  hearty 
concurrence  of  the  Capt. — only  he  must  see  Upjohn,  &  give  him 
his  cue — letting  him  know  we  did  not  want  crosses,  etc.  Alexis  had 
said  he  wd  leave  everything  relating  to  the  style  of  the  building  to 
the  Capt.,  reserving  to  himself  only  the  executive  part.  I  urged 
the  Capt.  to  push  the  matter  &  have  it  decided  this  week,  so  that 
we  might  go  to  work  at  once.  The  two  started  off  together  in  the 
direction  of  Henry's,  when  I  left  them,  as  if  intending  a  final 
attack.  The  Lord  speed  them. 

April  25th.  Parochial  visits.  Called  at  Capt.  D.P.'s.  He  gave 
me  an  account  of  the  visit  to  Henry.  Said  it  was  a  victory,  but  such 
a  one  as  he  should  not  often  wish  to  have.  In  the  midst  of  the  ac¬ 
count  Alexis  came  in,  &  in  about  15  or  20  minutes  who  should 
come  in  but  Henry.  Conversing  a  while  on  general  subjects, 

I  left  &  Alexis  followed.  Found  he  was  ambitious  of  a  fine  church, 
&  contemplated  only  raising  half  the  cost,  liquidating  at  the  rate  • 
of  200  or  300  dollars  a  year — that  thus,  as  he  expressed  it,  pos¬ 
terity  sh  aid  in  it.  I  dissented,  saying  it  wd  be  better  to  have  a  ch. 
within  our  means,  &  as  the  means  increased  to  make  additions. 
He  asked  me  whether  it  was  so,  as  Mr.  Belin  had  told  him,  that 
Bp.  Lee  wd  not  consecrate  a  church  in  debt.  Told  him  it  was.  In 
calling  on  Mrs.  Bauduy  afterwards,  begged  her  to  restrain  him, 
that  we  might  not  have  a  dollar  of  debt.  I  was  glad  to  hear  them 
say  the  subscription  wd  be  very  general,  giving  all  our  people  the 
opportunity  of  helping,  however  small  the  contributions,  & 
thereby  enlisting  their  interests.  Much  to  my  satisfaction  the 
place  fixed  on  is  that  of  all  others  most  suitable,  being  the  most 
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central,  very  accessible,  &  near  our  present  house,  which  will 
serve  for  S.  school  &c.  Poor  Henry  fretted  like  a  bull  in  a  net, 
Alexis  told  me, — he  said  they  must  not  do  anything  in  the  matter 
till  he  cd  devise  some  plan  by  wh  his  name  should  not  appear  in 
the  transfer.  Alexis,  Capt.  D.P.  Mrs.  Bauduy  &  Mrs.  Smith  will 
give  $1000  each,  and  they  think,  from  all  sources  on  the  place 
$1000  more  might  be  raised.  The  question  was,  whether  $3000 
more  cd  be  raised  elsewhere.  I  told  the  Capt.  that  I  had  not  spoken 
to  my  brother  on  the  subject — that  when  a  ch.  was  talked  of  some 
years  ago,  he  had  said  he  wd  be  one  of  seven  to  build  it,  but  that 
he  had  since  gone  into  cotton  manufacturing,  wh  had  locked  up 
his  capital,  &  caused  him  to  remove  to  N.  Jersey — that  I  cd  not 
tell  now,  what  he  wd  do. 

May  15th.  Letter  from  Alexis  containing  a  subscription  paper, 
(just  started)  &  asking  me  to  try  &  get  something  on  it  in  Philad. 
Names  as  follows,  “Mrs.  V.  E.  Bauduy  $ 1000 ,  Mrs.  T.  M.  K. 
Smith  $1000,  Alexis  D.  P.  $ 1000 ,  Capt.  D.  P.  $500,  Mrs.  S.  F.  D.  P. 
$500,  Mrs.  Charles  I.  D.P.1  $300,  Miss  Mary  V.  D.  P.2  $200, 
Henry  Belin  $100;  Total  $4600.  Subscribed  $100  myself. 

May  iyth.  Mrs.  Brinckle’s  sisters  subscribed  $25.  Made  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  get  something  from  several  friends  in  the  city,  Messrs. 
Welch,  Bohlen,  Ashurst  &  Powers,  but  they  all  said  they  had  so  much 
to  do,  wh  indeed  I  know,  &  should  not  have  asked  them,  but  for 
Alexis’  request.  I  see  now  we  must  build  the  church  ourselves. 

May  1 8th,  Glad  to  hear  they  have  commenced  blasting  the 
stone  for  our  new  church. 

May  2jd.  Heard  that  Alexis  had  $200  more  subscribed  since 
I  returned  the  paper. 

May  28th.  He  is  delighted  with  his  success,  finding  the  people 
everywhere  responding  nobly. 

1  Ann  Ridgely  du  Pont. 

2  Mary  Van  Dyke  du  Pont. 
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May  31st.  Convention  at  Trinity  Ch.  During  the  first  lesson  of 
morning  service  there  was  an  awful  explosion,  shaking  the  church 
to  its  foundation.  It  proved  to  have  been  that  of  3  powder  wagons 
in  front  of  the  Bp/s  house.  5  persons  killed,  &  several  injured. 
The  house  so  shattered,  it  will  have  to  be  taken  down.  Capt. 
du  Pont,  riding  near,  narrowly  escaped. 

June  4th.  Glad  to  see  Charles  D.  P.  at  church,  &  cd  not  but  feel 
an  earnest  solicitude  for  him.  All  the  D.  P.  family  seemed 
saddened  by  the  late  disaster  (of  the  wagons).  I  did  not  refer 
to  it  in  my  sermon,  only  impressing  with  all  earnestness,  our 
great  personal  work  of  reconciliation  with  God  in  Christ.  I 
felt  most  solemnly,  &  trust  God  may  have  been  pleased  to  speak 
through  me  to  some. 

June  yth.  Miss  Mary  D.  P.1  told  me  her  brother  Charles2  is  going 
to  settle  in  Louisville,  Ky. — to  leave  next  week.  Asked  me  if  I 
knew  any  clergyman  there  to  whom  I  could  commend  him — one 
free  from  Tractarianism.  On  referring  to  Swords’  Almanac,  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Denison  has  lately  been  called  there. 
To  him  therefore,  I  wrote,  commending  him  to  his  earnest  atten¬ 
tion,  telling  him  that  if  God  should  make  him  the  instrument  of 
good  to  my  young  friend,  he  would  lay  us  all  under  unspeakable 
obligations.  Wrote  also  a  letter  of  introduction  wh  I  shall 
give  to  Charles.  Mr.  Denison  is  the  son  in  law  of  Ex.  Pres. 
Tyler,  &  was  at  one  time  ass’t  to  Dr.  Stone,  and  also  ag’t  for 
the  Bible  Society.  Hence  I  thought  I  had  pretty  good  guarantee  of 
his  Evangelicism. 

June  nth .  Administered  the  Com.  to  43  persons,  three  of  them 
new.  Rejoiced  to  see  Mr.  Belin  come  forward, — seeming  to  be 
baptized  for  the  dead,  coming  in  place  of  his  aged  mother,  taken 
a  short  time  ago,  into  the  Church  triumphant.  May  God  make  him 
a  burning  &  shining  light. 

1  Mary  Van  Dyke  du  Pont. 

i  Charles  Irenee  du  Pont,  Jr. 
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June  23th .  Capt.  D.  P.  told  me  he  had  applied  to  Richard 
Gilpin1  of  Philad.  for  a  plan  for  our  church — of  a  size  to  seat  250 
or  300.  This  Alexis  thought  wd  be  too  small.  The  Capt.  said  at  any 
time  it  proved  so,  it  cd  be  enlarged  by  adding  a  transept,  in  wh 
I  agreed  with  him,  as  there  is  nothing  more  disheartening 
than  a  few  people  in  a  large  ch.  The  Capt.  asked  if  I  had  any 
objection  to  the  chancel  being  in  a  recess  back  of  the  pulpit — 
told  him  none — only  to  keep  away  the  solid  altar.  He  said 
Gilpin  was  a  low  churchman,  but  that  architects  were  generally 
governed  by  taste. 

July  3th.  Mrs.  Smith  mentioned  that  she  &  Alexis  had  counted 
50  families  belonging  to  our  church.  This  did  not  include  individ¬ 
uals,  &  there  are  80  contributors,  that  is,  persons  who  subscribe 
towards  the  support  of  worship.  The  Romanists  here  are  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  be  outdone  by  us,  &  have  projected  a  spire  on  their 
church.  Have  assessed  their  people  $10  each. 

July  9th.  Capt.  D.  P.  showed  me  the  plan  of  our  church. 
Estimated  to  cost  $6ooo.2  We  have  now  within  a  fraction  of  the 
required  sum.  After  wh  we  must  raise  more  to  furnish  it.  Alexis 
told  me  that  on  account  of  his  brother’s  opposition,  it  wd  be  in¬ 
expedient  to  have  a  formal  laying  of  the  corner  stone  by  the  Bp. 
But  that  there  must  be  a  right  of  way  clearly  granted  for  all 
future  time. 

July  28th.  Called  at  H.  D.  P.’s  &  for  a  rarity,  found  him  at 
home.  He  seemed  disposed  to  sit  &  talk  with  me  all  the  time.  Could 
not  but  think  of  his  sister’s  wish  that  I  cd  see  him  oftener,  that 
from  personal  interest  in  me,  he  might,  by  God’s  blessing,  be 
attracted  to  the  same  blessed  hope.  Thought  of  this  again  &  again 
while  conversing  on  apparently  indifferent  subjects,  with  an 

1  Well  known  Philadelphia  architect  and  engineer,  and  intimate  friend  of  the  Du  Pont 
family. 

2  Final  cost  was  $23,000.  See  entry  of  June  29,  1858. 
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earnest  desire  to  win  him  to  the  Saviour.  Lord,  thou  canst  work 
by  the  feeblest  instrumentality.  Be  pleased  to  work  through  me. 

Called  at  a  house  where  I  saw  an  infant,  &  asked  if  it  had  been 
baptized.  The  mother  said,  Yes,  she  had  taken  it  to  Trinity  where 
all  the  others  had  been  baptized. — that  she  had  certificates  of  all 
but  this,  &  that  Mr.  Breck  was  going  to  send  to  Baltimore  for  one. 
She  intends  to  have  them  framed.  These  certificates  were  intro¬ 
duced  by  Mr.  V.  D.  &  are  surmounted  by  a  cross,  &  are  of  Romish 
spirit,  claiming  for  the  Ministry  of  Apostolic  succession  (meaning 
Episcopal)  the  exclusive  right  to  administer  the  sacrament. 

July  29th.  Letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Denison  in  reply  to  mine  com¬ 
mending  C.  I.  D.  P.  Jr.  to  his  attention.  His  letter  is  exceedingly 
kind,  but  what  I  feared  is  likely  to  come  about — his  falling  into 
the  hands  of  Dr.  Craik.  He  invited  him  to  his  house  on  the  4th 
where  he  met  some  attractive  young  ladies,  &c.  So  writes  Mr.  D. 
who  seems  very  much  pleased  with  Charles,  remarking  that  “he 
possesses  intelligence,  modesty  &  sensibility, — qualities  not  very 
common  in  young  men  in  our  times.” 

August  9th.  Saw  them  digging  the  cellar  of  the  church. 

September  jd.  Sent  for  in  haste  to  baptize  the  child  of  Henry 
D.  P. — but  found  that  its  spirit  had  already  departed.  Found  the 
parents  and  their  eldest  son  in  a  room  by  themselves,  deeply 
affected  by  this  first  break  in  their  circle.  Had  prayer  with  them 
at  the  request  of  Mrs.  D.  P.  On  leaving,  her  husband  thanked  me 
for  my  visit.  O  that  God  wd  overrule  this  dispensation  to  his  good! 
Many  prayers  will  be  offered  for  this  by  his  pious  relatives.  Greater 
things  than  his  conversion  have  happened.  Lord,  increase  our 
faith!  Several  years  ago  I  baptized  five  of  their  children. 

September  4th.  Attended  the  funeral.  Henry  D.  P.  walked  with 
me  from  the  grave,  &  seemed  much  affected,  &  was  very  kind  in 
his  manner.  Saw  Mrs.  Bauduy,  who  spoke  of  their  prayerful  anxi¬ 
ety  for  him. 
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September  19th.  Called  at  our  new  church.  They  are  making  the 
foundation  very  strong.  Alexis  has  attended  to  my  suggestion  that 
the  walls  should  be  lined  with  lath  before  plastering.  As  the 
architect  had  not  made  allowance  for  it,  he  directed  the  mason  to 
make  it  a  little  larger  than  the  plan.  Observed  that  Mr.  Conly  was 
very  careful  to  lay  all  the  handsome  blue  stones  by  to  be  used 
outside. 

October  5th.  Alexis  has  subscribed  for  the  N.  Y.  Churchman, 
after  giving  up  the  “Banner  of  the  Cross”  some  18  months  ago, 
&  telling  me  he  read  nothing  now  but  the  “Parish  Visitor.” 

December  10th.  Heard  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  G.  W.  Lodge.  This 
makes  the  third  person  removed  by  death  of  those  confirmed  last 
Spring.  All,  we  trust,  are  safely  garnered,  to  be  found  when  the 
Saviour  comes  to  be  glorified  in  his  saints.  It  is  singular  that  they 
had  all  removed  from  here  before  they  were  taken.  Robt.  Page 
Williamson,  &  Isaac  Harman,  a  colored  servant  of  Mrs.  Smith  are 
the  other  two. 


1855  *  1858 
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April  4th .  Young  Charles  D.  P.1  who  is  on  a  visit  to  his  family, 
gave  $50  to  Alexis  for  our  church. 

April  22nd .  Quite  shocked  to-day  to  find  that  one  of  the  walls 
of  our  new  ch.  had  sprung,  &  wd  have  to  come  down,  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  season  when  it  was  built,  the  mortar  freezing.  They 
have  not  commenced  working  yet. 

April  23d.  First  of  our  extra  services.  The  Bp.  preached  a  very 
striking  sermon  from  the  text,  “Ye  are  bought  with  a  price.” 
Much  apparent  solemnity  in  the  congregation. 

May  2d.  Spent  the  whole  day  out,  not  stopping  for  dinner. 
Paid  20  visits  &  had  prayer  at  ten  places.  There  are  12  intending 

1  Charles  I.  du  Pont,  Jr. 
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to  come  forward  to  Confirmation.  Should  have  had  more,  if  I  had 
not  discouraged  some  who  seemed  not  to  comprehend  the  solem¬ 
nity  of  the  engagement. 

May  6th.  Visitation  of  the  Bp.  The  Church  fuller  than  I  had 
ever  seen  it.  Bp/s  text  from  Nehemiah,  “I  am  doing  a  great  work, 
so  that  I  cannot  come.”  16  confirmed. 

May  1 2th.  The  Fair  for  raising  money  to  purchase  our  organ, 
closed  in  Wilmington  last  night.  The  sales  amounted  to  $500. 
Everything  was  so  conducted  as  to  cause  no  unpleasant  reflections 
afterwards — nothing  done  that  as  Christians  we  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of. 

May  13th.  Catechised,  &  administered  the  Communion  to  63, 
sixteen  of  whom  were  new.  Largest  morning  congregation  we  have 
ever  had.  Felt  particularly  drawn  out  to  them.  I  expect  to  report 
to  Convention  this  month  80  communicants,  23  of  whom  were 
added  this  year.  This  places  us  the  third  church  in  the  diocese. 
It  is  not  quite  4  years  since  its  admission  to  Convention,  &  not 
seven  since  I  commenced  my  labors  here.  Our  new  church  is  to  be 
completed  this  Fall. 

June  1st.  Have  paid  out  for  materials  &  work  thus  far,  $5341, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $2429.  For  our  organ  we  cleared  by  the 
Fair  $540. 

June  5th.  Paid  a  second  instalment  of  my  subscription,  making 
$50.  Alexis  D.  P.  has  given  another  $1000,  &  will  also  be  at 
charges  for  the  loss  sustained  by  the  wall  having  to  be  taken  down 
— about  $200. 

June  6th.  Saw  Mr.  Conly,  working  at  the  church.  He  told  me  he 
wd  be  at  the  expense  of  the  wall  on  one  side,  amounting  to  $35. 
The  other  side  amounted  to  $175. 

June  10th.  51  at  the  Communion,  4  for  the  first  time,  among 
whom  was  Miss  Mary  du  Pont,  whose  health  has  been  such  that 
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she  had  never  been  at  our  church  since  its  organization.  Mrs. 
Smith  noticed  that  all  the  communicants  of  their  family  met  on 
this  occasion. 

July  24th.  Visited  the  church.  They  are  first  boarding  the  floor 
along  the  lower  edges  of  the  joists — then  plaster  on  the  top  of 
that,  an  inch  thick, — then  saw-dust  filled  in  to  the  top  of  the 
joists,  and  then  floored.  The  object  is  greater  facility  of  warming. 
Mrs.  Bauduy  has  given  another  $500.  Mr.  Kirkham1  has  been  here 
from  Philad.  &  subscribed  $100.  Mr.  Belin  says  we  shall  need  to 
raise  $6000  more,  as  the  church  is  going  to  overrun  the  estimates. 

August  1st .  Heard  to-day  what  I  never  knew  before,  that  Alfred 
D.P.  was  violently  opposed  to  the  building  of  our  church,  so  that 
he  wd  scarcely  speak  to  his  sisters — leaving  the  room  when  they 
came  to  his  house, — now,  however,  he  has  gotten  over  it.  This 
opposition  was  not  shared  by  his  wife.  She  is  kindly  disposed,  & 
aided  very  much  in  our  Fair.  Capt.  D.P.  spoke  to  me  of  an  article 
in  the  “Banner”  by  Dr.  Coleman,  on  our  new  church,  in  wh  the 
credit  of  its  erection  is  given  to  the  D.P.  family.  He  remarked  that 
such  a  representation  was  unjust  to  others  who  had  given  as  much 
in  proportion,  besides  wh,  spoken  in  a  general  way,  this  was  not 
true — some  of  the  family  not  only  giving  nothing,  but  being  much 
opposed  to  it.  He  said  it  ought  to  be  contradicted  by  one  of  their 
family.  It  was  a  foolish,  fulsome  piece,  speaking  of  “the  pious  & 
eminent  D.P.  family.”  No  notice  was  taken  of  my  connection 
with  the  church, — my  policies  not  being  of  the  right  stamp!  Mrs. 
Alexis  D.P.  mentioned  that  her  husband  had  invested  the  organ 
fund  in  a  note  of  $1000,  saying  he  wd  give  the  balance  between 
that  sum  &  what  had  been  raised. 

August  17th.  Heard  that  Rev.  Mr.  Breck  &  Alexis  D.  P.  have 
organized  a  church  in  Brandywine  village. 

1  George  H.  Kirkham,  brother  of  Charles  Kirkham,  a  college  friend  of  Alexis.  The  gift 
was  undoubtedly  in  memory  of  Charles  Kirkham  who  died  in  1848. 
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November  8th.  Called  at  Alexis  D.  P.’s.  He  says,  from  present 
appearances  there  will  be  a  debt  on  the  church  of  $5000 — the  cost 
of  it  being  $  15,000.  He  has  given  already  $3000,  and  if  the  other 
contributors  of  his  family  would  do  as  well,  it  would  be  extin¬ 
guished.  I  suppose  they  will  say  it  was  through  him  that  there  was 
any  debt.  They  were  going  to  stop  short  at  the  stone  work  of  the 
spire,  but  Alexis  shouldered  the  expense  of  completing  it,  $ 700 . 

November  10th.  Our  spire  was  safely  elevated  to  its  place.  Its 
weight  is  5  tons.  The  only  accident  was  knocking  down  the  chim¬ 
ney  &  a  few  stones  of  the  gable. 

November  ijth.  Mrs.  Sophie  D.  P.1  I  am  glad  to  find,  is  by  no 
means  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  having  the  chancel  according 
to  the  present  arrangement.  At  this  point  of  my  writing  felt  so 
roused  that  I  started  up,  late  as  it  was,  &  walked  over  to  the 
church  to  see  what  are  the  difficulties.  Meeting  the  carpenter,  I 
took  him  to  the  church,  &  had  a  long  conversation  with  him,  & 
various  measurements.  Found  that  Alexis  had  introduced  more 
pews  than  the  Architect  contemplated,  making  them  narrower,  & 
pushing  them  further  up.  This  last,  perhaps,  to  prevent  any  other 
arrangement  of  the  chancel.  Saw  Mr.  Belin,  &  told  him  Alexis 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  Tractarianize  the  chancel.  Promised 
to  do  what  he  could,  should  a  meeting  of  the  building  committee 
be  called;  that  he  &  Capt.  D.  P.  going  against  it,  Alexis  wd  stand 
alone. 

t 

November  15.  At  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.'s  request,  wrote  to  her 
husband  in  Washington;  pressed  him  to  allow  of  no  compromise 
in  the  matter — nothing  short  of  the  reduction  of  the  “high  altar” 
to  the  level  of  the  platform,  &  the  chancel  rail  to  the  extreme  edge 
of  the  latter.  I  said  it  might  be  providential  that  the  contest  came 
thus  early,  as  it  wd  be  a  decision  once  for  all — but  allowing  this 
to  pass,  he  might  be  assured  of  further  aggression,  the  great 

1  Sophie  Madeleine  du  Pont,  daughter  of  Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont  and  wife  of  Admiral 
Samuel  Francis  du  Pont. 
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principle  of  Puseyism  being  development.  Mrs.  D.  P.  spoke  of  the 
Sunday  school, — that  Mrs.  Bauduy  intended  giving  it  up  when  the 
church  was  completed;  that  her  brother  Alexis,  wishing  to  go 
sometimes  to  Trinity,  would  not  want  to  be  Superintendent,  which 
she  thought  it  well  he  should  not,  on  acc’t  of  his  high  church 
principles; — that  she  should  object,  &  her  sisters  also,  to  Mr. 
Belin.  She  proposed  to  meet  the  difficulty  by  my  nominal  superin¬ 
tendency,  as  was  sometimes  done  by  the  clergyman,  and  Anna1  to 
act  under  me.  She  threw  out  this  for  my  consideration.  Thus  I  see 
difficulties  before  me.  May  the  Lord  give  me  wisdom  &  strength 
for  the  day. 

November  21st.  Note  from  Alexis  saying  the  Capt.  had  told  him 
I  objected  to  the  chancel  arrangement  as  too  small — that  if  it  was 
a  serious  inconvenience,  he  was  willing  to  enlarge  the  chancel  as 
far  as  the  vestry-room  door,  the  utmost  that  cd  be  done,  con¬ 
sistently  with  the  architectural  design — wishes  to  see  me,  &  talk 
over  the  subject,  as  he  is  confined  by  an  injured  limb.  The  letter 
was  very  courteous  in  manner,  but  resolute  in  the  thing.  But  it 
occurred  to  me  that  the  Capt.  had  already  presented  his  ulti¬ 
matum — that  the  chancel  must  extend  fully  out  to  the  extremity 
of  the  recess  platform,  &  that  Alexis,  or  rather  his  wife,  (the  power 
behind  the  throne)  wanted  to  see  if  he  could  not  obtain  better 
terms  of  me.  I  resolved  therefore,  instead  of  going  to  him,  to  wait. 

November  22d.  Note  from  Mrs.  Sophie  D.  P.  written  the  same 
day  Alexis  wrote,  in  wh  she  says  Alexis  had  given  the  whole  matter 
up  into  the  Capt’s  hands,  to  do  as  I  thought  best.  Strange  that 
he  should  write  me  after  that.  Before  receiving  this  I  had  written 
to  Alexis  in  a  kind  spirit,  but  declining  concurrence  in  his  proposal, 
&  glancing  at  the  Tractarian  showing  of  his  arrangement. 

November  23d.  A  tremendous  letter  from  Alexis — long,  &  of  most 
explosive  character.  Accuses  me  of  making  divisions,  &  of  aiming 

1  Oldest  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckl6. 
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particularly  at  him.  Says  that  when  there  is  a  difference  in  the 
building  com.  the  proper  way  is  to  refer  it  to  the  Vestry.  Speaks 
very  contemptuously  of  a  thoroughfare  chancel,  &  talks  of  throw¬ 
ing  up  his  office,  &c  ...  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  in  his  cooler 
moments,  he  will  be  ashamed  of  his  conduct.  To  this  insulting 
letter  I  shall  of  course  make  no  reply.  Having  kept  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  him,  I  sent  the  correspondence  to  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  She 
replied  in  a  very  kind  note,  saying  she  knew  this  wd  come  sooner 
or  later,  &  that  in  Alexis  words,  there  must  be  a  “division”  unless 
we  wd  see  every  novelty  quietly  established. 

November  23d ,  Continued.  Said  that  while  Alexis  appeared  to 
yield  when  the  Capt.  saw  him,  there  was  one  present  who  did  not, 
&  would  not.  That  the  Capt.  &  Mr.  Belin  had  met  at  the  church, 
&  that  orders  had  been  given  the  carpenter  not  to  go  on  till  Capt. 
D.  P/s  return,  wh  wd  be  to-morrow.  The  Lord  give  us  grace  to 
remember  that  “The  servant  of  the  Lord  must  not  strive.”  Into 
His  hands  I  commit  my  cause. 

November  23th.  A  note  from  Mrs.  Sophie  D.  P.  wh  leads  me  to 
think  there  is  some  compromise  in  the  wind.  Let  it  be  as  it  will, 
I  am  free  from  the  responsibility. 

November  26th.  A  satisfactory  visit  from  Capt.  D.  P.  He  says 
that  when  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  proposed  a  reference  to  the  vestry, 
her  husband  told  her  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  it  was  the 
business  of  the  building  Com.  Yet  he  afterwards  turned  round  dis¬ 
claimed  belonging  to  this  church,  his  belonging  being  at  Trinity 
Ch.  Wilmington.  The  Capt.  said  he  hoped  he  wd  go  altogether  as 
he  had  threatened.  He  spoke  to  the  Capt.  of  having  put  up  the 
spire;  that  it  was  not  as  he  wd  have  had  it,  but  that  he  respected 
the  wishes  of  others — meaning,  he  wd  have  liked  a  cross  on  the  top. 
Which,  by  the  way,  he  wd  not  have  ventured  to  do,  knowing  the 
state  of  Protestant  feeling  among  our  people.  The  Capt.  showed 
me  a  plan  for  the  chancel  drawn  by  Hugh  Stirling  which  went  up 
to  the  door  of  the  vestry  room  &  retreated  a  little,  so  as  to  allow 
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a  space  between  the  rail  &  the  door.  He  said  Mr.  Belin  had  also 
given  a  plan  wh  had  the  rail  straight  across,  a  little  further  out. 
This  came  nearest  to  what  I  wished.  They  are  to  meet  this  after¬ 
noon  on  the  subject.  The  Capt.  said  he  should  tell  Alexis  that  this 
church  was  Evangelical  in  its  inception  &  throughout.  A  note  to 
Anna  from  Mrs.  Sophie  D.  P.  says  her  niece.  Miss  Mary  D.  P. 
advises  a  compromise,  or  yielding  altogether;  as  we  had  not  inter¬ 
fered  sooner,  Alexis  wd  have  the  advantage  before  the  congrega¬ 
tion. 

December  1st.  A  note  from  Mrs.  D.  P.  in  wh  she  says  the  Capt. 
had  referred  the  question  of  the  chancel  to  the  Bp.  as  umpire,  & 
that  he  had  suggested  an  elliptical  shape,  not  that  he  attached  any 
weight  to  Alexis’  objection  to  having  the  door  inside  the  rail,  but 
as  it  was  more  convenient.  Alexis’  plan  made  the  chancel  so  small 
that  you  could  scarcely  turn  round  in  it.  Presuming  there  will  be  a 
settlement  on  the  Bp’s  plan,  it  may  be  asked  what  we  have  gained 
by  all  this  outbreak.  This,  at  least,  that  by  my  earnest  protest, 
Alexis  &  his  wife  may  take  care  how  they  introduce  anything 
further  of  that  kind,  and  also,  that  they  have  had  to  give  up  a 
cherished  idea,  a  perched  up  altar,  in  a  chancel  little  larger  than 
its-self,  wh  was  the  first  thing  that  alarmed  me. 

December  15th.  Mrs.  E.  D.  Smith1  consulted  me  in  relation  to  a 
cover  for  the  communion  table  which  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.’s  brother, 
Dr.  Frank  Smith2  of  Philad.  had  intended  giving  to  our  church. 
Since  the  difficulty  about  the  chancel  she  had  come  to  Mrs.  Smith 
to  use  her  influence  about  it.  Finding  it  was  to  be  a  crimson  cloth 
with  she  knew  not  what  upon  it,  Mrs.  Smith  had  consulted  the  Bp. 
He  asked  why  she  had  not  communicated  the  matter  to  me,  wh 
alarmed  her  again  lest  she  had  treated  me  with  disrespect.  The 
Bp.  told  her  that  while  he  should  object  most  pointedly  to  any¬ 
thing  upon  the  cloth,  (meaning  crosses  &c)  and  would  prefer  no 

1  Eleuthera  du  Pont  Smith,  widow  of  Dr.  Thomas  Mackie  Smith. 

2  Francis  Gurney  Smith,  Jr.,  M.D.,  (1818-1889),  Joanna’s  brother. 
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cover  at  all,  he  wd  not  make  a  principle  of  the  latter.  She  was  in 
deep  distress  &  anxiety,  with  many  tears,  telling  me  of  her  sleep¬ 
less  nights,  &  of  her  position  in  regard  to  her  late  husband's 
family,  their  high-church  notions,  violent  tempers,  &c.  I  pitied  her 
deeply  &  felt  indignant  with  those  who  had  brought  so  much 
trouble  on  one  so  gentle  and  loving.  Told  her  I  coincided  with  the 
Bp.  about  the  cloth,  but  it  might  seem  ungracious  to  refuse  it,  and 
many  Evangelical  churches  had  it  (though  this  was  done  before 
circumstances  made  it  significant).  I  protested,  however,  against 
the  cross  &  monogram.  Told  her  in  fine  to  consult  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Sophie,  in  whose  judgement  she  might  confide.  I  am  convinced 
that  the  stand  taken  about  the  chancel  has  done  good. 
The  solid  altar  is  softened  down  into  a  table,  to  be  made  on 
Brandywine.  Again,  the  baptismal  font  presented  by  Mrs. 
Alexis  D.  P.  had  a  cross  on  it,  which  they  have  quietly  taken 
off,  in  anticipation  of  objections.  One  thing  I  learnt  to-day  is  that 
the  Smiths  look  upon  this  church  as  a  Memorial  to  Dr.  Smith. 
Singular  enough,  when  the  poor  Dr.  opposed  it  in  every  stage, 
declining  all  connection  with  it  because  his  conscience-keeper  Mr. 
V.  D.  so  counselled  him. 

December  iyth.  A  long  letter  from  Alexis,  quite  pacific  &  respect¬ 
ful,  saying  Mrs.  Smith  had  told  him  of  my  objection  to  the  cross 
on  the  cloth.  Wants  to  know  my  judgement  respecting  a  combina¬ 
tion  which  is  without  the  usual  symbol — that  if  the  glory  (wh  was 
to  surround  a  cross)  is  not  already  worked  it  can  be  any  way  I 
choose,  but  if  this  is  worked,  it  wd  be  difficult  to  alter,  except  that 
anything  I  objected  to  in  the  center  cd  be  removed,  &  the  simple 
one  he  proposes  substituted.  Says,  “Setting  aside  my  own  feelings, 
I  am  actuated  in  my  efforts  to  make  the  offering  less  objectionable, 
by  my  unwillingness  to  wound  those  of  my  brother,  who  with  the 
purest  motives,  destined  his  gift  as  a  memorial  of  the  one  whose 
loss  to  us  can  never  be  repaired,  but  whose  highest  earthly  bliss 
wd  have  been  to  see  the  erection  of  this  church.”  Closes  with  the 
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earnest  desire  that  “the  peace  wh  passeth  understanding”  may  be 
vouch-safed  us.  The  design  is  thus — 


December  20th.  Mrs.  Sophie  D.  P.  said  her  brother  Alexis  could 
threaten  &  wheedle  by  turns — that  Dr.  F.  G.  Smith  was  not  a 
very  high  churchman,  &  wd  have  made  no  difficulty  about  the 
table  cover.  She  said  Miss  Mary  D.  P.  was  increasingly  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  a  wide  circulation  among  our  people  of  the 
publications  of  the  E.  K.  S.1  to  counteract  Alexis’  high  church 
influence.  She  said  the  debt  brought  on  by  him  had  answered  the 
good  purpose  of  keeping  him  in  check — that  she  &  Mary  were 
agreed  that  we  must  pay  it  off,  &  that  the  latter  said,  for  this  she 
wd  economise  all  she  could. 

1856 

January  1st.  Capt.  D.  P.  scouted  the  idea  that  we  must  accept 
the  cover  of  the  communion  table  because  it  was  given.  Said,  no 
doubt  Father  Walsh2  wd  be  happy  to  present  us  with  an  image  of 
the  Virgin.  Said  there  had  been  much  plain  talking  to  Alexis.  I  was 
glad  to  learn  that  the  Capt.  has  assumed  the  expense  of  painting 
the  church. 

January  9th.  Mrs.  Bauduy  spoke  of  her  intention  of  continuing 
to  conduct  the  Sunday  school  (Anna  had  declined  any  prominent 
part)  bespeaking  her  aid,  and  referring  also  to  my  supervision. 
First  time  she  has  spoken  directly  to  me  on  this  subject,  in  view 

1  Evangelical  Knowledge  Society  (1847).  An  organization  formed  to  counteract  the 
influence  of  the  Oxford  Movement,  principally  through  the  publication  of  literature  of  a 
pronounced  Evangelical  character,  and  is  probably  the  same  as  The  Society  for  the  Pro¬ 
motion  of  Evangelical  Knowledge  (S.P.E.K.). 

2  Rev.  John  S.  Walsh,  Pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s  on  the  Brandywine,  1846-1867. 
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of  our  entrance  into  the  new  church,  &  thus  the  S.  S.  becoming 
more  directly  a  church  school. 

January  nth .  Mrs.  Capt.  Du  Pont  mentioned  that  the  purchase 
of  the  cover  for  the  communion  table  was  committed  to  Miss 
Harriet  Smith,1  and  that  the  upholsterer  who  made  it,  had  said  she 
would  do  it  for  nothing  out  of  regard  to  me.  She  was  an  old  hearer 
of  mine  at  Gloria  Dei  Church.  There  is  to  be  no  embroidery.  It  is 
singular  the  turns  this  matter  has  taken — once  looking  so  stormy, 
&  now  ending  so  pleasantly.  I  like  the  desk  &  pulpit — a  regular 
desk  &  not  a  lectern,  which  I  never  liked.  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  spoke 
of  the  debt — that  if  she  could  liquidate  it  at  once,  she  wd  not  do  it 
now,  as  it  was  the  only  thing  to  keep  Alexis  &  his  wife  in  check, 
but  we  must  take  measures  for  it. 

March  20th.  Alexis  suggested  the  last  Sunday  in  April  for  the 
opening  of  our  new  church.  I  asked  if  he  meant  Consecration.  He 
said,  no,  that  cd  not  be,  owing  to  the  debt.  I  had  hoped  some  of  the 
Du  Ponts  might  assume  it,  &  so  allow  it  to  be  consecrated.  Let  me 
hope  that  even  this  may  in  some  way  turn  out  for  good.  The  Lord 
grant  it,  who  knows  that  from  the  very  first  I  have  fought  ag’t 
increasing  debt.  In  a  note  to  A.2  this  evening  Mrs.  Sophie  D.  P. 
refers  to  the  Sunday  school  &  says  Mrs.  Bauduy  told  her  Alexis  had 
come  in  unexpectedly  last  Sunday,  &  that  she  had  asked  him  to 
open  school,  wh  he  did,  &  then  to  take  a  class  of  boys,  &  “the 
effect  was  such  that  there  was  not  a  sound  to  be  heard.”  This  is 
significant.  I  have  all  along  expected  that  he  would  teach  in  the 
school,  &  that  this  wd  not  be  prevented  by  his  sister  remaining  at 
the  head  of  it.  To  keep  a  female  at  the  head,  under  the  new  regime , 
when  its  non-sectarian  character  is  to  be  given  up,  seems  to  me  a 
bad  arrangement,  to  say  the  best  of  it.  May  the  Lord  direct!  I 
throw  myself  on  him. 

1  Joanna’s  first  cousin.  Daughter  of  Richard  Somers  Smith,  Philadelphia. 

2  Anna  Brinckle. 
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March  23d.  Choir  practicing.  Heard  the  new  organ  for  the  first 
time.  57  pews  are  rented. 

March 30th.  Preached  in  reference  to  the  Confirmation,  a  sermon 
to  the  young  from  Prov. — viii — 17.  Alexis  has  been  much  about 
among  the  people,  conversing  with  them  in  regard  to  the  coming 
visitation  of  the  Bp.  Could  not  but  commend  his  earnestness, 
while  I  regret  there  sd  be  any  cause  of  apprehension  in  his  high  ch. 
views.  Cautioned  him  not  to  press  people  too  much — that  a  pre¬ 
mature  profession,  followed  by  a  falling  away,  seemed  to  impose  an 
impassable  barrier  afterwards.  Showed  him  my  Parish  Register  at 
his  request.  Think  he  wished  to  see  if  I  had  any  of  the  so-called 
Trinity  people  on  the  list  of  Communicants,  &  if  what  he  had  said 
under  excitement  some  time  ago,  had  induced  me  to  take  his  name 
off,  wh  I  did  not,  however.  I  presume  he  was  satisfied  with  the 
inspection. 

April  yth.  Capt.  D.  P.  mentioned  as  a  gratifying  circumstance 
that  Henry  D.  P.  had  become  very  much  softened  with  regard  to 
our  church. 

April  nth.  Mrs.  Bauduy  suggested  to  A.1  the  retention  of  the 
old  name  of  the  S.  S. — “Brandywine  Manufacturers’  Sunday 
School” — in  connection,  I  suppose,  with  that  of  “Christ  Church.” 
I  do  not  like  this,  1st  because  it  is  an  awkward  addition,  & 
unusual.  2d,  because  it  is  for  a  much  wider  sphere  than  the  name 
expresses,  contemplating  the  upper  class,  who  never  thought  of 
going  before.  Lastly,  because  I  fear-the  old  name  will  commit  us  to 
old  practices — and  we  propose  a  complete  revolution.  This  school 
has  been  in  existence  under  one  head  (our  friend  Mrs.  B.)  for 
about  30  years — at  first  rather  secular,  and  still  teaching  writing — 
using  all  Catechisms — the  Romish  at  one  time,  &  possibly  discon¬ 
tinuing  it  only  because  the  R.  C.  scholars  have  withdrawn,  having 
a  school  of  their  own.  It  occupies  the  entire  forenoon,  from  8  or  9 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 
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till  12  at  least.  Some  of  the  teachers  are  children,  much  more  fit 
to  be  learners.  When  Mrs.  Bauduy  proposed  to  give  up  the  charge 
of  it,  her  sister  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  said  it  wd  be  best,  as  it  wd  be 
a  less  sacrifice  for  her  to  give  up  the  whole  thing  than  to  give  up 
her  old  system.  Afterwards  it  was  concluded  that  she  sd  hold  on, 
wh  Mrs.  D.  P.  thought  wd  most  certainly  prevent  the  influence  of 
her  brother  Alexis  in  the  school.  Let  me  note  here  that  I  have 
never  had  any  connection  with  the  school,  never  being  allowed  to 
report  to  the  Convention  the  statistics — Mrs.  B.  declining  to  give 
them,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  un-sectarian,  &  a  chartered 
institution. 

April  14th.  Commenced  our  extra  services  this  evening.  Capt. 
D.  P.  told  me  he  had  spoken  to  the  Bp.  to  have  his  name,  his 
wife’s,  Mrs.  Bauduy’s  &  Miss  Mary  D.  P.’s  transferred  from 
St.  Andrew’s  Parish  Register  to  ours.  Mrs.  Smith  has  already  told 
me  that  her  name  will  remain  at  Trinity  Ch.  for  the  sake  of  her 
deceased  husband,  as  she  says,  but  really  through  fear  of  her  hus¬ 
band’s  sister.  She  never  goes  however.  Mrs.  D.  P.  entirely  co¬ 
incides  with  me  in  regard  to  the  name  of  the  S.  school,  though  she 
feels  for  her  sister,  who  had  been  identified  with  the  school  so 
many  years,  &  of  whom  she  said,  so  many  would  rise  up  &  call 
her  blessed. 

April  15th.  Rev.  W.  Newton  of  Westchester  preached  for  us. 
Text,  “If  the  Righteous  scarcely  be  saved,”  &c.  Had  an  applica¬ 
tion  from  Alexis  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Van  Deusen  for  a  place 
in  the  ceremonial  of  opening  our  church,  as  his  other  friend 
Dr.  Coleman  could  not  be  present.  Told  him  very  briefly,  think¬ 
ing  I  had  done  quite  enough  in  this  way,  that  in  the  case  of 
Dr.  Coleman’s  not  being  here,  I  stood  committed  to  Capt.  D.  P. 
who  had  spoken  of  his  friend  Mr.  Wilmer.  Note  from  Mrs. 
D.  P.  about  the  S.  school,  saying  Mrs.  Bauduy  had  yielded,  with 
regard  to  the  name. 
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April  17th.  A  Missionary  Meeting  this  evening.  Rev.  Dr. 
Clemson  brought  his  two  Chinese  scholars.  He  Ding ,  21  years  old, 
&  Yung  Kiung ,  17.  Each  of  the  boys  made  an  address,  followed 
by  one  from  Dr.  Clemson.  Mr.  Hazlehurst  then  spoke  on  behalf 
of  Africa,  having  been  there,  and  I  closed  with  a  few  remarks  on 
the  reflex  influence  of  working  for  missions,  “He  that  watereth”, 
&c.  The  house  was  crowded  to  the  utmost.  The  Chinese,  dressed  in 
costume,  were  objects  of  great  curiosity.  The  younger,  a  slight, 
delicate  lad,  was  remarkable  for  modesty  &  sweetness  of  manners. 
Dr.  C.  after  having  had  him  for  more  than  a  year,  says  that  in  this 
respect  he  has  never  seen  his  equal. 


April  19th.  The  Bp.  preached  this  evening — large  congregation. 
Text,  “The  way  of  transgressors  is  hard.”  Quite  shocked  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Salt,  who  had  joined  the  church  at  our  last 
communion,  &  was  to  have  been  confirmed  the  1st  Sunday  in 
May.  I  trust  she  has  entered  the  Church  above.  She  was  at  one  of 
our  services  this  week.  She  got  her  living  by  washing,  &  was  quite 
alone  in  the  world.  The  last  time  I  had  an  opportunity  to  speak 
to  her  particularly,  she  saw  me  go  into  a  house,  &  followed,  and  we 
united  in  prayer. 

Had  a  conversation  with  Mrs.  Bauduy  about  the  S.  School. 
Relieved  her  mind  in  regard  to  her  own  position  in  the  new 
organization — viz. — that  she  wd  be  immediately  under  me,  to  act 
as  my  deputy  in  my  absence.  She  was  full  of  apprehensions  &  mis¬ 
givings  about  the  shortness  of  time  of  teaching — want  of  punctual¬ 
ity  of  teachers,  &c.  Told  her  a  new  leaf  wd  be  turned  over — that 
not  having  to  forego  the  morning  service  it  wd  not  be  so  formid¬ 
able,  &  that  the  time  being  so  short,  punctuality  wd  be  the  order, 
and  that  secular  instruction  being  abandoned  (spelling  &  writing) 
for  wh  there  was  no  necessity  now,  we  cd  apply  ourselves  to  the 
great  object  of  religious  instruction.  I  could  not  but  see  that 
though  so  many  years  engaged  in  S.  S.  teaching,  her  ideas  were 
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very  confused  about  it.  I  have  a  great  work  before  me.  May  I 
have  grace  for  it. 

April  23d.  Saw  the  carpenters  carrying  out  Lammot  D.  P.’s1 
request — putting  windows  in  the  spire.2 

April  23th.  Noticed  to  Mrs.  Bauduy  one  defect  in  her  system — 
the  “promotion,”  as  it  is  called,  from  one  class  to  another.  She 
confessed  the  objections,  but  said  it  was  introduced  to  give  each 
scholar  at  some  time,  the  advantage  of  instruction  by  Mrs.  B.  & 
her  sisters.  But  these  promotions  are  often  from  a  grown  up 
teacher  to  a  child,  giving  great  offence. 

April  27th.  Took  leave  of  our  little  old  church  where  we  have 
had  many  precious  seasons.  All  our  pews  are  rented  but  17. 

May  4th.  A  glorious  day,  after  three  days  of  rain,  and  a  glorious 
occasion — the  opening  of  our  new  church — not  its  consecration,  on 
account  of  the  debt,  to  say  nothing  of  another  matter,  the  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  way  of  a  title  to  the  ground.  The  church  will  seat  500, 
&  I  think  there  were  100  more.  The  Bp.  preached  an  admirable 
sermon  from  Rev. — “The  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof,”  Rev.  Joseph 
Wilmer  assisting  in  the  service.  Thirteen  persons  were  confirmed. 
At  the  afternoon  service  Rev.  Chas.  Breck  read,  &  Mr.  Wilmer 
preached  from  “The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple.”  The  sermon,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  was  not  entirely  to  my  liking.  A  spice  of  Ecclese- 
ology  &  a  squinting  towards  Baptismal  regeneration.  As  soon  as 
we  retired  to  the  vestry  room  he  apologised  to  me  for  the  expres¬ 
sion  “regenerated  in  baptism,”  saying  he  hoped  I  wd  not  attribute 
to  him  the  doctrine  his  words  seemed  to  imply — that  he  only  used 
them  in  the  sense  of  the  Prayer-book.  Immediately  after  this  con¬ 
versation,  Mr.  Breck  came  in,  &  had  the  bad  taste  to  introduce  the 

1  Lammot  du  Pont  (1831-1884)  son  of  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont. 

2  The  story  about  these  four  windows  in  the  top  of  the  spire  was  that  Lammot  du  Pont 
made  a  contribution  toward  the  building  of  the  Church  conditional  upon  the  windows  being 
provided  so  that  he  might  climb  up  and  look  over  the  country.  The  ascent  of  the  old 
ladder  in  the  spire  was  considered  a  feat  and  the  height  of  the  lookout  great. 
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subject,  &  shaking  Mr.  W.  by  the  hand,  thanked  him  for  the 
sermon,  commending  “the  soundness  of  its  doctrine,”  giving  me  a 
glance  at  the  same  time,  wh  I  would  not  appear  to  notice.  Apart 
from  this  alloy,  the  occasion  was  one  of  unmixed  satisfaction.  Mr. 
Wilmer’s  sermon  was  probably  the  one  preached  at  the  opening  of 
St.  Mark’s  Philad.  wh.  like  ours,  was  not  consecrated.  It  was 
evidently  an  old  one,  &  our  people  were  alarmed  by  his  disappear¬ 
ance  from  the  chancel  soon  after  service  began,  &  his  continuing 
in  the  vestry  room  until  he  had  to  come  in  to  preach.  I  spoke  to 
Mr.  W.  of  his  good  old  Evangelical  father,  which  seemed  to  move 
him.  He  said,  “I  bless  God  for  that.  I  must  come  &  see  you”  &c. 
Several  pews  rented  to-day.  Collection  A.  M.  $177.  P.M.  50.  The 
singing  was  very  fine.  Our  old  bass  singer  Joseph  Shaw  came  from 
Philad.  to  be  with  us.  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  played. 

May  10th.  Sunday  school  teachers’  meeting  in  the  school  house 
at  5  P.M.  Present,  Alexis  D.  P.,  Mrs.  Bauduy,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Smith, 
Mrs.  Belin,  Sarah  Holland,  tv/o  of  the  Miss  Armstrongs,  x^nna  & 
myself.  The  Constitution  drawn  up  by  the  Bp.  was  presented  & 
adopted.  Henceforth  it  is  an  Episcopal  school.  Alexis  was  very 
severe  on  his  sister  for  former  latitudinarian  practices. 

May  nth.  The  three  girls,  Willy1  &  myself  were  at  S.  school  by 
8  o’clock  this  morning.  Introduced  with  the  form  of  prayer  set 
forth  by  the  E.  K.  S.2  and  closed  school  with  a  hymn.  There  had 
never  been  singing  in  the  school.  Being  Whitsunday,  had  the  com¬ 
munion  in  our  new  church.  72  at  the  table,  all  our  own  people 
except  3.  Not  more  than  12  pews  unrented. 

May  16th.  Informed  to-day  that  my  salary  is  raised  to  $600 , 
commencing  with  this  month.  Since  our  organization  until  now,  it 
has  been  $300.  I  came  here  at  first  without  salary  or  promise  of 
one,  receiving  voluntary  offerings  amounting  in  all,  up  to  the  time 
of  organization  to  $383  in  a  period  of  3  years.  The  present  increase 

1  William  Rumsey  Brinckle  youngest  child  of  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckl6. 

2  See  footnote  under  entry  of  December  20th,  18 55. 
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is  a  “God-send.”  May  I  spend  &  be  spent  in  the  service  of  the  God 
of  all  my  mercies. 

May  19th.  Conversation  with  Mrs.  Sophie  D.  P.  about  Charles 
D.  P.  Told  me  he  had  been  at  her  house  one  evening,  &  “stumbled” 
at  the  evil  he  saw  in  the  world,  &  of  her  sending  him  a  New 
Testament  in  large  print  and  a  note,  &  of  his  touching  reply  that 
this  was  the  first  copy  of  the  Scriptures  he  had  ever  owned. 

June  1st.  Preached  morning  &  afternoon  after  opening  S.  school 
at  8  A.  M.  Have  done  this  ever  since  its  organization.  52  at 
communion. 

June  14th.  Richard  Brindley  told  me  that  the  Brotherhood  of 
our  church,  (Mutual  Aid  Society)1  has  a  capital  of  % 200 .  There  are 
about  20  members. 

June  15th.  Charles  D.  P.  at  church  this  morning.  Told  his  wife 
the  other  day  that  humanly  speaking,  she  had  the  soul  of  her 
husband  in  her  hand — to  act  accordingly.  O  that  the  Lord  may 
bring  him  in ! 

June  2jth.  At  Mrs.  Smith’s  to-day,  Mrs.  Bauduy  complained 
that  her  brother  Alexis’  feelings  had  been  hurt  by  the  manner  of 
the  distribution  of  the  bread  after  communion,  viz.  that  Capt. 
D.  P.  seeing  the  communicants  not  coming  up,  had  taken  the 
plate  out  of  my  hand  to  distribute.  Expressed  myself  very  plainly 
to  her — how  such  trifling  cut  me  to  the  heart.  Took  occasion  to 
tell  her  of  their  stinting  me  in  the  wine,  so  that  I  had  almost  to 
hand  the  empty  cup.  Alexis  not  being  at  church  that  day,  his 
daughter  must  have  told  him. 

July  13th.  Rev.  W.  Newton  preached  for  me. 

July  20th.  Opened  Sunday  school  as  usual.  Miss  Mary  D.  P. 
able  to  be  at  church,  with  her  brother  Charles,  from  Louisville. 
Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  another  invalid  out  also — who  much  appreciates 

1  Reference  is  made  to  this  Society  in  Chapter  VIII,  Volume  I. 
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such  privileges,  tho  rarely  permitted  them.  Alexis  &  his  wife  were 
at  Trinity  Ch.  on  the  two  last  Communion  Sundays.  He  goes  about 
half  his  time  in  the  mornings  to  Trinity. 

September  4th.  Met  Mrs.  Cornog  in  the  road,  who  spoke  of  the 
precious  times  we  used  to  have  many  years  ago  at  the  Newtown 
school-house,  that  there  her  eyes  had  been  first  opened.  This  was 
during  my  ministry  at  Radnor. 

October  3th.  Heard  of  the  death  of  Alfred  D.  P.1  A  note  from  his 
son  Irenee  saying  it  was  the  wish  of  his  mother  &  the  family  that 
I  should  attend  the  funeral. 

December  14th.  Rained  hard  all  day.  First  rainy  Sunday  since  the 
opening  of  our  church  seven  months  ago.  Attended  S.  school  in  the 
morning  as  usual  &  preached  to  41  persons.  At  school  we  had  20 
scholars  and  7  teachers, — our  ordinary  number  is  120.  Our  sheds 
not  being  completed,  my  horse  was  exposed  to  the  rain  from 
8  o’clk  to  P.M. 

December  23d.  Our  children  engaged  with  others,  in  dressing  the 
church.  Wm.  Fleming  proved  a  very  efficient  helper.  Putschner  the 
coachmaker  came  this  afternoon  with  a  Christmas  present  of  a 
beautiful  new  carriage  from  one  of  my  congregation  whose  name 
he  was  not  at  liberty  to  tell.  (Capt.  D.  P.)  May  my  gracious 
Saviour  abundantly  reward  the  giver  with  spiritual  mercies. 

December  23th.  Best  Christmas  congregation  we  have  ever  had. 
Alexis  D.  P.  &  family  at  Trinity  Ch.  They  have  not  communed  in 
our  church  but  twice  since  last  June.  Church  very  cold,  though 
there  has  been  fire  in  the  furnace  6  days.  No  thermometer  brought, 
to  test  the  degree  of  heat,  but  it  must  be  evident  to  all  but  the 
wilfully  blind,  that  the  furnace  will  not  warm  the  ch.  The  effect 
is  disastrous  on  the  attendance  of  the  congregation.  The  cause  is 
that  our  executive  officer  sustains  the  same  relation  to  Trinity,  and 
he  is  much  more  interested  there. 

1  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont,  oldest  son  of  Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont. 
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January  2d.  The  Bp.  spoke  of  acting  on  the  “Memorial”  by 
having  the  shortened  Service  at  Communion — that  Dr.  Clemson 
&  Mr.  Sheets  had  already  adopted  it,  &  that  he  intended  doing  so 
— intimating  his  wish  that  I  should  fall  in,  which  of  course  I  shall 
do. 

January  4th.  Mrs.  Bauduy  gave  me  the  contribution  of  the  S. 
school  for  the  past  year.  $8.05.  For  the  first  time,  it  will  be  given 
to  Missions.  The  contributions  have  heretofore  been  given  to  the 
A.  S.  S.  Union  &  have  been  not  more  than  $5.  We  have  selected 
Mrs.  Lyle's  school  in  China  as  the  object.  They  were  moved 
thereto  by  a  very  interesting  letter  from  Mrs.  Lyle  to  Mrs. 
Sophie  D.  P. 

January  nth.  Received  from  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  from  herself  & 
sisters  $35  for  Mrs.  Lyle's  school,  wh  with  the  money  from  our 
S.  S.  will  make  $43.05.  I  trust  this  will  begin  a  new  era  among  us 
in  regard  to  Missions.  Preached  an  Epiphany  sermon  this  morning. 

January  16th.  Excessively  cold,  with  furious  wind.  Left  home  at 
8  o'clock  for  S.  S.  with  Anna,  Susan  &  Willy.1  Thermometer  in 
church  34  when  service  commenced.  In  the  afternoon  only  a 
handful  out,  when  I  read  the  service,  but  did  not  preach.  Capt. 
D.  P.  &  Alexis  at  church.  To-day  brought  them  to  the  conviction 
that  another  furnace  must  be  put  in  forthwith,  which  I  announced 
from  the  desk. 

January  25th.  Service  in  the  school-house  to-day  on  acc't  of  the 
cold.  Announced  my  intention  of  using  the  abridged  service  next 
Sunday,  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  House  of  Bps.  & 
with  the  advice  of  my  Diocesan.  I  learnt  from  the  Capt.  that 
Alexis  had  come  out  against  it.  The  Capt.  regretted  that  I  had  not 
read  the  resolution  of  the  Bps.  on  the  subject,  but  I  told  him  no, 
it  wd  seem  as  if  I  were  conscious  of  doing  something  of  question¬ 
able  propriety. 

1  Children  of  Rev.  Samuel  C#  Brinckle. 
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January  29th.  Dreary  as  the  day  was,  what  with  melting  snow 
and  rain,  Alexis  walked  here,  to  “expostulate  with  me  respecting 
the  notice  I  gave  out  last  Sunday.”  In  about  an  hour  we  discussed 
the  whole  subject  very  freely,  &  (for  him)  in  a  rather  subdued  way. 
•Finding  me  immovable,  wh  he  said  he  expected,  he  announced  his 
intention  of  communing  in  future  at  Trinity  church,  where  he  cd 
enjoy  his  whole  amount  of  spiritual  nourishment.  Did  not  tell  him 
that  he  had  nearly  removed  his  ecclesiastical  belonging  already. 
Told  him  I  hoped  this  step  was  on  grounds  Ecclesiastical,  not 
personal — to  wh  he  assented.  I  really  think  he  was  glad  of  this 
opportunity  of  getting  his  name  transferred  in  so  fair  a  way.  His 
most  intemperate  expression  was  about  the  S.  school,  wh  he  said 
was  under  “petticoat  government” — that  of  his  sister  Mrs. 
Bauduy.  He  admonished  me  that  the  measure  I  propose  wd  cause 
20  persons  to  give  up  their  pews. 

February  1st.  Sunday  school  in  our  new  church,  there  being  no 
fire  in  the  school-house,  owing  to  the  water  rising  in  the  furnace. 
About  30  children  attended,  notwithstanding  the  terrible  roads. 
Communion  in  the  morning.  Congregations  the  smallest  I  have 
seen  in  our  new  church.  21  only  at  the  table.  Inaugurated  the 
abridged  service.  Alexis  &  family  all  absent  A.  M.  but  in  force, 
P.M.  No  instrumental  music  this  morning. 

February  4th.  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  says  her  brother’s  connexion 
with  us  has  been  only  in  name  for  a  long  time,  &  that  he  was  glad 
of  a  pretext  to  join  his  wife  &  daughter  at  Trinity.  Says  there  is  a 
contract  with  Notman  to  build  a  church  in  Brandywine  Village  for 
$10,000.  They  are  just  putting  up  the  new  organ  at  Trinity,  the 
gift,  it  is  said,  of  Alexis. 

February  6th.  Mrs.  Bauduy  called.  Said  Mrs.  Smith  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  disturbed  about  the  abridged  Service,  &  regretted  so  much 
that  I  had  not  consulted  her,  as  she  could  have  made  such  a 
representation  as  wd  have  moved  me  from  it — that  it  was  a  party 
measure,  &c  &c.  Told  Mrs.  B.  (who  does  not  sympathise  with  her 
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sister's  feelings,  tho'  disturbed  with  her  disturbance),  that  none  of 
this  was  from  Mrs.  Smith,  who  wd  not  care  about  it  but  as  her 
brother  had  taken  it  up,  through  whose  eyes  she  saw  everything. 
Mrs.  B.  deplored  her  brother's  impulsiveness,  &  the  injury  it  was 
to  his  Xn  usefulness; — that  Mrs.  Henry  D.  P.  had  said,  “You  do 
not  know  the  trouble  I  have  with  my  husband  in  consequence  of 
this."  Mrs.  B.  spoke  of  our  next  quarterly  meeting  of  S.  S.  teach¬ 
ers,  suggesting  that  it  sd  be  passed  over  to  the  next  time — 2d 
Saturday  in  May — the  excuse  for  it  being  the  state  of  the  roads, 
but  really  on  acc't  of  Alexis,  who  always  made  these  meetings  so 
unpleasant.  She  laughed  at  the  idea  of  20  persons  giving  up  their 
pews. 

February  21st.  Rec'd  a  resolution  of  the  Vestry  requesting  me  to 
return  to  the  practice  of  reading  the  entire  Service  on  Communion 
days.  This  comes  from  Alexis  in  the  absence  of  the  Capt.  The  next 
thing  will  be  to  instruct  me  in  preaching.  The  Lord  direct  me  how 
to  meet  this  aggression. 

February  22d .  Announced  the  Bp's  visitation.  Alexis  &  wife 
absent.  John1  played  the  organ.  Good  Sunday  school  this  morning. 

February  23d.  The  Bp.  counseled  me  to  meet  the  Vestry  resolu¬ 
tion  firmly,  but  temperately.  That  it  was  in  direct  opposition  to 
Canon  XI,  Sec.  5  of  our  diocese.  He  advised  me  to  prepare  a  letter 
to  the  Vestry  &  call  them  together  as  soon  as  Capt.  D.  P.  returns. 
Authorizes  me  to  express  his  views.  On  my  return  home,  sat  down 
&  wrote  a  strong  letter  to  the  Vestry. 

February  24th.  Sent  it  to  Mrs.  Du  Pont  with  a  request  to  the 
Capt.  to  call  the  Vestry  together  on  his  return.  A.2  had  a  kind 
note  from  her  &  another,  no  less  so  from  Mrs.  Bauduy.  She  says 
that  Alexis,  tho'  at  her  house  the  day  before  the  meeting,  never 
breathed  a  word  of  his  intentions  to  the  Capt. 

1  John  Rumsey  Brinckle,  son  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle. 

2  Anna  Brinckle. 


THE  DIARY 


117 


1857 

February  25th.  Ash  Wednesday.  Capt.  D.  P.  at  church,  after 
travelling  all  night.  He  expressed  his  indignation  at  the  aggression 
of  Alexis,  &  gave  me  a  notice  of  a  Vestry  meeting  for  tomorrow 
evening.  Promised  to  protect  me  from  annoyance  I  had  suffered 
from  time  to  time — invasions  of  my  province  as  Rector.  .  .  .  Was 
pleased  to  hear  of  the  independence  of  Mr.  Conly. 

February  27th.  At  the  meeting  last  night,  where  all  were  present 
but  Mr.  Adams,  sick,  Alexis  only  was  in  the  negative,  &  all  went 
well.  The  Capt.  told  Alexis  he  wd  withdraw  my  letter  if  he  wd 
recall  his  Resolution.  He  wd  not,  &  the  Capt’s  was  put  &  carried 
nemo  con.  A.  being  in  the  chair  &  not  voting.  He  was  much 
excited  &  said  many  violent  things.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion 
it  came  out  that  he  had  removed  his  name  from  our  church  book, 
wh  caused  a  sensation  in  the  meeting. 

March  1st.  At  Sunday  school  as  usual.  Being  Lent,  had  the 
Litany  with  the  abridged  Service.  For  the  first  time  kept  the  whole 
congregation  during  the  communion,  which  prevented  some  com¬ 
municants  from  going  away.  Miss  Russell,  a  Presbyterian  came 
forward  for  the  first  time.  Alexis  &  family  of  course  absent  in  the 
morning.  As  usual,  to-day  a  scarcity  of  the  elements,  &  tho’  I 
have  several  times  asked  to  have  this  grievance  abated,  it  con¬ 
tinues. 

March  28th.  Mrs.  Smith  told  me  she  would  commune  at  Trinity 
henceforth,  at  least  half  her  time.  Told  her  that  while  I  was  sorry 
for  the  cause,  she  was  only  going  where  she  belonged.  I  made  little 
or  no  allusion  to  Alexis,  and  said  nothing  that  I  can  reproach 
myself  with.  She  told  me  if  there  had  been  another  church  near, 
that  many  would  have  left,  who  were  now  obliged  to  stay.  This 
she  had  from  her  brother.  We  closed  with  prayer.  Mrs.  Bauduy, 
who  was  present,  seemed  much  grieved  with  her  sister,  entirely 
according  with  me.  Mrs.  Du  Pont  views  everything  through  a 
hopeful  medium,  &  is  so  happy  to  have  been  at  church  twice  last 
Sunday,  a  thing  she  had  not  done  before  for  many  years. 
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I  think  I  may  be  glad  of  the  turn  things  have  taken.  Providence 
will  order  everything  better  than  I  could  possibly  arrange  it. 

April  4th .  Had  the  “Memorial  movement”  by  way  of  episode  at 
the  Standing  Committee.  Mr.  Breck  blew  out  against  it,  rather 
exceeding  Alexis  but  so  much  in  his  style  as  to  show  me  they  had 
agreed  together  about  it. 

April  4th  Continued.  I  was  glad  to  get  hold  of  him  on  this  subject 
and  that  the  Bp.  spoke  out  as  he  did.  Dr.  Clemson  did  not  inter¬ 
pose  a  word,  but  after  Mr.  Breck  had  gone,  endorsed  all  the  Bp. 
said.  The  Bp.  suggested  to  me  that  they  will  bring  this  before  our 
next  Convention  &  that  we  must  be  ready  for  them. 

April  ijth.  The  Easter  Monday  election  retained  all  the  old 
vestry  except  James  Moore  (removed)  in  whose  place  Charles 
Green  was  put,  to  whom  Alexis  had  objected  when  the  Capt. 
proposed  him.  Hence  A.  was  left  in.  Mrs.  Smith  told  her  sister  the 
other  day  that  Alexis  had  said  he  was  going  to  resign  at  the 
Election.  Mrs.  Sophie  D.  P.  replied,  “That  was  said  like  his 
own  noble  nature.  It  will  be  right  for  him  to  do  so.”  But  when 
the  evening  came  he  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  Alexis  has  at  last 
been  induced  to  make  a  full  exhibit  of  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  church. 

April  19th.  At  Sunday  school  as  usual,  at  past  8.  Storm  of  rain 
&  hail  wh  affected  our  congregations.  Gave  notice  of  our  evening 
services.  Alexis  and  family  absent  in  the  morning.  He  spoke  to  me 
of  a  person  he  wished  me  to  see  as  a  candidate  for  Confirmation. 
Told  him  I  wd  see  the  person,  but  we  cd  not  be  too  cautious  on 
that  subject,  for  already  we  have  some  on  our  list  of  communi¬ 
cants,  brought  forward  in  this  way,  who  after  communing 
once  or  twice,  had  ceased — that  to  present  those  who  had 
really  chosen  the  Saviour  wd  be  my  greatest  pleasure.  He  evi¬ 
dently  did  not  like  it. 
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April  23d.  Spent  the  day  from  %y2  to  7 yi  in  parochial  visiting, 
not  stopping  anywhere  for  dinner.  Walked  the  whole  round,  & 
paid  20  visits,  coming  home  quite  fresh. 

April  26th.  Congregations  very  good.  In  the  afternoon  baptized 
Miss  Cornog  &  Miss  Alexander.  Called  before  church  to  see  Peter 
Masse  who  wishes  to  give  himself  to  Christ. 

April  28th.  Rev.  Mr.  Wright  preached  from  “As  the  days  of 
Noe,”  &c  &  Mr.  Colton  exhorted.  First  time  we  have  had  our  new 
church  lighted. 

April  29th.  The  Bp.  preached  in  place  of  Rev.  W.  Newton,  who 
was  prevented  by  a  cold.  Text  Matt.  xxv.  11.  “Afterwards  came 
also  the  other  virgins”  &c. 

April  30th.  Parochial  visiting.  7  visits,  some  of  them  very 
Providential.  Found  a  woman  deeply  impressed  by  a  narrow 
escape  from  death  by  burning  fluid.  Had  satisfactory  conversa¬ 
tions  with  several.  O  that  the  Lord  wd  make  bare  his  arm  among 
us!  Rev.  B.  S.  Huntington  preached  from  two  texts,  “Wilt  thou 
be  made  whole”,  &  “Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead?”  Mr.  Wright 
made  an  address  at  the  close. 

May  1st.  Took  Mr.  Huntington  to  see  the  Cornogs,  who  were 
old  acquaintances.  Much  conversation  with  Mr.  C.  on  the  great 
subject;  &  prayer  afterwards  by  Mr.  H.  Parochial  visiting  in  the 
afternoon.  Mr.  Suddards  preached  at  night  from  Deut.  xxxii. 
11,  12,  “As  an  eagle  stirreth  up  her  nest.” 

May  2d.  Very  rainy.  Preached  at  night  myself.  50  persons  out, 
more  than  I  expected.  Miss  Clementina  Smith1  played  the  organ 
in  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  &  Mrs.  Belin.  My  text  was 
from  Heb.  11.  1.  “Therefore  we  ought  to  give  the  more  earnest 
heed.” 


1  Joanna’s  first  cousin. 
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May  yd.  Fourteen  Confirmed.  Four  were  absent  from  different 
causes,  &  a  number  hesitating,  almost  persuaded.  Baptized  2 
adults  this  afternoon,  James  Brattan  &  Wm.  Applegate.  The  lat¬ 
ter,  for  some  unaccountable  reason,  did  not  come  forward  to  Con¬ 
firmation.  Mr.  Brattan’s  religious  experience  very  satisfactory. 

May  yth.  Called  at  Charles  D.  P/s.  Saw  Miss  Mary  in  her  room, 
who  has  been  sick  in  Philad.  all  winter.  She  had  looked  forward 
with  satisfaction  to  the  facilities  for  getting  to  church  there,  but 
on  the  very  first  Sunday,  was  so  worn  out  by  the  long  Communion 
service  at  St.  Andrews  that  she  was  never  able  to  go  again.  Dr. 
Stevens  not  having  adopted  the  shortened  service.  Our  service  last 
Sunday  occupied  two  hours.  It  wd  have  been  three,  with  the  long 
service. 

May  8th.  At  the  Vestry  meeting;  just  before  going  in  (the 
Capt.  says)  he  asked  Alexis  if  he  wished  to  be  elected  delegate 
to  Convention.  To  wh  he  replied,  “Certainly.”  The  Capt.  said  he 
ought  to  go  from  Trinity  or  St.  John’s  churches.  A.  said,  “No, 
their  delegates  were  already  elected.”  The  Capt.  then  made  no 
opposition,  &  he  was  elected. 

Anniversary  meeting  of  S.  S.  teachers.  Present  Mrs.  Bauduy, 
Mrs.  Smith,  Mrs.  Belin,  Rachel  Smith,  Fanny1  &  Lina  D.  P.,2 
Anna,3  Elizabeth3  &  myself. 

May  24th.  Capt.  D.  P/s  last  time  with  us  at  church.  The 
Minnesota  will  sail  from  Philad.  for  Norfolk  on  Wednesday.  Told 
me  he  gave  some  parting  counsel  to  our  faithful  vestrymen  Conly, 
M’Allister  &  Green  to  stand  fast,  &  keep  out  high  church  influence. 

June  1st.  Note  from  Alexis  D.  P.  containing  some  statistics  for 
my  Convention  Report.  One  thing  I  shall  not  embody — his  item  of 

1  Frances  Elizabeth  du  Pont  (1838-1902),  oldest  daughter  of  Alexis  Irenee  du  Pont. 
Married  Rev.  Leighton  Coleman  (1837-1907),  who  became  second  Bishop  of  Delaware. 

2  Evelina  du  Pont  (1840-1938)  oldest  daughter  of  Henry  du  Pont.  Died  at  age  of  97 
years,  9  months. 

3  Daughters  of  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle. 
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$15  subscriptions  he  has  obtained  for  the  “Children’s  Magazine” 
of  the  Church  Book  Society. 

June  jd.  Diocesan  Convention  at  St.  Andrew’s,  Wilmington. 
The  Bp.  delivered  an  admirable  charge  on  the  adaptation  of  our 
preaching  to  the  times.  Had  a  word  ag’t  the  daily  Service,  & 
commended  the  action  of  the  House  of  Bps.  on  the  Memorial. 
High-Churchism  preponderates  in  Convention  &  they  acted  ac¬ 
cordingly,  making  a  complete  turn  out  of  the  Evangelicals  in 
Standing  Committee. 

June  4th.  Adjourned  to  witness  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of 
St.  John’s.  Re-assembled  at  3  o’clock.  We  had  reason  to  expect, 
from  Alexis’  threats,  that  he  would  assault  the  “Memorial  move¬ 
ment,”  but  this  was  not  attempted. 

June  7th .  Our  afternoon  congregations  have  generally  been  very 
much  increased  by  other  denominations  attending.  But  lately  it 
has  been  otherwise,  owing  to  a  speech  of  Alexis  D.  P.’s,  calling 
the  Presbyterian  ch.  “A  Synagogue  of  Satan,”  to  wh  their  clergy¬ 
man,  Mr.  Otterson  has  referred  in  two  sermons,  &  has  cautioned 
his  people  ag’t  attending  here.  Every  one  must  know  that  I  do 
not  sympathize  in  his  high  church  views.  But  to  make  the  matter 
doubly  sure,  I  preached  this  afternoon  from  “The  Lord  added  to 
the  church  daily,”  &c.  Took  occasion  to  show  what  the  Church 
was,  as  expressed  in  the  19th  Article;  referred  to  the  Bp.  of  Lon¬ 
don’s  speech  at  the  late  Anniversary  of  the  Brit.  &  For.  Bible 
Society,  in  wh  he  spoke  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  his  brethren  of 
other  churches.  Alexis  &  his  wife  present. 

June  14th.  Not  a  Presbyterian  at  church,  so  completely  are  they 
driven  off  by  Alexis’  circulation  of  such  books  as  the  “Presbyterian 
in  search  of  the  church.”  Mr.  Otterson’s  evening  services  are  con¬ 
troversial.  He  sent  to  Alexis  for  the  book  he  had  been  circulating, 
but  the  latter  excused  himself  by  saying  it  was  not  at  home. 
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June  15th.  Affectionate  farewell  note  from  Capt.  D.  P.  saying 
“I  wish  to  see  you  &  yours  before  sailing,  and  to  ask  your  blessing.” 

T.  Johnson  called  to  ask  me  to  visit  a  sick  man,  but  on  hearing 
all  the  circumstances,  that  it  was  a  Presbyterian  family,  that  they 
had  sent  for  Mr.  Otterson  yesterday,  who  had  come — that  Alexis 
had  been  there  since  &  persuaded  them  to  send  for  me,  I  declined 
going. 

I  was  touched  by  hearing  Mrs.  Adams  say  that  Capt.  D.  P. 
said  to  her  husband,  “Take  good  care  of  our  Pastor  while  I  am 
away.”  Sent  the  Capt.  “Morning  &  Night  Watches”  by  Macduff, 
as  a  keepsake. 

July  1 2th.  Went  to  Mr.  Shipley's  to  get  something  towards  a 
bell  for  our  church.  My  reason  for  it  is  that  Joshua  has  the  sale 
of  some  20  bells  in  Philad. — Meneely  (Maneely  ?)  the  founder  hav¬ 
ing  failed.  Mr.  S.  promised  me  $100.  Note  from  Mrs.  D.  P.  saying 
she  &  Mrs.  Bauduy  will  give  $50  towards  a  bell. 

July  19th.  The  Bishop  having  asked  me  to  administer  the  Com¬ 
munion  for  Mr.  Marshall  at  Newport,  I  was  absent  from  my  own 
church  for  the  first  time  since  we  entered  it.  My  first  absence  from 
S.  school  also.  Mrs.  Bauduy  opened  school,  not  Alexis,  though 
Anna  suggested  the  latter. 

August  yd.  Went  to  Groveville,  N.  J.  to  visit  my  brother's  wife, 
very  near  her  end,  and,  I  trust,  looking  to  her  Saviour.  Finding  I 
was  collecting  for  a  bell,  they  unsolicited,  each  member  of  the 
family  contributing,  gave  me  55  dollars.  Bro.  John  afterwards  told 
me  to  put  him  down  for  $25. 

August  1 6th.  Our  Presbyterian  friends  seem  to  have  returned  to 
our  afternoon  service. 

August  2 2d.  Several  powder  mills  exploded  at  5  P.M.  Several 
persons  hurt,  &  was  shocked  to  hear  that  Alexis  D.  P.  was  among 
them.  Was  sent  for  to  see  Edward  Hurst — after  that,  went  to 
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Alexis’,  but  Dr.  (?)  Breck1  had  given  orders  for  no  one  to  go  into  his 
room.  Remained  until  1 1  o’clock.  The  explosion  was  caused  by  the 
lifting  a  large  box  to  remove  it,  in  doing  which  it  slipped  &  came 
in  contact  with  some  powder.  Alexis  was  himself  assisting.  The 
first  explosion  hurt  him  very  little,  but  this  set  off  another  mill  wh 
inflicted  the  injury, — a  compound  fracture  of  the  thigh,  &  two  ribs 
broken,  which  punctured  his  lungs.  His  back  was  also  hurt.  The 
worst  fears  are  entertained  for  his  life.  Poor  Hurst  was  terribly 
burnt.  It  was  affecting  to  hear  his  expressions  of  penitence,  his 
bitter  regret  for  neglect  of  the  means  of  grace,  &  earnest  prayers. 

August  23d)  Sunday.  Delightful  weather,  but  what  sadness  in  the 
hearts  of  our  friends  on  Brandywine!  At  6  o’clock  a  summons  to 
attend  the  death-bed  of  Alexis,  &  to  administer  the  communion. 
Reached  there  at  20  minutes  past  6.  Found  him  perfectly  com¬ 
posed.  He  said,  “I  have  been  a  g’t  sinner,  but  I  look  to  Christ,  & 
have  a  blessed  hope  in  Him.”  Rev.  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Breck’s 
assistant,  came  a  few  minutes  after,  and  assisted  at  the  commun¬ 
ion.  Thus  he  received  it  for  the  last  time  at  my  hands.  He  has 
attended  our  church  more,  of  late,  &  the  last  time  I  met  with  him, 
wh  was  at  a  funeral  on  Tuesday,  he  seemed  very  kind.  Never  at 
any  time  have  we  had  a  word  of  personal  difference.  It  was  all 
ecclesiastical,  growing  out  of  his  perversion,  immediately  after  he 
was  hopefully  converted.  It  was  delightful  to-day,  to  see  him  lean¬ 
ing  upon  Xt  alone.  Many  of  his  family  communed  with  him,  but 
Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  was  not  present — much  to  her  regret.  She  came 
in  a  moment  after,  &  I  had  seen  her  there  last  night.  She  was  not 
permitted  to  see  him,  which  I  particularly  regret. 

Saw  poor  Hurst  again,  who  seemed  much  engaged.  He  died  an 
hour  after.  Breakfasted  at  Mr.  Belin’s  &  opened  Sunday  school, 
after  wh  I  went  to  another  of  the  sufferers,  Richard  Hunter, 
badly  injured.  Thence  to  Alexis,  and  then  to  Church.  Congrega¬ 
tions  small,  by  reason  of  this  great  trouble.  After  afternoon 

1  This  entry  is  incorrect.  The  orders  were  given  by  one  of  the  attending  physicians. 
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service,  went  to  Alexis’,  &  found  he  had  departed  3  minutes  before 
I  reached  there.  Saw  his  blackened  remains.  One  week  ago  this 
afternoon  he  was  sitting  in  our  church.  What  a  lesson !  In  24  hours 
after  the  injury  that  strong  man  is  no  more. 

August  24th.  Called  at  Mrs.  Smith’s  who  was  out,  but  saw  Mrs. 
Bauduy  &  Mrs.  Capt.  Du  Pont.  They  were  rejoicing  that  in  his 
last  hours  he  had  come  out  of  his  Tractarian  mist  &  settled  where 
he  was  at  first  upon  the  Sure  Foundation.  They  said  that  in  all  his 
exhortations  to  those  about  him,  it  was  “Seek  thro’  XT”  not  a 
word  about  the  Church.  He  told  Thomas  M’Allister  to  do  all  he 
could  for  Christ  Church,  &  directed  his  wife,  as  soon  as  she  could 
after  his  death,  to  send  him  all  the  papers  relating  to  it.  He  often 
exclaimed,  “God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner!”  Thus  all  his  noble 
qualities  shone  forth  at  last.  Mr.  Breck  was  absent  at  Rockdale.1 
The  accident  is  said  to  have  been  caused  by  Alexis’  rashness,  in 
moving  a  weight  wh  required  20  men  with  only  eight.  I  asked 
M’Allister  what  was  done  at  the  last  vestry  meeting.  He  said 
Alexis  had  proposed  electing  a  person  in  Capt.  D.  P.’s  place,  wh 
Mr.  M’A.  opposed  on  the  ground  of  courtesy  &  legality — the  Capt. 
not  having  resigned.  Alexis  then  did  not  press  it.  M’A.  was  the 
chief  person  to  oppose  Alexis’  measures,  and  yet  to  this  man  A. 
committed  the  papers  relating  to  our  church. 

August  25th.  Funeral  at  4  o’clock.  I  told  Mr.  Breck  he  wd 
control  the  services.  Rev.  Mr.  Parker  acted  as  a  sort  of  Marshal, 
&  was  in  his  element.  He  stated  that  he  had  brought  a  number  of 
surplices,  &  wished  us  to  put  them  on  then,  &  walk,  robed  up  to 
the  church.  I  tried  to  put  it  off  till  we  reached  the  church,  but 
Mr.  Breck  said,  if  worn  at  all,  we  ought  to  put  them  on  there. 
So  it  was  done, — Mr.  P.  rushing  about  between  the  Church  &  the 
house,  going  to  get  more  surplices  &  to  drill  the  Choir.  Bps.  Lee, 
Dr.  Odenheimer,  Drs.  Coleman  &  Clemson,  Messrs.  Suddards, 
Slack,  Martin,  Marshall,  Parker,  Breck  &  myself;  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church  3,  Methodist  2,  making  17  (16?)  clergymen.  The 

1  Calvary  Church,  Rockdale,  Pa. 
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anthem  was  chanted  responsively  by  Mr.  Parker  &  the  choir,  & 
was  not  calculated  to  impress  me  favorably  with  this  mode.  I 
thought  how  it  wd  have  sounded  in  the  ordinary  way,  with  so 
many  voices.  I  read  the  lessons,  &  Mr.  Breck  preached  a  funeral 
sermon  from  “Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  Righteous’' — highly 
eulogistic,  extravagant  indeed.  There  was  scarcely  a  word  about 
his  death-bed,  tho’  the  text  wd  have  led  to  this.  We  walked  from 
the  church  to  the  burial  ground,  where  Dr.  Odenheimer  read  part, 
and  Mr.  Parker  intoned  the  words  “I  heard  a  voice,”  &c.  There 
were  about  2000  persons  at  the  funeral.  The  solemnity  was  much 
destroyed  by  Parker’s  follies.  The  Smith  family  had  requested  that 
the  Trinity  choir  should  perform  on  the  occasion.  Henry  Du  Pont 
expressed  his  disgust  at  Mr.  Parker.  We  all  lamented  its  effect  on 
him,  just  at  this  time. 

August  30th.  At  Sunday  school  endeavored  to  improve  the  late 
dispensation.  Rev.  Mr.  Suddards  preached  morning  &  afternoon, 
appropriate  sermons — Morning,  “What  will  ye  do  in  the  swellings 
of  Jordan?”  Afternoon,  “That  ye  sorrow  not  as  others,”  &c. 

August 31st.  Met  Alexander  Adams,  who  told  me  Raymond  was 
much  affected  by  Mr.  D.  P.’s  death,  &  had  asked  him  to  call,  but 
feeling  his  ignorance  &  want  of  experience,  he  wished  me  to  go.  He 
then  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  concern  wh  had  rested  for  some 
time  on  his  own  mind,  &  now  brought  to  a  crisis  by  this  visitation. 
Thus  is  God  showing  why  he  sent  this  dispensation.  Went  to  see 
Alexis’  sister  Mrs.  Bidermann1  whom  I  found  alone,  &  much 
softened.  Talked  in  a  way  to  make  me  think  God  wd  indeed  bless 
this  to  her.  In  prayer  she  seemed  much  affected.  Could  almost  feel 
the  breathings  of  her  soul.  O  Lord,  send  us  now  a  blessing!  Make 
this  the  set  time  to  favor  us ! 

Called  in  the  afternoon  at  Raymond’s,  &  found  him  &  his  wife 
much  exercised,  &  desiring  to  own  their  Saviour  before  men. 

1  Evelina  Gabrielle  du  Pont  Bidermann  (1796-1863)  daughter  of  Eleuthere  Irenee  du 
Pont.  Married  Jacques  (James)  Antoine  Bidermann  (1790-1865).  Resided  at  Winterthur. 
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September  1st.  At  Henry  D.  P/s.  Conversed  much  with  her  &  her 
daughters,  pressing  them  not  to  let  this  season  pass  without  the 
blessing  God  was  so  ready  to  bestow. 

September  1st ,  Continued.  Mrs.  H.  D.  P.  spoke  of  the  bad  effect 
of  Mr.  Parker’s  doings  on  her  husband.  Said  he  had  gone  out  the 
day  after  the  funeral  &  administered  the  communion  to  Mrs. 
Alexis  &  her  family,  and  again  on  Sunday  morning,  using  the  full 
service,  dressed  in  full  canonicals,  &  using  the  “plain  song.”  He 
afterwards  presented  the  pocket  set  from  which  I  had  administered 
the  communion  before  Alexis’  death,  to  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P. 

September  6th.  First  time  I  have  preached  since  the  explosion. 
Gave  some  account  of  the  last  moments  of  A.  D.  P.  &  E.  Hurst. 
Text,  “Lord,  what  wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do?”  Mrs.  Bauduy  & 
Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  at  church,  Mrs.  Smith  &  the  other  branch  at 
Trinity,  this  being  communion  Sunday,  but  Mr.  Breck  being  sick, 
Mr.  Newbold  had  to  take  his  place,  &  being  in  deacon’s  orders, 
there  was  no  communion.  My  afternoon  text,  “I  can  do  all  things 
through  Xt  strengthening  me.”  Mr.  Belin  acted  in  his  new  office 
of  Warden. 

September  15th.  Called  at  poor  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.’s.  Found  her  in 
a  softened  frame.  We  talked  much  of  her  husband,  &  closed  with 
prayer. 

September  2jth.  Heard  a  piece  of  news  wh  delighted  me — that 
Mrs.  Bauduy,  Mrs.  Smith  &  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  had  assumed  the 
debt,  giving  notice  to  the  vestry  that  any  creditors  who  wanted 
their  money  cd  have  it  by  calling  at  the  office. 

October  12th.  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  spoke  with  strong  disapprobation 
of  the  Memoir  of  Alexis  wh  his  wife  &  Mr.  Breck  are  getting  up. 
(They  were  afterwards  induced  to  desist  from  it.)  The  family  all 
oppose  it.1 

1  See  “In  Appreciation”  page  xiii,  Volume  I. 
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October  25th.  A  rainy  Sunday.  Taught  Mrs.  Bauduy’s  class  in  her 
absence,  &  had  the  usual  services,  except  that  in  the  afternoon, 
only  9  being  present,  &  Susan1  the  only  female,  I  had  a  few  words 
of  exhortation  instead  of  a  sermon.  Read  an  article  from  the 
“Monitor”  by  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Lay  entitled  “A  day  with  a  Christian 
man,”2  giving  an  account  of  a  visit  to  him  last  Fall.  It  is  written  by 
a  high  churchman  of  a  high  churchman,  &  contains  some  things  to 
wh  we  take  exception.  For  instance,  his  “lectern”  for  family  wor¬ 
ship  is  referred  to  as  “plainly  enshrined,  on  wh  Mr.  D.  P.  wd  have 
wished  to  have  a  cross,  but  would  not,  lest  it  so  excite  prejudice.”3 

November  26th.  Called  at  old  Mr.  Mathewson’s,  whom  I  found 
under  deep  concern  about  his  soul.  It  was  affecting  to  hear  his 
penitent  expressions.  He  has  been  in  the  Company’s  employ  nearly 
all  his  life.  Henry  D.  P.  had  been  to  see  him,  &  had  assured  him 
he  should  never  want.  His  wife  died  suddenly  not  long  ago. 

November  27th.  Found  the  poor  old  man  much  distressed  in 
mind,  supplicating  earnestly  for  mercy. 

December  2d.  Visited  my  three  insane  patients  as  I  call  them — 
Old  Mr.  Mathewson,  Mrs.  John  Davis  &  Henvis.  Was  a  good  deal 
worried  to  find  that  Fanny  D.  P.4  had  been  putting  the  last  named 
up  to  be  baptized.  Told  him  the  danger  of  depending  on  sacra¬ 
ments  &  substituting  them  for  Xt.  He  aimed  a  blow  at  his  daughter 
last  Sunday  week  wh  if  it  had  struck  her,  wd  have  taken  her  life. 

1858 

January  1st.  Another  year  has  opened  on  us.  O  for  grace  to 
glorify  that  precious  Saviour  whose  mercy  to  me  &  mine  is  so 
wonderful!  Lord,  I  am  weakness  itself;  all  my  strength  must  come 
from  Thee! 

1  Fourth  child  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle. 

2  “A  few  hours  with  a  Christian  man.” 

3  There  is  a  wooden  cross  set  in  filigree  work  in  the  back  of  this  lectern.  The  reprint  of 
Mr.  Lay’s  article  does  not  contain  any  such  reference  as  Mr.  Brinckle  quotes. 

4  Frances  Elizabeth,  oldest  child  of  Alexis  Ir6nee  du  Pont. 
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January  yd.  At  Sunday  school  as  usual.  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  taught 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Smith's  class,  the  latter  being  taken  to  Trinity  by 
Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  Quite  a  number  of  Roman  Catholics  at  church 
in  the  afternoon.  Child  of  James  Conly  baptized. 

Mrs.  Bauduy  told  me  of  a  request  from  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  to  be 
allowed  to  place  a  library  in  the  S.  S.  room.  When  Mrs.  B.  objected 
that  she  cd  not  make  room  for  it,  she  rejoined  in  an  angry  letter, 
saying  it  was  her  husband's  intention  to  have  placed  it  there,  & 
she  should  think  Mrs.  Bauduy  wl’d  be  glad  to  carry  out  his  wishes. 
Mrs.  B.  then  yielded.  She  says,  as  to  her  brother's  intention,  she 
never  heard  him  express  it,  but  always  feared  he  wanted  to  do  it, — 
that  on  this  account  (as  I  knew)  she  &  her  sister  had  forborne  to 
take  any  steps  towards  a  Parish  library — knowing  he  wd  want  to 
introduce  books  of  a  character  we  sd  not  like.  But  now  they 
should  take  measures  for  an  Evangelical  Parish  Library.  Mrs.  B. 
was  much  agitated  in  telling  me  this.  Mrs.  A.  has  given  herself  a 
fatal  stab  with  her  husband's  relatives,  in  this  treatment  of  the 
oldest  member  of  the  family,  revered  as  a  mother  by  them.  The 
library  in  question  is  intended  for  the  young  men's  class  taught  on 
Sunday  afternoons  by  her  late  husband,  which  she  has  undertaken 
to  teach. 

Sunday  school  offering  this  year  $  12.3  5  for  Mrs.  Lyle's  school  in 
China.  Rec'd  the  quarterly  payment  of  $50  commenced  last  year — 
the  private  addition  to  my  salary  made  by  my  dear  friends  Capt. 
&  wife  &  Mrs.  Bauduy. 

January  iyth.  At  Sunday  school,  rec'd  a  message  from 
Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  that  if  I  wd  like  to  have  Rev.  James 
Lloyd  Breck1  to  address  our  school,  he  wd  no  doubt  come. 
Chose  not  to  commit  myself.  He  is  going  about  with  a  little 
Indian  girl  whom  he  exhibits  in  a  way  I  should  not  like — 
for  instance,  repeating  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  the  chancel  at  New¬ 
castle  church. 


1  Brother  of  Rev.  Charles  Breck. 


; 
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February  jd.  Sent  for  to  see  Hen  vis.  Went  immediately,  &  found 
him  no  worse,  but  Fanny  D.  P.  had  been  at  him  again  about  being 
baptized.  Told  him  her  views  &  mine  differed — that  while  it  was 
a  Xn  ordinance,  it  must  not  be  put  in  place  of  Christ,  &  the 
Spirit’s  work.  This  girl  is  like  her  father — if  possible,  worse — I 
have  to  mourn  two  cases  of  hurried  baptism — (Applegate  & 
Emmatica  Carroll)  both  induced  by  poor  Alexis.  I  pray  to  be 
guided  in  the  matter — preserved  from  too  great  stiffness  and  too 
great  laxity. 

February  26th.  First  visit  of  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  at  our  house — her 
health  never  permitting  it  before.  A  good  deal  said  about  the 
proposed  Parish  Library. 

March  21st.  Sunday  school  as  usual;  gave  notice  of  the  opening 
of  our  Parish  Library  on  Sunday  next.  A.1  had  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
D.  P.  in  Philad.  speaking  of  the  great  revival,  &  Dr.  Odenheimer’s 
testimony  to  it.  The  secular  papers  are  full  of  it,  in  all  the  principal 
cities.  It  has  not  been  “by  might  nor  by  power” — no  extraordinary 
preacher,  as  in  the  days  of  Whitefield,2  but  simply  a  turning  to  the 
Lord  in  a  time  of  financial  distress,  under  the  gracious  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

April  19th.  Commencement  of  our  week  of  services.  Samuel3 
engaged  all  day  at  the  church  putting  up  fixtures  for  lighting.  Rev. 
Mr.  Huntington  preached.  Letter  from  Rev.  W.  Newton  saying  he 
cd  not  come. 

April  20th .  Mr.  H.  preached  again.  “Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
labor”  &c — 

April  2 1st.  Rev.  Dudley  Tyng  died  two  days  ago.  Evening 
bright  &  beautiful.  The  Bishop  preached  to  a  full  house — “This 
day  is  salvation  come  to  this  house.” 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 

2  George  Whitefield,  noted  English  Evangelist. 

3  Son  of  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle. 
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April 22d.  Dr.  Suddards — “Why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel?” 
Rainy. 

April  23d.  Rain.  Mr.  Colton  preached.  150  at  church.  Mrs. 
Capt.  D.  P.  there.  It  has  rained  three  out  of  5  nights,  but  the 
people  seem  much  interested.  Mr.  Colton’s  text,  “We  pray  you  in 
Christ’s  stead,”  &c. 

April  23th.  Several  in  the  vestryroom  to  speak  to  me  about 
Confirmation.  Gave  notice  of  a  meeting  in  the  school-house  for 
exhortation  &  prayer.  Mrs.  Bauduy  told  me  that  Alexander 
Adams  had  been  confirmed  at  Trinity  Church.  This  surprised  me, 
as  he  is  both  a  vestryman  &  communicant  here,  &  intending,  as 
he  had  said,  to  be  confirmed  here. 

April  28th.  The  Bp.  with  me  to-night.  Commenced  with  a  hymn 
&  the  Litany.  Read  a  chapter,  then  a  hymn,  &  an  exhortation  by 
the  Bp.  I  followed  with  a  hymn  &  exhortation  &  extempore 
prayer.  The  Bp.  then  closed  with  a  hymn  &  extempore  prayer. 
Congregation  very  good,  &  serious.  The  Bp.  noticed  that  Mrs. 
Alexis  went  to  town  this  evening. 

May  2d.  Opened  S.  school  at  8  o’clock.  Administered  the  Com¬ 
munion  to  57 — two  of  them  new.  Had  one  Adult  baptism.  P.M. 
Bp.  Lee  preached  &  confirmed  24. 

May  6th.  Anniversary  of  my  ordination  40  years  ago.  How  little 
I  have  done;  May  I  work  while  it  is  day!  Annual  meeting  of  S.  S. 
teachers. 

May  15th.  James  Marodsley  called  and  signed  the  Total  Ab¬ 
stinence  Pledge, — Mrs.  D.  P.  making  it  a  condition  of  his  living 
there. 

May  23d.  Whitsunday.  71  at  the  Communion. 

May  28th.  Little  Robert  Hero  (?)  was  buried  today.  This  dear 
little  boy  was  only  10  years  old,  &  had  been  afflicted  7  years  with 
hip  disease.  He  had  been  fond  of  prayer  for  years,  &  his  mind  was 
stored  with  Scripture  &  hymns.  At  one  time  a  sense  of  sin  made 
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him  fear  death,  but  finding  peace  in  Christ,  he  longed  to  go  to  his 
home  in  heaven,  as  he  called  it.  As  long  as  he  could  speak,  he 
exhorted  those  about  him,  &  now  he  rests  in  the  bosom  of  his 
Saviour.  His  family  do  not  belong  to  our  church,  but  I  had  been  a 
frequent  visitor  there. 

June  20th.  Preached  a  Temperance  sermon  from  Prov.  xxm. 
3i532. 

June  2 1  st.  Mr.  Belin  sent  me  a  “Ledger”  with  an  Editorial  on 
Wine  almost  as  thorough-going  as  my  sermon.  The  Bishop  says 
our  clergy  are  in  great  danger  from  the  custom  of  having  wine  on 
the  table  where  they  are  invited — that  on  that  account  he  disliked 
to  dine  in  Philad. 

June  29th.  The  cost  of  St.  John's  Church  it  is  said,  will  be 
% 27,000 .  Mr.  Belin  remarked  that  our  church  cost  $23,ooo1  though 
he  did  not  see  how  so  much  money  was  got  into  it,  implying  mis¬ 
management  on  the  part  of  Alexis.  I  suppose  at  last  we  have  the 
right  figures. 

August  6th.  Mr.  Bidermann  gave  me  $20  for  the  Bell.  It  is  the 
first  time  he  has  been  asked  to  do  anything  for  the  church.  He  gave 
it  very  kindly.  Paid  Mr.  Belin,  as  treasurer,  $ 220  for  this  object, 
to  wh  he  added,  unasked  $10.  Consulted  Mrs.  Henry  D.  P.  as  to 
the  best  mode  of  approaching  her  husband,  &  it  was  concluded 
that  Mr.  Belin  should  ask  him.  Mr.  B.  will  also  apply  to  Irenee  & 
Lammot.2  Rec’d  since,  $40  from  Miss  Mary  D.  P.,  her  mother  & 
her  brother  Charles. 

August  15th.  Mrs.  Smith,  without  being  asked,  gave  me  $25,  & 
Mrs.  Bauduy  $25.  Mr.  Conly  who  has  the  subscription  paper,  says 
no  one  refuses  that  he  asks. 

August  29th.  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  sent  $25. 

September  14th.  Went  to  the  burial  ground  to  see  Alexis  D.  P.’s 
monument  .  .  .  inscription,  “To  the  beloved  memory  of  Alexis 

1  See  estimate  of  $6000;  entry  of  July  9,  1854. 

2  Eleuth£re  Irenee,  II  (1829-1877),  and  Lammot,  sons  of  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont. 
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Irenee  du  Pont.  Born  Feb.  14th,  1816,  Born  of  water  and  the 
Spirit^  July  4th,  1852.”1 1  baptized  him  on  a  profession  of  this  new 
birth,  &  now  it  is  assumed  to  have  taken  place  at  Baptism.  None 
of  the  family  have  alluded  to  it  to  me. 

i859  ☆  1863 

1859 

January  yoth.  Our  dear  friend  Louisa  Belin  Wales2  has  been 
removed  to  a  brighter  world.  She  was  only  8  months  married. 

February  1st.  Called  at  Mr.  Belin’s  to  see  our  afflicted  friends. 
Dr.  Wales  spoke  much  of  his  wife  &  of  her  anxiety  for  his  spiritual 
welfare,  &  of  her  example.  John  got  a  white  camellia  to  place  on 
her  dear  remains. 

Made  several  calls.  Saw  a  young  man  reading  a  book  from  which 
he  scarcely  raised  his  eyes  on  my  entrance,  nor  while  conversation 
was  going  on  round  him.  I  found  the  book  was  a  Bible — the  Douay 
version,  it  is  true,  quite  new  &  handsome,  with  his  name  in  gilt 
letters  on  the  cover.  He  was  probably  reading  it  for  the  first  time, 
having  progressed  but  a  few  pages  in  Genesis, — his  whole  counte¬ 
nance  brightened  with  its  new  disclosures.  Remarking  to  him  that 
I  had  seldom  seen  this  book  among  the  members  of  his  church,  he 
said,  “Yes,  it  is  too  little  read.  I  only  wish  I  could  understand  it.” 
Told  him  of  the  Psalmist’s  prayer,  “Lord,  open  Thou  mine 
eyes,”  &c. 

February  2d.  Buried  dear  Louisa  at  the  Wilmington  cemetery. 

February  yd.  Dr.  Wales  called  to  express  his  wish  to  come 
forward  to  the  communion  next  Sunday.  Truly  rejoiced  to  see  him 
take  his  affliction  in  this  way.  His  dear  wife  had  often  pressed  him 

1  This  inscription  is  quoted  exactly  as  it  appears  in  The  Diary.  The  tombstone  gives  it — 
“To  the  beloved  memory  Alexis  Irenee  du  Pont  Born  Feb.  14,  1816.  Born  again  of  water 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  July  4,  1852.  Departed  this  life  Aug.  23,  1857.” 

2  Daughter  of  Henry  Hedrick  Belin  and  Isabella  D’Andelot  Belin.  Married  Dr.  Joseph 
P.  Wales. 
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to  give  his  heart  to  the  Saviour,  &  on  her  death-bed  told  him  to 
meet  her  in  heaven,  saying  she  feared  she  had  not  been  sufficiently 
concerned  for  his  salvation.  Through  her  influence,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  their  married  life  he  had  conducted  family  worship. 

February  4th.  Went  to  see  Mrs.  Irenee  D.  P.1  in  her  affliction 
from  the  loss  of  her  father  &  mother,  dying  within  a  few  days  of 
each  other.  She  went  home  to  spend  Xmas,  &  buried  them  both 
before  she  returned.  Wrote  for  Sam2  to  come  down  &  be  with  us 
at  the  communion  on  Sunday. 

February  6th.  Snowing  &  raining  by  turns.  S.  School  at  8^2.  55 
at  the  communion,  two  of  them  new. — Dr.  Wales,  &  Mrs.  Irenee 
D.  P.  lately  come  to  this  neighborhood. 

February  12th.  Baptized  Dr.  Wales’  child,  “Henry  Belin” — the 
name  given  by  its  dear  mother. 

February  ijth.  Mary  Belin3  in  the  choir  to-day.  Admired  her  for 
it,  knowing  how  true  a  mourner  she  was  for  her  sister. 

March  6th.  S.  school  as  usual.  50  at  the  Communion.  Mrs.  Belin 
could  not  have  attended  in  her  weak  state,  but  for  the  short 
service.  Mr.  Fisher,  tutor  at  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.’s  .who  usually 
worships  here,  was  taken  to  town  that  he  might  not  witness  it. 
He  came  to  this  neighborhood  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Breck’s 
advertisement  for  an  ass’t  who  should  also  be  tutor  in  a  family. 
He  has  not  been  engaged  as  ass’t. 

March  6th  continued.  Our  bell  was  brought  out  yesterday,  &  is 
standing  in  the  vestibule.  It  weighs  1240  lbs.  It  has  on  it  Mrs. 
D.  P.’s  text — “Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  God  all  ye  lands.”  This 
is  the  third  bell  cast,  the  first  being  a  failure  (“lost”  as  they  term 
it,)  &  the  second  being  condemned  by  Mr.  Stotsonberg,  who  had 

1  Mrs.  Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont  (II),  nee  Charlotte  Shepard  Henderson  (1835-1877). 

2  Samuel  Crawford  Brinckle,  Jr.,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle. 

3  Daughter  of  Henry  Hedrick  Belin  and  Isabella  D’Andelot  Belin.  Married  Lammot 
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it  cast  in  Philad.  as  defective  in  tone,  having  too  little  tin  in  the 
composition.  Cast  by  Bernhard. 

March  8th.  E.1  came  from  Mr.  Belin's  with  the  news  that  the 
little  boy  died  in  her  arms  last  night. 

March  nth.  Letter  from  Mrs.  H.  M.  Ridgely  of  Dover — (Mrs. 
Chas.  D.  P/s  step-mother,)  anxious  that  something  should  be 
done  to  revive  the  church  there — that  though  a  Methodist  herself, 
she  desired  it  on  account  of  some  near  &  dear  to  her.  The  latter 
coming  at  this  junction  we  thought  Providential,  as  A.2  had  gone 
to  W.  to  see  the  Bp.  on  this  very  subject,  expecting  to  see  Mrs. 
Lincoln  next  week  in  Philad. 

March  27th.  S.  S.  &  church  as  usual.  Our  bell  was  rung  for  the 
first  time.  Attended  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Dalmas,3  Mrs.  Bauduy’s 
uncle  at  1  P.M. 

March  29th.  Went  5  miles  to  John  Reed's  to  baptize  a  sick  child. 
After  the  baptism  they  brought  two  other  children  to  be  baptized, 
&  I  had  to  go  over  the  Service  again,  not  trusting  to  any  grace  in 
the  water,  beyond  the  prayers  wh  accompanied  it.  I  simply 
omitted  the  Gospel  the  2d  time.  The  excuse  was  that  they  were 
going  to  move  some  10  miles  further  this  very  day,  &  the  house 
was  full  of  people,  a  scene  of  confusion.  One  of  the  children  tried 
to  get  the  bowl  of  water  in  which  it  was  to  be  baptized,  and  failing, 
broke  into  a  loud  cry.  I  had  a  long  ride  in  a  soaking  rain. 

April  jd.  A.2  had  a  note  from  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  suggesting 
Chas.  D.  P.,  Jr.,  for  one  of  the  vacancies  in  the  Vestry.  Should  be 
glad  to  have  him  in  with  Dr.  Wales. 

April  29th.  Met  Mr.  Charles  D.  P.  this  morning,  who  told  me  he 
had  procured  a  free  ticket  for  myself  &  Anna  to  Dover  &  back. 
This  we  shall  place  among  the  Providential  omens. 

1  Elizabeth  Gordon  Brinckle,  third  child  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle. 

2  Anna  Brinckle. 

3  Charles  Dalmas  (1777-1859),  brother  of  Madam  Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont  nee  Dalmas. 
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May  2d.  We  set  off  for  Dover  on  an  expedition  to  try  &  do 
something  for  the  church  there.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chas.  D.  P.  with  us. 
Rev.  Mr.  Grammer  joined  us  at  Smyrna.  Mrs.  Lincoln  prevented 
from  coming.  Occupied  all  the  afternoon  in  paying  visits  to  persons 
likely  to  be  interested  in  the  Church  Service  at  night  in  old  Christ 
Church,1  which  my  great,  great  grandfather1  had  founded  in  1704. 
I  read,  &  Mr.  Grammer  preached.  Congregation  better  than  we 
had  expected.  Before  dismissing  the  congregation  we  presented  the 
subject  of  our  errand,  viz.  to  re-organize  the  church.  And  it  was 
effected  very  satisfactorily,  a  Vestry  &  Wardens  being  appointed 
then  &  there,  wh  they  had  not  had  for  many  years.  Charles  D.  P. 
seemed  much  interested,  &  aided  materially.  The  appointments 
were  made  by  persons  rising  &  nominating,  &  no  one  objecting,  the 
individual  was  pronounced  elected.  May  the  good  Lord  prosper 
this  beginning.  We  had  of  course  some  prophesying  that  all  wd 
come  to  naught — perhaps  wishing  so. 

May  3d.  At  ten  o’clock  baptized  two  children  of  John  C.  Craig. 
Quite  a  congregation  collected,  to  whom  I  made  an  address.  The 
Sponsors  were  the  parents  &  Mrs.  S.  A.  Ridgely,  with  whom  we 
stayed,  &  who  helped  us  cordially  in  our  undertaking.  Service  at 
night  in  the  church.  Attendance  encouraging.  Went  thence  to  the 
consecration  of  Mr.  Grammer’s  Church,  Smyrna. 

May  8th.  Heard  that  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  &  her  tutor  have  had  a 
rupture.  It  seems  he  is  an  opium  eater.  He  preached  for  me  once. 
It  is  curious  that  the  three  unworthy  persons  who  have  preached 
for  me  within  about  two  years  have  all  been  from  that  house — 

1  See  Preface  to  The  Diary.  The  correct  date  is  probably  1705  although  no  documentary 
evidence  to  substantiate  the  claim  that  Thomas  Crawford  was  the  Founder  of  Christ 
Church,  Dover,  has  come  to  light  during  the  preparation  of  this  work.  It  would  seem  more 
in  keeping  to  describe  him  as  the  first  missionary  to  assist  in  the  organization  of  the  Parish 
at  Dover.  He  is  also  reputed  to  have  held  the  first  Church  of  England  Service  in  the  State 
of  Delaware.  This  claim  also  seems  to  be  without  foundation  of  fact.  The  Rev.  John  Yeo 
(1677)  and  the  Rev.  George  Ross  (1702)  antedated  him  in  the  above  respect  and  there  were 
probably  others. 
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Bronson,  Coleman,  &  this  man,  Fisher.  He  is  recently  from 
Canada.  He  was  sent  off  privately  two  days  ago. 

May  gth.  The  Bp.  held  a  Confirmation  at  Middletown  this  week. 
Mr.  Goldsborough  had  given  him  the  names  of  22  who  were  to  be 
confirmed,  but  after  hearing  the  Bp's  sermon,  only  11  came 
forward. 

Commenced  our  evening  services  to-night.  Rev.  M.  B.  Smith 
preached.  A  piece  of  stucco  fell  from  the  ceiling  &  struck  Mrs. 
Breck  on  the  head,  breaking  her  comb,  &  hurting  her  so  much 
that  she  had  to  leave  the  church. 

May  ijth.  Only  two  fair  days  for  our  services,  out  of  5,  but  the 
attendance  last  night  &  to-night  showed  what  it  wd  have  been  if 
weather  had  favored.  Spoke  to  Chas.  D.  P.  after  service,  &  he 
seemed  quite  affected.  O  that  the  Lord  may  incline  him  to  the 
choice  of  the  good  part!  Had  much  conversation  about  Dover 
yesterday,  when  at  Chas.  D.  P.'s  with  Mr.  Grammer.  It  was 
concluded  that  I  should  write  to  Mrs.  D.  P.'s  brother,  Dr.  Ridgely 
that  the  Rev.  M.  B.  Smith  wd  go,  if  called.  Wrote  to-day.  Sug¬ 
gested  that  as  Mr.  S.  is  single,  he  could  come  at  a  salary  of  $400 — 
50  of  wh  Mrs.  Charles  D.  P.  will  give.  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  sent  me 
15  dollars  to  pay  the  three  years'  indebtedness  of  one  of  Mr. 
Wright's  churches  to  the  Convention  fund,  to  enable  it  to  be 
represented  in  Convention. 

May  15th.  Bp.  Lee  confirmed  7  persons.  Several  whom  I  ex¬ 
pected  did  not  come  forward,  &  some  who  wd  have  come,  I  did 
not  encourage. 

Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  told  A.1  she  knew  of  $150  for  Dover  raised 
here.  This  leaves  only  $250  to  be  raised  there. 

May  19th.  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  told  me  she  had  a  note  from  Mrs. 
Charles  D.  P.  saying  her  brother,  Dr.  Ridgely,  had  written  that 
they  had  a  meeting  of  the  vestry,  &  had  raised  $150  and  that  some 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 
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thought  it  best  to  take  this  money  &  repair  the  church,  &  let  alone 
calling  a  Rector  for  the  present, — he  wished  to  know  what  his 
sister  thought  of  this.  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  united  with  me  in  opinion 
that  they  had  better  call  a  clergyman  &  have  the  gospel. 

May  20th.  Called  at  Mr.  Green’s  to  pay  for  a  load  of  hay  got  of 
him  the  other  day.  He  wd  take  nothing  for  it.  May  our  gracious 
Saviour  reward  him  for  his  kindness.  Anniversary  meeting  of  S.  S. 
teachers  at  4  P.M.  Present  Mrs.  Bauduy,  Mrs.  Smith,  Amanda 
Cornog,  Anna  &  Susan. 

May  22d.  My  usual  work  in  church  &  S.  school.  Shocked  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  Agatha  Borell,  sister  of  Mrs.  Charles  Wilson.  She 
was  sent  for  yesterday  to  make  the  shroud  of  a  person  deceased, 
&  while  thus  engaged  was  struck  with  death.  Two  of  her  sisters 
are  communicants  of  our  church,  but  this  one  was  a  zealous 
Romanist.  The  parents  are  not  much  more  than  nominal  Roman¬ 
ists,  &  the  children  often  came  to  our  church — this  one  among 
them  until  a  year  ago,  when  the  “Redemptorist  Fathers”  came  & 
stirred  up  the  Romanism  of  this  poor  girl.  Her  sisters  joining  our 
church  about  that  time,  she  tried  hard  to  obstruct  them,  but  her 
mother  interposed. 

May  27th.  Letter  from  Dr.  Ridgely  of  Dover,  of  a  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  character.  Truly  the  Lord  is  favoring  us  beyond  our  hopes. 
A.1  had  a  letter  from  Miss  Mary  D.  P.  in  N.  Y.  expressing  much 
interest  in  Dover  &  saying  she  will  contribute  to  the  melodeon. 

May  29th.  S.  school  as  usual,  &  catechised  the  children.  Rev. 
E.  M.  Van  Deusen,  who  is  a  guest  of  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  preached 
for  me.  Rev.  Mr.  Alsop  read  the  service.  He  had  come  out 
from  W.  &  I  should  have  liked  much  to  have  heard  him.  He  & 
Marshall  Smith  are  bosom  friends,  both  brought  in  from  the 
Quakers.  Have  baptized  54  persons  in  the  year  past. 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 
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June  1st.  Convention  at  Seaford.  At  8  o’clock  a  sort  of  quasi¬ 
prayer  meeting  at  wh  there  was  no  prayer  but  a  few  collects;  &  an 
address  by  Dr.  Clemson  &  one  by  the  Bp.  Mr.  Breck  remarked  of 
Dr.  C.’s  address,  that  any  one  not  knowing  the  character  of  our 
Convention  wd  suppose  from  it  that  it  was  a  collection  of  rowdies 
ag’t  whom  we  had  to  be  cautioned.  Clerical  vote  in  Convention 
decided  by  Mr.  Slack  of  Newark,  who  held  the  balance,  &  went  as 
I  expected,  though  he  had  given  assurances  to  the  contrary  to  the 
Bp.  &  Mr.  Curtis  the  night  before.  The  best  thing  was  Clemson’s 
loss  of  caste  with  his  friends,  &  deprivation  of  his  Ecclesiastical 
preferments,  wh  touched  him  to  the  quick.  This  he  expressed  in 
some  remarks.  Christ  Ch.  Dover  was  represented  first  time  for 
many  years.  A  year  ago,  at  the  last  Convention  this  ch.  was  pro¬ 
nounced  hopelessly  dead.  Clemson  offered  a  resolution  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  3,  (designating  the  persons,  all  high  church)  should  take 
charge  with  power  to  sell  “Little  Grace,”  Church,  Brandywine  Hd. 
This  passed  with  the  exception  of  the  latter  part.  The  fact  is,  this 
was  an  enfringement  of  the  Bp.’s  prerogative,  wh  he  should  have 
resisted.  The  Bp.  said  there  was  some  prospect  of  the  resuscitation 
of  that  church,  as  a  gentleman  from  W.  had  lately  removed  to  its 
neighbour-hood.  I  have  been  trying  lately  to  get  attention  to  this 
ch.  with  a  view  to  making  it  a  Miss,  station. 

June  2d.  Returned  home;  Mr.  Fell1  thanked  me  for  the  gratifica¬ 
tion  of  this  trip,  as  he  said  I  had  induced  his  appointment  as 
delegate.  In  return  I  thanked  him  for  his  inauguration  as  a  worker 
in  the  Diocese. 

Heard  of  the  safe  return  of  our  dear  friend  Capt.  D.  P.  Thank 
God!  Mr.  V.  D.’s  sermon  did  not  give  satisfaction  here,  being 
thought  cold  &  very  deficient  in  Gospel  truth.  Mrs.  D.  P.  thinks 
he  is  fishing  for  St.  Peter’s,  Philad. 

Sent  some  roses  to  Mrs.  J.  P.  Comegys  of  Dover  to  plant  on  her 
uncle  J.  M.  Clayton’s  grave. 

1  Franklin  Fell  (1814-1875)  of  Faulkland,  New  Castle  County,  Delaware,  prominent 
layman  as  was  also  his  son  William  Jenks  Fell.  They  were  parishioners  of  St.  James  Church, 
Stanton,  Delaware. 
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June  12th.  Being  Whitsunday,  had  the  full  service.  64  at  the 
table,  7  of  them  new,  being  all  who  were  confirmed  lately.  Col. 
for  repairs  of  Christ  Ch.  Dover  $51.73.  By  resolution  of  Conven¬ 
tion  all  the  churches  were  requested  to  collect  for  this. 

June  16th.  Letter  from  Mr.  Allee  of  Dover  enclosing  a  call  to 
Rev.  M.  B.  Smith,  Bp.  Lee’s  assistant,  to  the  rectorship  of  that 
ch — to  take  charge  in  Sept.  next. 

June  19th.  S.  S.  &  church  as  usual.  Our  dear  friend  Capt.  D.  P. 
out  morning  &  afternoon.  Had  thanksgiving  for  safe  return  from 
sea.  Has  been  2  years  absent  in  China  &  Japan.  What  changes 
since  he  was  last  with  us!  Poor  Alexis  D.  P.  gone,  &  their  uncle, 
Mr.  Dalmas,  and  dear  Louisa,  who  was  taken  from  us  in  all  her 
loveliness.  Fanny  D.  P.  gave  Anna,  without  being  asked,  $5  for 
the  Melodeon  for  Christ  Ch.  Dover.  This  makes  $ 60 .  A  Dover 
paper  gives  as  an  item  of  news,  the  call  of  Mr.  Smith,  &  the 
intention  of  giving  the  church  a  thorough  repair  at  a  cost  of  $1000. 
Also  an  advertisement  for  the  sale  of  the  glebe  for  a  term  of  years 
for  $200  per  annum  to  the  bidder  for  the  shortest  lease.  Being 
church  property,  it  is  stated,  there  will  be  no  taxes.  This  glebe  has 
been  held  since  1704  &  the  first  church  was  erected  there.  Here 
my  mother’s  uncle,  Caesar  Rodney  was  buried. 

June  30th.  Paid  10  visits — one  to  Mrs.  Chas.  D.  P.  who  has 
lost  her  sister,  Mrs.  Williamina  Johnson.  Know  not  when  I  have 
felt  anything  so  much.  What  a  consolation  to  think  she  has  gone 
to  join  the  blood-washed  throng! 

August  3th.  Letter  from  Mrs.  Lincoln,  now  in  England,  author¬ 
izing  A.1  to  draw  on  her  agent  in  Philad.  for  $25  for  Dover  church, 
to  be  used  as  we  think  best.  We  shall  probably  devote  it  to  repairs. 

August  yth.  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  told  me  she  was  expecting  at  her 
house  to-day  an  Assistant  to  Rev.  Mr.  Parker,  whose  health  is 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 
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broken  down.  The  Ass't  will  take  the  place  of  Mr.  Fisher  in  her 
family.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  N.Y.  Sem.  by  the  name  of  Chrystal. 

August  14th.  A.1  had  a  note  from  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  referring  to  a 
tract  lately  published  by  the  “Ch.  Book  Society/'  entitled,  “How 
our  church  was  builded,"  to  wh  A.1  had  called  her  attention.  She 
says  it  was  written  by  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  with  some  assistance,  & 
that  it  professes  to  tell  how  Christ  Ch.  Christiana  Hd.  &  St. 
John's,  Brandywine  were  built,  &  in  so  doing,  gives  the  entire 
credit  to  two  persons,  Alexis  &  Dr.  Smith — their  names  not  men¬ 
tioned;  but  otherwise  sufficiently  indicated.  To  put  the  matter 
beyond  question,  Alexis'  name  is  mentioned  in  the  advertisement 
of  the  book.  This  tract  I  suppose  is  the  substitute  for  the  life  of 
Alexis  wh  the  family  prevented  her  from  publishing. 

August  24th.  Note  of  thanks  from  Mrs.  Bauduy,  for  my  offering 
on  her  birthday — a  rose,  “Souvenir  d'un  Ami."  It  was  in  bloom, 
&  she  says  nothing  could  be  handsomer  than  the  delicate  pink  of 
the  flowers,  nor  more  precious  than  its  name. 

September  18th.  Mrs.  S.  F.  D.  P.'s  birthday.  Sent  her  a  rose  as 
a  remembrance. 

October  2d.  The  1st  Monday  in  Oct.  has  been  fixed  upon  by  a 
movement  of  5  Evangelical  bodies  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  Xn 
union,  the  wonderful  Revival  &  daily  prayer-meetings  having 
led  to  it.  It  is  not  expedient  to  have  a  special  service  here,  I  there¬ 
fore  preached  on  that  subject  to-day  from  Eph.  iv.  3,  and  urged 
that  in  all  our  approaches  to  a  mercy-seat,  whether  socially  or 
privately,  this  sd  be  remembered.  Noticed  it  from  the  desk  morn¬ 
ing  &  afternoon.  Some  of  our  Evangelical  clergy  heeded  the  call. 
Rev.  Dr.  Leyburn,  Editor  of  the  “Presbyterian,"  (O.S.)  had  his 
name  crossed  out,  some  of  his  friends  having  objected. 

October  7th.  Mrs.  Wm.  Breck  (Capt.  D.  P.’s  niece)  called  to  say 
good  bye.  Removing  to  Scranton.  She  will  be  a  great  loss  to  our 
church. 


1  Anna  Brinckle. 
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October  12th .  Married  in  Christ  Ch.  Wm.  Allison  &  Jane  Simp¬ 
son,  two  of  our  Sunday  scholars. 

Wrote  to  Rev.  M.  B.  Smith  at  Dover,  enclosing  the  $85  for  a 
musical  instrument. 

October  14th.  Went  to  see  “Calvary  Chapel.’’  The  last  time  I 
went  there  was  to  “set  the  ball  in  motion.”  To-day  they  were 
plastering  it. 

October  22d.  Explosion  of  mills,  killing  William  Moran  &  five1 
others  instantly. 

October  25th.  Gen.  Convention  adjourned  on  Saturday.  House 
of  Bps.  declined  to  reconsider  the  “liturgical  relaxation.”  Judge 
Chambers  moved  to  take  it  up  at  the  next  Gen.  Con.  but  on  mo¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Vinton  it  was  laid  on  the  table.  This  was  the 
grand  high  Ch.  measure,  &  the  result  was  unexpected.  Mr.  Breck 
had  told  me  confidently  that  the  whole  thing  wd  be  thrown  back 
on  us  at  this  Convention. 

December  6th.  Examination  of  Rev.  Marshall  Smith  for  Priest’s 
orders.  A  little  incident  occurred.  I  asked  him  how  he  interpreted 
the  VI  of  John — whether  he  thought  it  referred  to  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  He  said  he  did  not  so  regard  it — that  the  Lord’s  Supper 
was  not  instituted  at  that  time — that  the  eating  &  drinking  was 
spiritual.  I  remarked  that  the  Romish  view  was  contrary.  When 
it  came  to  Mr.  Breck’s  turn  he  asked  Mr.  S.  if  only  Romanists 
took  that  view.  To  wh  Mr.  S.  replied  that  the  Tractarians  took 
that  view.  This  completely  shut  up  Mr.  B.  I  then  remarked  that 
in  the  question  I  had  in  view  Cardinal  Wiseman’s  treatise,  &  the 
reply  to  it  by  Dr.  Turner  of  the  Gen.  Theo.  Seminary.  Mr.  Smith, 
in  speaking  of  it  afterwards,  said  he  had  a  great  mind  to  tell  Mr.  B. 
that  Dr.  Turner’s  book  was  a  text-book  in  the  Seminary. 

December  10th.  Replied  to  Charles  I.  D.  P.  Jrs.  kind  note  wh 
accompanied  a  present  of  a  self-registering  thermometer. 

1  Eight  men,  including  Moran  were  killed  in  this  explosion  which  occurred  October  20, 
1859.  See  Explosion  Record. 
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December  nth.  Exchanged  with  Mr.  Parker.  The  seats  at 
St.  John's  are  free,  &  it  costs  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  $70  per  month. 

December  19th.  Thomas  Johnson  called,  Mr.  Conly's  brother- 
in-law.  Said  he  had  a  plan  of  raising  a  subscription  to  have  the 
Parish  Visitor  put  in  each  pew  of  our  church.  Had  mentioned  it  to 
Fanny  D.  P.  who  approved.  I  am  truly  rejoiced  at  it. 

December  22d.  Church  dressing  all  finished  in  time  for  the  wed¬ 
ding  of  James  Hunter  &  Ellen  M'Cune.  It  looked  exceedingly 
well.  All  the  lighting  arrangements  made,  as  we  propose  having 
service  Christmas  night.  Charles  I.  D.  P.  Jr.  &  Dr.  Wales  as¬ 
sisted.  Half  an  hour  before  the  ceremony  in  the  church,  baptized 
2  children  of  Thomas  Burns. 

December  25th.  This  year  Sunday  &  Christmas  coincide.  S.  S.  at 
8^2  o'clock.  Annual  collection  for  the  poor  at  the  Communion. 
Afterwards  buried  Robt.  Beatty's  child  at  Mt.  Salem.  Service  at 
night  on  acc’t  of  our  having  full  service  in  the  morning.  Fine 
congregations. 

December  Jist.  Gave  Harry  Belin1  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
Rev.  Edwin  Harwood  of  N.  Haven.  Thus  ends  a  year  full  of 
mercy  &  loving  kindness. 

1860 

* 

January  1st.  Opened  S.  S.  as  usual.  The  contribution  for  the  year 
was  $  16 — a  little  advance  on  the  last.  Willy2  received  a  beautiful 
pocket  Bible  inwh  is  inscribed:  “  Christ  Ch.  Sunday  school,  Jan.  1st, 
i860.  This  book  was  sent  by  a  former  scholar,  Mr.  John  Lowry 
of  N.  Y.  to  be  given  to  the  most  diligent  scholar  during  the  year." 

January  15th.  Capt.  D.  P.  spoke  of  having  a  Vestry  meeting. 
Told  him  steps  sd  be  taken  towards  our  being  incorporated; — 
that  our  Articles  of  Association  were  only  a  temporary  expedient, 
&  the  number  of  Vestry  purposely  small  because  it  was  hard  to 

1  Henry  H.  Belin,  Jr.  (1843-1918). 

2  William  Rumsey  Brinckle. 
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find  suitable  men, — that  we  should  increase  the  number,  &  that 
this  wd  enable  us  to  put  Chas.  D.  P.  Jr.  in.  He  asked  if  our  not 
having  a  title  to  the  ground  wd  be  an  obstacle.  I  told  him,  not  to 
chartering,  but  to  Consecration. 

Christ  Ch.  Dover  is  to  be  opened  for  service  to-day, — first  time 
since  its  renovation. 

January  20th.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  D.  P.  went  to  Dover,  to 
attend  Church  there.  The  Rector,  Rev.  M.  B.  Smith  preached 
from  the  text  “Reverence  my  sanctuary.” 

January  22d.  Prevented  by  a  bad  cold  &  loss  of  voice  from 
pulpit  duties.  Never  but  once  before  in  a  ministry  of  nearly  42 
years  have  I  had  to  give  up  an  appointment  on  acc’t  of  indis¬ 
position.  Rev.  Mr.  Strong,  the  Bp.’s  ass’t,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Chrystal 
preached  for  me.  Had  the  Parish  Visitor  distributed  in  the  pews 
to-day. 

January  23d .  Capt.  D.  P.  called.  Asked  me  if  I  thought  desirable 
that  the  debt  on  our  church  should  be  paid  off*.  I  said  it  would.  He 
said  he  &  Mrs.  Bauduy  &  Mrs.  Smith  wd  pay  it.  We  had  a  laugh 
over  Mr.  Chrystal’s  going  to  St.  George’s  on  Sunday  week,  &  Mrs. 
Alexis  D.  P.  sending  down  a  parcel  of  copies  of  the  abridged 
Service  in  pamphlet  form. 

January  29th.  Did  not  get  to  S.  school,  but  was  able  to  preach, 
&  at  the  close  of  the  day  felt  improved  by  the  exercise.  At  family 
worship  this  morning  was  struck  with  appropriateness  of  the 
Psalm  in  course, — the  lxxxiv,  “How  amiable,”  &c. 

January  30th.  A.1  had  a  good  deal  of  talk  with  Mrs.  Bauduy 
about  the  proposed  reading  room.  Mrs.  B.  &  sisters  are  strongly 
in  favor  of  erecting  a  building  on  purpose,  &  say  the  money  will 
be  forthcoming. 

February  8th.  Saw  Capt.  D.  P.  for  a  few  moments.  He  was  going 
to  the  Bishop’s,  to  give  him  $100  towards  Mr.  Marshall’s  salary, 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 
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(which,  by  the  way,  Mrs.  D.  P.  has  been  doing,  ever  since  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  diocese,)  &  also  $100  for  Marshall  Smith.  Spent 
the  day  in  parochial  visits,  not  stopping  for  dinner.  Called  at  poor 
old  James  Mullin’s,  who  is  very  low.  I  did  not  expect  to  see  him. 
His  children  are  all  Protestants,  as  was  their  mother,  but  shortly 
after  her  death  he  relapsed  into  Romanism  tho’  he  had  not  gone 
there  for  many  years,  nor  indeed  anywhere.  I  always  thought  the 
mistake  she  made  was  in  not  trying  to  induce  him  to  go  further, 
&  take  the  positive  stand  with  her,  but  she  feared  it  wd  stir  up 
more  decided  Romanism.  Thus  we  spoil  everything  by  our  want 
of  faith.  On  one  occasion  since  his  illness,  when  I  had  prayed  with 
him,  he  took  up  one  of  his  Romish  books  &  read  it  diligently,  &  it 
was  noticed  that  the  place  he  was  reading  was  something  provided 
as  an  offset  to  heretical  prayers  &  teaching. 

February  13th.  Took  tea  at  the  Bp/s  with  Rev.  Mr.  Heather, 
deputy  from  the  Society  for  Irish  Church  Missions,  &  heard  him 
give  an  account  of  the  great  Reformation  in  progress  there.  Mr. 
Breck  asked  him  if  there  were  any  Tractarians  in  Ireland.  He 
said  he  knew  but  three  &  they  were  men  of  no  influence,  though 
one  was  senior  fellow  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  He  said,  “I  see 
the  I.H  S  in  some  of  your  low  churches.  We  never  see  that  in  our 
country.  If  a  Rector  were  to  put  that  up,  his  church-warden  wd 
smash  it  before  his  eyes.”  He  told  of  a  clergyman  who  coming  to 
a  new  charge,  preached  in  his  hood,  which  is  an  academic  badge. 
The  people,  taking  it  for  something  Romish,  remonstrated;  and 
he  said,  if  it  gave  offence  he  wd  never  wear  it  again. 

Mrs.  Capt.  D.  promised  me  $20  towards  a  horse  &  carriage  for 
Mr.  Marshall,  &  her  two  sisters  each  $20.  This  will  go  towards 
supplying  a  want  wh  is  necessary  for  the  efficiency  of  his  ministry. 
He  seems  in  a  fair  way  of  doing  good.  It  was  through  my  per¬ 
suasions  that  he  gave  up  his  connection  with  Mr.  Clennens  (?) 
school  at  Claymont  and  came  to  live  among  his  people.  I  told  him 
to  trust  God  &  do  his  work  earnestly,  &  he  wd  be  provided  for.  Mr. 
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Fell  has  given  $25  towards  the  carriage.  There  was  also  a  surprise 
party  at  his  house  lately,  at  wh  among  other  things  he  received 
a  purse  with  $80. 

Went  to  see  Mrs.  Charles  Green,  sick.  Her  husband’s  mother 
told  me  the  Priests  have  concocted  a  Will  for  James  Mullin,  who 
has  $ 6000  in  the  office.  The  old  lady  is  a  sister-in-law  of  Mullin, 
&  was  once  a  R.  C.  but  not  so  now. 

February  26th.  At  S.  school  to-day,  wh  I  have  not  been  since  the 
22d  of  January,  when  unable  to  go  to  church.  Capt.  D.  P.  spoke 
to  me  of  the  proposed  Missionary  Society  of  the  Evangelical  party, 
of  wh  the  Bp.  had  told  him.  Hence  I  was  not  surprised  to  find  him 
in  the  objective,  as  the  Bp.  is  constitutionally  cautious  of  any¬ 
thing  aggressive.  So  is  the  Capt.  but  both  will  come  in,  in  the  end — 
the  Capt.  first,  however.  This  new  measure,  so  much  doubted  by 
our  faint  hearted  friends,  will  in  years  to  come,  be  seen  to  be  the 
measure  of  the  age,  from  its  immense  bearing  on  the  Redeemer’s 
Kingdom.  I  believe  it  is  destined  to  hold,  by  Divine  favor,  the 
same  place  in  our  Church  here  that  the  “Church  Missionary 
Society”  holds  in  the  Church  of  England. 

March  nth.  Glad  to  hear  Capt.  D.  P.  say  he  now  thoroughly 
sympathised  with  the  new  Missionary  movement. 

March  2jth.  Mrs.  H.  D.  P.  spoke  to  me  of  her  daughter  Ellen’s1 
wish  to  be  Confirmed.  Said  she  had  expressed  such  a  wish  last 
year,  but  that  she  did  not  encourage  it  because  she  thought  in¬ 
fluences  were  brought  to  bear  upon  her  (those  of  her  cousin  Fanny) 
— that  this  was  not  the  case  now.  She  has  been  attending  Dr. 
Stevens’  lectures  on  Confirmation.  Will  be  at  home  in  the  Easter 
holidays,  when  she  wishes  me  to  see  her.  Conversed  with  two  of 
Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.’s  domestics  &  had  prayer  with  them — Alice 
Mullin,  &  a  cook  who  has  lately  come — an  Irish  woman  who  had 
belonged  to  the  Bible  class  of  Lady  Powers’  court.  She  is  a  Com¬ 
municant. 

1  Ellen  Eugenia  du  Pont  (1843-1907)  married  Alexander  Duer  Irving  (1842-1910). 
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March  29th.  A.1  wrote  to  Dr.  Andrews  to  suggest  an  invitation 
to  Capt.  D.  P.  to  attend  the  Evangelical  gathering  in  N.Y.  on  the 
nth  prox.  She  had  a  long  argument  with  the  Bp.  on  the  question 
of  the  new  Missionary  Society  in  contemplation,  to  wh  he  is  de¬ 
cidedly  opposed. 

James  Mullin's  will  bears  evidence  of  having  been  gotten  up  by 
the  Priest,  &  that  lay  Jesuit  Peter  Brennan.  Besides  a  large  be¬ 
quest  to  the  church  there  is  provision  for  a  7  dollar  mass  to  be 
said  every  day  this  week.  The  D.P.s  are  thoroughly  disgusted. 
Capt.  D.  P.  asked  P.  Brennan  whether  he  or  the  Priest  made  old 
James'  Will  to  wh  he  replied,  Neither,  and  that  as  a  mark  of  con¬ 
sideration  to  his  children,  they  wd  let  them  choose  the  tomb-stone 
&  inn  railing  for  his  grave. 

April  8th.  Easter  day .  So  stormy  we  did  not  get  to  S.  S.  33  at 
the  Communion.  So  dark  that  I  could  not  even  see  to  read  my 
text,  &  did  not  take  my  sermon  out  of  my  pocket — trusting  to 
memory.  Afternoon  congregation  very  much  affected  by  a  funeral 
&  the  weather.  In  the  storm  this  morning  a  tree  was  struck  on 
our  place. 

April  9th.  Called  to  see  Ellen  D.  P.  Had  prayer  with  her. 

April  nth.  At  8  this  evening  the  great  Evangelical  meeting 
takes  place  in  N.Y.  at  the  Ch.  of  the  Ascension — to  consider  the 
return  to  the  Voluntary  principle  in  conducting  Missions.  May 
the  Holy  Spirit  be  with  them,  &  take  from  them  a  man-fearing 
spirit,  &  enable  them  to  see  everything  in  the  light  of  truth,  & 
order  the  result  for  the  glory  of  Xt  &  the  extension  of  His  Km. 
Amen! 

April  joth.  First  evening  of  our  week  of  service.  Dr.  Suddards 
with  me.  Had  a  little  meeting  for  prayer  &  exhortation  in  the 
afternoon.  Dr.  S.  preached  at  night.  Messrs  Parker  &  Chrystal  in 
the  congregation. 

1  Anna  Brinckl6. 


THE  DIARY 


147 


i860 

May  1st.  Rev.  Mr.  Grammer.  Prayer  meeting  at  the  school 
house,  &  service  at  night.  Capt.  D.  P.  out  on  both  occasions. 
Weather  very  bad. 

May  2d.  Mr.  Grammer  still  with  us.  The  Bp.  was  to  have 
preached  to-night,  but  as  it  was  so  rainy,  sent  him  word  not  to 
come. 

May  yd.  Rev.  Marshall  Smith  &  M.  Alsop  with  us.  The  latter 
preached  and  Mr.  S.  exhorted. 

May  4ih.  Rev.  M.  B.  Smith  preached,  Mr.  Parker  reading  for 
him.  With  the  exception  of  2  rainy  nights,  we  have  had  a  large 
attendance  all  the  week. 

May  6th.  Two  of  Mrs.  Alexis’  daughters,  Irene  &  Eleuthera  con¬ 
firmed  at  St.  John’s. 

May  13th.  The  Bp.  preached  &  confirmed  10  persons.  Large 
attendance  in  spite  of  the  weather.  Had  the  first  news  of  the 
second  Evangelical  meeting  in  N.  Y.  from  the  Bp.  He  says  they 
formed  a  Society.  Laus  Deo!  I  told  him,  with  regard  to  his  opposi¬ 
tion  &  that  of  Bps.  M’llvaine,  Bedell  &  others,  that  it  was  nothing 
new.  A  few  resolute  persons  always  had  to  initiate  a  new  step  & 
demonstrate  its  practicability  &  then  others  wd  fall  in.  So  it  was 
with  the  old  Miss.  &  Ed.  Society  of  Pa.  of  wh  my  excellent  father- 
in-law1  was  president,  &  wh  became  so  great  an  engine  for  good — 
owning  the  Ep.  Recorder  &  originating  the  Self-supporting 
school.  It  began  in  Dr.  Boyd’s  study  with  only  half  a  dozen 
persons.  This  Society  in  the  height  of  its  usefulness  was  broken  up 
by  Bp.  Onderdonk’s  excluding  its  Missionaries  from  seats  in 
Convention.  My  remarks  evidently  had  a  good  effect  on  the  Bp. 
He  was  thus  with  the  E.  K.  S.2  Now  he  is  warm  in  its  favor. 

1  John  Rumsey. 

2  Evangelical  Knowledge  Society. 
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May  1 6th.  A.1  &  myself,  with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  D.  P.  & 
daughter  &  Mrs.  S.  F.  D.  P.  went  to  Dover  to  be  present  at  the 
consecration  of  Christ  Church. 

May  ijth.  Ascension  day.  A  finer  day  for  the  solemnities  cd  not 
have  been.  The  attendance  was  very  large.  The  Bp.’s  sermon 
contained  a  history  of  the  church  from  its  foundation  in  1704 
(1705  ?)  by  Rev.  Thomas  Crawford,2  mentioning  that  a  lineal 
descendent  of  his  was  the  senior  Presbyter  in  the  diocese, — that 
among  its  Rectors  was  Rev.  Ch.  Inglis,  afterwards  Rector  of 
Trinity  Ch.  N.  Y.  who,  going  to  Nova  Scotia  at  the  Revolution, 
was  made  Bp.3  Another,  Rev.  Dr.  Magaw,  was  afterwards  Rector 
of  St.  Paul’s,  Philad.  The  Bp.  spoke  of  the  long  years  of  hopeless 
depression  from  wh  this  ch.  was  now  wonderfully  raised — but  the 
sermon  will  be  printed.  There  were  10  Episcopal  clergymen  present. 
I  assisted  in  the  Com.  to  wh  the  Bp.  distinctly  invited  Christians 
of  other  denominations.  In  the  afternoon  Rev.  Dr.  Suddards 
preached.  The  sermon  took  50  minutes,  &  few  cd  have  wished  it 
shorted.  There  was  much  disappointment  that  the  services  were 
not  continued  to-night  &  to-morrow.  Gas  has  been  introduced  in 
Dover,  &  in  renewing  the  ch.  an  eye  was  had  to  this,  but  the  con¬ 
nection  has  not  yet  been  made.  This  church  of  my  earliest  recol¬ 
lections,  now  a  century  &  a  quarter  old,  in  wh  my  ancestors 
worshipped  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  is  so  reno¬ 
vated  as  scarcely  to  be  the  same.  I  have  long  striven  for  this, 
feeling  its  peculiar  claims  on  me.  To  my  gracious  Saviour  be  all 
the  glory. 

May  19th.  Annual  meeting  of  S.  S.  teachers  at  our  school  house. 
Present  Mrs.  Bauduy,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Smith,  Fanny,  Irene  &  Louisa 
du  Pont,  Amanda  Cornog,  Anna,  Elizabeth  &  myself. 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 

2  See  footnote  under  May  2,  1859. 

3  The  first  English  Bishop  outside  of  the  British  Isles. 
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May  20th.  Discovered  after  church  this  afternoon  that  the 
plated  Communion  set  had  been  stolen,  &  also  my  black  gown. 
Had  missed  the  latter  last  Sunday,  but  supposed  some  kind  friend 
had  taken  it  with  a  view  to  a  new  one.  It  was  presented  to  me  by 
some  friends  in  Grace  Church  in  1833.  The  thieves  will  find  them¬ 
selves  disappointed.  The  offertory  plates  &  baptismal  bowl  were 
taken  also.  The  sexton's  wife  had  probably  taken  the  surplices  to 
be  washed,  as  they  were  not  stolen. 

June  3d.  Noticed  in  the  Sp.  of  Missions  an  acknowledgement  of 
$40  accredited  to  ladies  of  Christ  Ch.  Christiana  Hd.  for  Bp.  Lay. 
I  presume  it  is  of  Mrs.  E.  D.  Smith’s  collecting.  Wore  my  new 
black  gown  presented  by  the  ladies  of  the  congregation. 

June  6th.  Convention  at  Middletown.  We  were  in  the  majority 
by  the  absence  of  Mr.  M’Kim.  Some  one  on  the  high  ch.  side 
noticed  the  omission  of  the  business  of  committee  on  Grace  Ch. 
I  replied  that  it  was  intentional — that  it  was  an  invasion  of  the 
Bp.’s  prerogative,  wh  was  a  bad  precedent.  They  growled  about 
it  but  were  afraid  to  bring  it  to  issue.  So  the  Com.  fell,  by  non¬ 
election. 

June  6th  Continued.  My  delegates  were  Dr.  Wales  &  C.  I.  D.P. 
Jr. — their  first  Convention. 

June  13th.  A  letter  from  Dr.  Ridgely  of  Dover  informing  me  of 
Rev.  M.  B.  Smith’s  intended  resignation  on  acc’t  of  ill  health,  & 
asking  my  cooperation  with  the  Bp.  to  get  them  a  suitable  suc¬ 
cessor — a  low  churchman.  Says  the  Vestry  regarding  me  as  the 
most  active  of  their  friends,  have  asked  him  to  correspond  with  me. 

June  22nd.  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  writes  that  he  has  recommended 
Rev.  G.  A.  Latimer  for  Dover.  I  had  mentioned  Rev.  G.  A.  Strong. 
Constitution  of  the  new  Society  appears  in  the  Prot.  Churchman. 
Its  name  is  happily  chosen — “The  American  Church  Missionary 
Society.”  Bp.  Eastburn  has  given  in  his  adhesion  in  a  letter 
expressing  his  “cordial  approval.”  He  is  the  first  accession  from 
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the  Episcopal  ranks.  We  shall  see  who  will  be  the  next.  Quite  a 
list  of  contributions  in  the  same  paper.  May  the  Lord  prosper  it! 

July  13th .  Dr.  Andrews  writes  that  3  fourths  of  the  Evangelical 
body  belong  to  the  Society,  &  that  if  Bp.  Lee  will  apply  to  it  for 
assistance  it  will  be  granted  at  once. 

July  23d.  Mrs.  D.  P.  seemed  very  much  frightened  at  my  inten¬ 
tion  of  taking  up  a  collection  for  the  Church  Miss.  Soc. — & 
intimated  that  her  sisters  &  other  relatives  might  not  be  prepared 
for  such  a  movement, — suggested  the  Bp/s  opposition  too.  Told 
her  the  connection  of  our  Diocese  with  it  was  vital — that  the  Bp. 
wd  in  the  end,  come  in,  &  that  meantime,  he  wd  have  no  objection 
to  my  moving  in  the  matter. 

July  23th.  Marshall  Smith  told  me  he  had  been  thinking  of  Rev. 
Mr.  White  for  Dover.  Told  him  of  Capt.  D.  P/s  proposition  to 
add  $100  to  the  salary  given  by  the  Vestry.  Mr.  Grammer  will 
keep  up  service  every  Sunday  afternoon  till  some  one  is  found. 

July  28th.  In  announcing  the  collection  for  next  Sunday,  made 
an  earnest  appeal  for  greater  liberality  in  the  cause  of  Missions, 
&  gave  an  account  in  brief,  of  the  new  Society,  named  for  the 
great  Miss.  Soc.  in  our  Mother  Church  of  Eng.  &  taking  it  for  its 
model — being  like  it,  on  the  voluntary  principle. 

August  1st.  Marshall  Smith  writes  that  Rev.  Mr.  Franklin 
recommended  Lauderback  of  Iowa  to  the  church  at  Dover,  but 
they  disregarded  it  &  called  Mr.  White,  asst,  at  Grace  Ch.  Philad. 
He  is  “a  good  man  &  true.”  Paid  20  visits  this  morning.  Called  at 
Joseph  Morrisson’s,  &  pressed  them  much  in  regard  to  their 
religious  duties,  particularly  as  connected  with  the  training  of 
their  children.  Their  eldest  son  John,  a  boy  of  12  was  present. 
This  afternoon  he  was  drowned  in  the  Brandywine. 

August  2d.  Called  at  the  two  Murphys,  father  &  son.  The  former 
is  81  years  old.  First  visit  to  these  places. 
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August  5th.  Did  not  go  to  S.  S.  this  morning.  Collection  for 
C.  M.  S.  $31.12,  to  which  Capt.  D.  P.  will  add  $100  to  constitute 
me  a  life  member. 

August  13th.  Circular  from  the  “committee  on  endowment  of 
the  Episcopate”  stating  that  they  have  apportioned  the  $1,000 
they  resolved  to  raise,  according  to  the  supposed  ability  of  the 
parishes,  &  that  our  assessment  will  be  $150,  wh  they  wish  me  to 
raise  in  any  way  I  can.  In  addition  to  this  we  have  the  annual 
assessment  for  Bp.  Lee — $54  this  year.  The  two  assessments  wd 
make  the  whole  sum  from  the  diocese  $2,227.  Now  if  such  a  sum 
could  be  raised,  why  not  make  the  Episcopate  at  once  independent 
of  a  parochial  charge,  instead  of  keeping  it  to  feather  a  nest  for 
some  high  ch.  Bp.  ?  Some  time  when  Bp.  Lee  is  laboring  under  a 
cold  such  as  he  had  two  Winters  ago,  &  when  they  find  themselves 
in  the  majority,  they  will  spring  the  subject  of  an  Ass’t  Bp.  upon 
us.  I  shall  not  move  a  finger  in  the  matter.  Bp.  Lee  is  expressly 
excluded  from  the  benefit  of  this  fund. 

August  27th.  In  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Fell  on  Diocesan 
affairs,  he  expressed  himself  indignantly  at  Dr.  Clemson’s  bring¬ 
ing  Hotchkiss  into  the  diocese — that  it  was  purely  to  get  another 
high  ch.  vote — he  not  needing  an  assistant. 

August  29th.  Letter  from  Dr.  Suddards  saying  his  ass’t  Mr. 
White  has  never  received  the  call  sent  him  from  Dover,  &  that  it 
is  important  to  move  in  the  matter,  as  strong  efforts  are  making  to 
get  young  Clemson  there.  He  preached  there  last  Sunday. 

September  4th.  The  Evangelical  missionary  movement  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  tell,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  falling  off  of  collections  for  the 
Dom.  Committee.  In  reading  the  Report  of  Bp.  Whipple  I  no¬ 
tice  this  language:  “Among  these  people  are  some  educated  among 
the  Romanists  &  the  Protestant  sects ,  yet  all  urged  me  to  aid  in 
planting  the  Church,  &  expressed  the  desire  to  make  it  their 
home.”  This  is  the  constant  language  of  their  Missionaries  in 
regard  to  other  Christian  bodies,  wh  has  prevented  me  from  cir- 
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culating  the  “Sp.  of  Missions.”  The  publications  of  the  Foreign 
branch  are  bound  up  with  it,  so  that  I  cannot  circulate  them 
without  the  other,  &  have  to  let  both  go,  trusting  to  the  weekly 
religious  papers  for  the  republication  of  what  is  most  interesting 
in  the  Foreign  Reports. 

September  ijth.  Rev.  Mr.  Cooper  told  me  John  Colton  Smith, 
&  not  Dr.  Howe,  wrote  the  article  in  the  “Review”  ag’t  the  Ch. 
Miss.  Society.  Said  he  did  not  consider  him  an  Evangelical  man 
though  called  to  the  Ch.  of  the  Ascension  under  that  impression. 
Dr.  Andrews  writes  that  Dr.  Smith  is  the  author  of  every  article 
that  has  appeared  ag’t  it  except  one. 

September  15th .  A.1  spent  the  night  at  the  Bp/s  &  had  a  long 
conversation  with  him  on  the  New  Society,  to  wh  he  is  as  much 
opposed  as  ever.  She  predicts  that  in  2  years  he  will  come  over  to 
the  measure.  This  is  a  long  time  to  wait. 

September  17th.  Mr.  Fell  brought  Rev.  J.  C.  White  to  tea  this 
afternoon.  He  has  accepted  the  call  to  Dover. 

September  26th .  The  Bp.  confirmed  10  on  Sunday  morning  at 
the  “Ascension,”  some  of  the  fruits  of  the  new  Ass’t’s  hasty 
gathering.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  took  the  Bp.  to  the  “Union”  in  the 
afternoon — a  church  for  all  denominations,  as  the  name  implies, 
but  wh.  Mr.  Hazlehurst  had  organized  into  an  Episcopal  church 
under  the  name  of  “Calvary.”  Mr.  H.  took  the  Bp.  to  a  neighbor¬ 
ing  house  &  asked  him  to  put  on  the  surplice  to  preach  in.  The  Bp. 
declining,  Mr.  H.  said,  “Perhaps  you  wd  rather  I  should  not  wear 
it.”  The  Bp.  said,  “No,  you  can  do  as  you  choose.”  So  he  put  it 
on,  the  Bp.  wearing  nothing. 

October 30th.  A  note  from  Mrs.  Raymond,  asking  me  to  come  & 
see  her,  as  she  wishes  to  tell  me  of  her  troubles — that  they  relate 
to  her  husband,  who  she  fears  has  departed  from  the  faith.  I 
wonder  if  intemperance  is  the  trial.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  he 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 
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told  me  he  was  not  well  &  had  sent  to  France  for  some  wine  such 
as  he  used  to  drink,  thinking  it  wd  do  him  good.  He  said,  “Mr.  B. 
I  knew  you  would  not  like  this.”  I  told  him  no,  it  was  a  very 
dangerous  thing. 

November  1st.  Called  at  Raymond’s.  Found  him  not  at  home. 
As  I  suspected,  he  is  in  danger  of  falling  into  intemperate  habits. 

November  5th.  Presidential  Election.  Cast  my  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

November  10th.  Had  some  talk  with  Mr.  Fell  about  his  friend 
Bonnell’s  lecture  on  the  word  “Catholic”  in  the  Creed — that  he 
had  applied  it  with  too  little  Catholic  spirit,  taking  in  the  Roman¬ 
ists  &  excluding  all  our  Protestant  brethren.  That  in  casting  about 
for  our  Church’s  use  of  the  word,  he  had  passed  by  the  definition 
in  the  Creed,  “The  Communion  of  Saints”  and  elsewhere,  “The 
blessed  company  of  all  faithful  people,”  also  the  substitution  by 
our  American  branch  of  the  Church  of  the  translation  of  the  word 
Catholic  (Universal)  for  the  word  itself,  (in  the  litany?)  showing 
that  she  was  not  bound  by  the  word,  but  looked  more  to  the  idea. 
Recommended  Mr.  Fell  to  read  George  H.  Norton’s  “Holy  Cath¬ 
olic  Church.”  Said  he  wd  read  it,  &  afterwards  lend  it  to  Mr. 
Bonnell. 

December  28th.  In  Wilmington  to-day  21  guns  were  fired  in 
honor  of  Maj.  Anderson’s  occupation  of  Ft.  Sumter,  when  ordered 
by  the  President  to  surrender  Ft.  Moultrie. 

1861 

January  4th.  Day  of  fasting  &  prayer  on  acc’t  of  the  distressed 
state  of  the  country.  Preached  from  Jonah  111.9.  Not  a  word  of 
politics.  With  strange  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  Gov’t.  Capt. 
D.  P.  was  ordered  to  Annapolis  &  could  not  be  at  church. 

January  ijth.  Called  to  see  Mrs.  Bauduy  whom  I  found  very 
sick,  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  with  her. 
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January  19th.  Received  a  great  shock  this  morning,  in  hearing 
of  the  death  of  our  dear  friend  Mrs.  Bauduy.  She  was  not  con¬ 
sidered  in  danger  until  last  night,  &  even  then  did  not  think  it  so 
imminent  as  it  proved.  Went  to  the  house  &  saw  her  sisters,  who 
told  me  the  particulars.  Her  death  was  most  peaceful.  No  per¬ 
turbation,  sudden  as  the  message  was.  She  quietly  leaned  upon  the 
Saviour  whom  she  had  loved  in  life,  &  who  did  not  forsake  her  in 
the  hour  of  her  souks  need.  She  sent  messages  of  love  &  recollection 
to  everybody.  She  spoke  very  earnestly  to  her  brother  Henry  on 
the  great  subject,  pressing  him  to  go  to  church,  &  telling  him  it 
was  in  her  heart  to  have  asked  him  to  go  with  them  on  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fast-day,  but  that  she  had  not  courage.  He  was  much 
affected.  O  that  our  precious  Saviour  would  send  it  home  to  his 
heart!  It  is  note- worthy  that  he  proposed  to  his  sister  to  send  for 
me;  but  she,  not  supposing  her  end  so  near,  said,  “Oh  not  to-night! 
I  should  like  to  see  Mr.  B.  very  much,  but  wait  till  morning.” 
Just  at  the  early  dawn  her  happy  spirit  went  to  heaven.  She  was 
conscious  to  the  last.  Seeing  the  Dr.  with  his  hand  on  her  pulse, 
she  asked,  “How  is  it?”  He  answered,  “Very  low,  I  can  scarcely 
feel  it.”  She  calmly  said,  “I  thought  so,”  &  closed  her  eyes,  never 
speaking  again.  Her  brother-in  law,  Mr.  Bidermann,  who  loved  her 
as  a  sister,  said,  “What  a  glorious  death!”  O  that  his  heart  may  be 
impressed  by  it,  &  that  of  dear  Mrs.  B.  Our  departed  friend  was 
the  eldest  child  of  her  parents — the  only  one  born  in  France.1  She 
was  68,  but  her  health  so  good  that  we  were  little  prepared  for  her 
departure.  Her  removal  will  be  a  great  loss  in  every  respect — in 
Society,  in  the  Ch.  &  in  the  S.  school  wh  she  founded  45 
years  ago,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  to  the  last.  Many  of 
those  there  trained  will  rise  up  &  call  her  blessed.  She  was  a 
true  friend,  warm  &  impulsive  in  her  feelings,  &  if  betrayed 
into  a  hasty  word,  the  readiest  to  crave  forgiveness,  often  with 

1  An  error.  Lucille  du  Pont  was  born  January  1,  1795  and  died  a  few  days  after  birth; 
Evelina  du  Pont  (Bidermann)  born  May  31, 1796,  and  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont  born  April  1 1, 
1798 — were  all  born  in  France. 
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tears.  None  so  ready  to  forgive  as  herself.  “Blessed  are  the  dead 
who  die  in  the  Lord.” 

January  20th.  At  S.  S.  in  the  morning,  wh  I  have  not  been  able 
to  attend  for  some  weeks,  from  indisposition.  Missing  an  accus¬ 
tomed  face  there,  when  her  little  old  basket  with  the  books  & 
keys  came  in,  but  not  its  owner  whose  kind  greeting  we  have 
always  met.  All  seemed  to  feel  the  sad  event.  Made  a  few  remarks 
before  the  introductory  prayers.  Charles  D.  P.  Jr.  the  only  one  of 
the  family  at  church. 

January  21st.  Conveyed  the  mortal  part  of  dear  Mrs.  Bauduy 
to  the  “narrow  house.”  The  Assemblage  was  immense,  more  than 
cd  be  seated.  I  did  not  know  until  I  reached  the  church  that 
Bp.  Lee  whom  I  had  relied  on  to  make  an  address,  had  not  re¬ 
turned  from  the  North.  I  spoke  25  minutes — of  her  Christian 
character  &  example,  pressing  it  especially  upon  those  most  dear 
to  her,  who  had  been  the  subjects  of  many  a  prayer  of  hers,  & 
for  whom  she  travailed  in  birth  that  Christ  might  be  formed  in 
them,  &  of  her  words  of  entreaty  in  her  dying  hour  that  they 
should  not  neglect  the  great  Salvation.  All  the  Du  Pont  connection 
from  far  &  near  were  present.  O  that  God  our  Saviour  would 
sanctify  it  to  them!  They  all  seemed  to  feel  the  occasion  much — 
She  was  buried  with  her  family,  &  not  with  her  husband  at  old 
Trinity  Church.  He  was  a  Roman  Catholic.  He  died  some  45  years 
ago,  &  their  married  life  was  only  a  few  months.  Went  after  the 
funeral  to  see  some  of  her  female  relatives  at  the  house,  as  none 
of  them  went  to  the  funeral. 

January  25th.  At  Henry  D.  P.’s,  had  much  conversation  about 
Mrs.  Bauduy.  She  was  married  at  18.  Her  husband  died  three 
months  after,  of  rheumatic  fever.  This  she  regarded  at  the  time 
as  the  heaviest  of  afflictions,  but  afterwards  had  reason  to  see  how 
wisely  it  was  ordered.  Her  own  family,  rejecting  Romanism,  went 
to  no  church,  but  in  her  affliction  she  commenced  the  Sunday 
school,  at  her  father’s  earnest  request.  It  was  rather  secular  than 
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religious,  there  being  no  public  schools  in  those  days,  but  the 
Bible  was  used  from  the  first.  This  school  she  continued  to  super¬ 
intend  until  her  death.  Mrs.  H.  D.  P.  spoke  of  Mrs.  B's  attach¬ 
ment  to  me, — of  her  always  calling  me  “dear  Mr.  B.” 

My  birth-day.  Ebenezer.  O  that  God  may  give  me  grace  this 
year  to  live  nearer  to  Him,  since  there  is  nothing  else  worth  living 
for.  May  the  feeble  remnant  of  my  life  be  consecrated  to  that 
Saviour  who  bought  me  at  such  a  price.  Amen  and  Amen! 

January  28th.  Went  to  Mr.  Bidermann’s.  Poor  Mrs.  B.  seemed 
crushed  by  her  sister's  death.  Had  prayer  with  her,  &  she  seemed 
much  softened.  May  our  gracious  Lord  deepen  these  impressions 
&  bring  them  both  into  His  Kingdom. 

January  29th.  Parochial  visiting,  and  able  to  go  on  foot,  too  once 
more.  Saw  in  the  papers  the  death  of  a  cousin  of  mine,  aged  71. 
Also  that  of  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.'s  uncle,  James  S.  Smith.  Heard 
last  week  of  the  death  of  an  old  friend  &  brother,  Rev.  George 
Mintzer.  Thus  have  I  another  remembrance  of  the  shortness  of 
the  time. 

February  9th.  Having  been  some  days  confined  to  the  house  by  a 
cold,  I  wrote  to  ask  Mr.  Chrystal  to  take  one  of  my  services 
to-morrow.  In  his  absence,  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  replied  that  as  he  wd 
pass  thro’  W.  on  his  way  to  Newcastle  to-night  she  wd  send  in 
for  him. 

February  10th.  Rev.  Mr.  C.  preached  in  the  morning,  &  I  in  the 
afternoon,  he  reading  for  me.  Got  through  better  than  I  expected. 
Mrs.  Alexis  telegraphed  for  him  to  W.  &  he  walked  out  this 
morning.  She  sent  her  man  to  me  this  morning,  to  see  if  she 
could  do  anything  further.  She  has  taken  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
most  kindly. 

March  20th.  Out  to-day  for  the  first  time  since  the  1 5th.  Willy1 
drove  me  to  see  Alfred  Murphy,  who  has  had  a  long  illness.  Found 

1  Youngest  child  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle. 
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him  indulging  a  religious  hope,  having  come  out  of  great  tribula¬ 
tion,  being  deranged  for  a  short  time. 

April  1st .  The  old  Vestry  elected  with  the  addition  of  C.  I. 
D.  P.  Jr.  Under  the  old  Articles  of  Association  we  had  7  vestry¬ 
men.  The  number  is  now  enlarged  to  8.  The  Church  has  never  been 
incorporated. 

April  Jth.  Much  against  my  will,  had  to  give  up  my  afternoon 
service. 

April  20th.  Parochial  visiting  wh  I  have  not  done  for  a  long 
time.  13  visits.  Quite  an  alarm  last  night  in  regard  to  the  powder 
magazine — that  there  was  a  plan  to  blow  it  up — the  one  on  the 
Delaware.  The  Du  Ponts  sent  their  wagons  &  brought  it  all  away. 
A  vigorous  movement  for  the  formation  of  Military  companies  on 
Brandywine.  News  of  a  great  outrage  on  the  Massachusetts  troops 
passing  thro’  Baltimore.  The  rails  are  torn  up  &  some  bridges 
destroyed,  to  impede  troops  in  getting  to  Washington.  Another 
event  of  this  dark  day  is  the  probable  taking  of  Harper’s  Ferry  by 
the  Virginia  Rebels. 

April  21  st.  Rev.  Mr.  Ridgely  preached  for  me.  Every  face  bore 
the  impress  of  the  times.  Used  the  prayer  “in  time  of  war  & 
tumult,”  &  made  it  the  key-note  of  some  brief  remarks,  enjoining 
prayer  &  appropriate  action.  God  only  cd  help  us  out  of  this 
trouble,  but  He  wd  be  entreated.  Never  had  there  been  a  Country 
so  blessed  with  all  the  elements  of  happiness — our  progress  the 
admiration  of  the  world.  God  who  had  permitted  us  to  be  humbled 
in  the  sight  of  the  nations,  for  our  sins,  wd  in  due  time  bring  us 
out  of  our  tribulation  purified,  &  our  Union  all  the  stronger  for  its 
mighty  trial.  I  was  induced  to  speak  by  a  request  from  Mr.  Belin 
before  service,  that  something  should  be  said;  Not  being  able  to 
get  Mr.  Ridgely  to  speak  on  the  subject,  I  did  so  myself.  It 
deserves  to  be  mentioned  that  up  to  within  a  few  days,  Mr.  Belin 
was  a  Secessionist. 
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April  22d.  Our  children  have  hoisted  a  large  flag  of  home  manu¬ 
facture.  It  floats  from  the  top  of  the  house.  After  raising  it,  John1 
saluted  it  with  several  patriotic  airs  on  his  cornet — a  piston — the 
“star-spangled  banner”  &c.  Bp.  Lee  preached  a  patriotic  sermon 
yesterday.  He  is  fully  up  to  the  exigency  of  the  times.  Told  me  the 
Rebellion  had  cleared  all  the  Lottery  people  out  of  his  church. 
Delaware  is  the  first  Slave  state  to  comply  with  the  requisition  for 
Union  troops.  John  &  Willy2  engaged  every  day  in  drilling  with 
their  Company. 

May  24th .  Dr.  J.  F.  Wilson  wrote  to  ask  if  our  Church  wd  aid  in 
supplying  the  1st  Del.  Reg't  with  Prayer-books.  Replied  that 
we  wd. 

May  28th.  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  late  Missionary  in  Sussex,  passed 
through  Newcastle  on  his  way  to  Canada  lately.  At  the  depot  he 
expressed  his  sympathies  for  the  South  loudly  &  his  confidence  in 
their  success.  This  is  the  same  who  refused  to  pray  for  the  Presi¬ 
dent  until  the  Bp.  directed  him  to  do  so,  &  for  whose  tears  & 
scruples  the  Bp's  pity  was  awakened. 

June  yth.  Preached  the  Convention  sermon  in  Christ  Ch.  Dover 
from  Ps.  XLVin.9  “We  have  thought  of  Thy  loving-kindness,  O 
Lord,  in  the  midst  of  thy  temple.”  Clemson  made  what  he  called 
a  report  of  the  Com.  on  Grace  Ch.  Brandywine  Hd. — that  they 
had  got  it  supplied,  &c.  I  remarked  that  there  was  no  such  com¬ 
mittee — that  it  had  been  especially  excepted  from  appointment  at 
the  last  Convention,  as  invading  the  Bp's  prerogative.  The  Bp. 
remarked  that  Mr.  Hotchkiss  had  called  on  him  for  the  key,  & 
that  he  had  authorized  him  to  preach  there.  Mr.  Breck  moved  the 
thanks  of  the  Convention  for  my  sermon,  and  the  request  that  the 
part  containing  reminiscences  of  a  former  Convention  held  in  this 
place  should  be  printed  in  the  Journal.  The  Bp.  in  his  address 
referred  to  the  times  very  particularly.  Dr.  Cummins,  lay  delegate 

1  John  Rumsey  Brinckle  son  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle. 

2  Sons  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle. 
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from  Smyrna  offered  a  Resolution  that  we  would  meet  for  prayer 
at  six  to-morrow  morning,  prefacing  it  with  a  great  deal  about  the 
deplorable  state  of  the  country.  Suspecting  Dr.  C.  to  belong  to  the 
“Peace  at  any  rate”  class,  I  was  not  sorry  to  see  it  laid  on  the  table 
on  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Franklin.  Such  a  meeting  for  prayer  by 
those  who  really  stood  by  the  Gov’t  in  its  struggle  to  save  the 
Country  I  sd  have  hailed  with  satisfaction.  Charles  D.  P.  Jr.  was 
the  only  delegate  from  our  church.  My  son  John  was  prevented 
from  going.  The  Governor  of  the  State,  Dr.  Burton,  was  a  delegate, 
but  so  surrounded  by  politicians,  (Bayard  &  others)  that  he  was 
only  present  at  morning  Service, — hearing  the  strong  “Union 
sentiments”  of  my  sermon,  &  the  reminiscence  of  the  Convention 
of  1818  at  wh  he  &  myself  were  present,  the  only  ones  now 
remaining. 

June  8th.  Wrote  to  Dr.  Dyer,  asking  help  for  our  Diocese  from 
the  C.  M.  S.  Did  this  on  my  own  responsibility. 

June  10th.  Rev.  Morris  Alsop  &  White  came  to  attend  our 
evening  services. 

June  nth.  Rev.  Mr.  Parvin  preached  from  Rom.  1.16.  Meeting 
in  the  school  house  in  the  afternoon  for  prayer  &  exhortation. 
News  came  of  a  disaster  to  our  troops  in  Va.  in  wh.  Lt.  Greble,  a 
cousin  of  Mr.  Parvin’s  wife  was  killed.  His  father  came  down 
to-day  with  Mr.  P.  on  his  way  to  see  him,  little  thinking  what 
awaited  him.  The  news  affected  Mr.  P.  very  much.  John  came 
down  unexpectedly  from  the  Navy  Yard,  at  Capt.  D.  P.’s  sugges¬ 
tion,  to  enable  us  to  have  instrumental  music  in  the  church. 

June  13th.  The  Bp.  preached. 

June  14th.  Rev.  Dr.  Suddards. 

June  ijth.  Mrs.  H.  D.  P.  called  to  speak  to  me  about  her 
daughter  Louisa,  who  wishes  to  be  confirmed. 

June  1 8th.  Eleven  visits.  Called  at  Gen.  H.  D.  P.’s;  saw  his 
daughter  Louisa  &  had  prayer  with  her.  Reed,  an  encouraging 
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reply  from  Dr.  Dyer — left  his  letter  with  Mrs.  D.  P.  for  the  Capt. 
to  see. 

June  19th .  Rec’d  news  of  John’s  appointment  in  the  army,  & 
that  of  Dr.  Wales,  T.  Baily  &  William  Fetterman  (for  whom  Ft. 
Fetterman  was  named).  May  our  gracious  Lord  direct  in  this 
matter. 

June  23d.  Confirmation  in  our  Church.  5  persons — one  pre¬ 
vented  by  sickness. 

June  23th.  Dear  John  left  us  this  morning  after  being  com¬ 
mended,  in  family  worship  to  our  Saviour’s  protection.  Took  him 
to  the  depot.  Asked  him  never  to  taste  any  intoxicating  liquor. 
He  said  he  never  had,  in  his  life.  Saw  Mr.  Fetterman,  who  thanked 
me  warmly  for  obtaining  his  commission,  as  also  did  Tom  Baily. 

June  29th .  Sent  some  help  to  the  2d  Del.  Reg’t  in  camp  near  us. 
They  are  in  a  very  destitute  condition,  neither  uniformed  nor 
armed — our  State  having  done  nothing.  They  are  a  fine  body  of 
men,  sober  &  quiet. 

July  4th .  Service  in  our  church  at  8  o’clock  A.  M.  Never  saw 
so  many  at  a  week-day  morning  service.  Made  an  address  from  the 
desk — the  whole  service  occupying  an  hour. 

Letter  from  Dr.  Dyer  containing  the  commission  of  Rev.  J. 
Rambo  as  a  Missionary  of  the  C.  M.  S.  in  this  diocese,  &  promising 
to  appoint  another,  when  we  can  find  a  suitable  man.  The  Bp. 
has  come  round  a  great  deal  since  his  first  stand  ag’t  the  Society, 
&  is  now  pleased  with  the  aid  &  comfort  promised. 

July  nth .  Rev.  Dr.  Coleman  has  joined  the  Rebel  army,  & 
sent  his  family  North.  Suspect  his  intemperance  is  the  cause. 

July  28th.  Dr.  Suddards  came  over  with  Mr.  Fell,  &  preached 
for  me.  Bp.  Lee  preached  to  the  2d  Del.  Regt  at  Camp  Brandywine 
to-day.  Invited  by  Mrs.  Alexis  D.  P.  to  her  daughter  Fanny’s1 
wedding.  Mine  was  the  only  invitation  out  of  the  family. 

1  Frances  Elizabeth  du  Pont.  Married  Rev.  Leighton  Coleman  July  30,  1861. 
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August  22d.  Henry  Miller  &  Matthew  Spence,  two  of  A’s1  S. 
scholars  called  to  say  good  bye,  having  enlisted  in  the  Cameron 
light  horse.  They  signed  the  Temperance  Pledge.  May  the  Lord 
give  them  grace  to  keep  it. 

October  1st.  Letter  from  our  dear,  friend  Capt.  D.  P.  Says,  I 
feel  deeply  at  parting  with  you  &  your  family,  but  I  go  willingly 
&  heartily  into  the  cause  of  the  country.  My  service  will  be  very 
peculiar,  but  I  will  do  my  duty  to  the  utmost,  &  shall  need  your 
prayers. 

October  2d.  Mr.  Belin  gave  me  the  agreeable  intelligence  that 
our  Church  debt  has  been  paid  off  by  the  Du  Pont  sisters,  our  dear 
Mrs.  Bauduy  having  given  directions  before  her  death  to  this 
effect.  It  was  something  above  $3,100.  The  only  debt  now  is  for 
the  late  shingling  of  the  church  spire  $300.  Capt.  D.  P.  sent  a 
check  for  $100  towards  this,  before  he  left. 

October  6th.  Charles  D.  P.  Jr.  took  round  the  plates  for  the  first 
time.  Mary  Belin  sick,  so  that  we  had  no  instrumental  music. 
Collection  for  repairing  spire,  $57. 

October  20th.  A  note  from  Mrs.  Capt.  D.  P.  asking  prayers  “for 
a  person  going  to  sea” — her  husband  who  sails  to-morrow  with  his 
fleet.  She  taught  at  S.  school  this  morning. 

October  28th.  Capt.  D.  P.  detained  by  non  arrival  of  transports 
at  Hampton  Roads.  We  always  remember  him  at  family  prayer. 

November  4th.  A  singular  circumstance  took  place  at  the  late 
special  Convention  in  St.  Andrew’s  Ch.  Philad.  After  seven  unsuc¬ 
cessful  ballotings,  a  number  of  the  Evangelical  clergy  met  in  the 
vestry-room.  The  difficulty  was  that  two  candidates  being  in  the 
field,  (Howe  &  Stevens),  there  was  danger  of  the  election  of  the 
High  Ch.  candidate.  It  was  proposed  to  Dr.  Howe  to  withdraw 
his  name,  wh  he  declined  doing.  He  was  then  asked  if  he  wd 
submit  it  to  the  lot,  to  wh  he  assented.  Dr.  Stevens  was  sent  for 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 
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who  also  agreed  to  it;  Prayer  was  then  offered,  after  wh  the  lot 
was  cast,  &  it  fell  on  Dr.  Stevens.  The  names  were  drawn  out  by 
a  layman  from  Grace  Ch.  Rev.  Dr.  Suddards  proposed  it  at  the 
meeting.  Mr.  Fell  claims  to  have  suggested  it  previously. 

November  nth.  The  joyful  news  of  the  capture  of  Beaufort,  S.  C. 
by  the  combined  naval  &  land  forces  under  Com.  (Commodore) 
D.  P.  &  Gen.  Sherman.  It  came  by  telegraph — obtained  from  a 
Charleston  paper.  We  raised  our  flag  on  the  top  of  the  house 
once  more. 

November  ijth.  Organized  a  “Soldiers'  Aid  Society"  at  the 
Lyceum,  pursuant  to  the  notice  given  out  in  church  yesterday. 
The  Postmaster,  the  Methodist  Clergyman  &  myself  were  the 
only  men  present.  A  proposition  that  a  contribution  of  io  cts  sd 
constitute  a  member,  &  forthwith  $10  were  laid  on  the  table. 

November  ijth.  The  Bp.  asked  me  to  apply  to  the  C.  M.  S.  for 
assistance  of  Rev.  Mr.  White  of  Dover,  his  Union  principles  hav¬ 
ing  led  to  the  diminution  of  his  salary. 

December  29th.  Mrs.  Irenee  D.  P.  at  ch.  First  time  since  her 
mental  malady. 

1862 

January  2d.  Meeting  of  S.  S.  teachers  at  Mrs.  Smith's — 
Missionary  contributions  of  the  school  amounted  to  $16.  Though 
small,  it  is  the  largest  they  have  ever  made. 

January  26th.  Preached  morning  &  afternoon.  My  66th  birth¬ 
day.  O  to  be  more  &  more  in  earnest,  as  I  see  the  end  approaching! 

February  2 2d.  Baptized  Irenee  D.  P.'s  child.1  Many  of  their 
relatives  at  the  house. 

March  2d.  Chas.  D.  P.  Jr.  at  church  without  his  bride,2  to  whom 
he  was  married  last  Tuesday  evening. 

1  Anne  Casenove  du  Pont  (1860-1899)  oldest  child  of  Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont  (II)  and 
Charlotte  Shepard  Henderson  du  Pont. 

2  Mary  Sophie  du  Pont,  daughter  of  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont  and  Margaretta  Elizabeth 
Lammot  du  Pont. 
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March  6th.  Mrs.  Com.  D.  P.  had  a  letter  from  her  husband 
saying  he  was  preparing  to  move  on  some  other  point. 
His  letters  are  cheerful,  full  of  Christian  trust,  having  sought 
divine  guidance. 

April  3d.  Encouraged  by  the  fine  day,  paid  1 5  visits,  having 
been  suffering  with  rheumatism  in  arms,  hands,  &  neck,  so  as  to 
be  almost  powerless. 

April  3th.  Got  through  the  two  services  &  Communion  much 
better  than  I  had  expected. 

April  20th.  Preached  morning  &  afternoon.  Pleased  to  see  Irene 
D.  P.  at  the  Communion.  First  time  any  of  that  family  have  com¬ 
muned  with  us  since  the  difference  between  her  father  &  myself 
about  the  abridged  Service,  when  he  said  neither  he  nor  his  family 
wd  ever  kneel  at  our  communion  table  again — tho’  it  is  remark¬ 
able  that  not  long  after,  he  sent  for  me  to  administer  to  him  his 
last  Communion. 

April  22d.  Saw  the  sword  presented  to  Com.  D.  P.  by  his  fds.  & 
neighbors.  Cost  $225.  Mr.  Belin  showed  me  his  letter  of  acknowl¬ 
edgement.  As  he  expressed  a  wish  to  show  it  to  his  friends  at  Port 
Royal,  it  is  to  be  sent  there.  He  requests  the  name  of  every  con¬ 
tributor,  wh  Mr.  B.  says  will  be  no  easy  matter.  The  contributions 
were  all  in  small  sums. 

April  23d.  At  the  Easter  Monday  election  C.  I.  D.  P.  Sr.  was 
elected  at  my  suggestion,  tho’  by  previous  intimation  from  Mrs. 
Com.  D.  P.  who  requested  that  nothing  sd  be  said  about  it  before¬ 
hand,  lest  his  R.  C.  sisters  sd  interfere.  He  smiled  on  hearing  of  it, 
but  did  not  decline.  We  trust  this  may  be  a  means  of  interesting 
his  heart. 

April  27th.  Baptized  Sarah  Ann  Arbuckle,  &  preached  twice. 
Mary  Belin  had  rec’d  a  long  letter  from  Capt.  Wales,  who  says  he 
&  Richard  Brindley  met  in  his  tent  &  sang  the  old  Hymns  of  the 
Christ  Ch.  Choir,  last  Sunday  evening,  before  Yorktown. 
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June  3d.  Our  delegates  left  for  Convention,  &  I  not  able  to 
accompany  them.  This  is  a  great  trial,  knowing  how  important, 
humanly  speaking,  it  is  for  me  to  be  there.  It  is  a  clear  case  of 
necessity,  &  I  can  pray  that  all  may  be  ordered  for  the  best.  My 
complaint  is  rheumatic  fever. 

June  8th ,  Whitsunday .  Rev.  Mr.  Breck  kindly  volunteered  to 
preach  for  me  &  administer  the  Communion.  Rev.  Mr.  White  P.M. 

June  gth.  First  day  of  our  extra  Services.  Rev.  Dr.  Suddards 
drove  the  girls  to  church  &  preached. 

June  nth.  The  Bp.  preached  for  us,  conducting  the  service 
himself. 

June  12th.  The  Bp.  preached  again  for  us.  Congregation  the 
best  yet,  it  being  the  first  favorable  night. 

June  13th.  Rev.  Mr.  Mulford  preached  morning  &  afternoon. 
Mr.  Osborne1  (the  purchaser  of  Mr.  Canby’s  place,)  at  church 
with  his  family. 

June  1 6th.  Reed,  a  long  &  interesting  letter  from  Com.  D.  P. 
Dated  Port  Royal,  June  2d.  Thinks  not  50,000  of  the  4  million 
slaves  in  the  South  wd  remain,  if  they  cd  get  away.  He  says  the 
first  gun  fired  on  Sumter  was  the  death  knell  of  slavery. 

June  22d.  Rev.  Mr.  Mulford  preached  for  me.  Took  the  ante- 
corn  Service  myself,  &  made  an  address  referring  to  the  Bp/s 
visitation.  No  afternoon  service.  Charles  D.  P.  Jr.  called  yesterday 
to  say  it  was  the  wish  of  the  congregation  that  I  sd  not  attempt  to 
preach. 

June  26th.  Our  friend  Capt.  Brindley  writes  that  last  Sunday 
they  were  to  have  the  Communion  administered  in  the  Camp 
before  Richmond,  &  that  they  were  practicing  the  Chants,  expect¬ 
ing  to  have  the  service  of  our  church.  Such  a  celebration  is  without 

1  Mr.  Osborne  (Richard  B.)  lived  in  a  stone  house  on  the  east  side  of  the  Kennett 
Turnpike  north  of  and  a  little  beyond  Breck’s  Lane.  His  daughter  Lucy  was  a  friend 
of  Mary  Belin,  daughter  of  Henry  Belin.  They  were  communicants  of  Christ  Church. 
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example.  Poor  fellows!!  it  may  be  the  last  Communion  of  some  of 
them,  as  a  great  battle  is  expected. 

June  29th.  Preached  in  the  morning,  wh  I  have  not  been  able  to 
do  since  the  first  of  this  month.  The  Bp.’s  visitation  P.M.  Three 
persons  confirmed — Mrs.  John  Davis,  Mr.  Green’s  mother  &  Miss 
Arbuckle.  The  Bp.  told  me  of  a  very  interesting  meeting  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  new  Evangelical  Seminary  in  Philad. — Said  Bp. 
Potter  was  more  than  ever  ready  to  give  an  Evangelical  stamp  to 
the  Sem.  he  having  heretofore  been  rather  broad-church.  At  a  late 
election  to  fill  the  chair  of  Dr.  Turner  in  the  N.  Y.  Sem.,  Dr.  Sea- 
bury  was  chosen.  This  fixes  the  ultra  character  of  that  institution. 

July  4th.  Conflicting  acc’ts  of  terrible  battles.  A.1  went  to  Mrs. 
Brindley’s  this  morning,  &  while  she  was  there,  Rev.  Mr.  Breck 
brought  them  the  sad  intelligence  of  our  dear  young  friend  Capt. 
Brindley’s  death.2  He  fell  by  a  shot  through  the  eye,  while  gal¬ 
lantly  leading  his  battallion  agt.  the  enemy.  His  last  words  were 
a  reproof  to  an  officer  for  swearing.  He  was  killed  on  the  27th  ult. 

July  13th.  Lay  reader  this  morning — Mrs.  Alexis’  tutor,  a  Mr. 
Murphy. 

July  1 8th.  My  dear  kind  friends  are  so  anxious  for  me  to  go  to 
the  Springs  for  my  health  that  I  have  at  length  yielded  to  this 
desire,  &  will  go  as  soon  as  able  to  take  the  journey,  if  in  Divine 
Providence  this  shall  ever  be. 

July  27th.  Mr.  Cook  commenced  officiating  as  lay  reader. 

July  28th.  Note  from  Mr.  Bidermann  who  has  taken  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  in  regard  to  my  going  to  Sharon  Springs.  May  the 
Lord  reward  all  these  kind  friends,  &  make  me  worthy  of  them. 

August  20th.  Sharon  Springs.  Gaining  strength  &  appetite  and 
deriving  much  benefit  from  the  hot  baths.  For  the  attention  I  am 

1  Anna  Brinckle. 

2  Richard  Brindley;  killed  during  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  Va.,  June  27,  1862. 
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receiving  here,  I  am  indebted  to  my  dear  friend  Mr.  Bidermann’s 
commendation. 

August  22d .  Rev.  Mr.  Manchester,  the  clergyman  here,  sent  me 
some  “ Church  Journals”  in  return  for  the  “Christian  Times.” 
The  first  thing  my  eye  rested  on  was  the  announcement  that  the 
Scottish  Episcopal  Ch.  had  thrown  overboard  their  Communion 
Office.  Over  wh  this  Editor  raises  a  great  lament — “that  it  is  a 
matter  of  deep  mortification  to  a  large  class  of  sound  churchmen, 
&  to  none  more  than  to  us  in  the  U.  S.  whose  Office  is,  in  some 
important  points  almost  identical  with  theirs.”  On  reading 
further,  I  find  their  whole  P.  book  has  been  repudiated.  The  reason 
given  is  that  the  English  book  had  already  superseded  the  other. 
This  sweeping  measure  was  adopted  in  their  house  of  Bps.  by  a 
vote  of  4  to  3,  &  in  the  lower  house,  of  8  to  5.  This  consists  of 
clergymen  only.  What  a  change  is  this  from  the  days  of  Laud,  who 
set  forth  that  P.  Book,  wh  is,  as  might  be  supposed,  full  of  Popish 
error. 

August  24th.  Climbed  the  hill  to  church  once  to-day.  Mr.  Man¬ 
chester’s  sermon  deficient  in  unction — too  little  of  Christ  and  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Spoke  of  sects  &  issues,  too  much  in  the  high  Ch. 
style.  Sunday  evenings  since  we  have  been  here,  are  spent  in 
singing  hymns,  in  which  Sam  takes  part.  The  parlor  is  filled  with 
listeners.  There  are  fine  voices,  &  the  whole  company  seem  much 
interested.  Mr.  M.  read  a  lesson  from  the  Apocrypha  this  morning, 
it  being  St.  Barnabas’  day,  as  well  as  the  10th  Sunday  after 
Trinity.  Capt.  Ashton  took  him  to  task  &  brought  him  up  to  me 
for  an  opinion.  Told  him  Sunday  was  the  governing  day.  Besides 
wh,  in  the  settlement  of  our  P.  book  our  American  Ch.  had  ex¬ 
pressed  her  opinion  by  the  careful  expurgation  of  every  lesson 
from  the  Ap.  to  be  read  on  a  Sunday,  &  the  substitution  of  one 
from  the  Bible.  That  those  which  were  left  on  week  days  were  left 
for  want  of  time  for  the  revision.  &  because  they  wd  not  be  often 
used. 
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August  25th.  The  Methodist  Clergyman  of  the  place  preached 
a  sermon  here  this  afternoon  by  invitation  of  a  prominent  Uni¬ 
tarian  of  Boston.  Text,  “Draw  me,  we  will  run  after  thee”.  The 
chief  point  was  the  difference  between  the  attractive  &  the  re¬ 
pulsive.  There  was  too  much  of  the  grandiloquent  &  too  little  of 
the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel.  Hence  it  pleased  many  here.  The 
latter  part  was  tremendously  “Union”.  There  was  a  collection 
made  for  him.  In  the  evening  there  was  the  usual  dancing  &  card¬ 
playing.  How  rejoiced  I  shall  be  to  get  away  from  it!  Cards  are 
getting  fearfully  common — among  those  too,  of  whom  I  should 
not  have  thought  to  see  it.  O  for  a  clearer  line  of  distinction  be¬ 
tween  professing  Xns  &  the  world!  I  fear  it  is  fast  obliterating. 

September  1st.  By  the  kindness  of  my  Heavenly  Father  I  am 
permitted,  after  a  month's  absence,  to  return  home  in  improved 
health. 

September  yth.  Once  more  in  the  pulpit.  Lay  reader  present,  but 
knowing  his  feeling  in  regard  to  the  Ante-Corn,  service,  that  it  is 
too  sacred  for  a  lay-man  to  use,  took  the  Service  into  my  own 
hands.  Being  Communion  Sunday,  used  simply  that  Service. 
Thirty-five  at  the  table.  Preached  my  usual  length  an  hour. 
Did  not  go  out  in  the  afternoon  as  Mr.  Hood  preached  for  me. 

September  16th.  Had  a  meeting  of  the  Standing  Com.  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  Deputation  to  the  Gen.  Convention  caused  by  Com. 
D.  P.'s  inability  to  leave  his  present  post  of  duty.  On  my  nomina¬ 
tion  Mr.  Fell  was  chosen. 

September  18th.  Quite  an  alarm  on  Brandywine  to-day,  caused 
by  the  arrival  of  troops  in  the  night  at  the  Fair  grounds.  Gen. 
Halleck  had  told  H.  D.  P.  he  wd  send  them  in  case  of  danger  to 
our  State  from  the  Rebels.  Not  knowing  of  the  contingency,  we 
escaped  the  panic. 

September  19th .  My  first  essay  in  parochial  visiting. 

September  21st.  Preached  in  the  morning  &  baptized  2 
children.  John  with  us  and  played  the  organ.  A  large  num- 
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ber  of  soldiers  from  the  camp  at  church.  Had  Thanksgiving 
for  victory,  the  Rebels  being  driven  out  of  Md.  Mr.  Cook  read 
in  the  afternoon. 

October  jdy  Gen.  Convention ,  N.  Y.  Long  discussion  of  a  proposal 
to  publish  Bp.  White’s  opinion  on  the  construction  of  the  rubric 
before  the  occasional  prayers — whether  these  sd  go  before  or  after 
the  general  Thanksgiving.  Bp.  Wh.  being  of  opinion  that  they  sd 
follow.  Some  persons  said,  “If  you  publish  his  opinion  on  this 
subject,  why  not  on  others — for  example,  agt.  bowing  in  the 
Creed?”  Finally  the  matter  was  laid  on  the  table. 

October  ijth.  Question  taken  at  9  P.M.  on  the  Rebellion  Resolu¬ 
tions.  First  came  the  amendments  of  Resolutions  of  Committee 
of  9.  Lost.  Then  Judge  Hoffman’s — also  lost.  Then  some  milk  and 
water  resolutions  wh  the  other  side  wanted  to  put  us  off  with — 
lost.  Then  those  of  the  Com.  of  9,  Carried.  Some  of  that  very 
Com.  voted  ag’t  it.  Judge  Chambers  went  out  about  an  hour 
before  adjournment,  &  it  was  believed  he  did  it  to  break  up  the 
Quorum. 

October  iyth.  Judge  Chambers  referred  to  the  imputation  above 
&  denied  it  utterly.  It  was  believed,  nevertheless,  from  some 
whisperings  among  that  party, — that  they  had  an  idea  of  im¬ 
pugning  the  late  action  on  the  ground  that  there  was  not  a  quorum 
— they  interpreting  the  quorum  to  apply  to  dioceses,  &  not  to 
individual  members.  They  did  not  attempt  it  however,  feeling 
perhaps  that  their  ground  was  not  very  tenable.  Judge  Chambers 
presented  a  Remonstrance  ag’t  the  decision  of  the  Rebellion 
question,  &  demanded  it  sd  go  on  the  Minutes.  Ex-Gov.  Bradish 
declared  it  to  be  without  precedent  in  our  body,  &  unreasonable, 
as  a  fair  discussion  had  been  allowed,  the  minority  taking  their 
full  share.  That  if  Judge  C.  &  4  others  cd  do  it,  each  individual 
cd. — and  what  an  appearance  our  Journal  wd  exhibit. 


THE  DIARY 


169 


1862 

October  21st.  Willy1  &  myself  reached  home  to-day.  The  late 
Gen.  Convention  was  the  most  interesting  I  ever  attended. 
Throughout,  the  subject  of  absorbing  interest  was  the  Rebellion — 
one  side  trying  to  keep  off  action  &  the  other  to  have  as  decided 
action  as  cd  be  got.  The  conclusion  of  Judge  Chambers’  motion, 
wh  I  did  not  stay  to  hear  was  this.  Dr.  Craik,  pres’t  of  the  lower 
house  decided  it  to  be  in  order,  &  had  his  decision  reversed  by  a 
very  emphatic  vote.  Convention  then  adjourned.  Bp.  M’llvaine 
delivering  the  Pastoral  Letter. 

October  26th.  Not  able  to  preach.  Mr.  Hood  took  my  place  in 
the  morning. 

October  29th.  Parochial  visiting.  3  visits. 

October  30th.  Paid  several  visits. 

October  31st.  Paid  5  visits.  Went  in  afternoon  to  the  Camp  & 
Hospital. 

November  2d.  At  Christ  Ch.  A.  M.  Read  the  Pastoral  letter — 
appropriate  to  the  times.  Bp.  Hopkins  was  so  displeased  that 
Bp.  M’llvaine’s  was  adopted  in  preference  to  the  one  he  had  pre¬ 
pared  that  he  forthwith  “Seseshed”  from  the  House  of  Bps. 
Preached  in  the  afternoon. 

November  4th.  Thomas  drove  me  to  the  Polls,  where  I  voted,  & 
afterwards  paid  some  visits. 

November  3th.  Rode  to  A.  Murphy’s  &  J.  Anderson’s. 

November  9th.  Snowing  all  the  morning.  Preached  A.  M.  Had 
no  second  Service. 

November  13th.  Paid  7  visits. 

November  16th.  Preached  twice  &  Baptized  Thomas  Brown’s 
child — named  for  our  Sam’l  &  its  father,  &  the  child  of  W.  Deven- 
ney.  Stood  the  work  better  than  I  expected. 

1  William  Rumsey  Brinckle. 
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November  23d.  My  cough  so  bad  that  I  sent  in  for  Mr.  Hood, 
who  preached  A.  M. 

November  24th .  Sent  for  to  baptize  a  child  of  Jefferson  Rogers, 
very  ill.  Baptized  5  of  his  children.  One  of  them,  little  Thomas, 
came  for  me  &  drove  me  home. 

November  27th.  Having  spent  2  nights  in  my  chair  on  acc’t  of 
cough,  had  to  give  up  my  appointment  for  to-day,  Thanksgiving 
day. 

November  30th.  Rev.  Mr.  Hood  kindly  preached  for  me. 

December  6th.  E.1  came  back  from  S.  S.  to  prevent  my  going  to 
church.  The  furnace  being  out  of  order,  the  Thermometer  cd  not 
be  raised  above  35.  Reported  the  snow-drifts  so  deep  that  a 
carriage  cd  not  go  through  them.  They  suffered  with  cold  in 
walking  to  S.  School,  as  it  was  very  windy. 

December  14th.  Rev.  Mr.  Marshall  preached,  morning  &  after¬ 
noon. 

December  21st.  Rev.  Mr.  Hood  preached,  morning  &  afternoon. 

Christmas  Day.  Went  to  church  &  administered  the  Com. 
omitting  the  Sermon.  Mr.  Belin  read  for  me,  his  first  essay  in  this 
way.  All  our  children  with  us.  Fine  music  to-day. 

December  28th.  Preached  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Belin  reading  for 
me.  First  time  since  November  16th. 

1863 

January  18th.  Preached  in  the  morning,  Mr.  B.  read  for  me. 

February  13th.  Sent  for  to  baptize  James  Benson’s  child,  sick. 

February  23th .2  Rev.  Mr.  Hood  preached  for  me  in  the  morning. 
Mr.  Belin  read  P.M. 

1  Elizabeth  Gordon  Brinckle. 

2  This  is  the  last  entry  in  the  Journal.  Mr.  Brinckle  died  March  12,  1863. 
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In  the  unstudied  words  of  a  personal  diary,  we  have  emerge 
before  our  eyes  two  rugged  characters,  viz.:  Samuel  Crawford 
Brinckle  and  Alexis  Irenee  du  Pont. 

Both  these  characters  were  important  in  themselves.  Both  were 
men  of  high  integrity  and  strongly  held  convictions.  Both  were 
devoted  to  God  and  to  the  furtherance  of  the  work  of  this  Church. 
Both  found  God  and  lived  in  His  presence  genuinely  and  inti¬ 
mately.  Thus  the  picture  of  their  lives  justified  itself. 

In  a  larger  sense,  however,  these  lives  are  worthy  of  study  be¬ 
cause  they  envisage  in  cross  section  a  momentous  transition  period 
in  the  history  of  our  American  Church.  In  the  theological  and 
ecclesiastical  outlook  of  Samuel  Brinckle,  we  have  a  vivid  impres¬ 
sion  of  the  Evangelical  Churchman  of  nearly  a  century  ago.  He  is 
bewildered  and  irritated  by  the  Tractarian  or  High  Church  atti¬ 
tude  in  religion,  and  it  is  evident  that  he  completely  misunder¬ 
stands  it.  On  the  other  hand,  we  see  Alexis  du  Pont,  for  a  number 
of  years  unbaptized  and  not  in  sympathy  with  the  Church,  steadily 
working  his  way  back  to  the  ancient  Faith.  Once  converted  and 
baptized,  Mr.  du  Pont  is  not  satisfied  with  the  really  inconsistent 
practice  of  Mr.  Brinckle  in  Church  affairs,  and  swiftly  passes  over 
to  the  more  thorough-going  Church  life  which  the  Oxford  Move¬ 
ment  from  1833  onward  was  bringing  back  to  the  Anglican  Com¬ 
munion.  The  principles  of  Oxford  were  ultimately  to  triumph  and 
the  fervid  Evangelicalism  of  Mr.  Brinckle  was  practically  to  disap¬ 
pear.  This  outcome,  of  course,  was  not  reached  in  either  of  the 
lives  here  studied,  yet  in  the  conflict  of  views  and  practices 
presented,  the  coming  finale  is  portrayed  almost  with  the  fatality 
of  a  Greek  tragedy. 

In  order  to  understand  the  attitude  of  Mr.  Brinckle  toward 
Church  affairs,  it  is  well  to  remember  the  date  at  which  his  diary 
starts,  viz.  1848.  This  was  fifteen  years  after  the  Church  Revival 
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had  been  initiated  at  Oxford,  with  the  famous  Assize  Sermon  in 
St.  Mary’s,  the  University  Church,  in  July,  1833.  The  aim  of  the 
Oxford  Movement,  as  it  developed  under  John  Keble,  John  Henry 
Newman,  and  Edward  Pusey,  was  to  restore  the  principles  and 
traditions  enshrined  in  the  Anglican  Prayer  Book.  These  principles 
and  traditions,  while  steadily  maintained  in  the  Prayer  Book,  had 
been  largely  obscured,  and  ignored  in  popular  practice,  so  that 
while  it  might  be  said  that  the  Church  in  her  official  Book  was 
definitely  Catholic  both  in  teaching  and  practice,  the  actual  usage 
of  the  Church,  especially  since  the  accession  of  the  Dutch  and 
German  monarchs  of  England,  had  become  quite  prevalently 
Protestant.  In  this  way  it  was  natural  and  inevitable  that  there 
should  arise  conflict  between  the  disciples  of  Oxford,  the  High 
Church  group,  and  the  upholders  of  the  current  usage  of  over  a 
century  and  a  half,  the  Low  Church  group.  Both  were  honest  in 
their  claims,  and  both  justified,  so  far  as  they  went,  in  that  High 
Churchmen  appealed  to  the  official  formularies  and  the  older 
traditions  of  the  Church,  while  low  Churchmen  laid  claim  to  the 
atmosphere  and  ethics  of  the  Church  in  which  they  and  their 
immediate  ancestors  had  been  brought  up.  A  conflict  between 
these  two  attitudes  toward  Church  questions  could  hardly  be 
avoided,  especially  as  each  group  tended  to  misunderstand  and 
misinterpret  the  attitude  of  the  other,  and  also  because  occasion¬ 
ally  they  were  not  too  well  informed  as  to  their  own  principles. 

Mr.  Brinckle  was  a  standard  Low  Churchman,  or  Evangelical, 
and  his  determined  opposition  both  to  the  teaching  and  practice 
of  anyone  whom  he  suspected  of  being  High  Church  was  very 
marked.  Early  in  his  diary,  when  he  hears  Mr.  Van  Deusen,  rector 
of  Trinity  Church,  Wilmington,  preach,  he  comments  that  though 
it  was  not  objectionable  as  some,  it  “was  characterized  by  his 
peculiar  views  and  based  on  the  Tractarian  theory  of  baptism.” 
Mr.  Brinckle  adds  grimly  “I  see  a  necessity  greater  and  greater  of 
‘speaking  the  truth  in  love.’  ”  In  regard  to  a  baptism  at  Trinity 
Church,  he  remarks  “I  thought  to  myself,  surely  those  who  believe 
in  baptismal  regeneration  without  any  spiritual  change,  cannot 
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believe  in  the  necessity  of  any  spiritual  change/’  Here  of  course  he 
simply  misunderstands  the  traditional  meaning  of  Holy  Baptism. 
A  “spiritual  change,”  by  which  he  evidently  means  a  moral  change 
is  of  course  absolutely  necessary  for  the  carrying  out  of  baptismal 
obligations,  but  this  moral  practice  is  not  itself,  Holy  Baptism.  It 
is  God  who  operates  in  Baptism,  and  not  man. 

Later  on,  in  1858,  when  a  monument  to  Alexis  du  Pont  had 
been  erected,  the  inscription  ran  “To  the  beloved  memory  Alexis 
Irenee  du  Pont  Born  February  14,  1816.  Born  again  of  water  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  July  4,  1852.”  This  greatly  offends  Mr.  Brinckle. 
He  protests  “I  baptized  him  on  a  profession  of  this  new  birth, 
and  now  it  is  assumed  to  have  taken  place  at  Baptism.  None  of 
the  family  has  alluded  to  it  to  me.” 

That  the  Tractarian  belief  as  to  Baptism  was  magical  and  super- 
sitious  seems  to  have  been  a  final  conviction  of  Mr.  Brinckle  and 
leads  him  even  to  defend  himself  in  what  he  considers  opposition  to 
it.  In  1859,  he  went  to  baptize  a  sick  child,  and  when  this  had  been 
done,  two  other  children  were  presented  to  him  to  be  baptized. 
He  then  explains  what  he  did.  “I  had  to  go  over  the  Service  again, 
not  trusting  to  any  grace  in  the  water,  beyond  the  prayer  which 
accompanied  it.  I  simply  omitted  the  Gospel  the  2nd  time.”  Thus 
his  party  enthusiasm  led  him  to  bless  the  water  twice  and  leave 
out  the  reading  of  the  Gospel  to  the  second  group.  It  is  all  very 
pathetic. 

Out  beyond  the  purview  of  his  own  convictions,  the  changes  in 
the  Diocese  of  Delaware  became  visible.  In  1852  he  rejoices  that 
by  the  elections  to  the  Standing  Committee  in  the  Diocesan  Con¬ 
vention  “Thus  is  our  Church,  so  far  as  Convention  is  concerned, 
completely  disenthralled  from  Tractarian  rule.”  Five  years  later, 
in  1857,  radical  changes  had  taken  place.  “High  Churchism  pre¬ 
ponderates  in  Convention  and  they  acted  accordingly,  making  a 
complete  turnout  of  the  Evangelicals  in  the  Standing  Committee.” 
Naturally,  Mr.  Brinckle  felt  close  to  his  Presbyterian  brothers.  In 
the  little  schoolhouse,  where  his  work  started,  a  Presbyterian 
minister  preached  every  fourth  Sunday.  Mrs.  Bauduy  who  ran  the 
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Sunday  School  for  some  thirty  years  had  long  used  a  set  of  Presby¬ 
terian  lessons.  Apparently,  Anglican  lessons  were  not  popular,  for 
during  her  regime,  the  good  lady  had  also  used  “Romish”  lessons. 

The  relations  with  the  Presbyterians  were  not  improved  when 
Alexis  du  Pont  was  reported  to  have  called  the  Presbyterian 
Church  “A  Synagogue  of  Satan,”  and  to  have  circulated  among 
Presbyterians  the  well  known  book  “A  Presbyterian  in  Search  of 
the  Church.”  Mr.  Brinckle  preached  a  sermon  repudiating  all  such 
“high  church  views.” 

The  story  of  the  bitter  controversies  over  minutiae  of  ceremonial 
is  always  dreary,  and  it  might  well  be  omitted  save  that  it  depicts 
a  genuine  cross  section  in  the  life  and  thought  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  for  nearly  threescore  years.  Back  of  the  quarrels  over  most 
superficial  and  unimportant  things  were  indeed  profound  theo¬ 
logical  and  religious  issues,  but  these  hardly  ever  came  to  the 
front.  The  quarrels  were  hardly  edifying.  When  the  new  church  at 
Christiana  Hundred  was  to  be  named,  Captain  (later  Admiral) 
du  Pont  said  “it  was  desirable  to  avoid  a  Saint’s  name,”  and  thus 
to  Mr.  Brinckle’s  great  satisfaction,  the  church  was  named  Christ 
Church.  Over  the  new  church  there  was  much  heartburning  over 
the  possibility  of  its  having  a  cross  on  the  spire  and  over  the  shape 
of  the  chancel  and  the  raising  of  the  altar  on  a  step.  Also  crosses 
on  the  altar  cloth,  a  cross  on  the  baptismal  font,  a  cross  printed  on 
a  baptismal  certificate,  all  these  “extreme”  practices  were  opposed 
by  Mr.  Brinckle,  and  it  is  a  credit  to  his  personal  ability  that  in 
most  cases  his  views  prevailed. 

Frequent  clashes  occurred  as  to  wearing  the  surplice.  At  the 
funeral  of  Alexis  du  Pont,  it  was  proposed  that  the  clergy  put  on 
their  surplices  at  the  house  and  “walk,  robed  up  to  the  Church.” 
This,  of  course,  Mr.  Brinckle  did  not  like  and  he  tried  to  avoid 
complying.  The  other  side  apparently  carried  the  day,  however, 
and  the  service  as  a  whole  stirred  the  good  Evangelical  to  the 
uncharitable  judgment:  “The  solemnity  was  much  destroyed  by 
Parker’s  follies.”  His  anger  was  not  lessened  when  he  learned  that 
on  the  day  after  the  funeral,  Mr.  Parker  had  “administered  the 
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communion  to  Mrs.  Alexis  and  her  family.”  The  same  temper  is 
shown  in  an  incident  related  to  a  Mr.  Hazlehurst  who  had  organ¬ 
ized  an  Episcopal  Church  under  the  name  of  Calvary.  “Mr.  H. 
took  the  Bishop  to  a  neighboring  house  and  asked  him  to  put  on 
the  surplice  to  preach  in.  The  Bishop  declining,  Mr.  H.  said, 
‘Perhaps  you  would  rather  I  should  not  wear  it.'  The  Bishop  said, 
‘No,  you  can  do  as  you  choose.’  So  he  put  it  on,  the  Bishop  wearing 
nothing.” 

It  would  hardly  be  in  good  taste  to  narrate  such  trivialities  did 
they  not  express  the  heated  feelings  of  their  period,  when  deep 
principles  became  bound  up  with  the  more  external  and  in  them¬ 
selves  unimportant  practices. 

A  more  serious  controversy  is  recorded  in  the  diary  in  regard  to 
the  treatment  of  the  consecrated  Bread  and  Wine,  which  may 
remain  after  all  communicants  have  received.  The  Prayer  Book 
very  distinctly  orders  that  “the  Minister  and  other  Communicants 
shall  immediately  after  the  Blessing,  reverently  eat  and  drink  the 
same.”  This  rubric  was  put  into  the  English  Prayer  Book  of  1662 
in  order  to  prevent  the  (Puritan-minded)  Minister  from  treating 
the  consecrated  Elements  as  ordinary  and  unconsecrated  elements. 
To  this  the  Low  Church  clergy  objected  and  introduced  a  practice 
with  a  subtle  distinction  in  meaning.  The  Minister  would  ask  the 
Communicants  to  help  to  consume  what  might  be  left,  but  they 
must  do  this  standing ,  and  not  kneeling.  The  implication  of  this 
was  that  the  effects  of  the  consecration  ceased  as  soon  as  the 
service  was  over,  and  all  that  the  people  received  after  the  service 
was  ordinary  bread  and  wine.  This  was  plainly  contrary  to  the 
thought  of  the  rubric  which  said  that  the  “Communicants” 
should  “reverently”  consume  what  was  left.  Either  the  Elements 
were  consecrated  Elements  or  they  were  not.  If  they  were  it  was 
right  that  only  Communicants  should  receive  them,  and  that  they 
should  be  treated  reverently.  If  they  were  really  unconsecrated 
elements,  mere  bread  and  wine,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  why 
anyone  should  not  get  rid  of  them,  and  why  any  special  reverence 
should  be  required. 
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Mr.  Brinckle  evidently  considered  'that  the  refusal  to  show 
respect  to  the  Elements  was  an  important  principle  of  Evangeli- 
canism.  On  a  certain  Sunday  he  noticed  with  concern  “that  in  the 
distribution  of  the  bread  after  the  Communion,  Alexis  du  Pont  and 
wife,  Mrs.  Smith  ‘following  suit/  took  it  as  if  receiving  The  Com¬ 
munion  a  second  time.”  A  little  later  he  amplifies  his  thought. 
“Had  a  conversation  with  Mrs.  Bauduy  in  regard  to  the  wine 
after  Communion,  her  brother  and  his  wife  disliking  my  practice 
of  not  consuming  it.  Told  her  I  never  would  alter  it,  nor  would  I 
invite  persons  up  to  the  chancel,  thereby  sanctioning  their  practice 
of  kneeling — that  I  would  send  the  plate  around  as  Bp.  Lee  did.” 
Here  indeed  was  definite  disloyalty  and  calculated  irreverence. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  Mr.  Brinckle  was 
unique  in  this.  He  was  but  acting  on  the  genuine  principles  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Evangelical  Party.  Bishop  Lee,  a  leader  of  that  Party 
strongly  supported  him.  “The  Bishop  told  me  this  morning  of  a 
conversation  he  had  with  Alexis  on  the  consumption  of  the  Ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Communion.  Mr.  Du  Pont  referred  to  my  manner  of 
serving  the  bread  around  by  a  lay  person  and  quoted  a  layman 
from  Newark  who  said  he  had  never  seen  such  a  thing.  To  which 
the  Bishop  replied  that  he  had  many  a  time.”  He  added  that 
possibly  Mr.  Brinckle  would  not  mind  distributing  it  himself,  if  it 
were  understood  that  the  people  were  not  to  kneel.  This  was  the 
practice  of  that  great  Bishop  in  the  North,  John  Henry  Hopkins 
of  Vermont. 

What  this  didactic  irreverence  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  resulted 
in  among  the  laity  is  evident  in  two  incidents  which  shocked  even 
Mr.  Brinckle’s  ardent  Protestantism.  On  one  occasion,  for  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  the  Sacrament,  Mrs.  Bauduy  “handed  it  to  some  per¬ 
sons,  talking  at  the  same  time.”  And  another  time,  “Captain 
du  Pont  seeing  the  Communicants  not  coming  up,  had  taken  the 
plate  out  of  my  hand  to  distribute.”  After  all,  these  lay  people 
were  only  living  up  to  the  theology  taught  them.  Bad  practice  by 
the  clergy  called  forth  bad  practice  by  the  laity.  Mr.  Brinckle 
boasts  of  his  practice  to  “pour  back  the  remaining  wine  for  the 
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next  communion,”  yet  he  is  hurt  that  the  laity  “stinted”  him  in 
the  wine,  and  that  “as  usual”  there  was  “a  scarcity  of  the  Ele¬ 
ments,  though  I  have  several  times  asked  to  have  this  grievance 
abated.” 

Truly  it  was  one  of  the  great  tragedies  of  Anglicanism  that  dur¬ 
ing  these  years  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  great 
Sacrament  of  Love  and  Unity  should  have  been  treated  as  the 
focus  of  bitterness  and  suspicion. 

In  1853  Dr.  William  Augustus  Muhlenburg  petitioned  the 
General  Convention  to  allow  greater  freedom  in  the  use  of  the 
Prayer  Book  services.  The  usual  custom  had  been  to  say  Morning 
Prayer,  Litany  and  the  Ante-Communion  Service  on  most  Sun¬ 
days  in  the  year,  and  to  use  Morning  Prayer,  Litany,  and  the 
entire  Communion  Service  on  “Communion  Sundays.”  As  a  result 
of  Dr.  Muhlenburg’s  Memorial,  the  Convention  of  1856  definitely 
allowed  the  three  services  to  be  used  either  separately  or  together. 
There  was  considerable  and  unintelligent  party  voting  in  regard  to 
this.  Historically,  the  High  Churchmen  ought  to  have  welcomed 
the  change,  since  it  put  the  various  services  in  their  historic  rela¬ 
tionship  and  indeed  allowed  specifically  for  the  Eucharist,  and 
nothing  else,  to  be  the  service  of  Sunday.  Equally  for  these 
reasons,  the  Low  Churchmen  ought  to  have  opposed  the  change. 
Strangely  enough,  in  actual  fact  the  reverse  was  the  case.  Most  of 
the  High  Churchmen  opposed  the  change,  largely  because  it  was 
a  change.  While  the  Low  Churchmen  apparently  welcomed  it 
because  it  imposed  upon  them  less  of  the  Prayer  Book. 

Thus,  we  find  this  Church-wide  controversy  reflected  in  Mr. 
Brinckle’s  cure.  Bp.  Lee,  the  Low  Churchman  leader,  led  off  in 
January,  1857  by  stating  that  he  would  act  “on  the  Memorial  by 
having  the  shortened  service  at  Communion.”  Mr.  Brinckle  fol¬ 
lowed  suit  by  announcing  at  the  end  of  the  month  that  he  would  do 
likewise.  Alexis  du  Pont,  the  High  Churchman,  objected  and 
“expostulated”  with  him.  Finding  Mr.  Brinckle  “immovable,” 
Mr.  Du  Pont  said  that  in  the  future  he  would  communicate  at 
Trinity  Church  in  Wilmington.  He  also  influenced  the  Vestry  to 
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attempt  to  compel  Mr.  Brinckle  to  use  the  entire  service.  This, 
however,  was  so  clearly  an  invasion  of  the  right  of  the  rector  to 
control  the  services  that  nothing  but  unhappiness  came  of  it.  Mr. 
Brinckle  continued  his  “abridged  services,”  and  thus  uncon¬ 
sciously  worked  for  that  ritual  improvement  which  he  so  feared. 
His  comment  under  March  ist  might  well  have  been  written  by 
a  very  High  Churchman: — “Being  Lent,  had  the  Litany  with  the 
abridged  Service.  For  the  first  time  kept  the  whole  congregation 
during  the  Communion,  which  prevented  some  communicants 
from  going  away.”  Later  on  “Being  Communion  Sunday,  used 
simply  that  Service.” 

Thus  was  God’s  hand  moving  to  bring  about  the  good  result, 
even  among  those  who  had  they  foreseen  it  would  have  been 
opposed  to  the  result.  There  was  some  justification  in  the  fears  of 
the  High  Churchmen  that  any  change  in  the  rubric  might  lead  to 
a  lessened  sense  of  rubrical  loyalty.  Unfortunately,  traces  of  that 
are  visible  today.  Nevertheless,  though  the  recognition  of  the 
services  are  separate  and  distinct,  the  way  was  prepared  for  the 
Lord’s  Service  on  the  Lord’s  Day  as  the  norm  of  Christian  worship. 

And  what  shall  we  say  of  the  Church  life  and  principles  of  good 
Mr.  Brinckle’s  companion,  opponent,  and  yet  in  reality,  true 
friend,  Alexis  du  Pont? 

He  stands  forth  in  the  record  as  a  high  example  of  the  upright 
and  intelligent  layman,  converted  from  remote  connections  with 
the  Church  to  the  full  life  of  the  Prayer  Book,  on  the  acceptance 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church.  Such  a 
personality  once  won  to  the  Church,  almost  always  develops  a  far 
stronger  type  of  Churchmanship  than  one  brought  up  in  the 
Church,  and  merely  accepting  it  conventionally.  Mr.  Brinckle,  it 
is  true,  also  “accepted  the  Church,”  but  he  did  so  with  a  veneer 
of  Protestant  controversy  and  never  seems  to  have  realized,  much 
less  believed  in,  the  underlying  principles  of  the  Church,  which  the 
Prayer  Book  expressed. 

Mr.  Brinckle,  realized  the  value  of  winning  Mr.  Du  Pont  to  the 
Church  as  early  as  1851.  Mrs.  Alexis  had  been  instrumental  in 
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getting  a  melodeon  for  the  Mission,  and  Mr.  Brinckle  comments 
in  regard  to  this  that  Mr.  Du  Pont  “seems  much  interested  in  this 
improvement,  and  has  been  bespeaking  some  male  singers  for  our 
choir.  Should  this  be  the  means  of  leading  him  to  attend  church, 
and  to  such  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  may  lead  him  to  the 
Saviour,  it  will  indeed  be  a  matter  of  heartfelt  joy.”  A  little  later, 
he  notes  “Alexis  du  Pont  at  church,  attracted  by  the  music.  I  pray 
that  his  heart  may  be  interested.”  Mr.  Brinckle  was  a  faithful 
pastor,  and  he  adds  another  prayer  for  Alexis  “Lord,  carry  on  this 
work  until  his  body,  soul  and  spirit  are  consecrated  to  Thee!” 

Finally  in  April,  1852,  Mr.  Du  Pont  became  a  vestryman,  though 
as  yet  unbaptized.  On  July  4th,  Mr.  Brinckle  baptized  him. 

Almost  immediately,  however,  a  sharp  divergence  of  views  ap¬ 
peared.  Mr.  Du  Pont,  while  attracted  personally  to  Mr.  Brinckle, 
had  come  under  the  influence  of  the  High  Church  principles  of  Mr. 
Van  Deusen.  In  hardly  more  than  two  weeks  after  the  baptism,  the 
Diary  records,  “Alexis  du  Pont  paid  me  a  visit  of  painful  character. 
He  now  avows  himself  a  high  churchman — having  determined,  he 
says,  to  search  the  whole  subject  to  the  bottom.  He  has  ordered 
some  Tractarian  publications  from  the  bookseller.  Said  he  was  not 
at  all  satisfied  with  Dr.  Bedell’s  explanation  of  the  VI  Chapter  of 
St.  John;  that  he  believed  in  the  reality,  not  the  symbol.” 

This  gives  the  clue  to  all  the  later  antagonism  between  these 
two  godly  men,  as  narrated  earlier  in  these  pages.  Mr.  Du  Pont 
was  moving  steadily  into  the  full  sacramental  belief  of  historic 
Christianity  while  his  pastor  was  limited  by  the  conventional 
slogans  and  evasions  of  recent  generations.  Their  opposition  to  the 
position  of  each  other  on  points  of  ceremonial,  teaching,  and  serv¬ 
ices  all  sprang  from  this  fundamental  difference  of  their  picture  of 
the  nature  of  Christianity. 

It  is  edifying,  however,  to  know  that  these  two  devout  Chris¬ 
tians  were  brought  together  at  the  last.  Mr.  Du  Pont  was  fatally 
injured  by  a  powder  explosion  in  August,  1857.  Mr.  Brinckle  was 
summoned  and  on  August  23rd,  administered  the  Sacrament  for 
the  last  time  to  his  old  friend,  and  he  notes  “Never  at  any  time 
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have  we  had  a  word  of  personal  difference.  It  was  all  ecclesiastical, 
growing  out  of  his  perversion,  immediately  after  he  was  hopefully 
converted.  It  was  delightful  today  to  see  him  leaning  on  Christ 
alone.,,  It  was  of  course  entirely  beyond  the  good  rector’s  ken  that 
this  trust  on  the  part  of  Alexis  in  our  Lord  Christ  did  not  imply 
in  the  slightest  degree  any  turning  his  back  upon  Tractarian 
principles. 

Thus  we  have  a  right  to  thank  God  that  the  larger  unity  and 
richness  of  view  of  historic  Christianity  developed  and  prevailed, 
which  at  the  same  time  loyalty  to  conscience,  even  a  very  narrow 
conscience,  in  no  way  lost  its  reward. 
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LETTERS  OF  ALFRED  VICTOR  DUPONT 
TO  HIS  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS 

☆ 

Rectitudine  Sto. 

Du  Pont  Family  Motto. 

June  1854. 

My  Brothers  &  Sisters, 

It  was  with  sorrow  I  heard,  on  the  24th  inst,  it  was  contem¬ 
plated  to  coerce  the  Firm  into  giving  land  to  build  a  church;  I  say 
give  because  no  payment  in  money  could  be  an  equivalent. — Our 
Father’s  intentions  were  that  no  partiality  or  leaning  to  any 
Sectarian  Creed  should  be  shown,  in  our  Mills  persons  of  different 
persuasions  are  employed,  they  as  well  as  ourselves  have  a  right  to 
adopt  any  creed  they  may  think  best,  provided  that  it  does  not 
interfere  with  the  laws  of  our  Country,  or  by  the  regulations  re¬ 
quired  to  be  observed  within  the  limits  of  the  lands  held  by  the 
Firm. — Our  Father  resisted  every  application  made  for  land  to  be 
used  for  the  purpose;  the  case  of  the  Sunday  School  is  no  excep¬ 
tion,  he  saw  with  regret  the  purpose  it  was  gradually  being  con¬ 
verted  to;  he  approved  of  my  putting  an  end  to  all  evening  preach¬ 
ing  there;  moreover  when  the  great  effort  of  revivals  of  1819,  1820 
took  place,  it  was  with  his  consent  I  wrote  to  a  very  revd.  &  good 
Clergyman  that  he  should  be  ducked  in  the  creek  the  very  first 
time  he  could  be  found  on  our  property. 

Our  Father  was  liberal  in  giving  money  for  charitable  and 
religious  purposes,  but  could  never  countenance  or  assist  any 
religionist;  he  had  his  own  opinion,  but  could  never  have  favoured 
one  Sect  in  preference  to  another;  he  had  the  piece  of  ground 
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where  he  now  rests  consecrated,  the  Water  sprinkled  on  it  was  not 
a  mark  of  Sectarian  prejudice,  it  merely  was  a  mark  of  respect  to 
the  wishes  of  his  relatives,  and  was  considered  proper,  especially 
on  account  of  our  people  whose  mangled  remains  were  to  be  de¬ 
posited  in  the  same  ground  with  ourselves. 

Bidermann* 1  and  myself  adhered  to  the  same  rule;  hence  the 
stern  refusal  of  granting  land  for  a  Catholic  Church;  the  last 
instance  was  when  it  was  proposed  to  build  St.  Joseph’s  Church; 
the  last  denial  was  so  positive  that  to  show  there  was  no  prejudice 
against  one  class  of  men  in  particular  I  and  several  of  my  Brothers 
gave  pecuniary  help  to  assist  in  building  the  said  Church. 

When  our  excellent  Brother,  Eleuthera’s  husband,  wished  to 
have  a  piece  of  ground  it  was  denied  him,  but  I  offered  to  give 
liberally  towards  the  purchase  of  a  lot  elsewhere. 

Several  members  of  our  family  have  land,  Bidermann,  Charles, 
Francis  and  Mr.  Breck  are  in  this  position;  moreover  a  proper 
location  could  be  had  from  some  one  of  our  neighbors;  distance 
could  be  no  objection,  all  the  members  of  our  family,  except  my¬ 
self,  keeping  carriages  &  horses. 

It  is  wrong  there  should  be  a  difference  of  opinion  on  so  trifling 
a  subject  when  it  can  be  so  easily  avoided;  let  an  acre  or  two  be 
purchased  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  Firm’s  Real  estate,  then 
everyone  of  our  name  will  join  with  heart  and  purse  in  the  under¬ 
taking. 

The  trustees  of  the  Firm  might  give  a  valid  title  to  a  piece  of 
land,  and  even  could  give  a  perpetual  road  way  to  connect  said  lot 
to  a  County  road;  but  look  at  the  future  annoyances  that  will 
result;  first,  all  future  improvements  on  part  of  our  own  land 
would  become  impossible,  for  the  road  way  granted  could  not  be 
removed  and  no  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Firm  could  be  built 
near  the  Church,  only  one  acre  given  would  make  some  fifty  or 
sixty  worthless  so  far  as  the  mills  may  hereafter  require  extension ; 
second,  the  church  will  have  to  be  held  and  regulated  by  a  Board 

of  Trustees,  the  majority  in  the  first  board  could  be  under  our  own 

1  James  Antoine  Bidermann,  brother-in-law  of  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont. 
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influence,  but  this  could  not  last  long,  the  Board  would  soon  be 
composed  of  very  excellent  religious  men  who  would  for  the  sake 
of  Mother  Church  resort  to  all  means,  even  to  crushing  down  the 
family  who  gave  them  land  &  support. 

It  should  be  observed  that  although  the  lands  of  the  firm  can  be 
legally  sold, — any  sale  made,  except  as  a  last  resort  to  avoid  the 
disgrace  of  bankruptcy,  would  be  criminal  in  the  highest  degree; 
in  fact  it  would  amount  to  taking  because  the  plunderer  had  the 
power  to  do  so; — these  expressions  may  appear  strong  to  a 
religionist  but  they  are  weak  to  convey  the  truth. — The  property 
was  held  first  by  E.  I.  du  Pont,  although  he  had  furnished  but  a 
small  part  of  the  Capital;  future  additions  were  made  in  his  name 
so  long  as  he  remained  with  us.1  (the  purchase  of  the  Hiron’s  farm 
is  no  exception)  for  my  services  entitled  me  to  some  wages  and  our 
father  well  knew  that  I  would  at  any  time  make  the  property  be 
that  of  all  his  Children.  After  our  father’s  death  (the  properties) 
were  made  in  my  name;  years  after  the  whole  including  all  the 
lands  purchased  by  my  own  self  was  merged  in  a  trusteeship,  not 
with  the  view  of  selling,  but  to  enable  the  firm  to  mortgage  in  case 
of  a  misfortune  such  as  that  of  March,  1818. — No  losses  to  be  com¬ 
pared  to  those  of  1817  and  1818  have  occurred  since,  therefore  no 
funds  had  to  be  raised  by  mortgage;  nevertheless  the  land  was 
there,  the  last  resort,  known  to  be  undoubted  security;  touch  the 
land,  never  mind  how  charitable  the  object,  (the)  trust  is  broken; 
give  money,  tax  the  generosity  of  your  friends  to  (the)  very  last 
limits,  but  leave  our  homestead  unbroken. — In  a  country  such  as 
ours  where  each  generation  is  apt  to  wear  the  most  fashionable 
dress  and  eat  the  fat  of  the  land  without  dreaming  of  futurity, 
religious  opinions  are  dropped  or  taken  up  with  ease  &  unconcern; 
the  Du  Ponts  now  growing  up  cannot  be  supposed  to  adopt  the 
Creeds  of  their  parents;  only  four  of  the  seven  children  of  our 
father  have  issue,  the  majority  are  Girls  who  will  marry  or  at  all 
events  can  have  nothing  but  a  pecuniary  interest  in  the  manufac- 

1  Punctuated  as  in  the  original,  but  this  is  the  copy  of  a  rough  draft  and  does  not  seem 
correct  in  the  indicated  sentence.  B.  G.  du  Pont. 
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ture  of  Gunpowder;  as  to  the  Boys, — one  is  in  France  and  cannot 
be  supposed  to  become  a  drudge  at  hard  labour  in  the  mills;  of 
my  four  sons,  two1  are  at  work,  one2  is  gone,  the  fourth3  is  ready  to 
obey  orders. -“Henry  has  an  only  son,4  that  child  will  be  an  honor 
to  our  name  and  if  on  any  emergency  his  time  or  talents  are  wanted 
they  will  be  given  to  the  Firm  without  regret,  his  ruling  motives 
will  be  duty  and  respect  to  the  name  of  Du  Pont. — Alexis  has 
three  sons,  excellent  Boys,  (but  already  sold  to — the  Church  or  the 
Doctor  Shop)  but  their  education  will  not  permit  us  to  hope  for 
their  help.  All  our  future  success  therefore  rests  now  on  five  grand 
children  of  our  Father,  two  are  now  at  work  and  at  any  moment 
may  be  swept  away  like  our  poor  teams  in  Wilmington. 

Where  then  is  the  Majority  which  is  to  compel  the  Firm  to  bow 
down  to  one  sect;  it  has  been  said  that  such  a  majority  existed  & 
would  be  used  as  a  knockdown  argument  without  the  least  regard 
to  the  feelings  of  the  minority,  this  boasted  majority  consists  of 
daughters  of  E.  I.  du  Pont,  who  have  only  a  pecuniary  interest  in 
the  Firm  and  cannot  appreciate  what  his  opinions  and  intent  were; 
Our  Father  was  no  religionist,  but  had  he  inclined  to  be  a  Saint 
certainly  his  road  to  Heaven  would  never  have  been  through  the 
Church  of  England;  neither  would  he  have  entailed  any  one  Creed 
on  the  Firm. 

You  may  deem  my  expressions  harsh,  they  have  been  read  and 
corrected  three  times  with  the  intention  of  using  mild  &  conciliat¬ 
ing  language;  and  have  done  so  with  every  hope  that  our  name 
would  remain  a  tower  of  strength,  existing  on  the  firm  foundation 
laid  by  our  father. 

But  it  is  my  duty  to  state  that  most  foolish  reports,  such  as  if 
I  had  heard  them  direct  from  the  persons  said  to  have  given  coun¬ 
tenance  to  them  I,  as  the  son  of  E.  I.  du  Pont,  would  not  have 
given  credit  to  my  own  sense  of  hearing. 

1  Irenee  and  Lammot. 

2  Alfred  V.  (to  Louisville,  Ky.) 

3  Bidermann. 

4  Henry  A. 
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The  first  was  the  project  of  building  a  church  near  the  Graves 
of  our  relatives;  the  idea  was  so  truly  ridiculous  that  small  atten¬ 
tion  was  paid  to  it;  the  project  involved  in  itself  the  removal  of  the 
remains  of  my  Father  &  Mother;  another  grave  which  my  father 
held  Sacred  and  which  has  long  since  been  under  my  charge;  that 
of  my  aunt,  must  have  been  removed;  it  is  few  who  know  my 
feelings  on  this  subject,  she  gave  me  the  best  possible  advice, 
equal  &  probably  better  than  she  gave  her  own  children;  I  did  not 
profit  by  it,  but  is  my  debt  of  love  &  gratitude  the  less? 

The  second  rumour  was  one  that  appeared  in  a  Wilmington 
newspaper,  abt.  five  months  since,  viz.  that  the  Du  Ponts  were 
going  to  build  a  Church;  I  enquired  into  this  absurd  rumour  & 
was  assured  that  it  was  merely  a  Blue  Hen  Chicken  lie. 

The  third  rumour,  viz.  that  our  father,  were  he  now  alive  would 
be  led  by  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  disgrace  his  name  must  be 
false;  the  world  knows  that  E.  I.  du  Pont  could  not  stoop  to  kiss 
“the  Mule  de  Pape”  or  kneel  to  St.  Henry  the  Eighth  of  England. 

I  beg  the  project  may  be  dropped  until  Bidermann  and  myself 
are  gone;  then  our  father  will  be  forgotten  and  the  majority  may 
have  its  own  way;  even  then  the  opinion  of  the  true  Du  Ponts,  who 
will  on  a  Sunday  empty  &  fill  a  Dry  house  with  the  same  pleasure 
as  they  would  sit  on  velvet  cushions  in  a  pew,  should  be  para¬ 
mount.  You  all  can  build  in  or  attach  to  your  dwellings  a  private 
Chapel  or  Oratory,  ornament  it  with  Bibles,  Crosses,  Crucifixes, 
reliques  of  saints  as  may  suit  the  fashion  of  the  day;  you  can  build 
a  Church  or  Cathedral  where  you  like,  but  do  not  place  it  on  the 
homestead  earned  by  half  a  century  of  steady  exertions;  there  is 
ample  room  between  our  limits  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. — The  first 
pastor  employed  will  no  doubt  be  a  very  worthy  Man,  but  the 
next  Gentleman  in  black  may  and  it  is  highly  probable  will  (such 
is  the  tendency  of  the  present  age)  through  motives  of  charity, 
foment  religious  disputes  on  our  place  and  what  is  worse  create  & 
foster  disunion  among  ourselves. 

The  question  is  simple;  will  the  fancied  majority  of  E.  I.  du 
Pont’s  Children  persevere  in  carrying  out  their  intent  by  force,  or 
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will  they  with  true  Christian  feeling  agree  to  leave  the  homestead 
sacred  and  untouched. — A  prompt  answer  is  wanted,  for  if  this 
remonstrance  cannot  protect  us  from  the  Curse  of  religious  dis¬ 
putes,  it  must  be  ascertained  whether  other  means  can  save  us 
from  being  religionists. 

Your  Brother, 

Alfred  du  Pont. 


Unsigned  letter  from  Alfred  du  Pont  to  his  Sister — 

probably  Mrs.  Bauduy  June  27,  1854. 

My  Sister — 

Enclosed  are  some  remarks  showing  part  of  the  evils  which  must 
result  from  the  reckless  step  you  are  taking;  I  say  reckless  because 
the  measure  is  being  carried  through  regardless  of  the  feelings  & 
interests  of  your  nearest  relatives  and  of  your  own  happiness  in 
this  World;  as  to  the  next,  the  Church  teaches  that  the  end  sancti¬ 
fies  the  means,  it  may  be  so,  but  our  Grandfather  &  father 
believed  the  contrary. — Had  it  been  proposed  to  our  father 
to  give  land  to  a  church,  his  answer  would  have  been  one  word, 
“NEVER.” 

You  may  think  I  was  harsh  last  Sunday,  but  if  you  will  look 
back  and  reflect  seriously,  you  will  admit  that  the  mildest  terms 
possible  were  used,  for  place  yourself  in  my  position. 

Some  years  since  I  was  told  that  a  majority  of  the  Children  of 
E.  I.  du  Pont  deeming  it  proper  a  church  should  be  built,  the 
thing  must  be  done,  and  that  the  minority  had  not  even  the  poor 
privilege  of  stating  their  opinion.  This  I  considered  idle  talk,  no 
actual  majority  existed;  what  are  three  daughters  who  have  not 
one  son  to  place  in  the  mills  and  if  they  had  a  dozen  would  not  do 
it?  Our  father  often  said  that  if  his  daughters’  shares  of  his  estate 
could  not  support  them  decently,  the  last  cent  of  money  should  be 
given  them;  but  that  his  sons  ought  to  have  the  use  of  the  mills; 
they  then  could  maintain  our  name  &  their  success  would  advan- 
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tage  his  daughters  for  they  of  course  would  be  protected  at  any 
cost  or  risk,  except  one,  dishonour  on  the  name. 

The  next  intimation  received  was  that  a  Church  was  to  be  lo¬ 
cated  in  close  proximity  to  our  family  grave  yard;  the  thing  was 
truly  ridiculous;  how  could  my  Sisters  insist  in  forcing  our  brother 
Bidermann  &  myself  to  have  to  purchase  another  resting  place, 
nay  worse  to  have  to  remove  the  graves  of  our  Grandfather, 
father,  mother  &  aunt. 

The  third  notice  was  through  a  newspaper  dated  January — 
1854,  it  read,  the  Du  Ponts  are  about  erecting  an  Episcopalian 
Church  on  their  property;  this  was  serious,  I  enquired  and  was 
told  it  was  an  untruth. 

In  April  last  rumours  became  common,  they  did  not  require 
attention  because  I  believed  nothing  would  be  enforced  without 
a  trial  to  effect  conciliation.  On  my  part  I  was  willing  to  give 
money  but  not  land;  there  is  space  enough  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  homestead  to  locate  a  Church  without  desecrating  the  Soil 
left  us  by  our  father. 

Moreover  the  severe  lesson  received  May  31st1  was  enough  to 
teach  us  we  could  not  lavish  money  just  now  on  Churches;  it 
should  have  taught  us  we  must  work  seven  days  in  each  week, 
instead  of  devoting  our  whole  time,  week  days  &  the  Sabbath,  to 
the  exaltation  of  the  Priesthood. 

Had  not  the  Louisville  business  been  arranged  previous  to  the 
31st  May;  my  Son  would  never  have  gone  West  with  my  con¬ 
sent;  his  duty  would  have  been  in  the  Mills  to  share  the  toil 
&  danger;  backing  out  would  have  magnified  our  loss,  no 
trifle,  tenfold.  I  have  one  son  left,  doomed,  you  would  say  pre¬ 
destined,  to  step  in,  totally  regardless  of  self,  else  he  is  no 
grandson  of  my  father. 

Now  reflect,  what  is  justice  in  a  fancied  majority  made 
up  of  three  daughters  who  cannot  and  if  they  could,  would 
not,  risk  the  life  of  one  son  had  they  dozens,  for  the  honour  or 

1  Refers  to  explosion  of  3  powder  wagons  in  transit  through  the  City  of  Wilmington. 
See  note  of  May  31,  1854  in  Explosion  Record. 
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reputation  of  our  name,  to  weigh  down  &  crush  all  the  future 
hopes  of  the  family. 

Henry  has  an  only  son,  a  noble  boy,  he  will  never  flinch;  but  it 
is  the  only  hope  in  that  branch  as  yet. 

Alexis  has  been  blessed  with  sons,  who  would  have  performed 
their  duty;  but  one  or  two  are  to  be  physicians,  three  or  four 
Priests;  their  father  could  not  let  them  work,  week  days  &  Sun¬ 
days,  to  make  gunpowder  with  the  intent  of  murdering  Christians 
on  the  Battlefield.  He  has  the  right  to  commit  the  sin,  because  he 
did  it  before  becoming  a  convert  to  the  church  (the  old  saying 
which  permitted  the  early  Christians  to  serve  in  the  Legions  of 
Pagan  Rome  and  gave  Constantine  the  throne, — which  politically 
was  all  right,  but  is  such  a  precedent  to  guide  a  son  of  E.  I. 
du  Pont)  NO.  I  do  not  blame  Alexis  he  received  an  education  far 
superior  to  that  given  me,  in  this  our  father  was  right,  his  means 
were  more  ample  and  he  wished  Alexis  to  have  the  same  advan¬ 
tages  as  Bidermann's  only  son,  the  best  that  could  be  had  here, 
but  our  brother  never  had  the  advantage  of  our  father's  advice, 
he  was  yet  a  boy  in  1834 — and  his  childlike  credulity  is  excusable; 
every  allowance  should  be  made  for  this  one — only — fault;  but 
should  his  habit  of  believing  every  thing  in  print  control  the 
destiny  of  our  name? 

I  am  not  begging  for  myself  or  my  sons,  they  must  work  for 
their  daily  bread;  but  I  had  hoped  my  bones  should  rest  under  the 
Soil  before  it  was  given  away  in  perpetual  Bondage. 

It  was  only  Sunday  the  13th,  the  birthday  of  my  first  born,1 
that  I  heard  the  fiat  had  gone  forth,  without  even  the  kindness  of 
giving  notice;  I  then  knew  that  three  of  my  four  sisters  were  gone; 
I  have  one  left,  Evelina,  who  has  had  the  most  severe  trial  of  a 
Mother  in  this  World,  the  loss  of  her  only  Child;2  she  even  for  that 
Child's  sake  would  not  have  violated  her  father's  precepts  under 
the  poor  plea  that  the  Law  gave  her  the  power  to  do  so.  If  you 

1  Victorine  E.  du  Pont  (1825-1887)  married  Peter  Kemble  (1825-1887).  Her  birthday  is 
recorded  as  August  13,  1825. 

2  This  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  Record. 
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believed  me  harsh,  all  I  can  say  is  that  six  days  of  reflection, 
averaging  each  only  four  hours  of  sleep  have  satisfied  me  that 
I  used  the  very  mildest  terms  that  could  be  used. — I  am  aware  of 
the  Cardinal  rule  of  the  Church;  all  means  are  sanctified  by  the 
end,  I  pray  for  your  sake  it  may  prove  so. 

I  know  I  am  too  late,  but  how  could  I  suspect  my  Sisters,  could 
I  dream  a  single  one  would  be  willing  to  sever  the  most  sacred  ties 
to  smooth  the  road  to  heaven;  we  are  taught  the  way  is  rugged; 
it  would  have  been  better  to  have  paid  some  little  respect  to  the 
memory  of  our  father,  even  at  the  risk  of  not  having  the  street 
swept  perfectly  clean  beforehand;  we  know  the  way  is  narrow  & 
should  be  free  of  pebbles;  but  how  can  a  child  of  E.  I.  du  Pont 
balance  the  inconvenience  of  stepping  slowly  against  honour  & 
justice. 

On  Sunday  last  your  only  remark  was  that  Circumstances  had 
altered;  the  only  meaning  of  the  phrase  is  that  you  have  the  power 

and  shall  use  it;  so  be  it.* 1 

1  Comments  on  these  letters  by  Mrs.  B.  G.  du  Pont  are  included  in  the  introductory 
statement  to  the  Chapter  on  Letters  in  Volume  I,  to  which  reference  is  made. 


appendix 

DUPONT  AFFILIATION  WITH 
THE  HUGUENOT  CHURCH 

☆ 

Mais  qu'importe  a  VinfinP 
Victor  Hugo. 


The  Huguenots,  or  Calvinists,  of  France  began  their  struggle 
against  the  Catholic  Church  about  1512  and  continued  it  until  the 
French  Revolution  put  an  end  to  any  State  church;  and  from  its 
beginning  the  forebears  of  the  American  family  Du  Pont  seem  to 
have  been  members  of  that  sect.  As  far  as  is  known,  the  first 
reference  to  the  Du  Pont  family  occurs  in  the  archives  of  the  city 
of  Rouen,  where  the  Registre  des  baptemes  protestants  de  1564  a  1566 
under  date  of  February  22,  1565  contains  the  entry: — “Jehan, 
fils  de  Jehan  du  Pont,  presente  par  Charles  du  Pont.”  Under  date 
of  March  27,  1566  is  noted  the  baptism  o  {  “Jonas, fils  de  Jehan 
du  Pont”  and  on  April  10th  of  that  year  “  Pierre,  fils  de  Pierre 
du  Pont.” 

From  that  time  the  members  of  the  Du  Pont  family  seem  to 
have  gone  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  their  fellow  worshippers. 
They  usually  married  into  other  Huguenot  families.  Some  branches 
of  the  family  wearied  of  the  religious  persecutions  and  settled  in 
other  countries,  but  a  direct  line  stayed  in  or  near  Rouen. 

Even  for  Huguenots  baptism  at  a  Catholic  church  was  impor¬ 
tant,  for  the  church  records  were  the  only  certificates  of  birth;  no- 
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one  in  France  had  a  legal  existence  if  his  name  did  not  appear  on 
those  lists,  and  so  Samuel  du  Pont,  who  was  born  at  Rouen  on 
April  19,  1708,  was  baptized  on  the  following  day  at  the  church 
St.  Pierre  l’Honore;  but  when  he  married  Anne  Alexandrine  de 
Montchanin,  a  member  of  a  Huguenot  family  of  Burgundy,  her¬ 
self  a  devout  member  of  the  reformed  church,  though  their  nuptial 
contract  was  signed  at  Paris  on  the  25th  of  February,  1737,  their 
religious  marriage  was  in  the  Walloon  Protestant  church  at  Tour- 
nay  on  May  19th.  Samuel  du  Pont’s  son,  Pierre  Samuel  du  Pont, 
later  known  as  Du  Pont  de  Nemours,  was  born  in  Paris,  December 
14,  I739-  When  but  a  few  hours  old  he  was  taken  by  his  father  to 
the  Catholic  church  St.  Andre-des-Arts  and  presented  for  baptism  - 
so  that  his  e, tat  civil  might  be  assured. 

At  that  time  no  professions  were  open  to  members  of  the 
Huguenot  Church  except  those  of  clergyman  or  physician.  The 
boy  was  an  eager  student  of  the  classics  and  therefore  agreed  to 
study  for  the  ministry;  his  mother  went  for  advice  to  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Ambassador  from  Holland  who  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  lad  and  found  him  a  tutor  who  could  instruct  him 
in  religious  knowledge  and  also  in  Tacitus,  Horace  and  Cicero, 
some  metaphysics,  theology,  controversy  and  physics.  But  the 
study  of  theology  made  him  very  definitely  a  philosopher.  He 
decided  that  “an  intelligent  man  could  be  neither  Protestant 
nor  Catholic;  that  he  should  respect  the  morality  of  every  form 
of  religion  and  worship  according  to  the  laws  of  his  country.”  He 
satisfied  his  instructors,  tho’  he  told  them  of  his  difficulties,  made 
his  first  Communion  in  the  Catholic  Church  and  after  six  months 
again  took  part  in  that  service,  apparently  for  the  last  time.  His 
mother’s  death  and  his  very  unhappy  relations  with  his  father 
threw  him  quite  on  his  own  resources  and  the  friendships  he 
formed  were  not  with  members  of  the  Huguenot  church.  Ten 
years  later,  when  he  was  about  twenty-four  years  old  he  fell  in 
love  with  Marie  Louise  Le  Dee,  a  Catholic.  Both  fathers  objected 
to  the  marriage  on  religious  grounds.  Monsieur  Le  Dee  was  the 
first  to  yield.  When  his  daughter  begged  him  to  allow  her  to  invite 
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Monsieur  Du  Pont  to  the  festivities  of  her  fete-day  he  answered 
“I  want  your  happiness  above  all  things.  Keep  to  the  Faith  in 
which  you  have  lived.  Be  a  good  wife.  Educate  your  children  in 
your  religion  as  you  should.  Monsieur  Du  Pont  wrote  to  me  yester¬ 
day.  He  assured  me  that  he  is  not  a  Protestant.  I  believe  what  he 
says;  he  is  an  honest  man.”  They  were  married  on  the  26th  of 
January,  1766,  in  the  church  of  Saint  Sulpice  with  both  parents 
“present  and  consenting.” 

Madame  Du  Pont  was  a  good  mother  and  a  sincere  Catholic. 
Her  husband  supervised  the  education  of  their  two  sons,  Victor 
Marie  and  Eleuthere  Irenee,  as  well  as  he  could  from  Versailles, 
where  much  of  his  time  was  necessarily  spent  in  the  service  of  the 
government;  their  mother  had  the  constant  care  of  the  children 
with  a  tutor  for  their  lessons  and  the  friendly  interest  of  the 
cure  of  Saint  Sulpice,  the  church  at  Chevannes,  the  nearest 
village  to  their  home  in  the  country.  There  they  were  confirmed 
and,  as  long  as  their  mother  lived,  they  went  to  confession  and 
communion  at  proper  intervals.  In  1784  Madame  Du  Pont  died 
and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  at  Chevannes.  A  year  later  her 
husband,  Pierre  Samuel  du  Pont,  attended  a  memorial  service.  He 
went  alone,  for  an  epidemic  of  smallpox  made  him  afraid  to  take 
Irenee,  and  Victor  was  in  Lyons  on  business  for  his  father.  He 
wrote  a  full  account  to  Victor  with  a  description  of  the  tombstone 
that  had  been  placed  on  the  grave  and  explained  that  he  had  had 
a  vacant  space  left  beside  his  wife's  name  so  that  the  same  grave 
might  serve  for  him  too.  This  is  the  last  account  we  have  of  his 
taking  part  in  any  church  service.  His  second  marriage,  in  1795, 
was  before  the  mayor  of  Chevannes  with  the  bon  cure  among  the 
witnesses.  Though  he  seems  always  to  have  kept  to  the  decision 
made  when  he  was  a  boy  to  be  neither  a  Protestant  nor  a  Catholic 
he  was  truly  a  religious  man.  He  believed  in  daily  family  prayers 
and  wrote  a  paper  on  that  subject — Institutions  Religieuses  dans 
Vinterieur  des  Families — which  was  read  to  the  Institut  in  1806. 

After  their  mother's  death  Du  Pont  took  his  sons  to  live  with 
him  in  Paris  where  they  were  soon  surrounded  by  the  antireligious 
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tumult  of  the  revolution.  The  younger  son,  Irenee  du  Pont,  was 
the  first  to  marry — in  Paris  in  1791 — at  a  time  when  all  religious 
services  were  forbidden  and  his  marriage  contract  was  signed  by 
the  custodian  of  the  civic  register.  His  first  three  children — 
Victorine,  Evelina  and  Alfred  Victor  were  legally  registered  in  the 
civil  records  of  Paris,  but  only  the  eldest  seems  to  have  been 
ondoye ,  or  baptized  by  a  ceremony  that  did  not  take  the  place  of 
registry.  The  children  who  were  born  in  America  were  not  regis¬ 
tered  at  all  due  to  a  neglect  of  birth  registration  in  the  laws  of 
Delaware  that  occasioned  an  emphatic  letter  from  Du  Pont  de 
Nemours  to  the  State  Legislature.  None  of  Eleuthere  Irenee 
du  Pont’s  children  had  any  affiliation  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Victor  du  Pont,  the  elder  brother  was  married  in  1794,  during 
the  most  religiously  intolerant  period  of  the  Revolution.  It  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  he  persuaded  the  bon  cure  to  dine  with  the 
family  at  their  house  near  Chevannes  and  after  dinner  to  give  them 
in  absolute  secrecy  the  Church’s  benediction  without  which 
Josephine  de  Pelleport  refused  to  marry  him.  Their  civil  marriage 
took  place  several  days  later.  Within  a  few  months  Victor  was 
appointed  French  Consul  in  South  Carolina  where  their  children 
Amelie  (Amelia)  and  Charles  were  born  and  baptized  in  the  Catholic 
Church.  There  is  no  record  of  the  baptisms  of  the  other  children 
except  that  of  Samuel  Francis — later  Admiral  Du  Pont — who  was 
baptized  at  “The  Catholic  Church  of  Saint  Peter  in  New  York.” 

Victor  du  Pont  died  in  1827,  his  wife  in  1837.  Her  children  prob¬ 
ably  continued  in  the  Catholic  Faith  until  after  her  death.  Early  in 
1841  Charles  I.  du  Pont,  her  eldest  son,  gave  land  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  Church,  which  was  completed  on  the 
present  site  in  December  of  that  year  under  the  supervision  of  a 
committee  of  which  Charles  I.  du  Pont,  Alfred  and  Henry  du  Pont 
were  members.  From  that  time  those  of  Victor  du  Pont’s  descend¬ 
ants  who  remained  in  the  Catholic  church  were  buried  from 
St.  Joseph’s  in  the  Du  Pont  family  burying  ground.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Amelia,  was  buried  by  the  rites  of  that  Church,  but  her 
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only  child  married  a  Protestant  and  the  descendants  followed  in 
that  faith.  The  second  daughter,  Julia  Sophie,  remained  a  Catholic. 
She  married  Irvine  Shubrick,  also  a  Catholic,  and  their  de¬ 
scendants  now  are  the  only  members  of  the  Du  Pont  family, 
descended  from  those  who  came  from  France  to  Delaware,  who 
are  Roman  Catholics. 


appendix  £ 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  DU  PONT  FAMILY 

Mentioned  in  or  Connected  with  the 
Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle’s  Diary 

May  28,  1848-February  25,  1863 

☆ 


There  were  giants  in  the  earth  in  those  days ;  and  also 
after  that ,  when  the  sons  of  God  came  in  unto  the 
daughters  of  men ,  and  they  bare  children  to  them ,  the 
same  became  mighty  men  which  were  of  old ,  men  of 
renown .  Genesis  6:4. 


All  were  descended  from  the  two  sons  of — 


Pierre  Samuel  du  Pont  de  Nemours 
and 

Nicole  Charlotte  Marie  Louise  Le 

Dee  de  Rencourt 
who  were  married  on 
Jan.  26,  17 66 

Namely: 

Victor  Marie  du  Pont 
married  April  9,  1794 
Gabrielle  Josephine  de  la 
Fite  de  Pelleport 
and 

Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont 
married  Nov.  26,  1791 
Sophie  Madeleine  Dalmas 


Born 

Dec.  14,  1739 

Died 

Aug.  7,  1817 

Age  as  of 
July  I, 
I85O 

May  4,  1743 

Sept.  3,  1784 

— 

Oct.  1,  1767 

Jan.  30,  1827 

— 

Mar.  20,  1770 

Nov.  6,  1837 

— 

June  24,  1771 

Oct.  31,  1834 

— 

July  22, 1775 
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Nov.  27,  1828 

— 
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Children  of  Victor  Marie  du  Pont: 
Amelia  Elizabeth  (Clifford) 
married  September  12,  1812 
William  H.  Clifford 
their  daughter: 

Gabrielle  Josephine  (Breck) 
married  Oct.  6,  1836 
William  Breck 
Charles  Irenee 

married  (1)  Dorcas  Montgomery 

Van  Dyke,  Oct.  5,  1824 
(2)  Ann  Ridgely 
May  11,  1841 

Their  children: 

Victor 

married  Alice  Hounsfield 
Oct.  16,  1851 
Charles  Irenee  II 
married  Mary  Sophie  du  Pont 
Feb.  25,  1862 

Mary  Van  Dyke — unmarried 
Amelia  Elizabeth  (du  Pont) 

m.  Eugene  du  Pont,  July  5,  1866 
Henry  Ridgely — unmarried 
Samuel  Francis 
married  June  27,  1833 
Sophie  Madeleine  du  Pont 
no  children 

Julia  Sophie  (Shubrick) 
married  May  12,  1824 
Irvine  Shubrick 
Children: 

Thomas  Bradford — unmarried 
Francis  du  Pont — unmarried 
Alicia  Cecilia — unmarried 
Gabrielle  Josephine  (Crofton) 
married  Jan.  7,  1864 
Col.  Robert  Erskine 
Anderson  Crofton 
Richard  Augustine — unmarried 


Age  as 

July  1 

Born 

Died 

I85O 

Jan.  3,  1796 

May  24,  1869 

54 

1785 

? 

• 

— 

June  8,  1813 

May  1,  1891 

37 

May  29,  1813 

Apr.  26,  1870 

37 

Mar.  29,  1797 

Jan.  31,  1869 

53 

Feb.  14,  1806 

July  9,  1838 

/ 

- 

Feb.  21,  1815 

Oct.  20,  1898 

35 

May  11,  1828 

May  13,  1888 

22 

Dec.  7,  1833 

Feb.  17,  1904 

16 

Aug.  5,  1830 

Jan.  7,  1873 

19 

Dec.  3,  1834 

Dec.  27,  1869 

15 

Apr.  19,  1826 

Sept.  25,  1909 

24 

Feb.  26,  1842 

Dec.  29,  1917 

8 

Nov.  16,  1840 

Jan.  28,  1902 

9 

Nov.  19,  1848 

Apr.  29,  1893 

1 

Sept.  27,  1803 

June  23,  1865 

46 

Sept.  18,  1810 

Jan.  9,  1888 

39 

June  3, 1806 

Feb.  11,  1882 

44 

Nov.  15,  1797 

Apr.  5,  1849 

— 

June  3, 1825 

Mar.  25,  1847 

— 

Mar.  23,  1827 

Dec.  25,  1849 

— 

Nov.  14,  1830 

Feb.  5,  1894 

l9 

July  20,  1835 

Dec.  3,  1894 

14 

Dec.  8,  1834 

June  21,  1898 

15 

Aug.  28,  1838 

Nov.  9,  1900 

11 
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Children  of  Eleu there  Irenee  du  Pont: 
Victorine  Elizabeth  (Bauduy) 
married  Nov.  9,  1813 
Ferdinand  Bauduy 
no  children 
Lucille 

Evelina  Gabrielle  (Bidermann) 
married  Sept.  14,  1816 
James  Antoine  Bidermann 
Their  children: 

James  Irenee  Bidermann 
married  July  8,  1844 
Gabrielle  Camille  Begue 
Alfred  Victor 
married  Oct.  28,  1824 
Margaretta  Elizabeth  Lammot 
Their  children: 

Victorine  Elizabeth  (Kemble) 
married  Jan.  18,  1849 
Peter  Kemble 
Emma  Paulina — unmarried 
Eleuthere  Irenee 
married  Oct.  28,  1858 
Charlotte  Shepard  Henderson 
Lammot 

married  Oct.  3,  1865 
Mary  Belin 

Alfred  Victor — unmarried 
Mary  Sophie 
married  Feb.  25,  1862 
Charles  Irenee  du  Pont,  Jr. 
Antoine  Bidermann 
married  April  18,  1861 
Ellen  Susan  Coleman 
Eleuthera 

married  Sept.  18,  1834,  Thomas 
Mackie  Smith 
no  children 

Sophie  Madeleine  (du  Pont) 
married  June  27,  1833 
Samuel  Francis  du  Pont 
no  children 


Age  as  of 
July  1, 

Born 

Died 

1850 

Aug.  30,  1792 

Jan.  19,  1861 

57 

July  1,  1791 

Jan.  21,  1814 

— 

Jan.  1,  1795 

Jan.  3,  1795 

— 

May  31,  1796 

Mar.  19,  1863 

54 

Apr.  17,  1790 

June  8,  1865 

60 

Sept.  29,  1817 

Oct.  6,  1890 

32 

Sept.  14,  1824 

Dec.  10,  1905 

25 

Apr.  11,  1798 

Oct.  4,  1856 

52 

Apr.  29,  1807 

Apr.  13,  1898 

43 

Aug.  13,  1825 

Nov.  13,  1887 

24 

July  28,  1825 

Oct.  18,  1887 

24 

July  23,  1827 

Aug.  6,  1914 

22 

Aug.  3,  1829 

Sept.  17,  1877 

20 

Sept.  25,  1835 

Aug.  19,  1877 

14 

Apr.  13,  1831 

Mar.  29,  1884 

!9 

Sept.  23,  1839 

June  13,  1913 

10 

Apr.  18,  1833 

May  16,  1893 

17 

Dec.  3,  1834 

Dec.  27,  1869 

15 

Aug.  5,  1830 

Jan.  7,  1873 

!9 

Oct.  13,  1837 

Oct.  22,  1923 

12 

t 

Jan.  17,  1838 

May  10,  1876 

12 

Dec.  7,  1806 

Jan.  1,  1876 

43 

June  27,  1809 

Jan.  21,  1852 

41 

Sept.  18,  1810 

Jan.  9,  1888 

39 

Sept.  27,  1803 

June  23,  1865 

46 
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Henry 

married  July  15,  1837 
Louisa  Gerhard 
Their  children: 

Henry  Algernon 
married  July  15,  1874 
Mary  Pauline  Foster 
Evelina — unmarried 
Ellen  Eugenia  (Irving) 
married  Aug.  7,  1872 
Alexander  Duer  Irving 
Louisa  Gerhard — unmarried 
Sara  (Duer) 
married  June  14,  1871 
John  Duer 

Victorine  Elizabeth  (Foster) 
married  Oct.  18,  1877 
Antoine  Lentilhon  Foster 
Sophie  Madeleine  (Chandler) 
married  Mar.  8,  1873 
Theophilus  P.  Chandler 
Mary  Constance — unmarried 
William 
married 

(1)  Mary  Lammot  du  Pont 
Apr.  24,  1878 

(2)  Annie  Rogers  (Zinn) 
June  5,  1892 

Alexis  Irenee 
married  Dec.  15,  1836 
Joanna  Smith 
Their  children: 

Frances  Elizabeth  (Coleman) 
married  July  30,  1861 
Leighton  Coleman 
Eugene 

married  July  5,  1866 
Amelia  Elizabeth  du  Pont 


Age  as  of 

July  1, 

Born 

Died 

1850 

Aug.  8,  1812 

Aug.  8,  1889 

37 

Sept.  25,  1816 

Mar.  8,  1900 

33 

July  30,  1838 

Dec.  31,  1926 

11 

Apr.  19,  1849 

Sept.  20,  1902 

1 

Oct.  9,  1840 

July  8,  1938 

9 

Mar.  29,  1843 

Jan.  27,  1907 

7 

Dec.  28,  1842 

June  12, 1910 

7 

Feb.  23,  1845 

July  2,  1863 

5 

Jan.  29,  1847 

Apr.  29,  1876 

3 

May  12,  1837 

Aug.  4,  1901 

13 

Mar.  1,  1849 

Aug.  12,  1934 

1 

Aug.  14,  1847 

Oct.  6,  1928 

2 

Jan.  1,  1851 

Jan.  19,  1931 

— 

Sept.  7,  1845 

Aug.  16,  1928 

4 

Feb.  10,  1854 

Sept.  3,  1854 

— 

Apr.  21,  1855 

Jan.  20,  1928 

— 

Aug.  9,  1854 

May  6,  1927 

— 

May  4,  1858 

Jan.  22,  1927 

— 

Feb.  14,  1816 

Aug.  23,  1837 

34 

Oct.  5,  1815 

Aug.  29,  1876 

34 

Feb.  6,  1838 

Mar.  17,  1902 

12 

May  3,  1837 

Dec.  14,  1907 

13 

Nov.  16,  1840 

Jan.  28,  1902 

9 

Feb.  26,  1842 

Dec.  29,  1917 

8 
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Age  as  of 


July  1, 

Born 

Died 

1850 

Alexis  Irenee 

June  5, 

1843 

Nov.  26,  1904 

7 

married 

(1)  Margaretta  du  Pont  Gilpin 

Sept.  10, 

1843 

Feb.  22,  1868 

6 

Nov.  5,  1867 

(2)  Elizabeth  Canby  Bradford 

Dec.  13, 

1852 

June  8,  1925 

January  20,  1875 

Irene  Sophie  (Dimmick) 

Oct.  27, 

1845 

Apr.  1,  1877 

4 

married  Oct.  4,  1868 

Edward  C.  Dimmick 

Feb.  2, 

1843 

Dec.  7,  1895 

7 

Eleuthera  Paulina  (Bradford) 

Feb.  3, 

1848 

June  6,  1906 

2 

married  Sept.  15,  1872 

Edward  Green  Bradford 

Mar.  12, 

1848 

Mar.  30,  1928 

2 

Francis  Gurney 

May  27, 

1850 

Nov.  7,  1904 

33  days 

married  Oct.  17,  1871 

Elise  Wigfall  Simons 

July  29, 

1849 

Mar.  8,  1919 

11  mos. 

Thomas  Mackie 

Aug.  21, 

1852 

Oct.  3,  1853 

— 

Joanna  Maria  (Dimmick) 

Mar.  14, 

1854 

June  18,  1901 

— 

married  March  8,  1880 

Edward  C.  Dimmick 

Feb.  2, 

1843 

Dec.  7,  1895 

7 
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ALEXIS  v.  BRINCKLE 

☆ 


Trifles  light  as  air. 
Othello. 


Alexis  to  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle  r  Hagley,  Nov.  20 ,  1855 
My  Dear  Mr.  Brinckle: 

This  afternoon  Capt.  Du  Pont  called  to  see  me  and  in  the  course 
of  the  conversation  said  you  objected  to  the  chancel  because  there 
was  not  room  enough  in  it.  If  this  is  the  case  and  it  is  a  serious 
inconvenience  to  you,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  enlarge  it  so  as  to 
bring  the  rail  out  to  the  door  of  the  Vestry  room,  which  will  give 
seats  enough  inside  the  rail  for  at  least  four  clergymen  and  plenty 
of  room  for  2  to  pass  (?).  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  only  altera¬ 
tion  which  can  consistently  be  made,  with  any  regard  to  the  archi¬ 
tectural  design  of  the  building.  Should  this  meet  your  views,  I  will 
be  very  happy  to  yield  to  them  in  this  respect.  Please  let  me  know 
what  you  think  of  this  plan  and  if  you  have  leisure  I  should  be 
much  pleased  to  see  you  and  talk  to  you  on  the  subject. 

Unsigned 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle  to  Alexis  •  Thursday  evening , 

November  22 ,  ’55. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Du  Pont: 

Your  favour  of  the  20th  reached  me  yesterday  afternoon  and  its 
subject  was  weighed  as  its  importance  deserved.  But  after  looking 


204 


APPENDIX  D 


205 


at  it  in  every  possible  light  and  with  every  disposition  to  agree  with 
you  if  I  could,  &  especially  upon  what  you  might  consider  half  way 
ground, — I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  my  opinion  is  unchanged. 
Now  let  us  look  at  this  subject; — It  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  if 
it  could  be,  that  to  have  the  chancel  rail  on  the  extreme  edge  of  the 
Platform  would  be  the  most  convenient,  affording  readiness  of 
access  on  Communion,  and  Confirmation  occasions;  and  as  being 
too  what  our  eye  is  accustomed  to  in  this  Diocese  at  least, — a  most 
important  consideration  in  these  times  of  alarm.  I  have  said, — 
If  it  could  be.  And  why  may  it  not  be?  Simply  because  our  archi¬ 
tect  has  judged  that  it  would  not  be  in  good  taste, — and  given  a 
plan  accordingly.  But  is  this  arbitrary  thing  of  taste,  about  which 
there  is  so  much  difference  of  opinion,  no  two  agreeing  on  it, — to 
override  everything,  and  persuade  us  out  of  our  common  sense?  I 
trust  not.  What  would  be  the  reflections  of  our  people,  not  drilled 
to  these  ideas — our  own  reflections,  when  we  came  to  witness  in 
actual  practice  the  extreme  inconvenience?  Anything  but  satis¬ 
factory.  And,  I  much  mistake  you,  my  dear  friend,  if  you  would 
not  be  one  who  would  most  lament  it; — interested  as  you  are  in 
every  thing  that  has  a  bearing  on  the  prosperity  of  our  congrega¬ 
tion.  It  is  in  this  confidence  that  I  appeal  to  you  now.  And  after 
so  many  proofs  of  disinterestedness,  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  you 
will  yield  your  present  wishes  to  what  I  know  to  be  the  feelings 
of  so  many  among  us.  We  are  in  the  beginning  of  a  great  work,  in 
which  we  have  been  wonderfully  prospered.  Let  us  do  nothing  that 
would  in  the  least  degree  interfere,  even  by  implication  with  that 
work  of  God. 

With  my  best  prayers  for  your  Divine  direction, — 

Yours  affecty. — 

S.  C.  Brinckle. 
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Alexis  to  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle 

{Undated — in  reply  to 
Mr.  Brinckle' s  letter 
of  November  22,  1855.) 

Rev.  S.  C.  Brinckle: 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  is  received  and  I  must  confess  I  am  very  much 
surprised  at  its  contents;  you  say,  “your  opinion  is  unchanged.” 
I  never  heard  any  opinion  expressed  except  as  regards  want  of 
room,  which  can  be  obviated  as  I  propose.  The  plan  was  adopted 
as  furnished  by  the  architect  and  I  have  used  all  exertions  to  carry 
it  out;  now  after  no  objections  being  raised  for  near  eighteen 
months,  it  appears  singular  to  me  that  you  should  undertake  what 
will  certainly  make  a  division  of  feeling  in  the  congregation; — 
there  are  not  three  people  in  the  congregation  who  would  ever 
make  a  remark  about  the  arrangement  if  carried  out  as  the  plan 
calls  for;  but  if,  for  a  fancy,  a  change  of  plan  is  now  made  and  the 
work  which  is  prepared  is  thrown  aside,  immediately  enquiries  will 
be  made,  “Why  is  this  done,”  and  a  division  of  feeling  will  be  the 
result,  which  will  mar  the  harmony  of  the  congregation  far  more 
than  the  imaginary  “alarms”  which  fill  your  mind. 

If  yourself  and  the  Capt.  had  told  me  that  you  would  not  have 
the  Church  built  according  to  the  plan,  which  was  adopted  when 
it  was  placed  in  my  hands,  I  should  have  known  what  I  had  to 
expect,  but  if  this  course  is  pursued  now,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
have  been  grievously  deceived,  and  been  induced  to  cooperate  in 
the  work,  to  an  extent  I  should  most  certainly  not  have  done,  had 
I  supposed  it  would  not  be  carried  out  in  good  faith. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  express  myself  plainly,  as  you  have 
done  so  in  your  letter,  and  I  regret  that  after  so  long  a  period  of 
quietness  you  seem  about  to  create  a  different  state  of  things, 
particularly  in  my  case;  for  I  can  only  view  it  in  this.light,  when  I 
reflect,  that  I  have  stood  the  brunt  of  all  the  difficulties  in  getting 
the  church  started  and  sacrificed  my  time  and  labor  more  than  any 
of  the  others  concerned  and  I  may  say  raised  nearly  all  the  money 
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for  it,  and  after  all  am  compelled  to  have  the  building  marred  in 
the  end. 

In  the  whole  extent  of  the  church  architecture  in  these  United 
States,  I  do  not  believe  such  an  anomaly  exists  as  a  thoroughfare 
chancel,  such  as  you  propose,  which  in  fact  would  be  no  chancel 
at  all. 

The  Building  Committee  were  appointed  by  the  Vestry  of  the 
Church  and  hold  their  authority  from  them,  if  there  is  any  diffi¬ 
culty  in  regard  to  this  question  would  not  the  proper  mode  be  to 
refer  to  the  body  from  whom  the  power  emanated,  and  if  they 
consider  that  the  course  I  have  pursued  is  not  in  accordance  with 
the  prosperity  of  the  congregation,  I  can  then  resign  and  let  some 
one  more  congenial  to  your  views  be  appointed.  Should  this  be  the 
case,  the  books  and  papers  in  my  possession  will  be  in  readiness 
to  be  transferred  to  my  successor  whoever  he  may  be. 

(Unsigned) 


Alexis  to  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle 

( Undated — in  reply  to 
Mr.  Brinckle' s  letter 
of  November  22, 1855.) 

Rev.  S.  C.  Brinckle: 

Bear  Sir: 

I  have  received  your  note  and  in  reply  beg  to  be  allowed  the 
privilege  of  saying  that  my  opinions  are  also  “unchanged.”  I  was 
not  aware  that  your  objections  referred  to  anything  in  the  arrange¬ 
ments,  but  want  of  room.  This  being  the  case,  and  feeling  myself 
overruled  by  yourself  and  friends  in  the  majority,  and  unable  to 
agree  with  you  on  the  point  in  question,  I  would  prefer  leaving  the 
matter  in  your  hands  that  you  may  finish  the  church  as  you  see  fit 
without  any  further  reference  to  me.  Should  you  see  fit  to  appoint 
a  more  suitable  person  to  carry  out  your  views  I  will  willingly 
resign  the  books  and  accounts  at  any  time. 
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P.  S.  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  that  the  chancel  which  you 
seem  to  consider  our  innovation  in  this  Diocese,  was  no  crea¬ 
tion  of  my  fancy,  but  was  adopted  with  common  consent  by 
all  parties  before  the  building  was  commenced  and  the  plans 
have  been  open  to  inspection  ever  since  and  no  fault  found 
with  them,  when  alterations  might  have  been  made  before  the 
work  had  been  so  far  finished, 

(Unsigned  and  possibly  not  sent.  The  letter 
immediately  above  was  also  written  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Brinckle’s  letter  of  November  22,  1855.) 


Rev.  Samuel  C.  Brinckle  to  Alexis1 

Tuesday  P.  M.  Bee  ember  18 ,  1855 

My  Bear  Sir: 

Your  favor  of  yesterday  was  rec’d.  this  morning.  Entirely 
reciprocating  its  kind  expressions,  I  would  remark  that  I  could 
make  no  objection  to  the  little  ornamental  design  you  mention. 
In  haste, 

Very  sincerely 
yours, 

S.  C.  Brinckle. 

1  This  short  note  was  written  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Alexis  to  Mr.  Brinckle  mentioned 
in  The  Diary  under  date  of  December  17,  1855,  to  which  the  readers’  attention  is  particu¬ 
larly  directed.  The  casual  treatment  of  symbols  with  regard  to  worship  is  significant. 
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SOME  CEIURCH  HISTORY 


He  no  longer  saw  a  rabble ,  but 
his  brothers  seeking  the  ideal. 

O.  Henry. 


The  difference  between  “High  Church”  and  “Low  Church”  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  things  for  anyone  to  understand  who  is 
not  a  member  of  the  Anglican  Communion.  These  differences  grow 
out  of  one  big  fact.  The  Anglican  Communion  seeks  to  preserve 
all  that  is  good  in  her  Catholic  heritage  while  adding  all  the 
benefits  brought  forward  by  the  sixteenth  century  “reformers.” 
The  cynic  will  say  that  the  root  of  the  difficulty  is  that  the  Church 
has  never  made  up  its  mind  whether  to  be  Catholic  or  Protestant. 
The  Anglican  will  say  she  has  made  up  her  mind  to  be  big  enough 
to  embrace  both  Catholics  and  Protestants.  This  determination 
is  the  result  of  her  history. 

The  leaders  of  the  Church  of  England  who  refused  to  recognize 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  of  Rome  in  the  sixteenth  century 
had  no  idea  of  separating  from  the  Catholic  Church.  The  Church 
of  England,  they  claimed,  is  the  Catholic  Church  of  the  English 
people.  Henry’s  death,  however,  was  the  opportunity  some  had 
been  looking  for,  and  they  promptly  tried  to  change  the  Church 
according  to  the  latest  Geneva  model.  This  attempt  was  frustrated 
by  the  death  of  Edward  and  the  accession  of  his  papist  sister. 
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Mary,  who  has  come  down  through  history  as  “Bloody  Mary” 
because  of  her  ruthless  reestablishment  of  Roman  authority  and 
practice.  Elizabeth's  reign  was  marked  by  an  attempt  to  keep  both 
parties  within  the  Church.  Thus  was  born  what  has  come  to  be 
known  as  the  Via  Media.  The  Via  Media  sets  up  the  ideal  of 
maintaining  a  middle  road  between  the  extremists  of  papalism 
and  the  extremists  of  Calvinism.  The  purpose  of  this  policy  was 
to  embrace  all  English  speaking  people  within  the  unity  of  a 
single  Church.  Schism  was  still  sin. 

With  two  such  groups  within  the  body  of  the  Church,  it  is  but 
natural  that  there  should  be  an  ebb  and  flow  of  opinion.  Actual 
suppression  alone  will  prevent  the  exchange  of  ideas,  and  after  the 
experience  of  Mary's  reign  no  one  wanted  suppression.  Thus  from 
Elizabeth's  reign  on  there  has  been  the  struggle  to  see  which  party 
should  control  the  destiny  of  the  Church's  action.  Agreeing  on 
fundamentals,  there  has  been  divergence  in  methods.  During  the 
time  of  Charles  I  and  II  and  James,  the  Catholic  party  was  in  the 
ascendancy;  during  the  reign  of  the  first  four  Georges  it  reached 
its  nadir.  The  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  saw  a  revival  of 
romanticism  in  many  walks  of  life.  Literature  and  the  Arts  were 
deeply  affected — and  religion  in  Europe  and  America  was  likewise 
affected.  The  same  attitudes  which  made  Sir  Walter  Scott  a  popu¬ 
lar  novelist  affected  Pusey,  Keble,  and  Newman.  Just  as  the 
literature  and  life  of  the  Middle  Ages  were  considered  worthy  of 
emulation,  so  also  the  religion  of  the  Middle  Ages  was  studied 
and  approved. 

The  Calvinists  within  the  Church  reacted  violently  to  this. 
The  diary  of  the  Reverend  Samuel  C.  Brinckle  shows  the  attitude 
of  one  of  this  party  toward  the  Catholic  party.  Time  shows  us  that 
their  struggle  was  in  vain.  The  temper  of  the  times  was  so  affected 
by  the  Middle  Ages  that  religion  also  was  affected.  In  many  walks 
of  life  we  are  still  affected  by  this  love  of  the  Middle  Ages.  Trades 
Unions  and  the  Medieval  Guilds  are  favorably  compared  by  some. 
Credit  Unions  are  offered  by  others  as  a  panacea  for  all  ills, 
because  they  were  useful  in  the  Middle  Ages.  Rabelais  has  become 
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a  patron  Saint  of  Modern  Literature,  and  the  Gothic  Arch  sur¬ 
vives  in  spite  of  Functionalism. 

So  also  in  the  Church,  Brinckle  rebelled  at  having  a  Cross  in  his 
Church.  Today  anyone,  Catholic  or  Protestant,  wants  a  Cross. 
Nearly  every  practice  in  even  a  “Low”  Episcopal  Church  today 
would  be  denounced  by  Brinckle  as  popery,  and  his  method  of 
consuming  the  Sacred  Elements  after  communion  would  shock 
most  “Low”  and  all  “High”  Churchmen  today. 

Brinckle  might  object  to  Alexis  du  Pont’s  hour  of  rebirth — to 
him  it  came  before  baptism  and  that  act  was  its  outward  mani¬ 
festation,  and  the  Catholic  would  agree  with  Alexis  that  his 
rebirth  came  at  the  time  of  his  baptism,  but  all  could  and  did  and 
do  unite  in  the  great  principle  involved.  He  was  reborn  in  Christ. 
Therein  lies  the  unity  of  the  divergent  groups  whether  they  be 
called  “High”  or  “Low.”  And  therein  lies  the  strength  of  the  Via 
Media  of  Anglicanism. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  ESTATE 

OF  E.  I.  DU  PONT1 

☆ 

Tall  oaks  from  little  acorns  grow. 

David  Everett. 

(Letters  of  Administration  were  granted  to  his  son  Alfred  V.  du  Pont  and  his  nephew 

Charles  I.  du  Pont). 


Victorine  E.  du  P.  Bauduy 

March  /,  1837 
$14  000.00 

April  /,  1846 
$  5  000.00 

December  3/,  1850  Total 
$  94-49  $19  °94-49 

Evelina  G.  du  P.  Bidermann 

14  000.00 

5  000.00 

94.49 

19  094.49 

Alfred  V.  du  Pont 

14  000.00 

5  000.00 

94.50 

19  094.50 

Eleuthera  du  P.  Smith 

14  000.00 

5  000.00 

94-49 

19  094.49 

Sophie  M.  du  Pont 

14  000.00 

5  000.00 

94.49 

19094.49 

Henry  du  Pont 

14  000.00 

5  000.00 

94-5° 

19  094.50 

Alexis  I.  du  Pont 

14  000.00 

5  000.00 

94.49 

19094.49 

$98  000.00 

$35  000.00 

$661.45 

$133  661.45 

PARTNERSHIP  OF  APRIL  i,  1837 

April  i,  1837  (Shares  $7,000  Each) 

Shares  Value  Explanation  of  Source  of  Funds 


Mrs.  Victorine  E.  du  P. 

Bauduy  2  $14  000.00 

Alfred  V.  du  Pont  8  56  000.00 


A.  Bidermann  (Evelina 
G.  du  P.  Bidermann)  2 

Mrs.  Eleuthera  du  P. 

Smith  2 

Mrs.  Sophie  M.  du  Pont  2 

Henry  du  Pont  5 


14  000.00 

14  000.00 
14  000.00 
35  000.00 


Alexis  I.  du  Pont 


5  35  000.00 


26  $182000.00 


From  E.  I.  du  Pont’s  Estate  $14  000.00 
From  E.  I.  du  Pont’s  Estate  14  000.00 
Borrowed  from  A.  Bidermann  14  000.00 
From  Private  Account  (ac¬ 
crued  salaries,  interest,  etc.)  1 1  059.45 
From  Dissolution  March  31, 

1837  shares  of  profits 

3/30th’s  of  $169,405.48  1 6  940-55 


From  E.  I.  du  Pont’s  Estate  14  000.00 


From  E.  I.  du  Pont’s  Estate  14  000.00 
From  E.  I.  du  Pont’s  Estate  14  000.00 
From  E.  I.  du  Pont’s  Estate  14  000.00 
Borrowed  from  A.  Bidermann  21  ooo.oo 

From  E.  I.  du  Pont’s  Estate  14  000.00 
Borrowed  from  A.  Bidermann  21  000.00 

$182  000.00 


1  See  Volume  I,  Chapter  VIII,  page  218. 
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Brandywine  Shops,  II  27 
Brandywine  Village,  2,  53,  57,  58,  59, 
100,  227,  II  99,  1 15 
Brandywine  and  Sims’vill  Temperance 
Society,  19 
Brantwyn,  II  2 
Brattan,  James,  II  78,  120 
Brattan,  Mrs.,  II  67 
Bravest  of  the  Brave,  1 
Breast  Wheels,  II  21 
Breck,  Charles,  212  (See  also  Rev. 
Charles  Breck) 

Breck,  Rev.  Charles,  3,  52,  57,  58,  59, 
60,  64,  66,  68,  99,  100,  106,  109,  no, 
1 12, 154,  155,  157,  x58,  l6°,  l6l>  227, 
II  60,  81,  86,  90,  96,  99,  110,  1 1 8, 
123, 124, 125, 126, 128, 133, 138, 141, 
144,  158,  164,  165 
Breck,  Rev.  James  Lloyd,  II 128 
Breck,  Wm.,  212,  II 16,  28,  50,  68,  81, 
186 
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Breck,  Wm.,  Mrs.,  II  50,  68,  140  (See 
also  Gabrielle  Josephine  du  Pont) 
Breck  and  Swift,  II  28 
Breck’s  Lane,  II  6,  50,  164 
Breck’s  Mill,  II  3,  28,  50  (See  also 
Rokeby  Mill) 

Brennan,  Peter  N.,  76,  77,  134,  136, 
138,  140,  223,  II  146 
Brick  Church,  22 

Brinckle,  Anna,  226,  II  52,  55,  80,  90, 
101, 105, 106, 107,  hi,  114, 116, 120, 
122, 129, 134, 136, 137, 139, 140, 143, 
146,  148,  152,  161,  165 
Brinckle,  Dr.  John,  II  38 
Brinckle,  Elizabeth  Gordon,  227,  II 
120,  134,  148,  170 
Brinckle,  Gertrude,  xviii 
Brinckle,  John  Rodney,  II  42,  47,  55, 
57,  60,  69,  81,  122 

Brinckle,  John  Rumsey,  II  116,  158, 
159,  160,  167 

Brinckle,  Mrs.  Samuel  C.,  157,  159, 
227,  II  52,  65,  93  (See  also  Julia 
Rumsey) 

Brinckle,  Rev.  Samuel  C.,  xviii,  4,  7,  8, 
23,  24,  27,  30,  33,  50,  52,  64,  98,  225, 
227,  228,  II 37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43, 
47>  55>  74,  101,  hi,  114,  120,  127, 
133, 148, 153, 156, 158, 170, 173, 174, 

17 5,  !76,  W8>  !79,  l8°,  i8L  204,  205, 
207,  208,  210,  21 1 

Brinckle,  Samuel  Crawford,  Jr.,  II 83, 
129,  133,  166,  169 

Brinckle,  Susan  Rumsey,  II  114,  127, 
*37 

Brinckle,  Wm.  Rumsey,  II  hi,  114, 
142,  156,  158,  169 

Brinckle  Diary,  xviii,  29,  30,  50,  70,  77, 
II  132,  208 

Brinckle  Family,  The,  II  3% 
Brinckloe,  “Captain”  John,  II  38 
Brinckloe,  Justice  John,  II  38 
Brinckloe,  Lt.  Col.  John,  II  38 
Brindley,  Elizabeth,  II  53 
Brindley,  John,  II  53 


Brindley,  Mr.,  II  60 
Brindley,  Mrs.,  II  53 
Brindley,  Rebecca,  II  53 
Brindley,  Richard,  II  53,  85,  112,  163, 
164,  165 

Brinton,  Amos  C.,  II  22 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
II  121 

Bronson,  II  136 
Brooks,  Phillips,  217 
Broom,  Jacob,  203,  II  3,  4,  5,  15 
Brown,  J.  Thompson,  II  54 
Brown,  James,  II  73,  74,  86 
Brown,  Thomas,  II  169 
Buck,  Dorcas  Van  Dyke,  II  17 
Buck,  Hon.  C.  Douglass,  II  17 
Buck  Road,  II  14,  18 
Buena  Vista,  II  17 

Buffingtons  Bridge,  II 6  (See  also  New 
Bridge) 

Bullock,  Dr.,  118 
Burns,  Aleck,  7,  8,  11,  II  86 
Burns,  Mrs.  Alexander,  II  86 
Burns,  Thomas,  II  142 
Burt,  Helen,  125 
Burton,  Governor,  II  159 
Burton,  (Rev.),  64 

Bush,  Dr.  Lewis  Potter,  3,  5,  8,  10,  11, 

99 

Buxton,  Sir  T.  F.,  II  51 


C 

Caldwell,  Mr.,  II  76 
Calvary  Chapel,  II  14 1 
Calvary  Church,  II  152 
Calvary  Church,  Rockdale,  Pa.,  94,  II 
124 

Calvinism,  II  210 
Canby,  Henry  Seidel,  II  2 
Canby,  Mr.,  II  164 
Canby,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam.,  97 
Cannon  House,  II  1,  7,  17,  29,  30 
Cannon  House  Road,  II  5,  7 
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Canons  and  By-laws  Church  Mutual 
Aid  Society,  68 
Cardon’s  Tannery,  II  28 
Card  playing,  II  167 
Carlin  Bros.,  II  24 
Carney’s  Point,  II  13 
Carpenter’s  R.  R.  M.  House,  II  32 
Carroll,  Emmatica,  II 129 
Carroll,  John,  89 
Carstairs,  Helen,  99 
Carter,  John  D.,  19,  II  28 
Cass,  Lewis,  137 
Catholic  Party,  II  210 
Cave  Rock,  II  8 
Cavender,  Williamina,  II  56 
Cazenove,  Charlotte,  103 
Cazenove,  Mr.,  84 

Center  Road,  II  3,  4,  5,  6,  14,  16,  18 
(See  also  Montchanin  Road) 
Chadds  Ford,  22 

Chambers,  Judge,  II  141,  168,  169 
Chambers,  Rev.  Corry,  67 
Chancel  of  Christ  Church,  II  63,  64, 
100,  101,  102,  103,  104,  204-208 
Charles’  Banks,  II  6,  18 
Chasubles,  47 
Chevannes,  II 196 
Cheyney,  Prof.  Edward  P.,  28 
Chicken  Alley,  II 18 
Christ  Church,  Dover,  70,  II  38,  39, 
63,  134,  1 35>  136,  137,  138,  1 39>  14  3> 
148,  149,  150,  152,  158  (See  also 
Church  at  Dover) 

Christ  Church,  Milford,  68 
Christ  Church  Parish  House,  22 
Christ  Church  Spire  (Christiana  Hun¬ 
dred),  II 100,  102,  no,  161 
Christ  Church  (Christiana  Hundred), 
xvii,  22,  24,  27,  28,  29,  30,  33, 41,  50, 
53,  64,  68,  96,  129,  215,  221,  222, 
225,  226,  II 5,  7,  9,  19,  31, 38, 42, 43, 
61,  63,  64,  66,  67,  68,  70,  74,  76,  77, 
79,  81,  86,  87,  88,  90,  98,  107,  124, 
140,  141,  H9>  i69>  j76>  185-193 
Christiana  Hundred,  II  6,  61,  176 


Christiana  River,  47 
Chrystal,  James,  Rev.,  147,  II  140, 
!4  3,  146,  156 

Church  at  Dover,  II  38,  150  (See  also 
Christ  Church,  Dover) 

“Church  Book  Society”,  II 140 
Church  Missionary  Society,  II  145, 
150,  151,  159,  160,  162 . 

Church  Mutual  Aid  Society,  Co,  Ci, 
68,  225,7/112 

Church  of  England,  69,7/135, 188,209 
Church  Pension  Fund,  51,  67 
Civil  War,  77  30 
Clay,  Henry,  77  27 
Clayton,  J.  M.,  7/138 
Clement,  Mrs.,  77  86 
Clemson,  Jr.,  Thos.  G.,  153 
Clemson,  Mr.,  77  91 
Clemson,  Rev.  John  B.,  61,  64,  66, 
77  109,  114,  118,  124,  138,  151,  158 
Clennens  (?)  School,  77  144 
Clifford,  Mrs.  Amelia  Elizabeth  du 
Pont,  77  50,  68  (Mrs.  Wm.  H. 
Clifford) 

Clifford,  Wm.  H.,  77  25,  50 
Cobbs,  Bishop,  175,  177 
Cobbs,  Rev.  R.  H.,  167 
Coleman,  Leighton,  Rt.  Rev.,  68,  214 
(See  also  Rev.  Leighton  Coleman) 
Coleman,  Mrs.  Leighton,  68  (See  also 
Frances  Elizabeth  du  Pont) 
Coleman,  Rev.  Dr.,  77  99,  108,  124, 
136,  160  (Not  Leighton  Coleman) 
Coleman,  Rev.  Leighton,  68,  173,  214, 
221  (See  also  Rt.  Rev.  Leighton 
Coleman) 

Collison,  Edward,  77  1 8 
Colton,  Rev.  Mr.,  64,  77  119,  130 
Comegys,  Mrs.  J.  P.,  77  138 
Communion  Ritual,  47,  77  114,  116, 
117,  163,  178,  179,  180 
Conly,  James,  8,  226,  77  54,  60,  97,  98, 
117,  120,  128,  131,  142 
Conly,  John,  77  54 
Conly,  Neil,  77  54 
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Connable,  Frank,  II  14 
Conrad,  Henry  C.,  48 
Constant,  M.,  208 
Cook,  Mr.,  II 165,  168 
Cooper,  Colin  Campbell,  213 
Cooper,  Rev.  Mr.,  II 1 52 
Cooper  Shop,  II  1,  2,  3,  7,  17,  23,  27 
(See  Squirrel  Run  Mill) 

Copeland,  Lammot  du  Pont,  II  54 
Coppee,  Professor  Henry,  113 
Cornog,  Amanda,  II  137,  148 
Cornog,  Miss,  II  119 
Cornog,  Mr.,  II 119 
Cornog,  Mrs.,  II 113 
Cotton  Mill,  II  4 
Cowan,  Christy,  95 
Coxe,  Rev.,  64 
Craig,  John  C.,  II 135 
Craik,  Dr.,  II  96,  169 
Crane  Hook,  47 
Cranford,  227 
Crawfish  Run,  II  2 
Crawford,  Elizabeth,  II  39 
Crawford,  Rev.  Thos.,  II  38,  63,  135, 
148 

Cresheim,  208 
Crooked  Billet,  II  14 
Crowninshield,  Francis  B.,  II 11,  20 
Crowninshield,  Mrs.  Louise,  II  10,  11 
Cummins,  Dr.,  II  158 
Curlett,  David  B.,  II 18 
Curtis,  Mr.,  II 138 

D 

Dalmas,  Charles,  //,  9,  10,  13,  20,  28, 
134,  139 

Dalmas,  Sophie  Madeleine,  206,  II 199 
(See  also  Sophie  Madeleine  Dalmas 
du  Pont) 

Dan  Smith  Club,  127 
Danby,  Henry,  8,  225 
Dauphins  Run,  II  2 
Dautremont,  Auguste,  II  28 
Davis,  John,  8 

Davis,  Mrs.  John,  II  127,  165 


Dawes,  Rumford,  II  2,  3,  4,  22 
Dean,  J.  Simpson,  II  15,  78 
Dean,  Paulina  du  Pont,  II  15,  78 
(Mrs.  J.  Simpson  Dean) 

De  Lancey,  Rev.  Wm.  H.,  209,  212, 
214  (See  also  Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  H.  De 
Lancey) 

De  Lancey,  Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  H.,  128  (See 
also  Rev.  Wm.  H.  De  Lancey) 
Delaware  Gazette,  II  28 
Delaware  Historical  Society,  II  1 
de  Montchanin,  Anne  Alexandrine,  II 

195 

de  Nemours,  Eleu there  Irenee  du  Pont, 
1 5  (See  also  Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont) 
de  Nemours,  Pierre  Samuel  du  Pont, 
77,  2>7,  21 9,  11  4,  6,  15,  195,  196, 
>97,  >99 

Denison,  Rev.  H.  M.,  II  94,  96 
Denny,  Hon.  William,  46 
de  Pelleport,  Gabrielle  Josephine  de 
la  Fite  II 197 
de  Pusy,  Madam,  217 
de  Sandrans,  Alexandre  Cardon,  II  28 
Devenney,  W.,  II  169 
Devine,  John,  95 
“Diamond”  Bridge,  II  19 
Diary,  The,  29,  30,  II  38,  39,  41,  42, 
43  >  52 

Dimmick,  Edward  Clarence,  214 
Dimmick,  Mrs.  Edward  C.,  214,  217 
Dinmore,  no,  in,  114 
Diocesan  Conventions,  50,  52,  60,  63, 
96,  98,  II  55,  60,  61,  74,  77,  80,  94, 
98,  108,  118,  120,  121,  136,  138,  139, 
149,  158,  159,  164,  175 
Diocese  of  Delaware,  II  38,  74,  175 
Dougherty,  Charles,  85 
Dougherty,  Edward,  85 
Dougherty,  William,  8 
Dougherty’s  Hotel,  II  9 
Dover,  II  2  8 
Duck  Street,  II  18 

Dunnin,  Mrs.,  II 48,  49  (See  also  Wm. 
S.  Dunning) 
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Dunning,  Wm.  S.,  7/48  (See  also  Mrs. 
Dunnin) 

Dunns  Museum,  192 
Duplanty,  Rafael,  II  25,  26,  27 
Du  Planty’s  Cotton  Mill,  II  32  (See 
also  Henry  Clay  Factory) 

Du  Pont,  Alexis  Felix,  xiii,  xvii,  xviii, 
217,  221 

Du  Pont,  Alexis  I,  xvii,  xviii,  1,  2,  3,  4, 
5)  7>  8, 9, 10, 1 1, 24, 27, 28, 29, 33, 35, 

36>  37>  39>  40,  4i,  42,  49,  5°,  51,  52> 

57,  58,  59,  61,  62,  63,  65,  66,  68,  69, 

71,  75,  76,  77,  78,  79,  8o,  8l,  82>  83, 

8 4,  85,  86,  87,  88,  89,  9°,  91,  92>  93, 

94,  95,  96,  97,  98,  99,  IO°,  IQI,  io2, 
io3,  J33,  J34,  136,  :38,  Ho,  141,  H4, 
162,  163,  164,  165,  169,  203,  204, 
205,  206, 207,  208, 209,  210,  21 1, 212, 
213,  214,  215,  216,  217,  218,  219, 220, 
221,  222,  223,  224,  225,  226,  227,  II 
4,  6,  8,  13,  18,  21,  27,  32,  39,  41,  42, 

43,  56,  59,  6l,  64,  65,  66,  67,  68,  69, 

70,  71,  72,  73,  75,  76,  77,  78,  79,  8o, 

8i,  82,  83,  8 4,  85,  86,  87,  88,  8 9,  9°, 

91,  92,  93,  95,  97,  98,  99,  IO°,  IQI, 
102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108,  hi, 

112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 120, 
121,  122,  123,  124,  125,  126,  129, 

J31. 13 2.  >33,  J39>  140,  173.  175.  !76> 
178,  I79,  l8o,  l8l,  182,  188,  I92,  202, 
204,  206,  207,  208,  21 1 
youngest  son,  xiii 

part  in  development  of  Du  Pont 
Company,  xvii,  218 
account  of  death,  xviii 
granddaughter,  xviii 
bravest  of  the  brave,  1 
youngest  child  of  Eleuthere  Irenee 
du  Pont,  2 
assisting  workmen,  2 
unsuccessful  in  putting  out  fire,  2 
blown  into  the  road,  2 
fatally  injured,  2 
carried  home,  2 
his  first  words,  3 


clothes  cut  off,  3 
wrapped  in  blankets,  3 
arrival  of  doctors,  3 
wishes  to  see  Rev.  Chas.  Breck,  3 
tells  Harry  he  is  hurt,  4 
asks  to  receive  the  Sacrament,  4 
ministrations  by  doctors,  4 
children  near  him,  4 
ice  given  for  comfort,  4 
greets  brother-in-law,  5 
consultation  by  doctors,  5 
consoles  Frances,  5 
dictates  will,  5,  6,  62 
donations  to  churches,  6 
tithing  of  income,  6 
sends  for  children,  7 
receives  Sacrament,  7 
last  words  with  Victorine,  8 
farewells  to  the  men  from  the  powder 
mills,  8 

dying  requests,  9 
adieu  to  Dr.  Bush,  10 
last  words,  1 1 
death  of  Alexis,  1 1 
placed  in  grave  by  men  from  mills,  1 2 
baptism,  24,  50,  215 
confirmation,  24,  50,  215 
connection  with  Christ  Church,  27 
founder  of  Christ  Church,  28,  53 
vestryman  of  Trinity,  29,  49 
religious  tendencies,  29 
religious  life  divided  between 
churches,  29 
delegate  Trinity,  29 
financial  assistance  Trinity,  29,  52 
treasurer  Trinity,  29,  50,  58 
secretary  Trinity,  29 
senior  warden  Trinity,  29,  50,  58 
influence  of  Joanna,  33 
first  interest  in  religious  services,  49 
secures  Assistant  Minister,  50 
lay  delegate,  50 

secretary  of  Diocesan  convention,  50 
last  attendance  at  Diocesan  con¬ 
vention,  51,  224 


INDEX 


221 


liberalities,  51 

bought  house  and  lot  at  5th  &  King 
Streets,  51 

buys  additional  property,  52 
benefactions,  52 

recognized  as  founder  of  Christ 
Church  and  St.  John’s,  53 
helps  in  forming  new  church,  58 
route  followed  in  driving,  59 
decides  on  locale  for  St.  John’s,  59 
reads  list  of  articles  in  cornerstone, 
61 

supervises  building  of  church,  61 
testing  powder,  62 
will  invalid,  62 

Henry  du  Pont  administrator  of 
estate,  62 

Bishop  Lee’s  tribute  to  Alexis,  64, 

65,  66 

son,  Francis  G.,  active  in  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  fields,  71 

letters  to  Joanna,  78-99  inc. 
letter  to  Rev.  Stevens  Parker,  99, 100 
bust  of  Alexis,  1 1 5,  120 
nickname,  133,  206 
religious  controversy — letters  from 
Peter  N.  Brennan,  134-141,  inc. 
described  as  one  who  loved  his  fel¬ 
low  men,  162 

photograph  received  by  Rev.  Lay, 
163 

difficulties  carrying  out  church  work, 

i65  . 

expressions  of  affection  for,  169 
zeal  for  the  House  of  the  Lord,  174 
verses  and  letters  from  Charles  Kirk- 
ham,  181-198,  inc. 
letter  from  Geo.  H.  Kirkham,  198, 
199 

drama  of  life,  203 

marriage  of  great  grandson,  205 

historical  background  of  career,  206 

date  of  birth,  206 

brothers  and  sisters,  206 

health  during  early  years,  206 


childhood  and  youth,  207 
allusions  and  anecdotes,  207 
experience  in  an  explosion,  207 
poetic  and  imaginative  tendencies, 

207 

description  by  historian,  207 
hereditary  physical  characteristics, 

208 

comparison  of  portraits,  208 
early  education,  208 
matriculation  at  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  209 

entrance  requirements  at  college, 

210 

studies  during  college  career,  210, 

211 

ranking  in  College,  21 1 
conducting  experiments,  21 1 
engagement  to  Joanna,  21 1 
aptitude  in  subjects,  chiefly  chem¬ 
istry,  21 1 

passes  senior  examinations,  212 
qualifies  for  an  A.B.,  212 
degree  withheld,  212 
resolution  of  faculty,  212 
chosen  as  orator,  212 
declines  to  speak  at  commence¬ 
ment,  212 

dissatisfaction  with  distribution  of 
honors,  212,  213 
graduating  class,  212,  213 
petition  signed  by  students,  213 
member  Zelosophic  Society,  214 
marriage  to  Joanna,  214 
children  born,  214 
children’s  marriages,  214 
domestic  life,  214 

elected  vestryman,  Christ  Church, 

2^ 

conduct  during  Sunday  School  les¬ 
sons,  216 

joins  the  company,  218 
as  assistant  superintendent,  219 
second  in  command,  219 
managerial  set-up  when  he  died,  220 
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extracts  from  Bp.  Lee’s  Sermon,  220 
“A  Few  Hours  with  a  Christian 
Man,”  220 

industrial  activities  with  company, 
222 

chronological  record  from  letters, 
222,  223 

monuments  to  his  memory,  225 
treasurer  Ch.  Mut.  Aid  Soc’y,  225 
ideas  as  to  temperance,  226 
ferries  young  ladies  across  Brandy¬ 
wine,  226,  227 

association  with  Rev.  Chas.  Breck, 
227 

bridges,  77  6 

Mr.  Brinckle’s  views  re  Church,  II 
41 

attracted  by  music  II  59 
suggests  name  for  church,  II  61 
change  in  attitude  toward  churches, 

11 64, 75 

attends  church  II  67,  70 
affected  by  sermon,  II  68 
invites  Rev.  Brinckle  to  home,  II 69 
suggested  as  vestryman,  II  72 
chastised  for  aid  to  R.  C.  Church,  II 

73. 

baptism,  II  76 

Bishop  Lee’s  hopes  for  Alexis,  7/78 
sermons  levelled  at  Alexis,  II  79 
hopes  for  new  church,  II  80,  86,  87 
visits  Mrs.  Lee,  II  81,  82 
confirmation,  II  82,  83 
parish  records,  7/84 
conversation  re  Communion  ele¬ 
ments,  7/85 

opposition  of  brother,  77  87,  89,  95 
temperance  movement,  77  88 
attends  Good  Friday  service,  77  90 
proposes  debt,  77  91,  92 
starts  subscription  for  church,  77  93 
building  progress,  77  97 
pays  for  repairs,  77  98 
opposition  of  Alfred  Victor,  77  99 
invests  organ  fund,  77  99 


controversy  re  chancel,  77  100,  103 
sends  accusing  letter  to  Rev. 

Brinckle,  77  101,  102 
“high  church”  influence  kept  in 
check,  77  105,  106 
takes  class  in  Sunday  School,  77  106 
inspects  parish  register,  77  107 
applies  on  behalf  of  Rev.  V  an  Deusen, 
77  108 

present  at  Sunday  school-teachers’ 
meeting,  77  1 1 1 

feelings  hurt  in  regard  to  practices  at 
Communion,  II  ill 
Christmas  services  atTrinity  Church, 
!1 113 

decides  to  install  new  furnace,  114 
intends  to  commune  at  Trinity 
Church,  77  1 1 5 

unpleasantness  at  meetings,  77  116 
reveals  removal  of  name  from  church 
book,  77  1 17 

induced  to  exhibit  church  finances, 
77  1 18 

elected  delegate  from  Christ  Church 
to  Convention,  77  120 
“the  Presbyterian  in  search  of  the 
Church,”  77  1 21,  176 
“  a  Synagogue  of  Satan,”  77  121, 176 
injured  in  explosion,  77  122,  123 
composed  as  death  nears,  77  123 
rashness  said  to  have  caused  acci¬ 
dent,  77  124 
funeral,  77  124 
funeral  sermon,  77  125 
memoir  of  Alexis  opposed,  77  126 
lectern  for  family  worship,  77  127 
daughter  like  father,  77  129 
monument,  77  13 1 
inscription  on  tombstone,  77  131, 
132 

name  mentioned  in  advertisement 
of  tract,  77  140 

religious  differences,  77  173,  176 
Rev.  Brinckle  protests  inscription  on 
monument,  77  175 
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Communion  ritual  at  Christ 
Church,  77  178 

objects  to  shortened  service  at  Com¬ 
munion,  II  179 
opponent  and  friend,  II  180 
education  of  three  sons,  II  188, 
192 

letters,  Alexis  v.  Brinckle,  II  204- 
208  inch 

Du  Pont,  Mrs.  xMexis  I.,  67,  205,  II  52, 
55,  61,  66,  68,  69,  70,  71,  72,  73,  75, 
76,  81,  82,  83,  85,  87,  99,  101,  102, 
IO3,  IO4,  106,  III,  I  I9,  126,  128,  129, 

!3°>  *33,  J35>  *37,  *39>  Ho,  141, 142, 
143,  147, 156,  160,  177,  180,  202  (See 
also  Joanna  du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Alexis  I.,  Jr.,  4, 7,  92,  94, 1 17, 
160,  214,  II  14,  203 
Du  Pont,  Alexis  I.,  Ill,  II  14 
Du  Pont,  Alfred  I.,  II  33 
Du  Pont,  Alfred  Victor,  xviii,  77,  78, 
80,  85,  86,  87,  88,  89,  91,  92,  93,  149, 
152,  206,  216,  218,  219,  220,  223, 224, 
11 6, 14. 15. l6, “> 24>  27. 39.43.  89> 
99.  II0,  113.  131.  154,  162,  185,  186, 
I9O,  I97,  201 

Du  Pont,  Alfred  Victor,  II,  II 188,  201 
Du  Pont,  Alfred  Victor  Philadelphe,  10 
(See  also  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Alice  Hounsfield,  II  17,  200 
Du  Pont,  Amelia  Elizabeth,  I,  II  12, 
1 3,  197,  200  (See  also  Mrs.  Amelia 
[Amelie]  Elizabeth  du  Pont  Clifford) 
Du  Pont,  Amelia  Elizabeth,  II,  214, 
II  200 

Du  Pont,  Amy  Elizabeth,  7/14 
Du  Pont,  Anne  Cazenove,  II  162 
Du  Pont,  Antoine  Bidermann,  II  188, 
201 

Du  Pont,  Mrs.  Ann  Ridgely,  II 66,  67, 
68,  93  (Charles  I.  du  Pont’s  2nd 
wife) 

Du  Pont,  Mrs.  B.  G.,  77,  217,  II 10,  21, 
22,  25,  32,  193 

Du  Pont,  Bauduy  &  Co.,  II  25 


Du  Pont,  Charles,  II  194 
Du  Pont,  Charles  Irenee,  9,  10,  19,  94, 
II 9. 12, 17.  28.  39.  59,  66, 71, 73,  88, 
89,  91,  94,  ”2,  120,  134,  135,  143, 

148,  163,  l86,  I97,  200 

Du  Pont,  Mrs.  Charles  I.,  II  66,  134, 
J35>  i36j  139>  j43,  j48  (See  also  Ann 
Ridgely  du  Pont,  Chas.  I.  du  Pont’s 
2nd  wife) 

Du  Pont,  Charles  I.,  Jr.,  II 16,  89,  94, 
96,  97,  1 12,  131,  134,  141,  142,  143, 

149,  1 55> 1 57 ,  *59,  l6l> l62, 164,  200 
Du  Pont,  Charles  I.,  Ill,  II  17 

Du  Pont,  Mrs.  Dorcas  Montgomery 
Van  Dyke,  II  66,  89  (Charles  I. 
du  Pont’s  1st  wife) 

Du  Pont,  Eleuthera,  18,  19,  20,  27,  76, 
I3I,  J33>  21 1,  II  15,  39,  201  (See 
also  Eleuthera  du  Pont  Smith  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  Mackie  Smith) 

Du  Pont,  Eleuthera  Paulina,  10,  214, 
216,  II  14,  147,  203  (See  also  Mrs. 
Edward  G.  Bradford) 

Du  Pont,  Eleuthera  Paulina  (Brad¬ 
ford)  II  12  (Mrs.  Henry  B.  du  Pont) 
Du  Pont,  Eleuthere  Irenee,  11,  15,  16, 
17, 18, 19,  20,  21,  24,  27,  77,  203,  205, 
206,  215,  217,  219,  220,  II  2,  3,  4,  6, 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13,  24,  25,  26,  27, 28, 30, 
31,  32,  42,  49,  55,  56,  64,  100,  1 13, 
125, 187, 188, 189, 190, 192, 193, 196, 
197,  199,  212  (See  also  Eleuthere 
Irenee  du  Pont  de  Nemours) 

Du  Pont,  Madam  Eleuthere  Irenee, 
II  42,  196,  199  (See  also  Sophie 
Madeleine  Dalmas  du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Eleuthere  Irenee,  II,  9,  10, 
96,  219,  7/33,  131,  162,  188,  201 
Du  Pont,  Mrs.  E.  I.,  II,  77  133,  162, 

201  (nee  Charlotte  Shepard  Hender¬ 
son) 

Du  Pont,  Ellen  Eugenia,  77  145,  146, 

202  (Married  Alexander  Duer  Irving 
later) 

Du  Pont,  E.  Paul,  xiii,  xviii,  77  17,  34 
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Du  Pont,  Eugene,  2,  4,  7,  92,  101,  106, 
107,  hi,  1 13, 1 15,  214,// 12, 14,  202 
Du  Pont,  Eugene,  II,  77  14 
Du  Pont,  Mrs.  Eugene,  II 14,  200,  202 
(See  also  Amelia  Elizabeth  du  Pont) 
Du  Pont,  Evelina,  9,  120 
Du  Pont,  Evelina  Gabrielle,  9,  206, 
II  197,  201  (See  also  Evelina  du 
Pont  Bidermann) 

Du  Pont,  Frances  Elizabeth,  4,  5,  7, 
68,  81,  82,  83,  85,  87,  88,  89,  90,  91, 

92,  94,  95>  I01)  io3)  io4,  126,  127, 
155,  158,  161,  17 3,  214,  II 120,  127, 
129,  139,  142,  148,  160,  202  (See  also 
Mrs.  Leighton  Coleman) 

Du  Pont,  Francis  G.,  xviii,  7,  71,  128, 
214,  216,  217,  221, 7/4,  8,  10, 11, 15, 
16,  20,  21,  23,  33,  203 
Du  Pont,  Mrs.  Francis  G.,  II  203 
(See  also  Elise  Wigfall  Simons) 

Du  Pont,  Francis  I.,  II 13,  56 
DuPont,  Gabrielle  Josephine,  212,  213, 
II 12, 13, 16,  27,  50, 68,  200  (See  also 
Mrs.  Wm.  Breck) 

Du  Pont,  Gabrielle  Josephine  de  la 
Fite  de  Pelleport,  II 12,  66,  71,  199 
(See  also  Madam  Victor  Marie 
du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Henry,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  9,  62,  88, 

94,  103,  io5,  io7,  XI3,  I2°,  I24,  206, 
208,  216,  218,  223,  II 11,  12,  13,  21, 

22,  39,  41,  49,  5°,  65,  68,  69,  7°,  71, 

74,  76,  86,  87,  88,  8 9,  91,  92,  95,  96, 
107, 125, 126, 127, 154, 159, 167, 188, 

192,  197,  202 

Du  Pont,  Henry,  Mrs.,  II  52,  68,  71, 
73,  96,  II6,  I26,  131,  145,  *59,  202 
(See  also  Louisa  Gerhard  du  Pont) 
DuPont,  Henry  A.,  II 10, 11,  188, 192, 
202 

Du  Pont,  Henry  Belin,  77  12 
Du  Pont,  Henry  Belin,  II,  77  17 
Du  Pont,  Irene  Sophie,  xiii,  xviii,  217, 
221  (See  also  Mrs.  Irenee  du  Pont) 


Du  Pont,  Mrs.  Irenee,  77  5,  (See  also 
Irene  Sophie  du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Irene  Sophie,  (Sr.),  7,  93,  94, 
126,  171,  214,  216,  77  147,  148,  163, 
203  (See  also  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Dimmick) 

Du  Pont,  Jehan,  77  194 

Du  Pont,  Joanna,  xviii,  3,  4,  7,  8,  9,  1 1, 
24,  27,  29,  33,  62,  71,  75,  76,  78,  80, 
8 1,  82,  83,  84,  85,  86,  87,  88,  89,  90, 

91,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96,  97,  IO°,  IQI, 
102, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109,  no, 
hi,  112, 113,114, 115,  117, 118, 

1 19, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 
127, 128, 129, 130, 133, 141, 145, 146, 

1 53,  J54,  i55,  1 57,  i58,  J59, 160, 162, 
165, 166, 168, 169, 170, 173, 174, 175, 
T76, 177,  *79,  l8°,  211, 213, 214, 215, 
216,  223,  228,  77  13,  39,  52,  202  (See 
also  Mrs.  Alexis  I.  du  Pont) 

.  Joanna’s  Sermon,  xviii,  33-42  inc. 
apprised  of  the  accident,  3 
words  of  Alexis,  3,  7 
asks  Alexis  about  prayer,  4 
watching  through  the  night,  4 
sends  for  Dr.  Bush,  5 
last  will  and  testament,  5,  6, 
sends  for  Mr.  Brinckle,  7 
partakes  of  Sacrament,  7 
words  of  consolation,  8 
questions  Alexis,  9 
doctor  bleeds  Joanna,  n 
encourages  organizedChristianity,  24 
gives  title  of  Founder,  27 
wrote  a  monograph,  29 
intense  religious  preoccupation,  33 
greater  financial  advantage,  62 
financial  assistance  to  church,  67 
death  on  August  29,  1876,  71 
received  letters,  75,  76 
letters  from  Alexis,  78-99  inc. 
letters  of  sympathy,  100-104  inc. 
letters  from  her  brother,  104-1 19  inc. 
letters  from  her  father,  1 19-129  inc. 
letters,  miscellaneous,  1 29-133  inc. 
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letters  about  tutors,  141-149  inc. 
letters  of  thanks,  1 53,  154 
letters — “An  Ecclesiastical  Tiff,” 
154-161  inc. 

letters  from  Rev.  Henry  C.  Lay, 
162-180  inc. 

getting  a  melodeon,  7/  180,  181 

reference  to  nuptials,  21 1 

first  cousins,  213,  77  52 

illness  almost  postponed  wedding,  214 

wedding,  214,  II  13 

domestic  life,  214 

devotion  of  husband,  214 

strong  influence,  215 

literary  bent,  216 

her  death,  217 

work  in  behalf  of  St.  John’s,  217 
excerpts  from  letters,  223 
religious  accomplishments,  228 
mention  in  The  Diary,  II 39,  55,  61, 
66, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 75, 76,  8 1, 
8a,  83,  85,  87,  99,  101,  10a,  103, 
104,  106,  hi,  119,  126,  128,  129, 
*3°.  133,  135.  I37>  !39.  140,  142, 
*43>'56>  160 

Du  Pont,  Joanna  Maria,  97,  214,  216, 
II  203  (See  also  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Dimmick) 

Du  Pont,  Jonas,  II  194 
Du  Pont,  Julia  Sophie,  II  198,  200 
Du  Pont,  Lammot,  9, 77, 125,  220,  224, 
II  14,  39)  IIO>  I3L  133>  l88>  201 
Du  Pont,  Lammot,  II,  II  20 
Du  Pont,  Mrs.  Lammot,  II 14,  53,  201 
(See  also  Mary  Belin  du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Louisa  Gerhard,  88,  94  (See 
also  Mrs.  Henry  du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Louisa  Gerhard,  II,  148,  II 
159,  202  (Daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Henry  du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Lucille,  206,  II  154,  201 
Du  Pont,  Margaretta  Elizabeth  Lam¬ 
mot,  10,  80,  92,  93,  II  14,  89,  162, 
201  (Mrs.  Alfred  Victor  du  Pont) 
Du  Pont,  Marianna  Rhett,  II  13 


Du  Pont,  Mrs.  Mary  Belin,  II  53,  201 
(See  also  Mrs.  Lammot  du  Pont) 
Du  Pont,  Mary  Sophie,  II  89,  162 
Du  Pont,  Mary  Van  Dyke,  II  17,  59, 

66>  93)  94,  98,  io3>  io5,  Io8,  II2> 
120,  131,  137,  200 

Du  Pont,  P.  S.  3rd’s  House,  II  32 
Du  Pont,  Pierre,  II  194 
Du  Pont,  Pierre  S.,  xviii,  II 10,  21,  43 
(Present  Pierre  S.  du  P.) 

Du  Pont,  S.  Hallock,  II  24,  32 
Du  Pont,  Samuel,  II  195 
Du  Pont,  Admiral  Samuel  Francis,  8, 
20,  27,  127,  228,  7/4,  12,  13,  31,  197, 
200,  201  (See  also  Captain  Samuel 
Francis  du  Pont  and  Commodore 
du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Captain  Samuel  Francis,  8, 

24,  27,  96>  226,  11 39,  49,  51,  52,  55, 
56,  57,  58>  59,  6°,  61,  62,  65,  66,  67, 
68,  72,  76,  78,  79,  81,  82,  84,  8;,  86, 
88,  89,  90,  91,  92,  93,  94,  95,  99,  100, 
IOI,  102,  105,  107,  108,  1 12,  II 3,  114, 
Il6,Il8,  120,  122,  I24,  128,  138,  I39, 
I42,  I43,  I45,  I46,  I47,  150,  151,  153, 
159,  l6o,  l6l,  176,  178,  l86,  200,  204 
(See  also  Commodore  du  Pont  and 
Admiral  Samuel  Francis  du  Pont) 
Du  Pont  Commodore  Samuel  Francis, 
77  162,  163,  164,  167,  201  (See  Capt. 
S.  F.  du  Pont,  also  Admiral  S.  F.  du 
Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Mrs.  Samuel  Francis,  20, 
224,  77  1 1 2,  200,  201  (See  also 
Sophie  M.  du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  (Mrs.)  Sophie  M.,  4,  7, 10, 1 8, 
19,  20,  24,  27,  206,  207,  228,  77  12, 
13,  32>  39,  52>  56,  60,  64,  66,  76, 
79,  89,  93,  IOO>  101 ,  i°2,  i°3,  i°4, 

I05,  106,  108,  1 12,  II4,  1 1 5,  Il6,  1 17, 
II8,  1 23,  124,  126,  128,  I29,  I30,  I3I, 

134, 136>  137)  Ho,  144, 145,  J53,  l6°, 

161,  163,  200,  201  (See  also  Mrs. 
Samuel  Francis  du  Pont) 
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Du  Pont,  Sophie  Madeleine  Dalmas, 
77  ii,  64,  199  (See  also  Madam 
Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  T.  Coleman,  II  17 
Du  Pont,  Thomas  Mackie,  36,  2.14, 
II  203 

Du  Pont,  Victor,  10,  II 17  (Cousin) 
Du  Pont,  Victor,  Jr.,  II  16,  17,  200 
Du  Pont,  Victor  Marie,  77,  204,  217, 
II  2,  4,  7.  12,  25,  50,  66,  71,  89,  91, 
i96>  i97»  399>  200 

Du  Pont,  Madam  Victor  Marie,  23, 
199  (See  also  Gabrielle  Josephine 
de  la  Fite  de  Pelleport  du  Pont) 

Du  Pont,  Victorine  Elizabeth,  II  27, 
39,  197,  201  (See  also  Victorine 
Elizabeth  du  Pont  Bauduy) 

Du  Pont,  Victorine  E.  II,  II  192,  201 
(See  also  Victorine  E.  du  P.  Kemble) 
Du  Pont,  Wm.  K.,  II  34 
Du  Pont  Cemetery,  12,  II  8,  89,  197 
Du  Pont  &  Co.,  Victor  and  Charles, 
II  26 

Du  Pont  Co.,  xvii,  15,  217,  218,  219, 
222,  II  9,  13,  27,  28,  43  (See  also 
E.  I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  &  Co.) 
Du  Pont  de  Nemours,  Pere,  Fils  et 
Compagnie,  217,  II  26 
Du  Pont  de  Nemours  &  Co.,  E.  L,  219, 
II  21,  28  (See  also  Du  Pont  Co.) 
Du  Pont  Family,  77,  205,  206,  II  2,  3, 
17,  21,  31, 41, 43,  48,  94,  99, 194-203 
Du  Pont’s  Church,  7/88 
Du  Pont’s  House,  Henry,  II  4,  5, 
(See  also  Eleutherian  Mills) 
Dupresne,  113 
Durufle,  II  25 
Dwight,  Henry,  208 
Dwight,  Rev.  Sereno  E.,  208,  209 
Dwight,  Rev.  Timothy  the  Elder,  209 
Dwight,  Rev.Timothy  the  Younger,  209 
Dwight  School,  215  (See  also  New 
Haven  Gymnasium) 

Dye  House,  II  24 

Dyer,  Rev.  Dr.,  II 159,  160 
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Eagle  Mill,  II 20,  21  (See  Insert  Map) 
Earp,  Robert,  Jr.,  213 
Eastburn,  Bishop,  II 149 
Ebenezer,  II  58,  156 
E.  K.  S.,  II  105,  hi,  147  (See  also 
Evangelical  Knowledge  Society) 
Elements,  Treatment  of  the,  II  85,  91, 
112,177,178,211 

Eleutherian  Mills,  212,  219,  II 30  (See 
Map  insert)  (Name  of  Powder 
Works) 

“Eleutherian  Mills,”  II  4,  7,  11,  13, 
15,  32  (See  also  Henry  du  Pont’s 
house)  (Name  of  Residence) 

Elliott,  Mr.  II  80 

Elliott,  Isaac  S.,  Jr.,  58, 59, 60,63,64, 1 53 
Elliott,  Isaac  S.,  Sr.,  58,  59,  61,  63 
Elliott,  J.  Cloud,  58,  59,  63,  64 
Emlen,  J.  Norris,  187,  193,  213 
England,  Church  of,  16,  69 
Episcopal  Church,  The,  24,  47,  76, 

7/41 

Episcopal  Sunday  School,  23,  77  111 
Eprouvette,  2,  77  29,  30,  31 
Essone,  150 

Estate  of  Eleuthere  Irenee  du  Pont, 
7743,212 

Evangelical  Knowledge  Society,  77 
105,  in,  147  (See  also  Society  for 
the  Promotion  of  Evangelical  Knowl¬ 
edge  and  E.  K.  S.) 

Explosion  Clause,  77  32 
Explosions,  1,  2,  124,  126,  207,  217, 
218,  223,  224,  77  20,  21,  22,  26,  94, 
122,  123,  124,  141,  157,  191 
Explosion  Record,  77  21,  23 
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Fairlamb’s  Survey,  77 1,  5,  7, 10,  22, 48 
Farquhar,  Capt.  Donald  K,  77  17 
Fell,  (Franklin)  Mr.,  77  138,  144,  145, 
I5E  152>  x53>  l6o>  162,  167 
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Fell,  William  Jenks,  77  138 
Fetterman,  Wm.,  II  160 
Fisher,  Frederick,  141,  142,  143,  144, 
161,  II  133,  136,  140 
Fisher,  George,  95 
Fisher,  Samuel,  95 
Flea  Park,  7/19 
Fleming,  Mr.,  II  49 
Fleming,  Robert,  T.,  213 
Fleming,  Wm.,  II  113 
Flemings,  II  4,  6,  9,  19,  54 
Ford,  Peter  J.,  II  6 
Fort  Christina,  47 
Fort  Fetterman,  II  160 
Fort  Moultrie,  II 153 
Fort  Sumter,  II  153,  164 
Foulke,  Jean  Kane,  II  17 
Founder  of  Christ  Church,  28 
Founders,  28 

Fowle,  Paulina  C.,  102,  104 
Franklin,  Benjamin,  28 
Franklin,  Rev.  Benjamin,  61,  64,  II 
15°.  1 59 

Franklin,  General,  124 
Franklin,  Mrs.,  124 
Frazer,  Margaret,  II  13 
Frazer,  Robert,  II  13 
Free  Park,  II  19 

French,  Rev.  (Professor)  J.  W.,  142, 
145,  161 
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Gaily,  Rev.  Mr.,  II  54 
Garasche,  J.  R.,  I1 16 
Garasche,  V.  M.,  II  26 
Gaskell,  Mrs.,  227 
Gay,  Rev.  Mr.,  II  158 
Genealogical  Record,  II  199-203  inc. 
(Appendix  C) 

General  Convention,  221,  II  87,  141, 
167,  169 

General  Theological  Seminary,  227 
Gerhard,  Benjamin,  149 
Geyelin,  Emile  C.,  205 


Gibraltar,  226,  II  42 
Gilpin,  Richard,  II  95 
Gilpin,  Vincent,  II  28 
Girard  College,  123,  127 
Gloria  Dei,  48,  II  106 
Godman,  Dr.  John  D.,  108 
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He  Ding,  II 109 

Henderson,  Charlotte  Shepard,  II 133 
Hendrickson,  Peter,  19 
Henry,  Allan  J.,  xiii 
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Joice,  Michael,  95 
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L 

Lafayette,  General,  205,  II  7 
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158, 159, 160, 162, 164, 165, 177, 178, 

m 

Lee,  Mrs.  Alfred,  II  81 
Leeds,  Dr.,  125 
Leigh  Hunt,  228 
Lenni,  94,  223 
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M’Kim,  Rev.  Mr.,  II 62,  149 
McKinley,  Alexander  J.,  212,  213 
McKinney,  Edward,  95 
McLane,  Louis,  II  3,  28,  33 


M 

Mackie,  Eliza,  21 1  (See  also  Mrs. 
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also  Center  Road) 

Montgomery,  Miss  Elizabeth,  II  22 
Monument,  Inscription  on,  7/131,  132 
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Mullin,  Mrs.,  77  73 
Murphy,  Alfred,  77  156,  169 
Murphy,  Rev.,  64 
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Sherman,  General,  77  162 
Shipley,  Mr.,  77  122 
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